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[image: ]


Mud still cakes the streets of Faith’s Landing. We’ve been cleaning and rebuilding for weeks, but traces of the flash flood are still everywhere. Piles of smashed pine planks, heavy with fungus, clutter the gutters. The shops along Freemans Avenue, where the land dips a bit, are still empty, and some haven’t even managed to replace their shattered windows.

“Such a shame,” my mamm says, as we sit around a fresh, unfinished quilt in our own new living room. Our house had been completely washed away in the flood, one of the few houses to be so afflicted, and our neighbors gathered to help us rebuild. After only a few weeks, the house is taking shape; frame and walls, windows and plumbing, floors and roof. The basics are all here.

But it’s not the same, of course. What makes a house a home is the people, and we are all grateful that the people were spared, even if the house had to be sacrificed. But there was so much else; our furniture, clothes, plates, and sundries and necessities, even keepsakes and books (though we never did keep many of them) are not only gone forever, but some of those things just cannot be replaced.

I never knew how much that old house meant to me, until we lost it, and now I feel as if an old friend has died. And I know life goes on for the living, and one should never obsess over death too much. But it still feels vaguely sad and strange to be living in this new, and disconcertingly empty, house.

My youngest sister, Martha, two-years-old, is napping. And Esther, who turned six just after the flash flood, started her first year of school the beginning of the month, so Mamm and I make the most of these quiet hours to get as much quilting done as we can. It’s one of our stronger sources of revenue, and though we don’t pursue wealth with any kind of vigor, we still have to do our part to raise the funds needed to heal Faith’s Landing and her citizens, get us all back on our feet.

“Mamm?”  She looks up, and I ask, “What’s a shame?”

“The flood, of course. That old house; your daed built me that house, built us that house.”

“And now he’s built us this one,” I say, trying to keep a cheerful tone, “along with Zach and the others.”

Mamm smiles and gazes off. “Yes, Zach. He’s quite a young man, isn’t he?”  She looks over, and we share a smile, the only answer I need to give her. Mamm looks down at her hands, as progress on the quilt marches forward. “You’ll be taking your kneeling vow in October, and, once the harvest is over, come November, we’ll have the wedding right here. That should refresh the family air in this place.”  Sadness seems to overtake her, a smile running away from her face. “‘Course, then you’ll be moving into a house of your own.”  Though we all know it’s the way of things, for kinner to grow up and step out into the world, since my brother’s death, my mamm has kept us closer to her apron strings than most. 

“You still have the girls,” I hurry to reassure her. “They’ll need your love and attention for many long years to come. And, Mamm, so will I; getting Zach and my new home together, not to mention when I have kinner of my own.”

Her smile returns, but it seems weak, tenuous. “Now that you’ve decided to stay here in Faith’s Landing, it doesn’t really matter to me which house you live in. I’m so relieved Zach decided to stay.”

‘You’re not the only one,’ I want to say, but don’t. My mamm is always to be treated with respect; that’s how we were raised and that’s how things should be, but my mamm has never been a terribly strong person. Since my brother’s death, she relies on my daed’s strength, and on mine; and on our care, too. As much as she looks after my sisters, and the house, it’s always seemed to me that she needed someone to look after her; and she always had that. In Daed.

In me.

And with Faith’s Landing holding us all together, my Mamm will have what she needs, at least as long as I have anything to say about it.

***
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My daed, Daniel Lapp, is with Zach, his brother Isaac, and their daed John, rebuilding the Public Library. The building hasn’t been destroyed, and a lot of the books have been saved, but the flooring needs to be replaced. The three men stand in a rough line, pulling up the rotting floorboards, to put them in a pile outside.

“Must be difficult for you,” Daniel says to Zach.

“Mr. Lapp?”

“To see the library torn up like this, so many books lost. I know that all means a lot to you; books and learning and the like.”

Zach takes in my daed’s disapproving tone, but shrugs it off. They’ve been through a lot, and Zach hopes he’s earned the older man’s respect. Daniel Lapp just isn’t a very easy person to know, and Zach has had to make allowances in order to get along with his soon to be father-in-law.

And one of those allowances is that Daniel Lapp has his opinions; and while he’s not closed to changing them, it’s an uphill battle, at the very least. If it hadn’t been for the flash flood, and Zach and Daniel working together to save his wife, me, and two younger sisters in the Spring, Zach doubts they’d have even managed to forge this current, albeit uneasy, alliance. 

True, Zach has shown himself



















[image: ]
















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
RUTH PRICE

BOOK 1 OF 3

THE SHADOW OF

DEATH

AMISH FAITH THROUGH FIRE SERIES






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image002.jpg
Get Email Updates From
Your Favorite Amish Romance Authors!

oy s
Radwistotahs: 01

T

[ ————





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





