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  Introduction


The Battle for the Fathers Has Begun 
This is not just a cultural crisis. This is not just a generational disconnect. This is spiritual warfare.
There is a bullseye on the back of every father. Because when you destroy the father, you fracture the family. When you silence the father, you confuse the seed. When you remove the father, you dismantle the future.
We are in a time where the identity and role of the father is being attacked from every angle. The media mocks them. The culture mislabels them. The enemy manipulates them. And the Church, God help us, has sometimes mishandled them.
But heaven is calling for discernment.
All fathers are not the same. Some have inflicted pain. Others have inherited it. Some have fled the fight. Others have been fighting to stay present, even while bleeding silently.
We are witnessing a generation of men caught between warfare and responsibility. Some are running from what they never saw modeled. Others are collapsing under the pressure of being everything to everyone, with no one ministering back to them.
Yet God has not abandoned the father. God is still calling him. Still covering him. Still claiming him as part of His redemptive plan.
The Hebrew word for father is ab, which means more than a biological parent. It speaks to source, protector, and provider. When God introduced Himself as Father, He was declaring Himself the originator of all life, the sustainer of all creation. The enemy knows that when you remove the ab, you cut off the source. You sever the connection between heaven's design and earth's destiny.
In Malachi 4:6, God declares, "And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse." The word for "turn" here is shuv, meaning to restore, to bring back, to reverse direction. God is not just talking about reconciliation. He is talking about reversal. A divine turnaround. A strategic repositioning.
The curse on the earth is not just poverty or sickness. It is disconnection. Fatherlessness. The absence of covering. The absence of legacy. The absence of spiritual transmission from one generation to the next.
This book is a prophetic cry for the fathers. It is a call to discern the difference between a man who is destructive and one who is damaged. It is a declaration that fatherhood is not just biology, it is a divine assignment. And it is an invitation to step into intercession, healing, and restoration for the men who carry more than they can ever express.
Listen to me. We cannot keep demonizing every man who stumbles under the weight of expectations he was never equipped to carry. We cannot keep condemning every father who fell because no one ever showed him how to stand. We cannot keep lumping the abusive with the absent, the manipulative with the misunderstood, the toxic with the traumatized.
God is calling us to a higher level of discernment. He is calling us to see what the natural eye cannot see and to war where religion refuses to go.
If you are a father, may this book speak to the places you've been too tired or too afraid to voice. If you are connected to a father, by blood, covenant, or burden, may this book give you language for your intercession.
We are not just healing men. We are healing legacies. We are not just praying for protection. We are prophesying destiny.
The battle for the fathers has begun. And make no mistake, this is a battle heaven intends to win.
Welcome to the fire. Let's fight for the fathers.
Apostle Dr. Delisa Rodgers






  
  Chapter one
The Strategic Targeting of Fathers


"Simon, Simon, Behold, Satan Hath Desired to Have You, That He May Sift You as Wheat." Luke 22:31 
The enemy is not attacking fathers by accident. He is attacking them with precision. This is not random warfare. This is a satanic strategy aimed at the foundation of identity, authority, and generational blessing.
From Genesis to Revelation, we see a divine pattern: when God establishes a covenant, He often does it through a man, a father. And if the enemy can distort or destroy that man, he can interrupt the legacy and corrupt the seed.
Listen to what Jesus said to Peter. He called him by his old name, "Simon, Simon." Not Peter the rock. Not Peter the apostle. Simon. The name that represented his past, his weakness, his humanity. And Jesus warned him, "Satan has desired to have you."
The word "desired" in the Greek is exaiteomai, which means to demand, to ask with intensity, to claim as one's own. Satan didn't casually want Peter. He demanded him. He requested permission to test him, to break him, to sift him like wheat until nothing but chaff remained.
And here's what you need to understand: Satan is still making those demands. He is still asking for access to fathers. He wants to sift them. To separate them from their purpose. To shake them until their identity falls away and only their brokenness remains.

Why the Father?
Because the father is more than a paycheck. More than a disciplinarian. More than a last name on a birth certificate.
The father is a doorway. He is a gatekeeper. He is a spiritual covering that heaven designed to release identity, blessing, and instruction into the earth.
In Hebrew, the word for blessing is barak, which means to kneel, to invoke divine favor, to transfer power from one generation to the next. The father is the carrier of that blessing. When Isaac blessed Jacob, he transferred not just words but destiny. When Jacob blessed his sons, he prophesied over their futures and established tribal identity that would last for millennia.
When Satan wanted to corrupt a generation, he didn't start with the children. He started with the fathers. He knows that if you poison the well, the water won't flow pure. He knows that when the head is wounded, the body becomes confused. So he sends trauma, temptation, and torment to keep men bound to silence, shame, or sin.
We are watching this spiritual tactic unfold:
	Mass incarceration of Black and Brown fathers

	Fatherlessness becoming normalized instead of addressed

	Emotional numbness praised as masculinity

	Prophetic men misidentified and spiritually underfed



This is not just policy. This is principality.
"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." (Ephesians 6:12)
The word for "wrestle" here is pale, which describes hand-to-hand combat. This is not warfare from a distance. This is close-quarters battle. Personal. Brutal. Relentless.
Fathers Under Psychological Siege
Men are being crushed under the weight of silent expectations:
	Be strong, but never show pain.

