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Introduction
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Many people want to raise chickens when they think of food, but raising ducks is actually known to be easier. They are even great foragers amongst gardens, picking out slugs and other critters that can cause harm to your vegetable garden. There are many duck breeds that supply a large and nutritional supply of eggs, and they can be raised for their meat as well.
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Reasons to Choose Ducks
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You may still be wondering why you should raise ducks over chickens, but look at some of the reasons below. There are many reasons that people choose ducks over chickens, but it’s a personal preference as well. This section will also help to make sure that you’ve thought about keeping ducks. With how long they live, this is not an easy commitment to make. 

	They’re Healthier: Ducks are healthier than chickens because they spend most of their time in the water. They aren’t as susceptible to external parasites like mites, but chickens get infected by them often. Most parasites that try to latch on ducks will drown. Ducks also have a better immune system, which makes them less likely to contact disease. 

	Better in the Cold: Ducks have another layer of fat that chickens don’t have. They even have waterproofing on their feathers, which will help to protect your ducks against the elements. This means that they’re more likely to do better in cold climates. 

	Heat Tolerance: Ducks have a higher heat tolerance as well, meaning they do well in tropical weather too so long as they have a pond to swim around in. 

	They’re Quiet: Chickens aren’t quiet, and so they can be a pain to raise. Of course, ducks are, which is another reason that you might want to choose them. Male ducks don’t cause the same ruckus as roosters do either. 

	Duck Eggs are Better: Duck eggs are commonly considered superior to chicken eggs because they have a richer flavor and they’re larger. They are known to have more nutrition in them as well, and they have a larger amount of protein. Duck eggs also are less likely to break and have a longer shelf life than chicken eggs. Many bakers swear by duck eggs for baking cakes and breads!

	More Eggs: Ducks actually lay eggs more regularly as well. You’ll usually get three to four eggs from a female duck daily, and they lay year round as well. 

	Less Aggressive: Ducks aren’t as aggressive with their pecking order, so you can usually introduce more ducks later on without any serious problems. 

	Better for the Lawn: Ducks are easier on your lawn as well because they won’t scratch it bare like chickens will. Ducks will trample it a little bit, but they won’t mess with the basic greenery. 

	Pest Control: Ducks are good for pest control as well, and they eat many critters that can be detrimental for your garden as stated before. 


Now you know all the reasons you should choose ducks as part of your smart homesteading plan, All that’s left to learn is to learn how to raise ducks so that you can get started. 


Chapter 1: Raising Ducks FAQ

In this section, you’ll learn a little bit about the most frequently asked questions and their answers before moving forward with your raising ducks guide. There’s no need to worry about common questions.

What’s a good drake to duck ratio?

Drakes being male ducks are actually needed for your flock. You don’t want to keep too many drakes because it’ll cause a lot of competition in you flock which will also result in over-mating. Ducks can actually be hurt by too much mating, and it can even lead to death if done in excess. You should only have one drake for every five ducks, which is good for light breeds. However, if you’re only keeping two ducks, you can keep a single drake and a single duck. 

Though, if you see she’s losing too many feathers at the back of her neck or head, then your duck is being overbred. The back of the neck is where your drake will grab your duck during mating. If you do have too many drakes and you don’t want to get rid of them by either slaughtering them for meat, selling or giving them away, then you can keep the drakes in a separate pin during breeding season from February to September. 

Are ducks extremely noisy?

Not every duck breed is as noisy as the next. You’ll find that there are some breeds that are actually quieter. If you’re curious how noisy your ducks will be, then try to think about what breed you’re going to get, what time of year it will be, and the number of ducks that you’ll be getting. Call ducks, even though they’re small, are the noisiest ducks that you can get. There are other miniature ducks that are fairly quiet, and when they do quack they can be quieter. 

However, all ducks are a little noisy during mating season. Keeping your ducks housed before morning means that they’ll be kept away from your neighbors even if they start to get a little noisy during the day. Most people don’t consider ducks noisy with the exception of call ducks. If you’re comparing them to chickens, then they aren’t really noisy at all. Still, all animals will make some noise and you should keep this in mind. Don’t forget to check to see if you are zoned to be allowed to keep ducks at all. If you aren’t zoned, then you can get in a lot of trouble if your neighbors complain about the noise. You’ll likely be fined and forced to get rid of your ducks. 
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Can chicken and ducks be raised together?

