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Proletarian Internationalism and International Solidarity consists of Jose Maria Sison’s writings (essays, articles, speeches, messages, statements and interviews) on the subject of proletarian internationalism and international anti-imperialist solidarity. It highlights the importance of upholding and practicing relations of proletarian internationalism and international solidarity to advance the revolution in various countries and in the whole world.

Articles such as “On the Restoration of the Legitimate Rights of the People’s Republic of China in the United Nations” and “A Diplomatic Victory 
of the People’s Republic of China: A Victory of the Philippine Revolutionary Struggle” celebrate the Chinese people’s diplomatic victory over the reactionary and illegitimate regime of Chiang Kaishek in the Chinese province of Taiwan. This is a victory for the Chinese people as well as the people of the world, including the Filipino people. At the same time, it is an overwhelming defeat of US imperialism and all the diehard reactionary forces, which until today continue to violate China’s sovereignty despite the terms of the Shanghai communique whereby the United States concedes to the principle that there is only one China and that the liberation of Taiwan is an internal affair of China and Chinese people.
The book also celebrates the victory of the Vietnamese people in their struggle for national liberation and salvation against the US war of aggression, and the restoration of peace in Vietnam. It recalls how the Filipino people as well as other people’s of the world supported the Vietnamese people in their struggle.

The rest of the book’s content consists of messages and statements of proletarian internationalism, and solidarity and support to peoples and organizations in the struggle against imperialism and all reaction. They underscore the role of the proletariat in building revolutionary parties to develop and strengthen the revolution towards socialism among all oppressed nations and peoples.

Julieta de Lima

Editor
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On the Restoration of the Legitimate Rights of the People’s Republic of China in the United Nations
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Ang Bayan, Vol. IV, No. 1, January 15, 1972

––––––––
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The Communist Party of the Philippines regards the restoration of the legitimate rights of the People’s Republic of China in the United Nations and the concomitant expulsion of such an impostor as the Chiang Kaishek clique as a great victory of Chairman Mao Zedong’s line in foreign affairs, a reflection of the ever successful conduct of revolution in China’s domestic affairs.

This victory belongs to the Chinese people as well as to the people of the world, including the Filipino people. At the same time, it is an overwhelming defeat of US imperialism and all the diehard reactionary forces which now find their false illusions and artifices repudiated by the people of the world and by UN member countries at an accelerating rate.

Chairman Mao has stated, “The present situation in which the United States controls a majority in the United Nations and dominates many parts of the world is a temporary one, which will eventually be changed.”

The massive support given to the Albanian resolution, to the People’s Republic of China as the sole representative of the Chinese people, serves notice to all that the two superpowers, US imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism, can no longer manipulate the United Nations and international affairs without facing strong and effective opposition.

The People’s Republic of China, being a powerful well-consolidated socialist state and representing a quarter of the entire world population, gives the fullest support to the national sovereignty and revolutionary struggles of all peoples. It has vowed never to be a superpower and has as a matter of fact always opposed the bullying posture and tactics of the superpowers.

The restoration of the legitimate rights of the People’s Republic of China in the United Nations and the concomitant expulsion of the Chiang Kaishek clique from the same international body signal more and worse defeats to befall US imperialism and all diehard reactionary forces. None but the fool fails to recognize the surging tide of the world anti-imperialist movement, the desperately bankrupt and isolated position of the forces of imperialism and reaction and the broadening of the international anti-imperialist united front.

US imperialism and Japanese militarism are fools that do not recognize their own bankrupt position, that continue to oppose the revolutionary forces and that daily aggravate their own isolation. Despite their overwhelming defeat in the United Nations, they still swagger around peddling such foolish anti-China notions as “two Chinas,” “one China, one Taiwan,” “Taiwan independence movement” and the like. These monsters continue to maneuver for the transgression of Chinese sovereignty and the violation of China’s sacred territory. In this regard, they also continue to manipulate the domestic and foreign policy of the Philippine reactionary government against the People’s Republic of China.

Taiwan is a province and an inalienable part of China. The liberation of Taiwan is an integral matter for China and the Chinese people. The people of the world and now the United Nations acclaim this fact. US imperialism has no alternative but to immediately withdraw from Taiwan and completely cease to prop up the long-unburied political corpse that is the Chiang Kai-Shek clique. The determination of China and the Chinese people to liberate Taiwan should never be trifled with.

In the spirit of proletarian internationalism, the Communist Party of the Philippines hereby expresses its most militant revolutionary support to the People’s Republic of China and the Chinese people in their determined efforts to liberate Taiwan. The Filipino people are profoundly interested in the liberation of Taiwan and are always ready to intensify their revolutionary struggle in support of their neighboring fraternal countries. Chairman Mao urges us, “People of the world, unite still more closely and launch a sustained and vigorous offensive against our common enemy, US imperialism, and against its accomplices!”
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CPP Statement on the Agreement
Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam
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Ang Bayan, Special Release No. 2, January 28, 1973

––––––––
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We welcome the agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam signed by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam, the United States and the Saigon puppet government on January 27, 1973 in Paris.

This agreement constitutes a great victory of the Vietnamese people in their struggle for national liberation and national salvation against US aggression. It reflects the futility of US intervention and aggression in Vietnam as well as reaffirms the 1954 Geneva Agreement so callously sabotaged by US imperialism.

By virtue of their resolute revolutionary struggle, the Vietnamese people have effectively and victoriously asserted their right to self-determination. They have waged the most heroic battles and made the most astounding sacrifices in fighting for their noble cause of liberation the south, defending the north and reunifying their great Fatherland.

