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The Book of the Judges provides information about the following: 

	The descendants of Israel

	Eleven judges

	Behavior and consequences

	Angels

	Deborah and Barak

	Gideon and the fleece

	Samson and Delilah

	Idolatry

	Restoration


This book includes verses translated from the Greek old covenant writing, sometimes referred to as the Septuagint. The Septuagint (also identified as: LXX) is a translation of the old Hebrew texts along with the spoken language; it was made by approximately seventy scholars in Alexandria, Egypt, during the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus from about 285 to 247 B.C. Some comparisons to the traditional Masoretic Hebrew text (after 1 A.D.) are also provided in this book. 

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss or comment on this Word Translation and Study via the Contact link on https://www.TrueBibleStudy.com.

Thanks to God for His love and grace.

Maura K. Hill

Back to the top

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Relevant Notes

[image: ]


Unless otherwise stated, all scriptures are quoted from the following: 

	The True Bible Study Word Translation (TBS) 	Judges chapters 1 – 21 are translated from the Greek old covenant writing (Septuagint) by Maura K. Hill.




The various resources and reference materials are listed at https://www.truebiblestudy.com/bible-materials.

In the TBS Word Translation and Study: 

	Words in a parenthesis () and italicized within a scripture verse are words inserted to help our English understanding of those words which are translated from Greek words. 

	Words in a parenthesis () in the study of the scripture verse are words of explanation regarding the words prior to the parenthesis. 

	Additional explanatory insertions within a scripture verse are enclosed in square brackets [] and italicized. 

	Additional explanatory notes in the study of a scripture verse are enclosed in square brackets [] and are usually in relation to the Greek or Hebrew texts. 

	A slash in the study of a scripture verse, such as: him/her, indicates an alternative word depending on the context.

	A dash, such as: go there – to Jerusalem, indicates that a certain word or phrase is particularly important or deserving of extra emphasis.

	Hyphenated words, such as: used-to-go, indicates that there is only one corresponding word in the Greek text.

	Non-English words are printed with English letters. 

	I use an initial capital letter for all occurrences of the words “Lord” and “Master” when referring to either God or the Lord Jesus Christ due to my respect for them, therefore the reader will need to carefully consider the context of each particular usage to understand to whom that usage refers. 

	Where the word “spirit” refers to God, I use an initial capital or upper-case “S” - Spirit. But when the word “spirit” refers to the gift of holy spirit, etc, I use a small or lower-case “s” - spirit. 

	Underlined text is used for the English word “but” when translated from the Greek word alla to show that it implies a strong contrast to that-which has just previously been stated, and/or to strengthen a command. 

	Underlined text is used for the singular form of the word “you” to distinguish it from the plural form of the word “you” which is not underlined.

	Underlined text is also used for emphasis.

	In order to communicate the fullness of the emphasis when the Greek definite article is repeated both with the noun and its adjective - for example: I Corinthians 15:4 the Greek is te hemera te trite, which literally means “the day the third” – I translate it as “the day, the third (day).”

	Verbs in the “imperfect” tense are translated with the words “used-to” and then the meaning of the verb.  	For example: “used-to teach” indicates that the one teaching spent time teaching, his action of teaching continued during a past time that is now finished for some reason, not that it was a quick one-time occurrence. The one teaching taught others taking time to teach, and he may have repeated his teaching at different times and in different ways. This tense is also used to historically describe past events relating what happened. 



	Verbs in the “perfect” tense are translated from Greek with a superscript number 2 immediately following the verb - for example: it was written2.  	This tense indicates an action done during a past time and which has a present continuing result, meaning it is still the same at the time the verb was spoken or written. Therefore, this example could be translated as: it was written and continues written. 



	The noun “love1” or the verb “to love1” comes from the Greek word agape which is God’s kind of love. 


When the Biblical writers wrote, there were no punctuation marks, no chapter or verse divisions indicated, etc, as we see them today in many of our English Bible translations and versions. Therefore we must read the whole context of each particular passage of Scripture for thought-content to more clearly understand the truth of what has been written. 

Also, the original language was not English, and therefore when I may write that the writer said or wrote such and such, please understand that the writer actually spoke and wrote in the original language the equivalent to that-which I state in the English language to the best of my knowledge.

I recommend that while reading this book, you also have your usual Bible and Biblical study materials open, so as to compare verses and gain greater understanding of the truth of God’s Word.
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The Book of the Judges of Israel records events that occurred following the death of Joshua. The writer did not write this account while the events were occurring but he wrote it afterwards, according to prophecy (words that the Lord God revealed to the writer and he wrote them down; refer to II Peter 1:20 and 21).

The judges; referred to in this book, were people whom the Lord God raised-up to be judges – people who make the decisions, presiding judges regarding various situations or circumstances; these judges corrected the behavior of the descendants of Israel while ruling over them as their leaders. Two additional judges were appointed by the Lord God and their records are in the Book of I Samuel. During the time of the judges, the events recorded in the Book of Ruth also occurred. 

The judges believed regarding the Christ, who was first promised by God in Genesis 3:15. The Lord God continued to help His people via these judges in accordance with the good-message regarding the Christ. 

The genealogy of the Christ includes Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Phares, Esrom, Aram, Aminadab, Naasson (refer to Exodus 6:23), and his son Salmon who begat Boaz with Rahab (refer to Joshua 6:25), Boaz begat Obed with Ruth, Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David the king (refer to Ruth 4:18-22; Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38).
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Defending the land of Israel

[image: ]


________________________

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Judges 1


[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Battles of victory and defeat
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At the time of this record in the Book of Judges, the descendants of Israel were located in the land of Israel following Joshua’s victory over the people who rejected the Lord God. However, after Joshua’s death the descendants of Israel began to reverence idols or false-gods instead of the only true God (refer to Joshua 24:29-33).


Judges 1:1 and 2:

1:1And it came-to-pass after the completion of Joshua, also the sons of Israel used-to-ask by means of the Lord saying, “Who will ascend for us against the Canaanites, leading-away to war against them?” 

.2And (the) Lord said, “Judah will ascend; look!, I gave2 the earth in his hand.” 


Following Joshua’s completion (the end of his life, his death, which is recorded in Joshua 24:29-31), and in addition to other events, it came to pass (became, happened, occurred) during that past time, historically, that the sons (descendants) of Israel were asking by means of the Lord (they were continuing to ask the Master questions with familiarity, repeatedly inquiring directly from Him for information on this topic [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created]) saying... 

	“Who will ascend for us (what man will go-up, mount)  	against the Canaanites (towards, with the descendants of the man Canaan living in the land known as: Canaan), 



	leading-away to war (taking the initiative to go first leading us from here for the purpose of battling)  	against (towards, with) them?” 




The Lord said... 

	“Judah (referring to his descendants, the tribe of Judah or Juda, those in the clan or family group named after the man Judah, who was one of the 12 sons of Jacob/Israel) will ascend (as verse 1 above);

	look (behold, see - in the sense of calling attention - pay attention)!, 

	I gave (and this true fact has not changed) 

	the earth (land, ground) in his hand (within his sphere of action; figuratively emphasizing his authority, rule, power in this situation).” 


The Lord God

In the Greek language the word translated “God” is the singular noun Theos, which refers to the only true God emphasizing that He is the First, Superior or Ultimate One, the One Who has power, executes judgment, and emanates what He is, His power and light. In the Hebrew language this word is a plural noun adding emphasis to His superiority in all words and actions (encompassing everything that He is, the only true God); Elohim, the Creator in relation to His creations; He should be acknowledged to be in the highest position of all. 

As verses 1 and 2 above, the significance of referring to God as “Lord,” which is the Greek word kurios, emphasizes and confirms the validity and authenticity of God’s lordship, dominion and authority over and relative-to His people. This word is used in Greek as a translation for the Hebrew word Jehovah (Yahweh) and refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created. 

Israel

The first record of the name “Israel” is in Genesis 32:27-29 when God changed the name of the man known as “Jacob” to “Israel” so as to indicate that he was strong with God via the spirit category during that event. 

The 12 biological sons of Israel were known as the “sons of Israel” to identify them when their actions were being strong with God via the spirit category just as their father. 