You’ll find that different people have different opinions about if you can raise ducks and chickens together. Most people agree that they should be kept separate because you’ll have a few problems if you don’t. For one, you’ll find that chickens and ducks will start fighting if you put them together. Chickens can cause damage to your ducks due to their sharp beaks as well. You’d also need to take extra precaution if you plan to keep cockerels (Juvenile Male Roosters) and drakes (Juvenile Male Ducks) together. Ducklings and chicks actually require different feed as well. If you don’t keep separate waterers, then your ducks and can dirty your chicken’s water as well. 

Can you garden if you keep ducks?

This question is a little complicated. It really depends on what you’re looking for in your gardening. If you’re looking for a nice lawn and neat flowerbeds, then you can’t usually do this unless you’re going to completely fence off your garden from your ducks. If you want an orchard, then it’ll be just fine. If you want a garden that produces vegetables then most ducks will be okay. They can help to keep critters out, but they’re going to take some of your vegetables as well. It all really depends on the amount of ducks you have, what you’re growing, and what types of ducks you’ll be getting. 

When can I expect eggs?

Ducks lay eggs around twenty to twenty-four weeks. They’ll only start to lay eggs if you give them the correct food and lighting though. Otherwise, you can’t expect eggs until it starts to warm up. You’ll need to switch to a layer/breeder feed that has more vitamins and calcium for your female ducks when they start to lay. Your drakes will not want to eat this feed. Remember that the amount of eggs that you can expect will depend on the type of duck breed that you decide on. 
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Can you crossbreed ducks?

Yes, any duck that have can be crossbred with another duck. The only problem that can be caused would be the size. If you have a miniature, it will not always be able to crossbred with a normal sized duck. This can cause harm to your miniature, so keep that in mind when buying or raising your flock. However, there are times that your ducks can breed despite size differences. If you don’t want your ducks to crossbreed, then you’ll want to get one type of duck or keep them separate during the day and at night. 

How do I tell my males from females?

With ducklings you won’t be able to tell unless you know how to use vent sexing, but you’ll find that you need to be careful if you don’t want to hurt them. However, when your ducks are older, you’ll find that males are usually slightly larger. You’ll also find that drakes usually only make raspy noises. Female ducks are much noisier. During breeding season, you’ll find that your drakes will grow colorful plumage for mating as well. 

Do I have to clip my duck’s wings?

This is completely up to you. However, if you don’t clip the wings, then your ducks can actually fly away. Of course, if you have a pond it is much less likely that your ducks will fly away. If you have a small number of ducks, then spend a lot of time with them. Your ducks are less likely to fly away if they feel that they are attached to you. Ducks can often become attached to the people that are taking care of them, so this is a good preventive method. 

However, make sure that you don’t get too attached to the ducks if you plan to use them for meat. Remember that you should never name something that you’re going to slaughter for food if you want to avoid emotional distress. Even if ducks do fly away, they may come back for occasional visits. Some people risk their ducks flying away by not clipping their wings so that predators won’t get them. If your ducks can’t fly, then you’ll find that they are rather defenseless. 

Do ducks always need a pen?

Even if you feel that you don’t have predators around you, you’ll still need to
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Chapter3: A Little about Duck Health


Common Ailments


	Aspergillosis: This is labored and heavy breathing. It’s extremely similar to pneumonia, and it can be caused by moldy bedding easily. It can also be caused by unclean bedding which will cause mold. You can treat it using fungicidal remedies, but managing your bedding is usually best. If you can keep it mold free, then it’s going to prevent it in the long term. 

	Coccidiosis: You’ll find that there are a few symptoms to look out for but you usually start to notice blood in their droppings first. You’ll then see thin, weak birds. This is because their gut lining is being attacked from the inside out. This happens in hot wet conditions usually because the ground starts to become infested by Coccidia. You’ll need to go to a vet to get this treated. You can avoid problems in the future if you make sure that young ducklings graze on green grass, and make sure to move their grazing area on a regular basis so that it doesn’t become infected or polluted. 

	Mites: You’ll notice your first symptoms of mites by the excessive scratching because they cause irritation through blood sucking. Infected birds coming into contact with other birds is what causes the infection, but it can also be where other infected birds were grazing. You can treat mites with pesticides, but make sure to be careful with the instructions, especially the withdrawal time for treatment. 