The inevitable result is that US imperialism is now obliged to cease its aggressive actions against south and north Vietnam immediately, withdraw its aggressor troops and dismantle its military bases within sixty days, and perform other acts necessary for paving the way to genuine peace in Vietnam and the whole of Indochina.

Moreover, US imperialism is now obliged to recognize the sacred aspiration of the Vietnamese people to reunify their great Fatherland. In this regard, it recognizes the temporary character of the demarcation line at the 17th parallel and the existence within south Vietnam of two administrations, two armies, two zones of control and three political forces.

Henceforth, the people of south Vietnam as well as the entire people of Vietnam should be truly left alone by US imperialism to settle their own problems. The formation of the National Council for National Reconciliation and Concord is an appropriate initial step for the people of south Vietnam to settle their own problems.

However, there should be utmost vigilance regarding the negative attitude openly shown by the Saigon puppet government towards the agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam. This party to the agreement maintains a counterrevolutionary intransigence based on the scheme of US imperialism to continue supplying it with “unlimited economic aid” and “military equipment replacement.”

So long as US imperialism maintains military bases and troops anywhere in Indochina and in neighboring countries, like the Philippines, Thailand and other Asian countries, it is necessary for the Vietnamese people to be always alert to its capacity and proclivity for making trouble and disrupting world peace.

In the light of the agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam, the Vietnamese people have entered a new stage in their just revolutionary struggle. In this regard, they are assured of the unceasing and unwavering revolutionary support of the anti-imperialist peoples of the world, including the American people.

The revolutionary armed struggle of the Vietnamese people stands as the most brilliant of its kind in recent history. It has profoundly weakened the most virulent scourge of the world, that is US imperialism, and has resoundingly demonstrated to the world that the people of a small country can certainly defeat aggression by a big country, if only they dare to rise in struggle, take up arms and grasp in their own hands the destiny of their country.

The Filipino people are inspired by the heroic example of their brother Vietnamese people. This brilliant inspiration is of acute significance to us in the face of the emergence in the Philippines of a fascist dictatorship that is shamelessly in the service of the world’s common enemy, US imperialism.

Long live the Vietnamese revolution!

Long live the heroic Vietnamese people!

Long live the unbreakable unity of the Filipino people and the Vietnamese people!
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Appeal for International Support for the Philippine Revolution
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April 24, 1973

To the freedom-loving peoples of the world: We come to you in the spirit of revolutionary internationalism to appear for your political and material support for smashing the most oppressive and hated puppet regime ever to blight the history of our unhappy land, and for establishing a truly free and just society redeemed from foreign and feudal domination.

With US imperialism abetting and propping him, Ferdinand E. Marcos proclaimed martial law and set up a fascist dictatorship in the Philippines on September 21, 1972.

The fascist dictator Marcos has suppressed the people’s democratic rights and intensified his reign of terror. Thousands of peasants and workers, leaders and members of democratic youth and other organizations, progressive teachers, writers and journalists, ranking political oppositionists and progressive nuns and priests have been arrested. Newspaper and magazine offices and radio and television stations except those owned or controlled by the fascist dictator have been shut down.

Many of those roused from the sleep in the dead of night and carted off to the military detention camps are still imprisoned without formal charges.

By his numerous dictatorial proclamations and decrees issued since the imposition of martial law, the fascist puppet Marcos has served notice that he intends to rule with an iron hand for life, with the support of his master, US imperialism.

Since the turn of the century, the affairs of the country have been under the direction of the US imperialists, although in the last 27 years, they have been nominally in the hands of subservient Filipino bureaucrats.

In 1898, US imperialist forces snatched certain victory from the hands of the valiant Filipino revolutionaries and, conspiring with the outgoing Spanish colonizers and the local big landlords and compradors (big export-import capitalists) set about to make the Philippines a part of the imperialist domain.

Determined to free their land from foreign rule, Filipino patriots waged armed struggle against the new colonizers. In the ensuing war, the forces of US imperialism committed countless atrocities typified by the Samar massacre which was marked by a brutality comparable to that of the My Lai massacre in Vietnam.

The US troops killed not less than 250,000 Filipinos of the then total population of seven million in the course of the war and in the ensuing “pacification” campaign. One American general even estimated the total Filipino death casualty at 600,000 in the main island of Luzon alone. (Both figures have been revised upward to 1.5 million Filipino men, women and children based on more extensive documentation and research in the latter part of the 1990s.-Editor)

US imperialism subsequently consolidated its hold on the country. It thus secured a foothold in Asia for its expansionist aims in this part of the world.

Lying south of China’s Taiwan province, east of Vietnam and north of Indonesia, the Philippine archipelago was the first country in Asia colonized by US imperialism. Taking advantage of the rich raw material resources and cheap labor in the country, US monopoly capitalists proceeded to plunder the nation’s wealth. The Philippines became an outlet for US surplus capital and a dumping ground for US manufactures in Asia.

The US imperialists interlocked their interests with those of big landlords and compradors, fostering a colonial economy and preserving a feudal system of agricultural production.

The fusion of imperialist and feudal interests assured the United States of continued dominance over the affairs of the country even after it had granted nominal independence to the Philippines on July 4, 1946. These interests are protected to this day by a puppet army and a network of US military bases.

The Philippines is independent only in name. US imperialism continues to hold sway, in conspiracy with the local comprador-landlord oligarchy. This oligarchy has monopolized the key positions in the Philippine reactionary government and has bred bureaucrat capitalism.

