
Llamas and Alpacas: 

The Ultimate Llama and Alpaca 

Book for Kids

Jenny Kellett



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      LLAMAS & ALPACAS: THE ULTIMATE LLAMA & ALPACA BOOK

    

    
      First edition. March 6, 2022.

      Copyright © 2022 Jenny Kellett.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8201111137

    

    
    
      Written by Jenny Kellett.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Llamas & Alpacas: The Ultimate Llama & Alpaca Book (Animal Books for Kids, #1)

Introduction

Llamas & Alpacas — The Basics

Species: Vicuña

Species: Guanaco

Species: Alpacas (Suri & Huacaya)

Species: Domesticated llamas

From Birth to Adulthood

Their Daily Lives

Llamas and Us

More Fun Facts

Llama & Alpaca Quiz

Sources

Sign up for Jenny Kellett's Mailing List

Also By Jenny Kellett

[image: image]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction
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There are few animals more adorable than llamas and alpacas. Their soft, fluffy coats and bright, wide eyes are just some of the reasons why so many people have fallen in love with these beautiful creatures.

In this book, we will take a look at llamas, as well as their close relatives the alpaca, vicuña, and guanaco. How can you tell them apart? Where do they live? And much more.

You’ll be bursting full of new knowledge, which you can test in the quiz at the end of the book.

Are you ready? Let’s go!
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Llamas & Alpacas — The Basics 
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What are they and where do they live? 

The scientific name for a llama is Lama glama.

• • •
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Llamas and alpacas are domesticated animals, like cats and dogs, and have been used by Andean cultures for food and as transport animals for over 500 years. They evolved from vicuña and guanaco, which remain wild and undomesticated today.

• • •
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Llamas are camelids, which puts them in the same family as camels and alpacas.

• • •
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Camelids are even-toed ungulates, which is a category of animal that also includes cows, pigs, and deer.

• • •
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They are also classified as mammals, meaning that they give birth to live young and feed them milk.
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The term lama is often used to describe all members of the camelid family, although most people just think it is llama misspelled.

• • •
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Llamas haven’t always lived in South America. It is thought that they originated in central North America 40 million years ago and only migrated to South America three million years ago.

• • •
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There are an estimated seven million llamas and alpacas living in South America. 
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A llama on top of Chimborazo volcano, the highest peak in Ecuador. 
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Llamas are very peaceful animals and are rarely violent. However, if they are angry or distressed they may spit at you!

• • •
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Llamas live to be around 20 years old. However, some live until they are 30.
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Llamas in Bolivia.

Llamas and alpacas look very similar, and that’s because they are! They both belong to the group called lamoids. Also in the lamoid family are vicuñas and guanacos, which we will take a closer look at soon.

• • •
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Fully-grown domesticated llamas weigh between 130 and 200 kg (290 and 440 lb) and reach a height of 1.7 to 1.8 m (5’7” to 5’11”).

• • •
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As well as being bred for transport, llamas have a soft undercoat, which is used for making clothes and handicrafts. Their coarser outercoat is used for rugs, ropes, and wall hangings.

• • •
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Llamas can’t be ridden by humans, except sometimes by small children.
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A llama.
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Llamas can run very fast — up to 40 mph (64km/h), but usually only if they are trying to escape danger.

• • •
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Llamas and alpacas are both very sociable, but llamas are slightly more independent than alpacas.

• • •
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Llamas only have teeth in the bottom front of their mouths. On the top, it is just rubbery. 
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Llamas in Peru.
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They also have molars at the back to help with chewing. 

• • •
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Llamas have been imported into the USA and Canada since the 1800s, and there are now over 150,000 llamas there. Some are kept as pets, but most are bred for their fiber.

[image: image]

Llamas also live happily in Australia. There are around 3,500 living there.