	Botulism: You’ll find that symptoms include loss of control in wing movement, legs and even necks. It can also cause your ducks to have an inability to swallow. This happens when you let your ducks graze near rotting vegetables or animal waste or near it. It’s a result of bacterial infection, and prevention is always best. You need to prevent them from swimming in polluted water as well. Make sure you always give your ducks clean water for drinking, and seek advice from a vet if you feel this is afflicting your ducks. 

	Maggots: You’ll usually be able to see maggots, but dirty and dry vent is a system as well. This can be due to giving your ducks too little water, meaning they won’t be able to drink or bathe enough. You’d need to pick the maggots away from the area, and then treat with a suitable ointment or spray. You’d get that from your vet, and you’ll need to make sure that they have enough water in the future. Internal problems can result of a severe infection, and if that’s the case the duck would need put down. 

	Respiratory Issues: When your ducks are sitting hunched up or they’re bobbing their heads with their tail up, then they’re having breathing issues. It’s often caused from a bacterial infection, and it can happen in extremely wet weather. You’ll need antibiotics from your vet. 

	Sinus Problems: You’ll often notice puffed up cheeks and weeping nostrils. This is caused by bacteria as well, which means you’ll be seeking antibiotics from your vet. This can lead to hardened cheeks that are incurable if left untreated. You usually need antibiotic injections to cure this bacteria at all. 

	Worms: This can first be seen by noticing a drop in the eggs that your ducks produces. It can also cause your ducks to have an increased appetite, which can be caused from tape worms or round worms. Ducks can pick these up from foraging on dirt, infected ground. Worm tablets can usually be obtained from the vet. 

	Lameness: You’ll notice limping in your ducks, and it can be caused by quite a few things. Make sure that there are no sharp stones or sharp fragments in the area. Your duck’s webbing on their feet can easily be infected or split, and their legs can be damaged through careless handling as well. Take care of the wound if that’s the cause of lameness, and isolate them on a bed of clean straw until they heal. 



Chapter4: Building Predator Proof Housing


Rule for Building a Pen


	Rule 1: Build your pen in order to keep predators out. Don’t build it in mind to keep your birds in or you’ll make many common mistakes. It is easy to contain birds, but it is harder to keep coyotes, foxes, raccoons and other predators out. You should do some research to find out what predators are in your area, and build your pen in order to keep those specific predators out. 

	Rule 2: Remember that everyone has predators around their ducks. Just because you live in a city doesn’t mean that there aren’t predators in your area. You may not see raccoons and possums, but they are there as well. You’ll even find that coyotes are being found in many urban areas as well.

	Rule 3: Your ducks will get eaten if you don’t do something. As I said in the beginning of this chapter, you can’t ever assume that it is an ‘if’ your ducks get eaten. 

	Rule 4: Bad pens are actually worse for your ducks than having no pen at all. If your pen isn’t secure, it will actually trap your ducks in even though the predator is in there as well. This will make them an easy meal for the predator that gets in. 

	Rule 5: You can’t just protect them from predators as they come. You need to take preventive measures because if not you’ll lose many ducks along the way. It is you’re responsibly to keep your ducks safe once you decide to raise them. 


Common Mistakes:


	Roofing: You need to make sure that your pen has a roof. So many people seem to think that a tarp counts, but it just won’t work. Your roof should be made of a heavy wire if you don’t make a solid roof entirely. Raccoons are very destructive, and they are very smart like most predators. Predators will often chew through a tarp in a short amount of time. Tarps can also accumulate water which will cause them to collapse. Tarps just aren’t a long term or safe solution for the roof of your pen. 

	Chain Link: You shouldn’t assume that chain link fences are predator proof. Many raccoons can eat your duck even through a chain link fence. Raccoons will actually scare ducks to one side and another will pull the ducks head through the fence. You need about four feet of hardware cloth around the bottom of your cage. Of course, you can use any solid material such as wood. Make sure to put hardware cloth along the inside if that is what you decide to use. 

	Flooring:  You actually need a floor on your pen as well because predators can both climb and dig. You cage needs to be fully enclosed for your ducks. However, that doesn’t mean that you need a solid floor. You can actually use wire. The wire can even be buried under the ground. Keep in mind that raccoons can actually lift chain link dog kennels though, so you need to make sure that it’s secure. 