A succession of puppet regimes allowed the US imperialists to dominate strategic areas of the economy and exact superprofits from their US$2.0 billion to US$3.0 billion assets in the Philippines. These holdings represent at least 60 percent of total US private investments in Southeast Asia. The areas of investment are dominated by US monopoly capitalist direct investments by utilizing to the maximum domestic (Philippine) credits to finance their operations. They not only have recovered their original investments and built up their assets but they have repatriated an annual average of US$4.76 in profits for every dollar put in, according to official records of the Central Bank of the Philippines.

Through their conspiracy, US imperialism and its local puppets have intensified the oppression and exploitation of the masses of the people. They commit fascist violence on those who dare to protest and resist.

Since he assumed the presidency almost eight years ago, Marcos has suppressed the basic democratic rights of the people, especially those who oppose his rule. He has committed one massacre after another, thereby instituting a reign of terror unparalleled since “independence.” The most brutal of these are the Lapiang Malaya massacre of 1967; the Corregidor massacre of 1968; the Tarlac massacres of 1966, 1969 and 1970; the May Day massacre of 1971; the first and second Plaza Miranda massacres of 1971; and the massacres of Muslim national minorities in Mindanao of 1971 and 1972.

It is against this backdrop that the Filipino people have been reawakening to the historic cause of their bondage. Under conditions of extreme economic exploitation of the people, the reign of terror has only served to fan the flames of revolutionary struggle in both city and countryside. The people are increasingly demanding change.

The New People’s Army and the armed contingents of the Mindanao national minorities have put up resolute armed resistance to the fascist troops of Marcos in the countryside. They have succeeded in annihilating a big number of these troops.

The people are bound further to expand and intensify armed resistance in the countryside. Meanwhile, the people in towns and cities have continued to agitate for the revolutionary overthrow of the US-Marcos clique. By proclaiming martial law and setting up a fascist dictatorship, the Marcos puppet clique has declared civil war against the Filipino people. It has served notice that it relies on the ruthless measures of armed counterrevolution in order to protect and enlarge imperialist and feudal interests and suppress the revolutionary movement of the broad masses of the people.

By decree, the fascist dictator Marcos has assured the continued plunder of the country by his US imperialist masters by guaranteeing the unlimited entry of their capital and repatriation of both capital and superprofits. True to his role as puppet of US imperialism, Marcos has even rescinded decisions of the Philippine Supreme Court which tended to diminish US economic domination in the country.

He has abrogated the old constitution and has proclaimed the “ratification” of a sham constitution under which he can rule for life through which US imperialism can enjoy more extensive privileges.

What is most palpable to the people today is a bankrupt government of intimidation, resorting to massacres, assassinations, mass detention, extortion, blackmail, zoning (midnight-to-dawn searches and arrests), and mass evacuation for making “free fire” zones.

Any demand from the people for relief and upliftment is subject to interpretation as “subversion” or “rumormongering” and is considered a major crime. The fascist regime preaches “discipline” but its actual purpose is to instill fear among the people and demand submission to tyranny.

With the present of huge US military bases in the country, and the increasing participation of American servicemen in so-called counterinsurgency campaigns of the dictatorship, the Philippines is well on its way to becoming another Vietnam.

Under these intolerable conditions, the Filipino people have no recourse but to confront fascist counterrevolutionary violence with revolutionary armed struggle. The spark has been lit and the flames of people’s war are spreading throughout the country.

The revolutionary, democratic and progressive forces participating in this struggle are rallying to carry out the three-fold task of uniting to oppose the US-Marcos dictatorship and establish a truly democratic system of representation.

It is the aim of the Preparatory Commission of the National Democratic Front to develop and form a broad national united front among all patriotic and democratic forces. In this connection, the commission has put forth the following ten-point program for revolutionary action as basis of unity:

1. Unite all anti-imperialist and democratic forces in order to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship and work for the establishment of a coalition government based on a truly democratic system of representation;

2. Expose and oppose US imperialism as the mastermind behind the setting up of the fascist dictatorship, demand the nullification of all unequal treaties and arrangements with this imperialist power, and call for the nationalization of all its properties in the country;

3. Fight for the reestablishment of all the democratic rights of the people, such as freedom of speech, the press, assembly, association, movement, religious belief, and the right to due process;

4. Gather all possible political and material support for the armed resistance and the underground against the US-Marcos dictatorship.

5. Support a genuine land reform program that can liberate the peasant masses from feudal and semifeudal exploitation and agricultural production through cooperation;

6. Improve the people’s livelihood, guarantee the right to work and protect national capital against foreign monopoly capital;

7. Promote a national, scientific and mass culture and combat imperialist, feudal and fascist culture;

8. Support the national minorities, especially those in Mindanao and the mountain provinces in their struggle for self-determination and democracy;

9. Punish after public trial the ringleaders of the US-Marcos fascist gang for their crimes against the people and confiscate all their ill gotten wealth; and 10. Unite with all peoples fighting imperialism and seek their support for the Philippine revolutionary struggle.

Only by pursuing this program can the Filipino people bring about national salvation from centuries-old bondage.

In the name of the broad masses of the Filipino people, including all the Filipino martyrs who have sacrificed their lives on the altar of national freedom and democracy, we appeal to all the peoples of the world for internationalist solidarity with our cause. Condemn the US-Marcos dictatorship. Make common cause with us by extending us all possible political, material and moral support.

To the American people, we issue a special appeal: Resolutely oppose the leaders of US imperialism for supporting and abetting the fascist regime. Stop them from converting the country into another Vietnam.