Likewise, any of the descendants of the 12 sons were known as “the sons of Israel” to identify them as the group of people both male and female collectively who were descendants of the man named Israel – when their actions aligned with what God instructed them to do, which was when they were being strong with God via the spirit category. 

As verse 1 above, the descendants of Israel could ask the Lord God for information or judgment via the chief-priest receiving clear and true information from the Lord God regarding that situation. The two stones used in such an action are sometimes known as “urim” which is a transliteration of the Hebrew word, basically meaning: areas of light, and as “thummim” which is also a transliteration of the Hebrew word, basically meaning: completions / perfections (refer to Exodus 28:30). 

When the chief-priest would enter into the Holy-place before the Lord God, he would represent the descendants of Israel communicating their prayers, including questions and requests for judgment regarding specific situations or circumstances to God – and then God would communicate His judgment to the chief-priest so that he would tell God’s clear and true decision to the people. 

Canaan

The land of Canaan refers to the area of the earth that became occupied by the Canaanites (the descendants of the man named Canaan), instead of the people who continued to worship and serve the only true God. God promised this land to Abraham and his seed (offspring). 

The events recorded in the Book of Judges occurred after Joshua and the descendants of Israel had entered into the promised land of Canaan and they were now dwelling in it.

The Lord God continued to help His people in accordance with the good-message regarding the Christ. Refer to Genesis 3:15, 10:1, 6 and 15-19, 12:6, 15:18-21; Exodus 3:7 and 8, 6:4, 13:5 and 11; Numbers 34:1-9; Joshua 3:10, 22:10, and chapter 24.

[Reference: Genesis 29:35, 49:8-12; Joshua chapters 14 and 15, 23:5-16, 24:29-31.]


Verses 3-7:

.3And Judah said to Simeon his brother, “You must ascend with me in my lot and let us arrange-ourselves-beside against the Canaanites; and I will journey, also I with you in your lot.” And Simeon journeyed with him. 

.4And Judah ascended; and (the) Lord gave-over the Canaanite and the Pherezaios into their hands; and they cut them in Bezek into ten thousand of adult-males, .5and they took-hold-of Adonibezek in Bezek and they arranged-themselves-beside against him, even they cut the Canaanite and the Pherezaios; 

.6and Adonibezek fled, and they ran-down behind him and they took-hold-of him and they cut-away the extremities of his hands and the extremities of his feet, .7and Adonibezek said, “Seventy kings, the extremities of their hands and the extremities of their feet having been cut-away2, used-to-be collecting the-things down-under my table, therefore according as I did thus God repaid to me”; and they lead him into Jerusalem and he died there. 


Judah said to Simeon his brother (referring to the tribe of Simeon, his descendants in the clan or family group named after the man Simeon, who was Judah’s brother and one of the 12 sons of Jacob/Israel; the borders of the land given to the descendants of Simeon were located in the center of the land that was given to Judah)... 

	“It is imperative that you ascend in company and association with me in my lot (allotment, assigned portion, assigned to me by lot, allotted to me as my inheritance)

	and let us arrange-ourselves-beside (this is a polite command or a very strong suggestion advising those listening to Judah to think the correct way regarding this situation – we should put ourselves in order alongside each other to make war or battle; this verb expresses Judah’s intention, will, volition in this situation) 	against the Canaanites (as verse 1 above); 



	and I will journey (pass, travel),  	also I (emphatically in addition I myself) in company and association with you in your lot.” 




And Simeon journeyed in company and association with Judah (both tribes together). 

Then Judah (with Simeon) ascended; and the Lord gave-over (the Master handed over, delivered alongside or beside another, handed along [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created]) the Canaanite, including the Pherezaios (or Perizzite who were living with the Canaanites in that location), into their hands (figuratively emphasizing their authority, rule, power)... 

	and they cut them (beat, lacerated and thereby killed them)  	in Bezek into (with a view to, about) 10,000 adult-males (grown men [the Greek word translated “adult-males” is aner indicating grown men; in Hebrew it is ish emphasizing the individual male human-being]),



	and they took hold of Adonibezek in Bezek (in the active sense of receiving the man who was the lord or ruler of Bezek in a downward motion, seizing or overtaking him suddenly there [this man’s name in the Hebrew text includes the title Adon which emphasizes his rulership within the sphere of action of his domain being the lord or savior of his people]) 

	and they arranged-themselves-beside against him (they put themselves in order alongside each other towards him to make war or battle him), 


...emphatically to the degree and in explanation that the tribe of Judah with the tribe of Simeon cut the Canaanite and the Pherezaios (as verse 4 above); and Adonibezek fled (took flight, put himself in flight, quickly moved away), and they ran down behind him (hurried, pursued, followed after him) and they took hold of him (as verse 5 above)... 

	and they cut-away (were in the state of severing) 

	the extremities of his hands (the tip, top-end, head or highest point of his hands; referring to his thumbs)

	and the extremities of his feet (his large toes), 


...and Adonibezek said, “Seventy kings (70 royal rulers, sovereigns), the extremities of their hands and the extremities of their feet were cut-away (previously I caused this to happen to them), were continuing during a past time to be collecting the-things down-under my table (repeatedly in the state of gathering together, picking up to eat the scraps that fell down underneath the place where I put my food for me to eat on top of it, as dogs)... 

	therefore according as (following-on logically just as, according to how, in comparison to the way that) I did (performed, made actions)

	thus God repaid to me (in this manner God was in the state of paying or giving back these actions as being due to me, He requited to me [in the Hebrew text the word for ‘God’ is Elohim, the Creator in relation to His creations])”; 


...and they lead (direct, conduct, convey) him into Jerusalem and he died there (his life ended in that location, he became lifeless, inactive, dead). 

The severing of the thumbs and large toes demonstrated that absolutely he was and would-never-be a ruler, lord or savior, with respect to the Lord God’s people in His domain. 

There is great emphasis given to what is written in these verses by the repetition of the Greek word kai which can be translated into English as “and” or “also” and in these verses as “even” for additional emphasis.

[Reference: Genesis 29:33-35, 49:5-7; Exodus 29:19-22; Joshua 19:1-9.]


Verses 8-11:

.8And the sons of Judah used-to-war Jerusalem, and they took-hold-of it to-themselves, and they struck it in (the) mouth of a sword, and they burned the city in fire; 

.9and after these-things the sons of Judah descended to war against the Canaanite, the (Canaanite) dwelling-down the mountain-area and the south and the flat; 

.10and Judah journeyed against the Canaanite, the (Canaanite) dwelling-down in Hebron, and they went-out from contrary of Hebron – but the former name of Hebron used-to-be Kariatharbok-sepher – and they struck Sessi and Achinaan and Tholmi, offsprings of Enak; 

.11and they ascended from-there against the (people) dwelling-down Dabir – but the name of Dabir used-to-be in-front Kariathsophar, City of Writings. 


During that past time, historically, the sons (descendants) of Judah were continuing to war Jerusalem (causing a battle with, against this city; the inheritance of the tribe of Judah did not include Jerusalem but their boundary was on the west and south sides of it), and they took hold of it to themselves (in the sense of causing to receive that city to themselves in a downward motion seizing or overtaking it suddenly), and they struck it in the mouth of a sword (caused to knock, beat against it by, within the sphere of action of the edge of a large sword, long and broad, thereby killing its inhabitants), and they set the city (a portion of the town) on fire burning it... 

...and after (following) these events the sons (descendants) of Judah descended (went down from Jerusalem, located on a higher elevation than the surrounding area) to war against the Canaanite (as verse 1 above), emphatically and specifically the Canaanite who were dwelling-down (inhabiting, permanently dwelling, settled-down, whose houses were in)... 

	the mountain-area (hill area) and the south (the southern part, also known as “Negeb”) 

	and the flat (the terrain that was level or low-lying ground, the plain known as the “Shephelah” on the west side of the mountain area towards the Mediterranean Sea); 


...and Judah journeyed against (passed, traveled southwards towards) the Canaanite, emphatically and specifically the Canaanite inhabiting in Hebron (or Chebron, about 20 miles south of Jerusalem), and they went (came) out from contrary of Hebron (opposite to it, located on the south side)...

	but during a past time, historically, the former (previous, first, prior) name of 

	Hebron was Kariatharbok-sepher (or city of Arbok or Arba [the Hebrew text does not include “sepher” meaning: writing/book]) – 


...and they struck (caused to knock, beat against) Sessi (or Sheshai) and Achinaan (or Ahiman) and Tholmi (or Talmai), who were offsprings of Enak (produced things, products, progenies of, pertaining-to, and issuing-from, born from/by Enak or Anak; referring to long-necked people; this is not referring to the pre-flood giants; Arbok or Arba was the name of one of their great men, the father of Enak, who originally built the city named after him as a metropolis ruling over other cities)... 

