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To Cynthia Moss and all the dedicated elephant
advocates of Amboseli Trust for Elephants

—T.B.

Dedicated to the Matriarchs: those strong leaders who
nurture, protect, and teach future generations how to

survive and get along in life

—H.B.
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Later, when Cynthia graduated from college,
she didn’t know that soon
she would begin her grandest adventure—

and become a scientist too!
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At sixteen, Cynthia set out on her

first solo adventure away from home.

She traveled more than four hundred miles south
to attend a school in far-off Virginia

where everyone loved horseback riding

just as much as she did.
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By the time Cynthia was twelve,

she galloped on her very own horse, Kelly,

near her home in Ossining, New York.
She and Kelly found deer and foxes
that made her love the woods in which she rode—

and all of nature—even more.
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Imagine a horse with a back so high

you can’t even see over it.

Now imagine a little girl, just seven years old,
riding atop that great, tall horse,

so high up, so far from the hard ground.
That little girl was Cynthia Jane Moss.

She was not afraid.

Cynthia Moss was not afraid of BIG things.