In turn, we reaffirm our revolutionary solidarity with all peoples against imperialism and all reaction. We pledge our lives to the struggle in the dawning of a new day of freedom and democracy for all.

Yours in revolutionary struggle,

The Preparatory Commission
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A Diplomatic Victory 
of the People’s Republic of China: A Victory of the Philippine Revolutionary Struggle
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Ang Bayan, Special Issue, October 20, 1974
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The recent visit of Mrs. Imelda Marcos and her entourage to China, the cordial reception extended to them by their Chinese hosts (including Chairman Mao Zedong and Premier Zhou Enlai and Comrade Jiang Qing) and the initial trade agreement made at a government-to-government level in the course of that visit comprise a significant step towards the establishment of diplomatic relations between the People’s Republic of China and the Philippines.

We are now on the eve of the establishment of diplomatic relations between socialist and Third World leader China and nonsocialist Philippines. In the wake of Mrs. Marcos’ visit to China, the national security and foreign policy councils of the reactionary government under the direction of the fascist dictator Marcos have agreed that “it is in the highest national interest to enter into full diplomatic relations with China” and have authorized an economic mission to discuss with the Chinese government “higher matters” on top of further trade agreements.

The trend towards the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Chinese government and the Philippine reactionary government is irresistible. Those opposed to it can only try to delay it but can no longer stop it. For so long a time, despite the continuous flow of Filipino visitors from various walks of life to China, the US-Marcos clique has tried to forestall the day when such relations are established. But international and domestic conditions have so drastically changed that the present fascist dictatorship, notwithstanding its persistent anticommunist and pro-imperialist character, is compelled to move towards a change of Philippine policy towards China and accept basically the same defeat that US imperialism has priorly accepted upon Nixon’s visit to China.

Because of present historical circumstances, characterized by a crisis of capitalism unprecedented in its severeness and turmoil since World War II and taking a more bitter form in colonies and semicolonies than in the imperialist countries, whoever is at the helm of the Philippine reactionary government is pressed upon to resort to measures that he may himself call desperate, one of which is to seek diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China. No special credit goes to Marcos and his wife for being compelled against their wishes to seek the improvement of Sino-Philippine relations. As a matter of fact, they and their kind in the Philippines are accountable for delaying the establishment of diplomatic relations with China. The benefits and advantages of having friendly relations with a neighboring socialist country of China’s importance and dimensions have too long been obvious. It has long been a demand of the Filipino people that the Philippines break away from the stultifying control and influence of US imperialism and broaden her foreign relations by way of asserting and helping realize national sovereignty and independence.

A diplomatic victory of the People’s Republic of China

Every step towards the establishment of diplomatic relations between the People’s Republic of China and the Philippines is a victory of the former’s steadfast proletarian foreign policy. Every step constitutes a further defeat of the old anti-China policy of US imperialism which the Philippines has tailed after for twenty-five years; a counteraction to the schemes of the superpowers in using the Philippines as a base for anti-China and counterrevolutionary activities; and a strengthening of the ties of the Chinese and Filipino peoples, with certain favorable effects on the Philippine revolutionary struggle, especially at a time that the ruling system is wracked by a deep-going crisis generated locally and from abroad. The diplomatic victory of the People’s Republic of China is clear. This is also a victory of the Philippine revolutionary struggle.

Let us take a comprehensive view of China’s foreign policy. It includes three interrelated aspects, none of which can be omitted. These are: 1) developing relations of friendship, mutual assistance and cooperation with socialist countries on the principle of proletarian internationalism; 2) supporting and assisting the revolutionary struggles of all oppressed people and nations; and 3) striving for peaceful coexistence on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence of (a) mutual respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, (b) mutual nonaggression, (c) noninterference in each other’s internal affairs, (d) equality and mutual benefit, and (e) peaceful coexistence.

The developing relations between China and the Philippines fall under China’s policy of peaceful coexistence, particularly the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. This policy is only one of the three aspects of China’s foreign policy and occupies a secondary position in relation to the fundamental principle of proletarian internationalism. It simply covers the relations of a socialist country with countries having a different social system. It is correctly within the purview of a socialist foreign policy insofar as it promotes and enhances the principle of proletarian internationalism, takes advantage of interimperialist contradictions and combats the imperialist policy of aggression and war.

China has consistently adhered to the Leninist policy of peaceful coexistence and has in this regard been foremost in opposing the Soviet revisionist fallacy of making “peaceful coexistence” the general line for all relations, not only between socialist and nonsocialist countries but also between the imperialist powers and the countries, nations and the people that they oppress; and even between the reactionary states and revolutionary forces within the same countries. From Khrushchev's time to Brezhnev’s time, the Soviet Union has given the highest priority to collaborating with the United States in drumming up nuclear terror and “peace at any cost” but at the same time competing with her in arms expansion and war preparations for the sake of furthering imperialist designs against countries, nations and the people.

The elevation of what should be merely a specific policy for relations of socialist and nonsocialist countries to a general line for all relations of socialist countries as well as communist parties and the elaboration of this same policy into “peaceful transition” (the notion of hoping that the ruling classes would step down from power on their own accord without violent revolution) and “peaceful competition” (the notion of burying capitalism by beating it in economic competition and by sheer example) are a reflection of the restoration of capitalism in the form of bureaucrat monopoly capitalism, as well as a reflection of the growth of revisionism into a full-blown social-imperialism in the Soviet Union.