...and they ascended (went up) from that location against the people who were dwelling-down Dabir (or Debir, which is southwest of Hebron) – but during a past time, historically, the name of Dabir was in-front (before the time of this event) Kariathsophar, City of Writings (or Kirjath/Kiriath-sepher; town of writings or books, individual letters or characters written making-up the various writings, records). 

[Reference: Genesis 23:2; Joshua 10:38-40, 11:21 and 22, 14:12-15, 15:8, 13-15, 54 and 63, 20:7, 21:11.]


Verses 12-15:

.12And Caleb said, “Who if-ever may strike the City of the Writings and he may take-hold-beforehand-of it to-himself, I will give to him Achsan my daughter with-a-view-for a wife.” 

.13And Othniel, a son of Kenez, the younger brother of Caleb, took-hold-beforehand-of it to-himself, and Caleb gave to him Achsan his daughter with-a-view-for a wife. 

.14And it came-to-pass in the entrance-way of her, also Othniel motioned her to ask a field from her father; and she used-to-murmur and she shouted from the donkey, “Into (the) earth of south you gave2 me out.” And Caleb said to her, “What is it with you?” 

.15And Achsan said to him, “Indeed you must give to me a blessing because into (the) earth of south you gave2 me out, even you will give to me a redemption of water.” And Caleb gave to her according to her heart a redemption of suspended-areas and a redemption of humble-areas. 


Caleb belonged to the tribe of Judah because he was the son of Jephonne (whose first name was Hur); Hur Jephonne was the son of Caleb who was the son of Esrom (or Hezron). Hur Jephonne named his son the same name as his father – Caleb. Esrom was the son of Phares who was the son of Judah. Refer to Exodus 17:10; Numbers 13:6; I Chronicles 2:1-5, 9, 18, 19 and 50, 4:1, 4 and 15.

Caleb (or Chaleb) said, “Who (the person who) if it should happen at any time would strike (cause to knock, beat against) the City of the Writings (as verse 11 above) and he would take hold beforehand of it to himself (in the sense of causing to receive that city to himself in a downward motion seizing or overtaking it suddenly ahead of, in front of, in advance of, prior to any attack from the people in it)... 

	I will give to him Achsan (or Achsah, Ascha) who is my daughter (my female offspring) 

	for a wife (into, directed to, for the purpose of making her his woman; the word translated ‘wife’ can also be translated ‘woman’ depending on the context).” 


And Othniel (or Gothoniel), who was a son of Kenez (or Kenaz), and Kenez was the younger brother of Caleb (comparatively younger or newer in age than Caleb; both were sons of the man Hur Jephonne), took hold beforehand of this city to himself, and Caleb gave to Othniel Achsan his daughter so as to become his wife. 

It came to pass (became, happened, occurred) in the entrance-way of her (included as part of the direct path/road of access of her to Othniel as a blessing from Caleb, her right of passage to him as a dowry), also Othniel motioned her (beckoned, as shaking his head or hand, rocking or moving to-and-fro, a waving motion urging her on) for the purpose of asking a field from her father (for part of the open countryside, a specific portion of land as the plain, level, flat land used for tillage or pasture to be given to her from Caleb her father being the source from whom it would proceed, as an inferior asking a superior)...

...and during that past time she was murmuring (grumbling discontent and complaints, as described in what she asked him) and she shouted from the donkey (she cried-out away from the animal that was carrying her as she was leaving, she did not dismount), “Into the earth (land, ground) of south (or Negeb; referring to the southern area of Canaan, which was a desert-place or wilderness when compared to the populated cities) you gave and continue to have given me out (to Othniel for marriage purposes from yourself).” 

And Caleb said to her, “What is it with you (what is for you, what do you want)?” 

And Achsan said to Caleb her father, “Indeed (definitely) it is imperative that you give to me a blessing (the outcome of the words that you previously spoke which were good/well, the effect of your good wording coming to pass to/for me – ultimately this blessing is the result of God’s spoken words to/for me)... 

	because into the earth of south (the southern land, as verse 14 above)

	you gave me out (and this fact has not changed – I will become Othniel’s wife moving to his home, I agree to the marriage),

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that you will give to me a redemption of water (a loosening or releasing of water, springs [in Hebrew the word ‘water’ is always in the plural form: waters]).” 


And Caleb gave to her according to her heart (the word “heart” literally means: the organ which keeps the fleshy body alive by circulating the blood, but figuratively here it means: the center or core of a person’s being, the seat of the whole personal self and life – in accordance with the center of her being)... 

	a redemption of suspended-areas (referring to the springs of water that were on high ground, raised to a height, the upper part of the land containing springs of water) 

	and a redemption of humble-areas (lowlands, lowly, in a state of lowliness, a position of humbleness with respect to the high ground, the lower part of land also containing springs of water). 


Achsan had a legitimate request and she received the blessing after she asked her father about it. 

[Reference: Numbers 14:6 and 24; Joshua 14:6-15, 15:13-19, 21:12.]


Verses 16-20:

.16And the sons of Jethro the Kainaios, the father-in-law of Moses, ascended from a city of the palms with the sons of Judah into the desert-place, the (desert-place) being in the south of Judah which is on a descent of Arad, and they dwelled-down with the people. 

.17And Judah journeyed with Simeon his brother and cut the Canaanite, the (Canaanite) dwelling-down Sephek, and they wholly-destroyed them and called the name of the city: Cursed-offering. 

.18And Judah did not inherit Gaza neither its boundaries, nor Askalon nor its boundaries, nor Ekron nor its boundaries, nor Azotus nor its sown-fields-around. 

.19And (the) Lord used-to-be with Judah and he inherited the mountain, because they were not caused-to-be-able to wholly-destroy the (people) dwelling-down the deep-valley that a rider directed against them. 

.20And they gave to Caleb Hebron according as Moses uttered-forth, and he inherited from-there the three cities of the sons of Enak. 


The sons (descendants) of Jethro the Kainaios (or Jothor the Kenite, not a descendant of Israel), the father-in-law of Moses (his relative by marriage, the father of Moses’ wife named Sepphora, Zipporah), ascended from a city of the palms (went up out from a walled or fortified town that had palm trees) in company and association with the sons (descendants) of Judah into the desert-place (desolate place, wilderness)... 

	emphatically and specifically the desert-place located in the south of Judah (or Judea)  	which is on a descent (descending, going downwards, the slope) of Arad, 



	and they dwelled-down (permanently dwelled, settled-down, fixedly housed or inhabited) 

	in company and association with the people (the mass or group of people collectively as one unit, one united assembly; this word usually refers to the descendants of Israel/Jacob). 


And Judah journeyed in company and association with Simeon his brother (as verse 3 above – both tribes, the descendants of these brothers passed through the land together) and cut the Canaanite (caused to beat, lacerate and thereby kill them), emphatically and specifically the Canaanite inhabiting Sephek (or Sepheth, Zephath), and they wholly-destroyed them (utterly ruined and slayed them, caused them complete disaster with death)... 

	and they called the name of the city (that city was given the following name in order to designate and describe its distinguishing and distinctive constitution, character, quality, workings, etc):

	Cursed-offering (an accursed thing, an offering set-aside for destruction [the Hebrew text has “Hormah” instead of “Cursed-offering” which indicates: devoted to utter destruction]).


Judah did not inherit (this tribe did not fully go into the land to become the inheritor or heir of all of it even though Joshua took and then assigned this allotted-portion to Judah [the Hebrew text has “took” instead of “did not inherit”])... 