	Provide, but never break down.

	Lead, but never question your own direction.

	Show up, even when no one poured into you.



This is not strength. This is suppression. This is not masculinity. This is martyrdom without healing.
The enemy wants fathers exhausted, misunderstood, addicted, angry, absent, or emotionally unreachable. Because when a man can no longer function in his identity, he cannot walk in his authority.
And the most dangerous man on earth is not the violent man. It is the vacant one.
A father who is present in body but absent in spirit leaves a door open in the spirit realm. That door welcomes confusion, abandonment, identity struggles, and spiritual instability in the home. The enemy counts on it. That's why the attack is relentless.
The Hebrew word shamar means to guard, to watch over, to protect. It's the same word used when God placed Adam in the Garden to keep it, to guard it from intrusion. Every father is called to be a shamar, a watchman over his household. But how can a man guard what he's never been taught to protect? How can he watch over a family when no one ever watched over him?
The Spirit of Herod Is Still Alive
In Matthew 2, when Jesus was born, King Herod issued a decree to kill all the male children under two years old. Why? Because he knew a king had been born. But he didn't know which one.
So what did he do? He attacked the entire generation of boys.
The spirit of Herod is still active today:
	Attack the boys.

	Remove the fathers.

	Destroy the line of kings before they ever rise.



Herod's name means "heroic" or "hero-like," but his actions revealed the opposite. He was driven by insecurity, paranoia, and a demonic assignment to prevent destiny from manifesting. And that same spirit operates today, targeting young Black and Brown boys, fatherless sons, and men who carry royal seed but have been convinced they are worthless.
But what did Joseph do when he heard the warning? He moved. He protected. He positioned Jesus for safety and purpose. Even though Joseph wasn't biologically the father, he stepped into a fathering assignment that preserved the destiny of the Savior.
Joseph was a tzaddik, a righteous man. The Hebrew word tzaddik means one who is just, faithful, and aligned with God's purposes. He didn't have to be perfect. He just had to be obedient. He didn't have to have all the answers. He just had to respond when heaven spoke.
And that's what we need today. Men who will move prophetically, who will respond to spiritual warnings, and who will protect the seed at all costs.
Prophetic Charge
This is not the time to attack the father. This is the time to fight for him. To cover him. To call him out of the pit. To stop mocking his absence and start praying for his re-entry.
The enemy has launched a campaign of confusion, chaos, and compromise to disarm fathers from walking in divine strength. But God is issuing a counterattack, a prophetic summons to every wounded, weary, and wandering man:
"Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." (Ephesians 5:14)
The word "awake" is egeiro in Greek, meaning to rouse from sleep, to raise up, to restore to life. God is not just nudging fathers. He is shaking them awake. He is calling them out of slumber, out of defeat, out of the grave of their past mistakes.
And when they arise, Christ will give them light. Not condemnation. Not shame. Light. The Greek word epiphauo means to shine upon, to illuminate, to reveal truth. God is not abandoning wounded fathers in their darkness. He is bringing revelation, clarity, and the light of His presence to guide them forward.
The battle for the fathers has begun. But heaven is not leaving them to fight alone.
Pray and Meditate:
	Where have I seen the evidence of this warfare in my family or community?

	Have I judged a father without understanding the warfare he faced?

	How can I intercede for the restoration of fathers in this season?










  
  Chapter two
The Warfare of the Fathers


Father's Day Can Be Triggering or Traumatic for Many People 
Each of us has our own unique experiences with fathers. Some have had good fathers who were present and served as positive models of fatherhood, while others may have never met their fathers, either because they passed away before birth or simply weren't present. Some have had abusive fathers, making this day particularly heavy and difficult to navigate.
We need to speak prophetically and apostolically about the warfare of the fathers.
The Biblical Reality of Imperfect Fathers
If you know anything about the fathers in the Word of God, you know that they were far from perfect. Every single one of them had significant issues and made substantial mistakes.
Let's examine Abraham, whom the Lord specifically called to be the father of many nations. God clearly told Abraham that he would be the ab of many nations. The Hebrew word ab (אָב) means father, but it also carries the meaning of source, protector, and originator. God was declaring that Abraham would be the source from which countless generations would flow.
But before Abraham could properly father the nations, he made a critical mistake.
Before Isaac was born, there was Ishmael. God never told Abraham to father this child, but Abraham went ahead and had a relationship with Hagar that produced a son God never intended to be born through that union. Abraham acted outside of God's timing and plan, and the consequences of that decision continue to this day.
Many of the conflicts and tensions we see
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