The correct orientation in carrying out the policy of peaceful coexistence is to make use of every rift and conflict among the imperialist powers and their followers to the advantage of the world proletarian revolution; to prevent them from uniting against socialist countries or revolutionary movements; to widen the ground for the consolidation and progress of the socialist countries; to promote and support the anti-imperialist struggle in various countries; to broaden the international united front against imperialism; to have long-term reliable allies as well as short-term unreliable allies; and to make possible the isolation and defeat of one imperialist power after another.

Though all the imperialist powers are by nature anticommunist, it is also in their nature to have contradictions among themselves. They go as far as waging wars against each other, as in World War I and World War II. They keep on quarreling and pushing each other in a ceaseless struggle for a redivision of the world, especially at a time that the economic territory available for redivision has contracted, what with the emergence of several socialist countries and national liberation movements. Aside from developing unity and cooperation with other socialist countries and giving support and assistance to revolutionary movements abroad, a socialist country must make use of contradictions between the imperialist powers, between imperialist and lesser capitalist countries and between the imperialists and all sorts of dependent countries.

We gain a sharp understanding of the policy of peaceful coexistence by going back to the time when there was only one socialist country. The great Lenin set down this policy essentially to prevent the isolation of the Soviet Union in an international environment of reactionary governments and to prevent the imperialist powers from ganging up on and strangling the first socialist country in her cradle. At a crucial point, the Soviet Union signed the Brest-Litovsk Treaty both to stay the hand of the German imperialists and to induce them to keep up their quarrel with other imperialist powers. At another crucial point, under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, the Soviet Union signed with Hitlerite Germany a pact of nonaggression in order to defeat the maneuver of other imperialist powers urging Hitler to attack her.

China since her liberation in 1949 has been realistic about US imperialism. To have diplomatic and trade relations with the United States would be to remove right away the props under the remnants of the Jiang reactionary forces. Thus, in making declarations on her policy of peaceful coexistence, she has always indicated and repeatedly expressed the possibility and desirability of having friendly relations with the United States on the principled condition that the latter recognizes and respects her national sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. But the problem has always been blatantly on the part of this imperialist power in hoping to reconquer China someday; in continuing to support the Chiang clique; in maintaining US military bases in Taiwan and the US Seventh Fleet in the Taiwan Straits; in campaigning for an embargo against China; in repeatedly violating Chinese land, air and water space; and worst in launching the two biggest wars of aggression since World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War, in China’s vicinity and with undoubted anti-China intent.

Consistently realistic, China has firmly stood up to what may be termed as the old anti-China policy of US imperialism and has done everything and her best to defeat it. She has strengthened herself as a socialist country, developed unity and cooperation with other socialist countries and has demonstrated in the Korean War and the Vietnam War her readiness to make the greatest national sacrifice in the face of the most serious rattling of nuclear weapons by US imperialism. Being true to her principle that people and not weapons are the most decisive factor, she has always sought to counter encircle US imperialism not only with the people of the socialist countries but also with the people of Asia, Africa and Latin America and of capitalist countries, including the United States. Along this general line, she has developed relations with all countries willing to deal with her on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. At one distinct level, China has made use of the slightest contradiction between US imperialism and other countries though nonsocialist and reactionary. At another distinct level, she has been able to reach out to the people of the world.

The overwhelming vote in favor of the restoration of China’s rights in the United Nations in 1971 and the Nixon visit to China on behalf of his government in 1972 have come to mark the defeat of the old extremely hostile anti-China policy of US imperialism and the victory of China’s consistent struggle to uphold proletarian internationalism and carry out peaceful coexistence with countries of diverse social systems. In discarding its old anti-China policy, US imperialism is clearly under the compulsion of the defeats it has accumulated since the end of World War II up to the Vietnam War, the worsening crisis of world capitalism as a result of such defeats, the intensification of the struggle for world hegemony with Soviet social-imperialism and the irresistible trend of history reflected within the United Nations.

The voting on the restoration of China’s rights in the United Nations gives conclusive proof that it is not China but it is US imperialism and lapdogs like the Philippine reactionary government that are isolated in obdurately keeping to the old anti-China policy (even if under the guise of a “two China,” “one China, one Taiwan” policy or any such other). The restoration of China’s rights within the United Nations does not only uphold China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and pave the way for the return of Taiwan. But it also reflects the irresistible trend of history. Countries want independence, nations want liberation and the people want revolution.

The significance of Nixon’s visit to China is best reflected by the Shanghai communique whereby the United States concedes to the principle that there is only one China and that the liberation of Taiwan is an internal affair of China and Chinese people. This is a death dealing blow on the Chiang clique. And the significance does not stop there. This involves the advancement of the struggle against the two superpowers. What is obviously China’s victory is also a victory of all socialist countries, the national liberation struggles, the Indochinese people and all other countries friendly to her. It is a victory of the people of the world, including the Filipino people.

By reentering the United Nations, China has gained a platform for promoting the broad historical trend against the big power politics of the US imperialists and the Soviet social-imperialists. She has taken every step to unite with and lead the Third World and the small and medium-sized countries in defending and fighting for their national and sovereign rights against one or two superpowers and in opposing every scheme of the two superpowers to further their ambitions for world hegemony and arms supremacy which endanger world peace and stunt the progress of mankind. There can be no other single direction for China’s foreign policy but the advancement of what is today’s main trend which is revolution.