	Door Latches: You need door latches as well because raccoons can open doors and lift latches. It is best to use a padlock or a carabiner clip to help secure your door latches. 


Knowing Your Predators


	Weasels: This is an easy predator to have around you, and they can get into even small holes. They will kill birds even if they don’t plan to eat all of them. They just plan to come back for the dead birds later, so it’s important to buy hardware cloth. 

	Raccoons: This is an extremely common predator, and they’re agile as well as smart. They can loosen boards and put them back too. They will even test things for weaknesses to see if they can get in. 

	Bobcats: Bobcats, mountain lions and bears are in the same class of predators, and they are both strong and vicious. They will need a solid construction to protect against. You can’t keep these predators out with hardware cloth or chicken wire. 

	Opossums: It is a debate on if these predators actually eat birds that aren’t already dead. Still, it’s best to protect against them. 

	Foxes: These are tough to protect against because they’re both fast and smart. They can even climb and dig.

	Pets: Cats and dogs can attack your ducks as well. Even if a dog is just trying to play with your duck, they can kill them by injuring them while playing. They can also carry pasteurella which is toxic to most birds. 

	Raptors: This is mostly a problem during the day, which is why you need a top to your pen. Horned owls, which are seen at night, can often kill smaller ducks. Other large predator birds are something you need to watch out for as well. 
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Chapter 7: More about Feeding Your Ducks


What They Can Eat


	Bird Feed: Bird seed will make ducks happy because they actually love seeds. You can actually feed your ducks chicken feed as well. Just pick whatever is most cost effective, and they can actually eat scratch grains or any grains that chickens can eat too. Ducks even like layered feed, and if you have a female you’ll want to give her a little more protein. This is needed for laying a good amount of eggs. 

	Cracked Corn: You can give your ducks whole kernel corn, but many people believe that it’s easier for your ducks to digest if you crack the corn first. However, other people believe that oils on the outside of your whole kernels can be better for your ducks.  

	Bugs: Your ducks can forage, so they can find bugs on their own. Though, you can buy or raise bugs for your ducks as well. Ducks aren’t picky about the bugs they eat, and they’ll eat meal worms, night crawlers or almost any kind of insect. 



Treats for Your Ducks


	Fruit: This needs to just be a treat for your ducks because it’s unhealthy if they eat it in excess. Ducks love berries, seeded fruit, pit fruits, and melons. They can even eat watermelon rind, so there’s no need to throw them away anymore. They can even eat fruit that’s a little too ripe for you to eat, and they’ll still love it. 

	Vegetables: Ducks love vegetables such as peas, squash, cucumbers, zucchini, kale, or even broccoli so you can easily feed your duck these vegetables. Just make sure that they don’t have pesticides on them if you’re buying them from the store. Just make sure not to overpay for it. 

	Whole Grains: Ducks love grains, but you shouldn’t feed them anything but whole grains or they’ll pack on too much fat. Ducks actually gain weight easily, so make sure to limit their whole grains. They enjoy snacks like whole wheat bread, brown rice, oats and quinoa. 

	Protein Foods: Sometimes you need to add a little more protein in you duck’s diet, so you can give them snacks with protein in them as well. Scrambled eggs are actually a great way to feed your ducks proteins, but it can feel a little odd. This is great to feed them if you have too many eggs, which can happen during warmer months. 


Some Food Supplements


	Grit: If your ducks have access to dirt, then they’ll likely not need grit. Ducks will usually find small pebbles to eat to help to grind up their food. However, if they’re in solid grass, you’ll need to purchase a bag of grit to help them. Throw a handful or two in there are about once a week. This will help them to digest their food like they need to. 

	Oyster Shell: If you are having an issue with your duck’s eggs coming out pitted or with thin sells, then you might want to consider this supplement. This will give them the needed calcium to strengthen the shells of their eggs. You can usually find this at a local feed store as well. 


What Not to Feed Your Ducks


	Spinach: Spinach can keep your ducks from absorbing calcium which will resort in eggs with thin shells. 

	Citrus Fruit: This fruit will also keep your duck from absorbing any calcium, which will make your eggs easy to break. 