	Gaza (or Gazah, which is by the coast of the Mediterranean Sea) neither its boundaries (nor its borders, limits of the lot of land), 

	nor Askalon (or Askelon, Ashkelon) nor its boundaries, 

	nor Ekron (or Akkaron) nor its boundaries, 

	nor Azotus (or Azotos) nor its sown-fields-around (the suburbs, surrounding land or fields that were fit or ready to be sown, enclosed areas or boundaries where animals may graze or feed upon them [the Hebrew text omits this phrase]). 


And during that past time the Lord (the Master [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created]) was continuing to be in company and association with Judah... 

	and therefore the tribe of Judah inherited the mountain (the hill area, high ground, mountainous region), 

	because they were not caused-to-be-able (the Judeans did not have the able-power, they were not given the capability; refer to Judges 2:1-3 as to the reason why they were not able) 	to wholly-destroy (utterly ruin and slay, cause complete disaster with death)

	the people who were inhabiting the deep-valley (the hollow area) 

	that a rider directed against them (a group of riders in that area sent themselves in the direction to/against the Judeans [in the Greek text the word rechab means “rider”; in this phrase the Hebrew text reads: because they had chariotry of iron]). 




And the tribe of Judah gave to Caleb Hebron in accordance with what Moses uttered-forth (spoke), and Caleb inherited, as a result of inheriting that location, the 3 cities of the sons (the descendants of the 3 sons) of Enak (or Anak, as verse 10 above). 

[Reference: Genesis 15:19, 29:33 and 35; Exodus 3:1; Numbers 14:24; Deuteronomy 1:36; Joshua 11:22, 13:3, 14:13, 15:13, 14, 46 and 47, plus chapter 24; Judges 2:1-3, 14:19, 16:1; I Samuel 6:17.]


Verse 21:

.21And the sons of Benjamin did not inherit the Jebousaios, the (Jebousaios) dwelling-down in Jerusalem, and the Jebousaios dwelled-down with the sons of Benjamin in Jerusalem until this day. 


The sons of Benjamin (referring to his descendants; Benjamin was a son of Jacob/Israel) did not inherit (this tribe did not fully go into the land to become the inheritor or heir of all of it even though Joshua took and then assigned this allotted-portion to them)... 

	the Jebousaios (or Jebusite), emphatically and specifically the Jebousaios who were dwelling-down (permanently dwelling, settled-down, fixedly housed, inhabiting) 

	in Jerusalem, 


...and the Jebousaios inhabited in company and association with the sons (descendants) of Benjamin in Jerusalem until this day (continuing up to today, the day that this verse was written).

[Reference: Genesis 10:15 and 16, 35:18; Joshua 10:5, 15:8 and 63, 18:16, 24:11; Judges 2:1-3.]


Verses 22-26:

.22And the sons of Joseph ascended and indeed they (went) into Bethel; and (the) Lord used-to-be with them; .23and they enclosed and scoped-down Bethel; but the name of their city used-to-be in-front Luz; 

.24and the (people) keeping-watch saw, and look!, an adult-male used-to journey-out from the city, and they took him and they said to him, “You must point-out to us the entrance-way of the city and we will do mercy with you”; 

.25and he pointed-out to them the entrance-way of the city, and they struck the city in (the) mouth of a sword, but they apostled-out the adult-male and his family-kindred; 

.26and the adult-male journeyed into (the) earth of Chettaios and he built a city there and he called the name of it: Luz, this (is the) name of it until this day. 


The sons of Joseph (a combination of the descendants of Manasseh and Ephraim, who were both Joseph’s sons; Joseph was a son of Jacob/Israel [the Hebrew text has “house” instead of “sons” referring also to the household]) ascended (mounted, went upwards in elevation) and indeed they went into Bethel (surely, emphatically, definitely they went with a view to, directed to, but not inside of Bethel, or Beth-El, Baethel; the tribe of Benjamin originally were given the inheritance of this city)... 

	and during that past time the Lord (the Master [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created])

	was continuing to be in company and association with them; 


...and they enclosed (encamped as a temporary dwelling area in preparation for a future event or situation [the Hebrew text omits “enclosed”]) and scoped-down (spied, looked intensely at as a target, closely watched and viewed) Bethel; but during a past time, historically, the name of their city was in-front (before the time of this event) Luz (or Luza, Louza)... 

...and the descendants of Joseph who were keeping-watch (being vigilant to watch and guard their position enclosing and spying on the city) saw (perceived with their eyes and understood in their minds’ thoughts what to do in light of this situation)... 

	and look! (behold, see, pay attention – calling attention to what they saw because they had not yet determined their method of access into the city), 

	an adult-male was journeying out from the city (a grown man passed outside of the walls of the town), 

	and they took him (received so as to use or do something with him, which was to get information from him [the Hebrew text omits this phrase]) 

	and they said to him, 

	“It is imperative that you point-out to us (indicate to us, as pointing out with your finger)

	the entrance-way of the city (the way of entry to the town)

	and we will do mercy with you (perform active-relief because of withholding merited judgment, not bestow punishment on you who deserves to be punished)”; 


...and he pointed-out to them the entrance-way of the city, and they struck the city in the mouth of a sword (they caused to knock the town, beat against it by, within the sphere of action of the edge of a large sword, long and broad, thereby killing its inhabitants)... 

...but they apostled-out the adult-male and his family-kindred (they sent the grown man out on a specific mission or assignment, which was to stay alive at that time together with his relatives [the Hebrew text has “tribe” instead of “family-kindred”])...

...and the adult-male journeyed (the grown man passed, traveled) into the earth (land, ground) of Chettaios (or Chettite, Heth, Hittites, which was north of the land of Israel) and he built a city (he edified, erected, constructed a walled or fortified town) in that location and he called the name of it: Luz (or Luza, Louza, as verse 23 above), this is the name of it until this day (continuing up to today, the day that this verse was written). 

[Reference: Genesis 12:8, 28:19, 30:24, 35:6, 48:1-5; Joshua 16:1-4, 18:11-13.]


Verses 27 and 28:

.27And Manasseh did not lift-out Baithsan, which is a city of Scythians, neither its daughters nor its dwellings-around, nor Tanach nor its daughters, nor the (people) dwelling-down Dor nor its daughters, nor the (people) dwelling-down Balak nor its dwellings-around nor its daughters, nor the (people) dwelling-down Megiddo nor its dwellings-around nor its daughters, nor the (people) dwelling-down Jeblaam nor its dwellings-around nor its daughters; 

and the Canaanite began to dwell-down in this earth; 

.28and it came-to-pass when Israel was-strong-within also he made the Canaanite into a personal-tribute, and lifting-out he did not lift him out. 


The descendants of Israel who were in the tribe of Manasseh (or Manasse, who was a son of Joseph who was a son of Jacob/Israel) did not lift-out (take-up and carry-out, remove the people who were living in [the Hebrew text omits portions of the following phrases])... 

	Baithsan (or Beth-shan, Bethshean), which is a city of Scythians (who were known for their extreme barbarism),  	neither its daughters (referring the its corresponding smaller towns as daughters of the larger capital mother-city or metropolis) 

	nor its dwellings-around (the inhabited areas about it, the neighborhoods), 



	nor Tanach (or Taanach, Thanak) nor its daughters, nor the people who were dwelling-down Dor (inhabiting the city of Dor, located on the west coast by the Mediterranean Sea about half way between Sidon and Gaza) nor its daughters, 

	nor the people who were inhabiting Balak (or Balac) nor its dwellings-around nor its daughters, 

	nor the people who were inhabiting Megiddo (or Magedon, located southeast of Carmel) nor its dwellings-around nor its daughters, 

	nor the people who were inhabiting Jeblaam (or Ibleam) nor its dwellings-around nor its daughters;


...and the Canaanite began (started, commenced) to dwell-down in this earth (to inhabit, permanently dwell, settle-down, putting their houses within the land that God had given to/for Israel)... 

...and it came to pass (became, happened, occurred) at the time that Israel was strong within (became physically strong within its sphere of action) also Israel made the Canaanite into a personal-tribute (with a view to, directed to be used so as to pay personal allowances or taxes, thereby indicating their subjection, paying the taxes usually levied on persons and their property to/for the ruler), and lifting-out Israel did not lift the Canaanite out (the repetition of the verb “lift-out” gives emphasis – definitely while they were taking-up and carrying-out some people and things from their inherited land, they did not remove all of the people who rejected the Lord God). 

