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Introduction

I always believed the Inquisition was a grim chapter confined to medieval history textbooks. Bonfires, torture chambers, witch hunts. Something long buried in the past.

But it is not. The Inquisition never died. It merely changed its clothes. It shed the cassock and put on the business suit of an “expert.” It left the damp dungeons and relocated to television studios and courtrooms. Its Latin—the language of ancient verdicts—mutated into the pseudo-scientific jargon of “totalitarian sects,” “mind control,” and “brainwashing.” Yet its essence, its icy breath, its purpose remain unchanged: to track down, brand, and destroy dissent.

This book is a chronicle of my descent into the world of modern inquisitors. Into the world of self-proclaimed saviors, moral crusaders, and “defenders of society” whom I call “saintly perverts.”

I chose this provocative term not for shock value, but because it is the most precise diagnosis.

“Saintly”—because they always act under the mask of absolute virtue. It may be the cassock of a priest rescuing orphans, the ID of a human-rights defender fighting for justice, or the diploma of a psychologist “healing” lost souls. They claim the right to speak on behalf of God, science, or the common good. They are bearers of ultimate truth, and their mission is sacred.

“Perverts”—because beneath this mask lies a grotesque distortion of the very mission they proclaim. This is not always sexual perversion, although, as you will see, disturbingly often it becomes precisely that. It is a perversion of truth, where lies and manipulation become the primary weapons. A perversion of justice, where the law is used as a cudgel against the undesirable. A perversion of compassion, where “salvation” turns into abduction, torture, and psychological annihilation. And in the most horrifying cases I have investigated, it is a perversion of human nature itself—where the “savior” turns out to be a sadist, a pedophile, a predator.

This book is a defense of a fundamental human right: the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion. My central thesis is simple—and terrifying:

The modern anti-cult movement, which emerged as a marginal phenomenon in the West and reached the scale of a state ideology in Russia, today represents one of the most serious and underestimated threats to the foundations of democratic society. It is a ready-made technology of repression—a universal template for suppressing any form of dissent, eagerly adopted by authoritarian regimes.

I did not reach this conclusion from behind a desk. I followed a path that took me across continents and into the darkest corners of the human psyche. This book is an invitation to walk that path with me.








Part I. Fallen “Saviors”

Chapter 1. “Saviors,” Smugglers, and the Silence of the Lambs

I found myself in Croatia almost by accident. In the autumn of 2023, I traveled to Zagreb to finish interviews for another investigation—into post-Soviet anti-cult networks and their European partners. It was supposed to be a short trip: a few meetings, archival work, a couple of recordings for a documentary project. But the moment I arrived in a city still buzzing with discussion of the “Zambian case,” it became clear there was no escaping this story. It lived in conversations, in newspaper clippings pinned to café walls, in the icy politeness of officials who were “not authorized to comment.”

It began, as such things often do, with a brief news item that flickered at the edge of my attention. December 2022. Eight Croatian citizens arrested in Zambia on suspicion of child trafficking. Four married couples. Four young children from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The headlines were loud and contradictory: “Croatian Adoptive Parents Detained in Africa,” “International Child-Trafficking Scandal.” The story seemed at once tragic and banal—another episode in the long, painful saga of intersecting poverty and wealth, desperation and hope.

At the time, I was deeply immersed in a completely different investigation—the dark and tangled history of the modern anti-cult movement. I was studying how a movement that arose under the banner of “protecting society from destructive sects” had itself become an instrument of repression; how its leaders, like modern inquisitors, branded dissenters, destroyed lives, and inflamed hatred. The Zambian incident seemed far removed from my primary subject. And yet something about it unsettled me—a vague, familiar motif I could not immediately identify.

I set the story aside, but it kept resurfacing. First in the Croatian press, where public opinion split sharply. Some saw the arrested couples as heroes willing to do anything to fulfill their dream of parenthood—rescuing orphans from poverty and chaos. Others viewed them as cynical violators who had disregarded law and ethics for personal desire.

Then the story took on stranger contours. Among those arrested was Noa Kralević—a well-known LGBT activist in Croatia, a transgender man, and a member of the left-green political party Možemo!.

That was the moment it clicked. The puzzle pieces began to align. An activist. A savior. A person publicly devoted to fighting for rights and justice—now at the center of a scandal involving vulnerable children in one of the poorest regions of the world. This image of a “saint” whose methods raise serious questions was painfully familiar. It was the very pattern I kept encountering in my investigation of anti-cult activists: the pattern of self-proclaimed saviors whose shadows turn out to be far longer—and darker—than they wish to reveal.

I decided to dig deeper. And the deeper I went, the clearer it became: the Zambian knot was only one loop in a vast global network where benevolence masks perversion, hypocrisy, and crime.