	Iceberg Lettuce: This is able to be fed to you ducks in small amounts, but with too much your ducks will usually suffer from diarrhea. This can throw your duck’s whole body off. 

	Eggplant & White Potatoes & Green Tomatoes: These are part of the nightshade family, and every part of their plants are toxic to ducks. 

	Raw & Dried Beans: You can give your ducks beans if they are cooked or sprouted. Dried or raw beans are toxic to ducks. 


Get a Feeder & Waterer


Chapter 8: 7 Bonus Duck Recipes 


Duck Breasts with Blackberry Sauce






	1 ½ Tablespoons Butter, Unsalted

	1 Tablespoon Honey, Raw

	½ Cup Fruity Red Wine 

	¾ Cup Chicken Stock

	1 Shallot, Minced

	¼ Cup Blackberry Jam, Seedless

	1 Tablespoon Fresh Thyme, Minced

	4 Boneless Duck Breasts



	Start by heating your oven to 375, and rinse your duck breasts. Don’t forget to pat them dry, and then season them with salt and pepper. 

	Take a nonstick pan, and put your duck breasts in with the skin side down. Cook until browned, and pour off any excess fat. Don’t throw the fat away, and put your duck breasts on a roasting pan. Roast in the oven for about fifteen minutes, and now you can start to prepare the sauce. 

	Melt your butter in a small pan, and stir in your honey. Make sure to cook and stir until it’s blended.

	Stir in your wine, shallot, and stock, bringing it to a boil. 

	Add in your jam, and season with salt, pepper and thyme. Reduce the heat, letting it simmer for fifteen minutes. Stir occasionally and adjust seasoning to taste. 

	Bring it back to a low boil, and continue cooking until it thickens and is ready to serve. 

	Remove your duck breasts from the oven when they’re done, and let them stand for a few minutes. Remove your fatty skins, and then serve them on a plate with your duck sauce on top. 


Traditional Roast Duck with Citrus Sauce 






	5 ½ lb Pekin Duck (or Long Island), Neck Reserved

	1 Lemon, ½ Cut in Wedges with ½ Juiced 

	1 Navel Orange, ½ Cut in Wedges with ½ Juiced

	2 Cups Water

	½ Teaspoon Soy Sauce 

	2 Tablespoons Coriander Seeds

	½ Tablespoons Butter, Unsalted & Softened

	1 Tablespoon All Purpose Flour 



	Start by heating your oven to 325, and prick your duck all over. Use a sharp knife, and season the cavity with salt and pepper before stuffing it with your lemon and orange wedges.

	Take a medium roasting pan, and combine your duck neck with your coriander seeds. Place the duck on the rack, seasoning it with salt and pepper. You can then set it in your roasting pan, covering it with foil. Bring the water to a boil over high heat, transferring it to the oven and roasting for an hour. Most of the fat should be rendered. 

	You can then transfer the duck to your work surface, and turn your oven to 350 now. Strain your pan juices into a medium bowl, skimming the fat off. Return the duck to the pan, and prick it all over once more. Roast again for an hour, but this time it needs to be uncovered. 

	Increase the oven to 400, tipping the juices from the cavity into your roasting pan and transferring your duck to a baking sheet. Make sure that baking sheet has a large rim, and roast for 45 more minutes. The meat should be tender while the skin is also crisp. 

	Set your roasting pan over high heat, and add your orange and lemon juices. Make sure to bring it to a boil, and add your reserved juices from the pan. Add in your soy sauce, boiling for another minute. Pour the liquid into a small saucepan, bringing it to a simmer over medium high heat next. 

	Take a medium bowl, making a paste with your flour and butter, whisking in ¼ cup of the liquid until smooth. Scrape the mixture into your saucepan, simmering over low heat again. Keep whisking until your sauce has thickened which will take about two minutes. Season it with salt and pepper again. 

	Transfer your duck to a carving board and let rest for at least ten minutes before carving. Serve it with your citrus sauce. 


Crockpot Chinese Roasted Duck






	1 ½ Teaspoons White Sugar

	1 Teaspoon Sea Salt

	¼ Teaspoon Black Pepper

	1-3 Cloves Garlic, Minced

	3 Tablespoons Ginger, Minced

	1 Tablespoon Honey, Raw

	2 Tablespoons Soy Sauce

	5 Green Onions, Whole

	5 lb Duck



	Start by putting a rack in your slow cooker, and then place your green onions on the rack. 