[Reference: Genesis 41:51, 46:20, 48:20, 50:23; Joshua 13:29-31 and chapter 17.]


Verses 29-36:

.29And Ephraim did not lift-out the Canaanite, the (Canaanite) dwelling-down in Gazer; and the Canaanite dwelled-down in (the) midst of him in Gazer, and he became into a personal-tribute. 

.30And Zebulun did not lift-out the (people) dwelling-down Kidron, nor the (people) dwelling-down Domana; and the Canaanite dwelled-down in (the) midst of them, and he became into a personal-tribute to it. 

.31And Asher did not lift-out the (people) dwelling-down Akcho, and it became into a personal tribute to him, and the (people) dwelling-down Dor, and the (people) dwelling-down Sidon, and the (people) dwelling-down Aalaph, and Aschazi, and Chelba, and Nai, and Ereo; .32and Asher dwelled-down in (the) midst of the Canaanite, the (Canaanite) dwelling-down the earth, because he was not able to lift him out. 

.33And Naphtali did not lift-out the (people) dwelling-down Baithsamus, and the (people) dwelling-down Baithanath; and Naphtali dwelled-down in (the) midst of the Canaanite, the (Canaanite) dwelling-down the earth; but the (people) dwelling-down Baithsamus and Baithanath became into a personal-tribute to them. 

.34And the Amorraios pressured-out the sons of Dan into the mountain because they did not leave him to descend into the deep-valley. 

.35And the Amorraios began to dwell-down in the mountain, the (mountain) with earthenware in which (were) the bears and in which (were) the foxes, in Mursinon and in Thalabin; 

and a hand of (the) house of Joseph was pressure-weighed on the Amorraios, and he was caused-to-become into a personal-tribute to them; .36and the boundary of the Amorraios (was) from the ascent of Akrabin, from the rock and over. 


The descendants of Israel who were in the tribe of Ephraim (who was a son of Joseph who was a son of Jacob/Israel) did not lift-out (take-up and carry-out, remove) the Canaanite (as verse 1 above), emphatically and specifically the Canaanite dwelling-down in Gazer (inhabiting Gazer or Gezer)... 

	and the Canaanite inhabited in the midst of him (within the middle of the tribe of Ephraim) in Gazer, 

	and the Canaanite became into a personal-tribute (they came to pass to be people who paid personal allowances or taxes to/for the descendants of Ephraim, thereby indicating their subjection, paying the taxes usually levied on persons and their property to/for the ruler). 


Also, the descendants of Israel who were in the tribe of Zebulun (or Zaboulon, Zabulon, who was a son of Jacob/Israel) did not lift-out (take-up and carry-out, remove) the people who were inhabiting Kidron (or Kedron, Kitron, Cedron), nor the people who were inhabiting Domana (or Nahalol)... 

	and the Canaanite inhabited in their midst (in the middle of them, among them), 

	and the Canaanite paid personal allowances or taxes to/for the descendants of Zebulun. 


Also, the descendants of Israel who were in the tribe of Asher (or Asur, who was a son of Jacob/Israel) did not lift-out (take-up and carry-out, remove) the people inhabiting... 

	Akcho (or Accho, Acco), and that town’s inhabitants paid personal allowances or taxes to/for the descendants of Asher, 

	and (also) the people who were inhabiting Dor (referring to the same city that was allotted to Manasseh; both tribes shared responsibility because the Phoenicians continued southwards to inhabit it [the Hebrew text omits this phrase]), 

	and the people who were inhabiting Sidon (located on the northwest corner of Canaan which became a district in Phoenicia, part of Syria, located on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea), 

	and the people who were inhabiting Aalaph (or Ahlab), and Aschazi (or Achzib), and Chelba (or Helbah), and Nai [some texts read: Aphek or Aphik], and Ereo (or Rehob); 


...and Asher dwelled-down (permanently dwelled, settled-down, fixedly housed or inhabited) in the midst (middle) of the Canaanite (among them), emphatically and specifically the Canaanite who was inhabiting the earth (land, ground which had been allotted to Asher), because the tribe of Asher was not able (capable, did not have the ability, they were not given the capability; refer to Judges 2:1-3 as to the reason why they were not able) to remove the Canaanite. 

Also, the descendants of Israel who were in the tribe of Naphtali (or Nephthali, who was a son of Jacob/Israel) did not lift-out (take-up and carry-out, remove) the people who were inhabiting Baithsamus (or Bethsamys, Beth-shemesh), and the inhabitants of Baithanath (or Beth-anath)... 

	and Naphtali inhabited in the middle of the Canaanite, 

	emphatically and specifically the Canaanite who was inhabiting the earth (land, ground which had been allotted to Naphtali, as verse 32 above); 


...but the people who were inhabiting Baithsamus and Baithanath paid personal allowances or taxes to/for the descendants of Naphtali. 

Also, the Amorraios (or Amorite) pressured-out (applied pressure to extract or evict, as squeezing grapes) the sons of Dan (referring to his descendants, those in the tribe of Dan, who was a son of Jacob/Israel) into the mountain (forcing Dan to be limited within the hill area) because they did not leave the tribe of Dan (they did not let them go from their concern as to what they were doing, they did not dismiss them and thereby permit them) to descend into the deep-valley (to go downwards into the hollow area of land). 

In addition, the Amorraios began (caused themselves to start) to inhabit in the mountain (the hill area), emphatically and specifically the mountain with earthenware (broken pieces of pots and vessels made of clay) in which the bears and the foxes were living, specifically in Mursinon (or Aijalon) and in Thalabin (or Shaalbim)... 

	and a hand of the house of Joseph (figuratively emphasizes the authority, rule, power exerted by the household of people belonging to Joseph, his descendants who were the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim)

	was pressure-weighed (caused to be weighed with pressure, with the emphasis being on the pressure and not on the physical heaviness of a load or burden to be carried) 

	down on (against) the Amorraios (or Amorite),

	and the Amorraios was caused to pay personal allowances or taxes to/for the descendants of Joseph and Dan; 


...and the boundary of (the border of the territory pertaining to) the Amorraios was away from the ascent of Akrabin (or Akrabbim, located southwest of the Salt or Dead Sea – the path or road ascending, going upwards, the slope mounting towards that location), specifically away from the rock (which was unchanging and unmovable) and over (above, upwards on the higher elevation). 

Notes: 

The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh were located on the east side of the Jordan river in the land of Israel. 

The tribe of Levi did not inherit an area of land but they received the priesthood and the work of rendering service to/for the Lord God and they lived in various locations among the descendants of Israel. 

The tribe of Issachar is not mentioned in this context of battles in Judges chapter 1. 

[Reference: Genesis 30:8, 13 and 20, 41:52, 46:20, 48:20, 50:23; Joshua chapter 16, 17:11, 19:10-16 and 24-48; Judges 2:1-3.]

Back to the top

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Israel’s behavior

[image: ]


________

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Judges 2


[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Consequences

[image: ]


Judges chapter 2 provides a brief history regarding the descendants of Israel; it summarizes the events recorded in the Book of Judges, which covers 370 years of judging and periods in between the judges, from the time when Joshua blessed them before his death (refer to Joshua 24:1-33).


Judges 2:1-5:

2:1And an angel of (the) Lord ascended from Gilgal on Klauthmon, even on Bethel, even on the house of Israel, and he said towards them, 

“(The) Lord says the-things-here: I caused you to-ascend from Egypt, and I led you into the earth which I swore to your fathers, 

and I said, ‘I will not throughly-scatter My covenant, the (covenant) with you, into the age; .2and you will not covenant a covenant with the (people) sitting-down into this earth, neither will you worship their gods, but you will crush their carved-things and you will pull-down their sacrificial-altars’ – and you did not hear My sound because you did these-things; 

.3also I said, ‘I will never lift them out from your face, and they will be to you into anguishes, and their gods will be to you into an offense’.”

.4And it came-to-pass as the angel of (the) Lord uttered-forth these words towards all (the) sons of Israel – also the people lifted-up their sound and they cried; .5and they named the name of that place: Klauthmon, and they sacrificed there to the Lord. 