Further defeat of the old anti-China policy of US imperialism

Though she has declared a policy of moving towards the “normalization of relations” with China and has actually taken some steps towards diplomatic relations, like the exchanges of liaison offices and the lifting of her policy of embargo, the United States is still trying to maintain an ambiguous position vis-á-vis China and is apparently biding her time. She continues in double-faced fashion to speak of honoring her “treaties” with the Chiang clique. Definitely, there are still vestiges of the old anti-China policy of US imperialism which need to be done away with.

The developing relations between China and the Philippines assume special significance in this regard. Were the latter to enter into full diplomatic relations with the former ahead of the United States, such an act would certainly hasten the obliteration of every vestige of the old anti-China policy. The very fact that the Philippines is now taking the steps in seeking diplomatic relations with China “soon” helps to make completely untenable whatever hindrance there is to the establishment of full diplomatic relations between China and the United States and the withdrawal of US support from the Chiang clique.

The Philippines is one puppet state of US imperialism that has since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China been most vociferous in supporting the pretensions of the Chiang clique in China’s Taiwan province. This country is something to reckon with not simply because she is China’s neighbor but mainly because she carries the US military and naval bases that give support to the US Seventh Fleet and the US-Chiang fortifications in Taiwan. Should Sino-Philippine diplomatic relations be established, the isolation of the Chiang clique would be such that this clique would certainly come under irresistible pressure to sue for peaceful negotiations and settlement with the legitimate authorities of China.

Should the United States finally establish diplomatic relations with China ahead of the Philippines, it becomes a matter of course that Sino-Philippine diplomatic relations would follow. But the subject of Sino-Philippine diplomatic relations is most interesting insofar as the possibility sticks out that such relations would come ahead of Sino-US diplomatic relations. The possibility rests on either one or both of two things. First, the political and economic crisis of the Philippines is such that the Philippines is compelled to deal with China with or without approval from the United States. Second, the United States herself is interested in Sino-Philippine diplomatic relations arising ahead so that she would be able to refer to these in bringing home to the Chiang clique the message that it had better recognize the fact that its “treaties” with her are in effect withering. Conditions would then easily arise whereby the United States is spared the trouble of appearing as the one unilaterally casting away its “treaties” with the Chiang clique.

Even now, it should be starkly clear to the Chiang clique that it can no longer depend on the United States. US imperialism is now in the process of withdrawing or reducing its forces from what it considers ineffectual and indefensible positions in the Asian mainland. With special reference to Taiwan, she is also in the process of complying with the Shanghai communique, though at a somewhat slow pace. It has become the prevalent view of the US ruling class and US policymakers that the United States would once more adopt the tactics of letting others do the fighting and making profits on war production and loans first and then joining the fight later to pick up the spoils, tactics that did her well in connection with World War l and World War II, instead of sticking to the tactics of the period after World War II of being the main pillar of capitalism and chief policeman of the world and carrying the main burden of undertaking aggressive acts that have only served to weaken her. The United States cannot facilely rush into a war of aggression against China over Taiwan province, after her experience in the Korean War and in the Vietnam War and in view of her present internal and external crises.

It is entirely correct for China to press and induce the United States to withdraw her support from the Chiang clique. The liberation of Taiwan is not something that serves only the interests of one country. We do recognize the larger significance of the liberation of Taiwan to the people of the world and the world revolution. Especially in the Philippines, we should be among the first to recognize that this constitutes one clear reduction of the power of US imperialism in Asia, the loss of one important link in the chain of US military bases in Asia. The military threat of US imperialism to the center of the world revolution would be greatly reduced. The persistence in south Korea of US aggressor troops, under the guise of UN troops, would weaken and completely lose ground. US coverage of the China Sea and the western rim of the Pacific would also weaken. These are only some of the obvious gains made in connection with the liberation of Taiwan.

There are two important aspects related to the developing Sino-Philippine relations. One aspect is that the Philippines is falling into line with the logic of the Nixon visit to China and the Shanghai communique. It is the calculation of the United States that friendly relations between China and the Southeast Asian countries will help to deter the aggressive and expansionist schemes of the other superpower, Soviet social-imperialism, in the East while the United States and Western Europe must pay attention to the dangers posed by the same superpower in the West. The other aspect is that the crisis of capitalism has so adversely affected the Philippines that she assumes some degree of initiative, distinct from US initiative, in seeking diplomatic and trade relations with China. In this regard, a breach has arisen in the traditional control and influence of US imperialism over the Philippines. The crisis of capitalism brings about the friction and conflict not only between two superpowers and among capitalist countries but also between a superpower like US imperialism and dependent country like the Philippines, notwithstanding the policies blatantly servile to US imperialism that have so far characterized the Marcos fascist regime.

The economic ills of the country have become so grave that the fascist dictator is overtly frantic. His bluff and bluster about the “peace and progress” brought about by his “new society” is all gone. The more he dishes out false economic figures the more contemptuous he becomes among the people. Because these are belied completely by the galloping inflation, ever increasing tax burden, rampant unemployment, constant devaluation of the currency, food and fuel shortages, rising budgetary deficits, rising trade deficits, rising foreign debts and rising profit remittances by the foreign monopoly capitalists. As a result, the political tyranny becomes a more insufferable fact among the broad masses of the people. The life of the fascist regime is daily at stake. Not only we who are engaged in a protracted people’s war but also anti-Marcos reactionaries are working for the overthrow of this regime.