	Take a bowl, mixing your garlic, sugar, ginger, honey, soy sauce, salt and pepper together. Brush your duck down with this. 

	Put your duck in your slow cooker with the breast side up, and cook on high for four hours. 

	Serve while still warm. 


Savory Duck Gumbo






	2 Wild Ducks, Chopped

	½ Cup Canola Oil

	1 lb Smoked Sausage, Sliced

	2 Cups Onion, Chopped

	2/3 Cup All Purpose Flour 

	1 ½ Cups Green Pepper, Chopped

	1 ½ Celery, Sliced

	2 Tablespoons Parsley, Fresh & Minced

	14.5 Ounces Stewed Tomatoes, Canned

	1 Tablespoon Garlic, Minced

	2 Bay Leaves

	2 Tablespoons Worcestershire Sauce

	1 Teaspoon Thyme, Dried

	2 Quarts Water

	1 Teaspoon Thyme, Dried

	1 ½ Teaspoons Black Pepper

	1 Teaspoon Sea Salt



	Brown your duck in batches in oil, and then remove it to set aside. Discard everything but 2/3 cup of drippings. Add in your flour, cooking and stirring over medium high heat until browned. This will take ten to twelve minutes. 

	Add in your onion, green pepper, sausage, celery, garlic and parsley. Cook for another ten minutes, making sure to stir occasionally. 

	Stir in your remaining ingredients, and add your duck back in. make sure to bring it to a boil, and reduce the heat. Cover and let it simmer for an hour to an hour and fifteen minutes. The duck should be tender. 

	Remove your duck, and debone it, cutting it into chunks. Simmer for five to ten minutes until heated through, and serve with rice. 


Simple Crockpot Duck






	1 Whole Duck

	1 Package Onion Soup Mix 

	4 Cups Potatoes, Peeled & Chopped

	2 Cups Carrots, Chopped

	1 Medium Onion, Chopped

	2 Tablespoons Butter

	½ Cup Water

	Sea Salt & Pepper to Taste



	Take your duck and remove the neck and giblets. Rinse under water, and wipe the duck dry. Make sure to dry the inside as well. 

	Place all of your ingredients besides your duck in the slow cooker, and then stir. Make sure it’s all well covered by the water, and put the duck on top of your vegetables. Cover it, and cook on high for about five hours. Serve with wild rice. 


Maple Glazed Duck






	4 Duck Breasts, Skin On

	½ Teaspoon Cayenne Pepper

	1 Tablespoon Brown Sugar

	½ Teaspoon Sea Salt

	¼ Teaspoon Black Pepper 

	¼ Cup Maple Syrup 



	Take a sharp knife and trim off the extra skin from your duck breasts. You shouldn’t have overhanging skin. Slice a few slits into the skin as well, but try not to cut the meat. 

	Seas with salt and pepper with the skin down, putting them on a skillet over medium high heat. Cook your breasts for about five minutes, but try to use a cold pan to start with. This will help the fat to render from the skin. Your skin should start to brown after five minutes, and then flip them so they can brown on the other side as well. Cook for about two minutes before flipping again. 

	Cook in your oven for four minutes at 400 with the side with skin down. 

	Mix all other ingredients together in a bowl, and then put your maple glaze on your duck breasts. Have the skin side up, and return them to the oven for another four minutes. Let rest before slicing. 


Simple Orange Duck






	1 Duck, Washed & Dried

	½ Teaspoon Garlic Powder

	½ Teaspoon Onion Powder

	2 Tablespoons Brown Sugar, Packed

	¾ Cup Orange Juice Concentrate

	1 Orange, Sliced

	2 Tablespoons Orange Marmalade

	½ Teaspoon Sea Salt

	¼ Cup Flour

	1 Package Brown Gravy Mix



	Start by preheating your oven to 350, and then grease a 9x13 pan. 

	Place your orange slices in the cavity of your duck, placing in a prepared pan. 

	Combine all of your sauce ingredients and then pour them over your duck. 

	Bake for two hours, but make sure to baste every fifteen minutes with your orange mixture. 

	Cook your gravy, and serve with your duck. 



Conclusion
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