One of the Lord’s angels (referring to God as the Master sending one of His angels, a spirit-being as a messenger on an assignment [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created])... 

	ascended (went up) away from Gilgal (or Galgala, located between Jericho and the Jordan river – his previous assignment was with Joshua as recorded in Joshua 5:9-15 when the descendants of Israel were located in Gilgal and they had not yet conquered Jericho) 

	down on the area known as “Klauthmon” (as verse 5 below; this word is the transliteration of the Greek word that means: crying / weeping [the Hebrew text has “Bochim” which means: weeping / weepers]),  	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that this area relates to Bethel (it was in the direction of Bethel, or Beth-El, Baethel, which means “house of God” and located west of Gilgal), 

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that this angel went down on the house of Israel (relating to the people within Israel’s home, the household of the descendants of Israel), 




...and the angel said towards them (this record does not state to whom specifically he made this information known, but usually it was the chief-priest who would then make it known to the rest of the descendants of Israel), “The Lord says the-things-here (emphatically these things which I am telling you): 

	I caused you to ascend (to go up, I brought you up) out from Egypt, 

	and I led (caused to direct, conduct, convey) you into the earth (land, ground)  	which I swore to your fathers (I affirmed using an oath to your forefathers; an oath was used to prove something as being undeniable, like a fence that fences in what is spoken, a confinement, restraint or enclosure of a promise or declaration regarding what will be done or what is true),



	and I said, ‘I will not throughly-scatter My covenant (the repetition of the same root-word for the verb and noun gives emphasis – definitely I will not cause the action of thoroughly turning away, I will not reject, violate, break the binding agreement that I made),  	emphatically and specifically the covenant in company and association with you, 

	into the age (for the duration of life, lifetime, for/throughout the age; referring to the specific age that would begin when God brought them into the land – the completeness of this will come to pass at a future time as recorded in Revelation chapters 21 and 22); 



	and emphatically you will not covenant a covenant (in Greek there is a definite word for ‘you’ plus the verb meaning ‘you will covenant’ giving emphasis; there is also the repetition of the same root-word for the verb and noun – definitely you yourselves will not throughly or thoroughly put/set in place a binding agreement) 	with the people who are sitting-down into this earth (who are presently settled in this land, occupying it), 



	neither will you worship (and you will not pay homage, be obeisant towards) 	their gods (which really are idols or false-gods; this type of behavior is idolatry, practicing the rites and rituals of worship and service to so-called ‘gods’ instead of only worshipping and serving the one and only true Lord God [the Hebrew text omits this phrase]), 



	but emphatically (instead-of or contrary-to doing such bad actions)  	you will crush their carved-things (the items they engraved, the sculptures representing their idols or false-gods – as rubbing them together and shattering them [the Hebrew text also omits this phrase])

	and you will pull-down their sacrificial-altars (forcefully cause to take-down, demolish their altars on-which they offer sacrifices to their idols or false-gods)’ – 



	and you did not hear My sound (listen favorably My voice, the source from Whom the sound of the voice came, you did not grant My request by doing what I told you to do) 	because you did these-things (you performed such bad actions); 



	also emphatically I (as a consequence to your bad behavior, in addition I Myself) said,  	‘I will never lift them out from your face (the word translated ‘never’ comes from two Greek words both meaning ‘no’ or ‘not’ – the double negative emphasizes the point – I will not ever be in the state of taking-up and carrying-out, not at any time will I remove them out from your presence, your vicinity), 

	and they will be to you into anguishes (with a view to, directed to/for times of anguish or distress [the Greek word translated ‘anguishes’ refers to a holding-together, as a confined joining caused by a narrowing space; the Hebrew text has ‘sides’ instead of ‘anguishes’]), 

	and their gods will be to/for you into an offense (their idols or false-gods will affect you with a view to, directed to, by being a cause for stumbling, a trap-stick as when bait is fastened to a stick whereby if a person did not take heed to it but struck against it then he would get himself caught in the trap [the Hebrew text has ‘snare’ instead of ‘offense’; the Hebrew word translated ‘gods’ is Elohim which is a plural noun and it usually refers to the only true God the Creator in relation to His creations])’.”




And it came to pass (became, happened, occurred) as the angel of the Lord uttered-forth (was in the state of speaking) these words towards all the sons (every one of the descendants) of Israel... 

	also the people (the mass or group of people collectively as one unit, one united assembly) 

	lifted-up their sound (raised or took their voice upwards, high so as to go onto the Lord’s ears to hear them) 

	and they cried (wept, shed tears, expressed grief, mourned); 


...and they named the name of that place (they called that location, they put the name of the following word on it identifying it from their viewpoint): Klauthmon (as verse 1 above), and they sacrificed there to the Lord (they made offerings which were killed shedding their blood in the place of themselves towards the Master). 

A name is a word or phrase given to a person, etc, to be called and known-by, in order to designate and describe the distinguishing and distinctive constitution, character, quality, workings, etc.

There is great emphasis given to what is written in these verses by the repetition of the Greek word kai which can be translated into English as “and” or “also” and in these verses as “even” for additional emphasis.

The future tense was used by God in commands because people were to obey them from the time that the commands were spoken onwards; it does not mean that the people would be forced to do them and had no control over their own lives, but these are the things that God told them that they should do from that time forward.

Angels

An angel is a spirit-being whose office and character is one of a messenger in official service via words and/or actions. The word “angel” comes from the Greek word aggello which means to tell or deliver a message and therefore an angel could be called a “messenger.” 

Those angels who have continued to take their instructions from the only true God are also now under the command of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But those angels who have refused to take their instructions from God and have instead decided to follow the devil are known as: devils (devil-spirits, demons, evil, unclean or unholy spirits). The devil (satan, the snake/serpent, etc) was once one of God’s angels, but he rebelled against God wanting to take God’s place and he continues attempting to do so. 

We should also note that the Bible shows us that no human-being was or is or will be a spirit-being angel! Refer to Hebrews chapter 1.

Covenant

The word translated “covenant” refers to a binding agreement. It is used for the Hebrew word that basically means “to cut” because living animals were killed and sometimes cut in two shedding their blood in preparation of and showing agreement with making the covenant – 

	either conditionally between two parties whereby both parties would walk between the killed victims confirming the covenant and demonstrating that each party bound himself to complete his commitments and that he was worthy of death if he did not keep his side of the covenant 

	or unconditionally as by God with Abraham recorded in Genesis chapter 15, the obligation being on God to fulfill this covenant.


A covenant does not always involve a sacrifice but may be demonstrated by a sign, e.g. Genesis 9:9-17.

[Reference: Genesis 12:7, 13:15, 15:18, 17:7 and 8, 22:18; Exodus 2:24, 3:8 and 17, 6:2-8, 13:5, 23:20-23 and 32, 32:12, 13 and 34, 33:1, 34:10-17; Deuteronomy 7:2-5, 12:1-3; Joshua 1:1-9, 23:11-13, 24:2-15. Also refer to the article: Angels (https://www.truebiblestudy.com/bible-materials).]


Verses 6-10:

.6And Joshua apostled-out the people, even an adult-male went into his inheritance to distribute-inheritance (of) the earth; 

.7and the people served-as-slaves to the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders, as-many-as lived-distant-days with Joshua, as-many-as knew all the work of (the) Lord, the great (work) which He did in Israel; 

.8and Joshua, a son of Nun, a slave of (the) Lord, a son of a hundred ten years, completed (his life), .9and they buried him in a boundary of his inheritance in Thamnathares in a mountain of Ephraim from (the) north of the mountain of Gaas; 

.10and indeed all that generation were added towards their fathers; 

and a different generation stood-up after them, the (people who) did not know the Lord and indeed the work which He did in Israel. 


Prior to Joshua’s death, he apostled-out the people (he was in the state of sending the mass or group of people collectively as one unit, one united assembly forth/away from himself on a specific mission, he sent them out with an assignment)... 