The fascist dictator has just about exhausted all his claims about “prosperity” being brought about by his policies servile to US imperialism. So he takes on a new tack, like seeking a new source of fuel and other necessary imports and a new market for export products, in order to show that he is doing something about the critical economic situation brought about by the crisis of capitalism. Whether he likes it or not, he is moving into a situation wherein the traditional control and influence of US imperialism over the Philippines is increasingly breached. In considering Sino-Philippine trade today, everyone can appreciate that crude oil can be availed of much more cheaply from China than from anywhere else; that this can help reduce the inflationary costs of industrial and agricultural production and distribution; that she is no small market for wood products, copper concentrates, coconut products and even sugar; that she is an efficient supplier of cheap and good-quality consumer and producer items; and that shipping costs between her and the Philippines are much less than between the latter and the United States or other capitalist countries.

The advantages and benefits of having friendly relations with China are bound to become increasingly a significant consideration in the international relations of the Philippines. The establishment of Sino-Philippine diplomatic relations will definitely be the final deathblow on the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), a military alliance originally designed by US imperialism to “contain” China. After all, it has long become outmoded, with China developing and maintaining bilateral relations with Pakistan and France, especially in the period of the old anti-China policy of US imperialism. In other words, it has long been put to naught by China’s policy and practice of peaceful coexistence.

Even the more recent Asian Pacific Council (ASPAC), previously calculated by US imperialism to prop up Japan as its fugleman in Asia, seems to have vanished into thin air. The establishment of Sino-Japanese diplomatic relations has obviously put it to rest. A small capitalist country extremely dependent on imported fuel and vital raw materials and on foreign markets, Japan cannot play the role of “regional leader” under the Nixon doctrine of “making Asians fight Asians” offend China and all revolutionary forces in Asia and yet hope to be well accommodated in the constricted economic territory of US imperialism.

As far as we can see now, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) cannot but remain for sometime a formal organization fond of holding economic and political conferences but having no military or anti-China significance. The establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Malaysia has already started to veer this regional organization away from becoming a complete instrument of imperialism. The establishment of Sino-Philippine diplomatic relations will help this trend. As countries producing certain primary products, the ASEAN members are even likely in the future to take in certain ways the path shown by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). They can put strong demands on their imperialist patrons also by making use of their relations with China. In that way, the ASEAN countries can free themselves even only by degrees from the dictates of US imperialism that the ASEAN functions as a tool for “regional free trade” under the control of US multinational corporations.

As the turmoil and crisis of capitalism worsens, China will be able to employ more effectively the policy of peaceful coexistence as a weapon to defend herself against one or two superpowers and support the countries that want independence, nations that want liberation and the people who want revolution. China is already well on the way of defeating the new anti-China, anticommunist and antipeople schemes of US imperialism on the basis of her resounding victory over the old anti-China policy of the same superpower.

A counteraction to the schemes of the two superpowers

Though it has started to withdraw or reduce its forces from untenable positions in the Asian mainland, US imperialism retains its aggressive nature and likewise its aggressive intents on China and in this connection lays great stock in holding on to the Philippines as a base for backing up whatever it hopes to peaceably retain or gain in the Asian mainland in the meantime that it cannot succeed with any outright war of aggression similar to what it has launched first in Korea and then in Indochina. US imperialism is like a tiger moving back into its old lair in the Philippines. There is its absolute weakening in the whole of Asia but there is also its relative strengthening in the Philippines. It is obvious that in the meantime the big scheme of US imperialism is to use China as a buffer against Soviet social-imperialism and to play off one against the other.

On its part, Soviet social-imperialism has long recognized the general weakening of US imperialism in Asia. It wishes to extend to Southeast Asia what it has done in the Middle East; in the South Asian subcontinent, particularly in India; and in the Indian Ocean. It has the overweening arrogance of wanting to replace US imperialism as the dominant superpower everywhere. Thus, it is now doing everything to penetrate Southeast Asia. In this connection, it covets the Philippines both as a good prey for exploitation and plunder and as one more link in the chain of bases that it wants to set up against China. Definitely, US imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism have their respective schemes against China. But they as imperialist powers cannot help but contradict each other because their ambitions for world hegemony clash.

By developing relations with the Philippines, China counteracts not only the schemes of one superpower but also those of the other superpower and improves her ability to make use of the contradictions between the two superpowers. She takes advantage of a breach in the traditional control and influence of US imperialism over a semicolonial dependent, combats the maneuver of Soviet social-imperialism to step into the breach and presents herself as one country willing to help another country assert national sovereignty and independence against the two superpowers. For China to desist from developing relations with the Philippines would be to stand by in default of her internationalist duty against the two superpowers, allow them to manipulate the Philippines against her and throw away all the patent advantages and benefits that may be mutually gained by two neighboring countries.

The pernicious dominance of US imperialism over the Philippines is clear. US imperialism has been riding roughshod over the Filipino people for more than seventy years. And the naked eye can see the large business establishments of US corporations; US commodities in the remotest barrio; and the large US military installations. When total figures as well as strategic positions of US investments and the superprofits being raked in by the US imperialists are cited, these do not fail to incur the well-knowing hatred of the people for US imperialism. But not too many people yet know, for lack of direct experience and perception of the workings of Soviet social-imperialism, what is in store for a semicolonial and semifeudal country when this superpower succeeds in penetrating it and what evil it can do against the Philippine revolution and the world revolution.

Of course, the Communist Party of the Philippines has consistently given the Lava revisionist renegades the necessary drubbing for being agents of Soviet social-imperialism and for being counterrevolutionary factotums of the fascist puppet regime. It has also explained the workings of Soviet social-imperialism against communism, China, the revolution and the people in other countries. But there are those who tend to minimize the dangerous role of this superpower simply because it has not yet made a large-scale penetration of the Philippine economy and politics. They tend to fixate on Japan as a larger danger on a short-run and long-term basis simply because at the moment this erstwhile invader of the Philippines runs next only to US imperialism in investments and business operations in the country.