The Anatomy of “Salvation”

On December 7, 2022, at Ndola Airport in Zambia, four Croatian couples were arrested: Damir and Nadica Magić; Zoran Subošić and Azra Imamović Subošić; Ladislav and Aleksandra Peršić; and Noa and Ivona Kralević. They were charged with attempting to traffic four children—citizens of the Democratic Republic of the Congo—based on suspicions of forged adoption documents.

The couples spent over a month in detention before being released on bail in January 2023, with restrictions on movement. In early February, however, the court unexpectedly dismissed the case and ordered their immediate departure from the country. Nevertheless, they were re-arrested at the airport on the same charges.

The situation provoked widespread debate in Croatia. Human-rights activists and liberal media supported the couples, while conservative outlets pointed to inconsistencies in the adoption process. On June 1, 2023, the Ndola court acquitted all eight Croatians, ruling that the prosecution had failed to prove document forgery or criminal intent. The Croatians returned home with the children.

A happy ending.

But was it truly a happy ending?
For me, as a researcher, this story was only beginning. The acquittal did not answer the central questions—it sharpened them.



Unanswered Questions: Entering the Context

The first and most fundamental question was this: how was the adoption of children from the Democratic Republic of the Congo even possible? Since 2017, the DRC has imposed a total ban on international adoptions. A country devastated by decades of war and instability attempted, through this measure, to stop the outflow of children abroad—a flow that was often indistinguishable from human trafficking.

Moreover, the Congolese Family Code (Article 653) explicitly prohibits adoption by homosexual and transgender couples or individuals. Noa Kralević, a transgender man married to a woman, fell squarely under this prohibition. The Croatian portal Narod.hr, which took a hard line on the case, noted that the couple had effectively bypassed Croatian law as well, which at the time did not recognize same-sex marriages or adoption by such couples. They were married in an Evangelical church as “a man and a woman,” allowing them to formally meet the legal requirements.

This raises unavoidable questions. How could an activist dedicated to defending rights engage in a process that knowingly violated the laws of the children’s country of origin? How could Croatian courts validate adoption documents from a country where international adoption was banned outright? Later, the Croatian Supreme Court issued a special warning to lower courts, urging “thorough verification” of such documents—an indirect acknowledgment that the system had failed.

Defenders of the Croatian couples argued that they acted through a Congolese lawyer who assured them the procedure was legal—that they had been misled. Perhaps. But ignorance Dows not absolve responsibility, especially when children’s lives are at stake. And especially when the individuals involved are public figures—activists who, by definition, are expected to set an example of legal and ethical conduct.

In the comments section of Lusaka Times, one reader wrote:

“Noa Kralević is not a human-rights defender. This is a lesbian who mutilated herself and takes testosterone to grow a beard. She is an LGBT activist.”

Another added:

“The question is how Noa Kralević was allowed to adopt at all as a transgender person—biologically female but legally male. This couple effectively circumvented Croatian laws that prohibit adoption by same-sex unions.”

These comments, saturated with homophobic and transphobic rhetoric, reflect only one side of the conflict. But if we strip away prejudice, the core issue remains: was this process ethical? Can children be “saved” by violating the laws of their own country? Dows this not resemble a form of neo-colonialism, where affluent Europeans, cloaked in good intentions, effectively purchase children amid the chaos and corruption of African states?

After returning from Zambia, Noa Kralević did not retreat from public life. As Narod.hr reported in October 2023, he was serving as program director of the association K-zona, conducting educational trainings for members of Croatia’s civil-servants’ union. The topic: “Equality in the Workplace for Everyone!”—a program dedicated to protecting LGBT+ employees’ rights. The project was partially funded by Croatia’s Government Office for NGOs.

Thus, a person whose actions in Africa had triggered an international scandal and profound ethical questions was now instructing Croatian state employees on human rights. This surreal reversal reminded me of other “saviors” whose stories I had studied—stories in which the façade of benevolence collapsed, revealing not merely ethical ambiguity, but a genuine criminal abyss.



The Mask of the “Anti-Cultist”: The Jakub Jahl Case in Tanzania

One case, exposed through documentary investigations, became central to my work. It is the distilled essence of everything this book seeks to explain.

Jakub Jahl, born in 1989, a Czech citizen. A former Mormon. A theology student. And most importantly, a fervent anti-cult activist.

A man who built a reputation as a fighter against “dangerous sects,” a humanitarian, a volunteer.

In 2019, he appeared in Tanzania. Together with his girlfriend and a friend, he settled in the city of Moshi, telling locals he was raising funds in Europe to help orphaned children. He began cooperating with a small community shelter, Nature and Skills Centre, which provided food, shelter, and basic education to vulnerable children. Jahl used the center as a backdrop for fundraising, posting emotionally charged photos and videos of impoverished children on social media to solicit donations from Europeans.