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that an adult-male went (each grown man came) 

	into his inheritance to distribute inheritance of the earth (by repeating the same root-word in the verb and the noun great emphasis is given – definitely with a view to his assigned-lot, the heir’s portion for the purpose of distributing the land that he had been given by lot so that he received his inheritance, to become the inheritor, the heir of his allotted-portion, to gain property or possession of his land, ground); 


...and the people served-as-slaves to the Lord (served in the position and capacity of being slaves, bound-people carrying-out service to/for the Master) all the days of Joshua (every day during the time when Joshua was leading them) and all the days of the elders (including, at the same time that Joshua was leading them with the elders or elder-men; referring to those having more knowledge, wisdom, dignity, etc, elders in service, not the literal meaning of being older in age than other people among the descendants of Israel)...

	as-many-as lived-distant-days in company and association with Joshua (specifically as much, as many elders as were alive for the length of time when Joshua was alive – they worked together in a leadership capacity), 

	as-many-as knew all the work of the Lord (those who had a truly active and relative knowing, who were personally knowledgeable of every single deed pertaining-to and proceeding-from Him, the action of expending energy, the effect that was produced originating from Him, the end-product issuing from Him that was done and accomplished), 	emphatically and specifically the great work (large in importance, magnitude, depth, degree, measure, quality, rank, eminence, etc) 

	which He did in Israel (performed among, within the sphere of action of the descendants of Israel); 




...and Joshua, who was a son of Nun (or Naue)...

	who was a slave of the Lord (a bond-servant, a bound-person carrying-out service to/for the Master, he served in the position and capacity of being His slave; a slave is a servant who is bound to serve his master, and this service as a slave means that the slave’s whole being is at the service-of or in service-to that one master, not serving anybody or anything else!), 

	and when he became 110 years old, 


...completed his life (his life ended, he died, expired), and they buried him (they put his dead body, corpse) within the boundary (border, limit of the territory) of his inheritance (his assigned-lot, the heir’s portion that he had previously received) in Thamnathares (or Timnath-heres, Timnath-serah) which is in a mountain of Ephraim (the mount or hill, mountain range pertaining to the tribe of Ephraim) away from the north (the north side) of the mountain of Gaas (or Gaash)...

...and indeed all that generation (surely, emphatically, definitely everyone in the specific race, descent or kind of living-beings, the members of mankind who had been alive during the same time as Joshua) were added towards their fathers (put, placed, laid with their dead forefathers, they were buried with their ancestors when they died)...

	and a different generation (the time-period of another, a different sort of race, descent or kind of living-beings, the new or next generation) 	stood-up after them (arose following the previous generation), 



	specifically these were the people who did not personally know (did not have a truly active and relative knowing, were not personally knowledgeable of)  	the Lord (the Master [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created]) 

	and indeed the work which He did in Israel (surely, emphatically, definitely the work that the Lord performed among, within the sphere of action of the descendants of Israel, as verse 7 above). 




The next generation of the descendants of Israel, who grew up after Joshua died, would have heard about the Lord God from their parents or guardians – but they did not personally know Him nor His work because they did not experience the effects or results of His words and actions as they were occurring. 

Note: In Joshua 11:23 it is recorded that Joshua took all the land according as the Lord God commanded Moses, and Joshua gave the descendants of Israel inheritance according to their tribes – he completed his assigned task regarding the promised land of Canaan. Joshua chapter 12 summarizes what Moses accomplished and what Joshua accomplished in this regard. Joshua chapters 13 – 24 include details about how Joshua gave it to the tribes of Israel to inherit according to their lot. 

However, it is also recorded that when people of other nations who did not belong to God’s people came into this land to resettle there, many of the tribes of Israel did not keep them out. 

The completion, when all of God’s people will rest in the fullness of the land promised by God, will occur as recorded in Revelation chapters 21 and 22. 

[Reference: Joshua 10:14 and 42, 11:15 and 23, 13:7, 19:50, 21:42, plus chapters 23 and 24; Acts 7:45, 13:17-20.]


Verses 11-13:

.11And the sons of Israel did the evil before (the) Lord, 

even they rendered-service to Baalim, .12and they left-down the Lord, the God of their fathers, the (God) having led them out from (the) earth of Egypt, and they journeyed behind different gods, from the gods of the nations, the (nations) circling-around them, and they worshipped them; 

and they caused the Lord to-be-wrathful, 

.13even they left Him down and they rendered-service to Baal and Astarte. 


The sons (descendants) of Israel did the evil (they performed active malignancy, exercised badness, that-which is contrary to the only true God as described in the following phrases) before the Lord (in the sight and presence of the Master, in His eyes [in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh) which refers to God in His covenant-relationship to that-which He created])... 

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that they rendered-service to Baalim (they performed, carried-out service as hired servants towards idols or false-gods; the plural word “Baalim” refers to all sorts of false-gods), 

	and they left-down the Lord (left the Master behind or remaining in a state of being separated from them [again in the Hebrew text the word for “Lord” is Jehovah (Yahweh)]),  	specifically the God of their fathers (forefathers, ancestors [in the Hebrew text the word “God” is Elohim, the Creator in relation to His creations]), 

	specifically the God who led (caused to direct, conduct, convey) them out from the earth (land) of Egypt, 



	and they journeyed behind different gods (they passed from the only true God to go after gods of another kind/sort which were really idols or false-gods, as verse 2 above),  	specifically those that were from the gods of the nations (groups of people, ethnic groups [the Hebrew text has “peoples” instead of “nations”]), 

	emphatically and specifically the nations that were circling-around (surrounding, all around) them, 



	and they worshipped them (paid homage to them, were obeisant towards those idols or false-gods); 


...and they caused the Lord to be wrathful (they provoked the Master to a lasting angry vengeful state of mind, like the heat of a burning-fire, not a spur-of-the-moment thing on His part, and in this context it is wrath against the bad behavior of the descendants of Israel)... 

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that they left Him (the Lord God) down (as verse 12 above)

	and they rendered-service to (performed or carried-out service as hired-servants to/for)  	Baal (which is the name used of the devil/satan when emphasizing “worship” being given to him)

	and Astarte (referring to various items or forms made and then erected or set in an upright position from the ground so as to worship them, including the idol or false-god Astaroth or Ashteroth; referring to a Canaanite false-goddess of fertility or the moon with the false-god Baal being the male partner). 




Idols

An idol is an image or something that a person places ahead of God in his/her mind and therefore he/she worships or serves that thing/idol as “god” instead of worshipping and serving the only true God. An idol may or may-not have form and substance. 

Examples of idols are: books, the people themselves, famous people, devil-spirits, icons, statues, perhaps some agricultural endeavor, the environment, the sun, moon or stars, the web or some other computer-related program, software or hardware, television, video games, eating some particular food, or whatever a person puts above or estimates to be higher in his/her mind and living than the only true God and what He says and does. 

Anything or anybody placed in higher esteem in the whole of a person’s heart and soul and mind process than God is an idol to/for that person. 

[Reference: Exodus chapters 3, 4 and 7 – 14, 20:3-5; Joshua 24:14 and 33. Also refer to the article: The devil, satan and evil (https://www.truebiblestudy.com/bible-materials).]


Verses 14 and 15:

.14And (the) Lord was caused-wrath with rage in Israel and He gave them over into (the) hands foraging, and they foraged them down, even He gave them away in (the) hands of their enemies from-around, and they were not caused-to-be-able yet to stand-against according to (the) face of their enemies; 

.15in all-things to which they used-to journey-out also (the) hand of (the) Lord used-to-be on them into bad-things, according as (the) Lord uttered-forth and according as (the) Lord swore to them, and He pressured them out vehemently. 


The Lord was caused wrath with rage (the Master was made to have a lasting angry vengeance, like the heat of a burning-fire, with intense passion, the heated-outburst from His mind, as a sudden flame from a burning fire [the Hebrew text reads: and Lord’s anger was kindled / burned]) in Israel (among, within the sphere of action of the descendants of Israel)... 