• • •
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Llamas’s feet have a unique structure that keeps them stable while walking on rocky terrain. They have two toes (rather than hooves), each with a toenail and a soft, leathery pad. Their soft feet cause minimal damage to the environment.
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Species: Vicuña 
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Scientific name: Vicugna vicugna

Vicuñas are one of two species of wild lamoid, which live in the very high alpine regions of the Andes. They live in family groups, which usually consist of one male and up to 15 females, as well as the young.

They are quite small compared to other members of the lamoid family and have a long woolly coat, which is brown on the back and white on the throat and chest. 

The vicuña is the national symbol of Peru and you will see it on the country’s coat of arms.
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A wild vicuña in the desert. 
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Although most vicuñas live in Peru, they can also be found in northwestern Argentina, Bolivia, and northern Chile.

Their coats produce fine, soft wool, which is very expensive as they can only be shorn once every three years. It is deemed so special, that the Inca forbade anyone except for royalty from wearing clothing made from vicuña wool.
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A group of vicuñas.
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Vicuñas are very valued by the Peruvian people and are protected by law. However, in the 1970s, the vicuña was listed as endangered as they were heavily hunted. In 1974 there were only 6,000 vicuñas left — but now, after new laws came into place, there are over 350,000!

Vicuñas are very shy animals. They have great hearing, so are easily disturbed by nearby humans or predators.
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Species: Guanaco
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Scientific name: Lama guanicoe

––––––––
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The guanaco is the other species of wild lamoid. Unlike the vicuña, they live in the lower alpine regions of the Andes. They are very closely related to the llama and are much larger than vicuñas. They are one of the largest land mammals living in South America.
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A female guanaco and her chulengo.
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Guanacos live in Peru, Bolivia, and Chile. There are populations of guanaco living in the Atacama desert, where in some areas, it hasn’t rained for over 50 years. However, the nearby coastline helps to create a water vapor fog over some areas of the desert that keeps cacti and succulent plants alive, which the guanacos then eat.
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A wild guanaco.
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Like the vicuña, they have very beautiful, soft fur (similar to cashmere), which is very expensive. They have grey faces and small, straight ears. 

There are an estimated 400,000-600,000 guanacos living in South America. However, several populations of guanaco are listed as a threatened species, and there is a risk they will become extinct. In Peru, for example, there are only around 3,500 guanacos left. And in Paraguay, only 100.

There are also around 300 guanacos living in zoos across the USA, but otherwise, they have not been domesticated.
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Species: Alpacas (Suri & Huacaya) 
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Scientific name: Vicugna pacos

The vicugna pacos species is made up of the two breeds of alpaca: Suri and Huacaya. They live on the Altiplano plateau of the Andes mountain range, at around 4,000m elevation. 
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A group of domesticated alpacas being walked.
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Approximately 90 percent of all alpacas are huacaya alpacas and more than half of the global population of alpacas lives in Peru.
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A huacaya alpaca in New Zealand.
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Alpacas and llamas are often confused, but the easiest way to tell them apart is by their size — alpacas are much smaller than llamas. While llamas were bred to be working animals, alpacas were bred for their fur (known as fiber), which is similar to sheep’s wool, only finer. 

Alpaca fiber comes in 22 natural colors and is popular for making items such as ponchos, blankets, and scarves.
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A suri alpaca.
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Suri and huacaya alpacas look very similar — when they are born they weigh and look the same. However, the main difference is in their coats. Huacaya fiber is spongier and curlier, while the suri’s is softer, longer, and straighter—almost like dreadlocks.
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Species: Domesticated llamas
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Scientific name: Lama glama

The domestic llama is just that—domesticated. They are calm, friendly and spend most of their lives working up and down the mountains. Recently they have also been used as therapy animals in nursing homes and rehabilitation centers. 
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Llamas are almost twice the size of alpacas and have longer heads and tall, curved ears. 

Their coats can be a wide range of different colors, even spotted, and although their fiber is used to make clothing and other goods, it is not as popular as the alpacas, which are slightly softer.
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