The money flowed. But almost none of it reached the children. Witnesses—former colleagues, volunteers, and local residents—consistently testified that Jahl spent donations on drugs, alcohol, and sexual exploitation of local boys.

That was only the beginning.

What occurred behind closed doors in his rented house and within the shelter itself reveals a picture of unfiltered cruelty.

An investigation based on dozens of testimonies, including those presented in the documentary “Victims of Jakub Jahl in Africa,” uncovered a systematic pattern of abuse:


	● Systematic sexual violence. Numerous children—both boys and girls—were victimized. One survivor, Violet, testified that at the age of thirteen she was drugged, assaulted, and injured with a knife. Another witness, the father of a young child, described severe abuse carried out under threats of violence against the child.

	● Drugs as a tool of control. Jahl mixed sedatives—and possibly hormonal substances—into children’s food and drinks, calling them “vitamins.” He administered injections that left boys lethargic and disoriented. He openly used marijuana in their presence.

	● Terror and intimidation. When the management of Nature and Skills Centre attempted to expel him, witnesses state that Jahl hired local criminals to vandalize and loot the facility. He routinely carried a knife or machete, threatening anyone who opposed him.

	● Occult manipulation. Beyond physical abuse, Jahl cultivated an atmosphere of fear and mysticism. Former volunteers recount being taken at night to sacred baobab trees, where he conducted ritualistic activities involving drums, claiming communication with spirits and supernatural power. He boasted of devotion to “Satan Nova” and claimed protection from powerful patrons.



Throughout this period, on his public pages in the Czech Republic, Jahl continued to present himself as an “expert on cults.” He published videos condemning religious groups and labeled African spiritual traditions as “witchcraft.” He insisted he was rescuing children from “dangerous sects.”

This double standard—accusing others of precisely what one practices oneself—is a classic mechanism of psychological projection, common among many anti-cult activists I have studied. They construct an external enemy—the “cult”—to legitimize their own aggression and thirst for control. Jahl carried this mechanism to a grotesque extreme. His “fight against cults” served as a smokescreen for predatory and violent impulses.

Despite police reports and an official Tanzanian social-services assessment, Jakub Jahl managed to flee the country before arrest. Today he remains free—in the Czech Republic. He studies pedagogy at Charles University, training to become a teacher. He has even appeared on television, including CNN, as a “cult expert.” Czech authorities claim they cannot open an investigation without a formal request from Tanzania—a position that contradicts international child-protection conventions.

The Jahl case is not an anomaly. It is a demonstration of a system at work—a system in which the label “fighter for good” grants effective immunity for committing evil.



Gregory Dow in Kenya

Almost in parallel with the Jahl case, a near-mirror story unfolded involving Gregory Dow, an American missionary who founded an orphanage in Kenya in 2008. He asked children to call him “Papa” and was funded through donations from Pennsylvania. For nearly a decade, Dow was regarded as a benefactor—until, in 2017, two girls escaped and reported long-term sexual abuse.

An investigation initiated by Kenyan nurse Margaret Ruto established that Dow had abused multiple underage girls over several years. His wife, Mary Rose Dow, was found to be complicit, transporting victims to receive contraceptive procedures, enabling the abuse to continue without detection.

Dow had been a registered sex offender in the United States, but no background check was conducted in Kenya. When his crimes became public, he fled the country; his wife received only a minor fine. Through Ruto’s efforts, U.S. authorities opened a case, and in 2021 Dow was sentenced to more than fifteen years in prison. The judge called him a “missionary from hell,” underscoring how charity can conceal extreme violence.



The Russian Connection: Skeletons in the Anti-Cult Closet

All these stories—the Zambian case, Jahl’s Tanzanian crimes, Dow’s Kenyan orphanage—formed a single disturbing picture. To understand its roots, I had to return to the core of my investigation: the modern anti-cult movement, whose ideological center lies in Russia.

Unexpectedly, the Zambian case revealed this connection.

The complaint against the Croatians was filed by former Croatian MP Ivan Pernar. His rhetoric was accusatory and inflammatory: he claimed the adoptions were orchestrated by “European pedophile and LGBT networks.” These statements spread rapidly through Croatian media and were soon amplified by Russian outlets, including RT, Sputnik, and Tsargrad, where they were framed as evidence of the “moral decay of the West” and a threat to “traditional values.”

Pernar is openly pro-Russian, a frequent guest on Russian state television, where he repeats standard Kremlin narratives about Western corruption and Moscow’s moral leadership. Though not formally tied to Russian anti-cult figures such as Alexander Dvorkin, it is through such intermediaries that narratives are laundered into ideological weapons.

Thus, allegations of “humanitarian pedophiles” became another brick in the Russian media’s










The Zambian Knot in Global Perspective
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