It is best to be forewarned about Soviet social-imperialism and to do everything to combat its penetration of the Philippines. This superpower ranks next only to US imperialism in economic and military power and is the chief rival of US imperialism in exploiting and plundering countries and in undertaking counterrevolutionary activities against the people. Give it a little quarter and it starts to seize more and do damage without letup. It is a much larger danger than what investments it can immediately make in the Philippines. It poses a serious danger to China, the center of the world proletarian revolution. It engages in counterrevolutionary activities under the cover of pious words; it is socialism in words and imperialist in deeds and therefore in being devious it poses a special danger to our revolutionary movement. Given a longer leash in this country, this superpower will not only be one more imperialist power on the back of the Filipino people but will possibly turn out to be the principal foreign power exploiting and oppressing the people.

Anytime that Soviet social-imperialism dares to launch a full-scale war of aggression against China, it is liable to be rated as the No. 1 enemy of the people of the world and of the Filipino people. An attack against the center of the world revolution is an attack against all the people and revolutionary movements of the world. It is no idle talk to consider the serious danger posed by Soviet social-imperialism to China. Whereas US imperialism has already substantially reduced its forces in China’s vicinity, it is Soviet social-imperialism that is blatantly threatening and putting pressure on China by continuing to deploy more than one million troops along the Sino-Soviet border and in the People’s Republic of Mongolia and claiming Chinese territory far in excess of what the old Tsars claimed.

So long as imperialism exists, the danger of war exists. As the crisis of capitalism worsens, the contention of the rival imperialist powers becomes more acute. In this regard, we must be alert to the sharpening competition of the two superpowers for world hegemony and arms supremacy. Because the system of capitalism has sunk into a crisis unprecedented since the last world war, it is relevant to recall the fact that each of the last two world wars was preceded by a crisis that is the worst in comparison to all previous crises. We are now witness to an economic crisis proportionately approaching in viciousness the great depression in the thirties. We are witness to the turmoil and disarray of the entire capitalist world, the conspicuous disagreements of the two superpowers, Western Europe and Japan and the protective measures of capitalist countries against each other. We are witness to the sharpening class struggle between the proletariat and the monopoly capitalists in every capitalist country. We must be alert to fascism and social-fascism because these breed war.

History never repeats itself exactly. That is because new historical forces keep on arising and old ones keep on falling. The last world war has weakened the entire capitalist system and has brought about several socialist countries and a continuous wave of national liberation struggles. There is now an entirely new and higher level of struggle in the world proletarian revolution. War has only served to yield revolution and revolutionary forces have grown to the point that they may be able to stop war. At any rate, if war still breaks out, we can be certain that it cannot but lead further to revolution in the Third World as well as in the capitalist countries. This point must terrify the imperialists. Look at how the revolutionary forces have forced US imperialism to retreat from Vietnam and the whole of Indochina. The revolutionary forces include not only those in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos but also those in other countries, including the United States, who have opposed US aggression without letup.

It is China’s national and internationalist duty to prepare against war so as to at least prevent it or, should it still occur, so as to be able to defend herself victoriously. The best single preparation that she has so far made against the danger of war is the tempering of the Chinese people and her consolidation as a socialist bulwark through the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, under Chairman Mao’s theory of continuing revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat. It is insane for any other superpower to trifle with the strength of the Chinese people who alone comprise one quarter of humanity. China’s preparations against war ranges from the revolutionization of the superstructure to the expansion of production and improvement of her military defense. She is well prepared against large-scale invasion, preceded or followed by a nuclear attack. She is so prepared against war that she is ready to resist even the joint attacks of the United States from the south and southeast, Japan from the northeast, the Soviet Union from the north and India from the west.

China certainly has basis for guarding against the aforementioned countries. Japan invaded her in the 1930s; the United States bombed inside China during the Korean War (before Chinese volunteers entered the war); Indian troops crossed the border in 1959 and again in 1962; and Soviet troops attacked at two points along the Sino-Soviet border in 1969. China goes by the saying, to prepare for the worst and hope for the best. In hoping for the best, she seeks to prevent war in two ways: by making it obvious to all possible attackers that it is senseless to attack her because of her capability to resist effectively; and by frustrating the anti-China maneuvers and intrigues of the possible attackers, especially the two superpowers, in the field of diplomacy.

It is entirely correct for a socialist country to carry out the policy of peaceful coexistence so as to prevent war or aggression against her and to keep the way wide open for revolution in various countries, without the heavy toll of a world war. By making use of contradictions between the two superpowers, she can prevent the two superpowers from uniting against the center of the world revolution. Also in this way, even the single superpower most likely to attack her at a given time may be deterred from attacking her. If a socialist country can have diplomatic relations with the imperialist powers, the more there is reason for her to deal with countries that are dependent on them in one way or another because there are certainly contradictions that need to be allowed full play.

Take the case of the recently established Sino-Japanese diplomatic relations. Now that there are mutual interests involved, interests that are especially vital for Japan at a time that the United States is restricting accommodations for her, is Japan now as willing an anti-China instrument of any superpower as before? US imperialism is no longer as cocky as before about being able to dictate on Japan to act as its fugleman in Asia. Neither is Soviet social-imperialism now as cocky as before about being able to entice Japan into an anti-China alignment by serving up her natural resources, especially oil, in Siberia. As Japan is encouraged to be independent of the superpowers, her contradictions with each one
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