...and He gave them over (handed them over, delivered them alongside or beside another, handed them along) into the hands foraging (directed to being under the power and authority of the people who were taking provisions such as food, raiders, as animals in a foraging area, a grazing or feeding pasture)...

	and they foraged them down (with intensity),

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that the Lord God gave them away (He paid-back what was due or obligated, He implemented the consequences of their bad behavior as the appropriate trade agreed-upon by both parties, between Himself and the descendants of Israel, as detailed in the next phrases)  	in the hands (figuratively emphasizing the authority, rule, power [the Hebrew text has the singular form “hand” – as one group or body of people having one hand])

	of their enemies from-around (those who opposed and exhibited enmity and hostility against them in every direction, from all around, all sides), 



	and they were not caused to be able yet (to still have the able-power, they were not given the capability) 

	to stand against/anti (to actively withstand, resist) 

	according to the face of (in accordance with, in conformity and proportion to/with the presence, before the eyes of) their enemies; 


...in all-things (everything) to which during a past time, historically, they were repeatedly journeying out (passing out from good behavior to bad behavior)... 

	also (in addition as a consequence) 

	the hand of the Lord (the Master’s authority, rule, power) 

	was repeatedly down on them into bad-things (directed to receiving the implementation of His Word that states the consequences of the people’s performance of behavior that is against Him, contrary to His will, as explained in the following phrases [the Hebrew text has the singular form]), 
	according as the Lord uttered-forth (just as, according to how, in comparison to the way that the Master was in the state of speaking)

	and according as the Lord swore (affirmed using an oath; an oath was used to prove something as being undeniable, like a fence that fences in what is spoken, a confinement, restraint or enclosure of a promise or declaration regarding what will be done or what is true)

	to them, 




...and He pressured them out vehemently (applied pressure on them to a great extent, very much, as squeezing grapes). 

The Lord God does not say or do anything that is contrary to His will! He continues to perform actions according to His purpose, which includes what He swore to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob/Israel. Even though many times some people did not behave correctly, God worked with those who would believe and obey His Word to/for them, so that the promised Christ would redeem and save mankind from sins and their consequences, from destruction. 

The action of disobeying what God says is bad or evil behavior by mankind; it is sin, it is contrary to the only true God. The consequence of such an action against God is that the person receives the effects of that badness or evilness – from mankind’s viewpoint something bad or evil would be happening to that person, but the truth is that he/she would be receiving the righteous (just) punishment in judgment by God for disobedience against God’s Word. 

[Reference: Leviticus chapter 26; Deuteronomy chapter 28; Joshua chapters 23 and 24.]

Judges 2:16-19 provides a summary of the repeating or reoccurring cycle of events that are described in detail in Judges chapters 3 – 16. 


Verses 16-19:

.16And (the) Lord raised-up judges and (the) Lord saved them from (the) hand of the (people) foraging them; 

.17and indeed they did not obey the judges – because they utterly-fornicated behind different gods, and they worshipped them, and they leaned-out quickly from the way which their fathers journeyed to hear the words of (the) Lord, they did not do thus; 

.18even because (the) Lord raised-up judges to them, also (the) Lord used-to-be with the judge, and He saved them from (the) hand of their enemies all the days of the judge because (the) Lord was encouraged from their groaning from (the) face of the (people) fencing them and pressuring them out; 

.19and it came-to-pass as the judge used-to-die, also they turned-away, even again they throughly-corrupted over their fathers to journey behind different gods, to render-service to them, and to worship them; they did not toss-away their suitable-things and their ways, the hard (ways). 


The Lord raised-up judges (the Master caused to arise people who make the decisions, presiding judges regarding various situations or circumstances; these judges corrected the behavior of the descendants of Israel while ruling over them as their leaders)... 

	and the Lord saved them (caused them to be made safe from destruction)

	out from the hand (the authority, rule, power) 

	of the people who were foraging them (as verse 14 above); 


...and indeed they did not obey the judges (surely, emphatically, definitely the descendants of Israel did not listen attentively to those judges, and their action in response to what they heard was not to carry it out – they did not continue doing what the judges told them while they were judging but they became disobedient)... 

	because they utterly-fornicated (they wholly committed fornication; fornication physically is wrongful sexual activity/relations, but spiritually it is being intimate with the devil and the things of the devil) 	behind different gods (after gods of another kind/sort which were really idols or false-gods, as verses 2 and 12 above), 



	and they worshipped them (paid homage to them, were obeisant towards those idols or false-gods), 

	and they leaned-out quickly from (bowed out, bent outwards, left, departed, turned-aside with speed, swiftly from)

	the way which their fathers journeyed (the path/road that their forefathers, ancestors passed or traveled, the direction they went; figuratively referring to their manner of action, their method of proceeding in their behavior) 	which was to hear the words of the Lord (for the purpose of listening favorably to the Master’s words, the spoken-account containing individual words constituting what He spoke, the spoken-account of His inner thoughts, the One from Whom the sound of the voice came – to grant His request), 

	they did not do thus (the descendants of Israel did not perform, make actions in this manner); 




...emphatically to the degree and in explanation that because the Lord raised-up judges to/for them (seeing that it was the Master Who caused the judges to arise among the descendants of Israel), also during that past time the Lord was continuing to be in company and association with the judge (He was with each one of these judges, in the sense of giving each one spirit-life so as to be able to receive His words directly from Himself and then being able carry out the appropriate actions)... 

	and He saved them from the hand of their enemies (He caused them to be made safe from the power and authority being exerted by those who opposed and exhibited enmity and hostility against them)  	all the days (every part of the duration of the rulership) of the judge 



	because the Lord was encouraged from their groaning (He was exhorted, as being called or invited beside or close to them so as to help them as a result of their sigh in distress, whereby He could change His concern or approach towards them) 	from the face (presence) of the people who were fencing them (forming a fence around them, a confinement, restraint or enclosure) 

	and pressuring them out (applying pressure on them, as squeezing grapes); 




...and it came to pass (became, happened, occurred) during that past time, historically, as the judge died (lost or ended his life, became lifeless, inactive, dead), also they turned-away (changed their course away from the Lord God, they turned back/again, returned to their bad behavior as described in the following phrases)... 

	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that again (a second, another, further time, once again) 

	they throughly-corrupted over their fathers (they caused to utterly decay, corrupt throughout or thoroughly beyond, in excess of, above, superior to their forefathers, ancestors) 	to journey behind different gods, to render-service to them, and to worship them (as verses 11-13 and 17 above); 




...they did not toss-away (throw with a forceful ripping motion) their suitable-things (what they considered to be the appropriate things that they needed for the purpose of maintaining their physical lives, having enough to live on) and their ways, emphatically and specifically the hard ways (harsh paths, tough roads; figuratively referring to their manners of action, methods of proceeding in their behavior, as a leaf becoming hard/stiff having detached itself from the tree that was to be its source of water and nourishment to give and maintain life). 

[Reference: Exodus 34:10-17; Acts 13:20.]


Verses 20-23:

.20And (the) Lord was caused-wrath with rage in Israel and He said, 

“In-the-place-of which-things, as-many-things-as this nation left-down My covenant which I commanded their fathers, and they did not hear My sound – .21also indeed I will not add to lift-out an adult-male from their face from the nations which Joshua, a son of Nun, left-down in the earth






	also indeed (in addition surely, emphatically, definitely) 

	emphatically I will not add (in Greek there is a definite word for ‘I’ plus the verb meaning ‘I will add’ giving emphasis – I Myself will not cause the action of putting in addition to what I already did)

	to lift-out an adult-male from their face (to take-up and carry-out, remove a grown man out from their presence or vicinity, as verse 3 above) 

	away from the nations (groups of people, ethnic groups)  	which Joshua, who was a son of Nun (or Naue, as verse 8 above), 

	left-down in the earth (left remaining behind living in the land), 

	and he left (in the sense of letting them go from his concern and he died), 



	to make-trial-of Israel in them (for the purpose of causing the state of trying the descendants of Israel while living among the people from other nations, in the good sense of putting them to the test in order to ascertain certain information regarding Israel; the verb translated ‘make trial of’ is the same verb that can also be translated ‘tempt’ because it can be used in the good sense or in the bad sense, which in English has two different words in order to understand the meaning – here we know that it is used in the good sense because God is the One Who tested them and God does not tempt anyone to go against His Word; refer to James 1:13):




	emphatically to the degree and in explanation that 

	He did not give them over (hand them over, deliver them alongside/beside)

	in the hand of Joshua (within the sphere of action of his authority and power). 
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