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Book 1-The Prague Deception

Some Masterpieces Hide Beauty

Others Hide the Truth 

The rain began just before midnight. It wasn’t the kind that came down in torrents, drowning everything beneath it; it was worse — soft, persistent, and patient, the sort of rain that carried secrets through ancient streets and left echoes on polished stone. Beneath the amber glow of streetlamps, Prague shimmered like a mirage, her beauty half-obscured by mist and memory.  

Special Agent Daniel Mercer had chased arms dealers through the Balkan shadows, dismantled terror networks across the Mediterranean, and lost partners on nameless streets that still haunted his sleep. Yet something about Prague unsettled him more than any war zone ever had. Perhaps it was the deceptive calm of the city — centuries-old façades concealing scars of regimes, betrayals, and quiet revenge. Or perhaps it was what he didn’t know about this mission. The briefing had come sealed, embossed with a small mark that meant one thing inside the Agency: eyes only.  

The case was simple — at least on paper. A seventeenth-century Madonna and Child attributed to Caravaggio had vanished from the Uffizi Museum during transport to a private exhibit. The heist was as elegant as it was impossible. No alarms triggered. No guards incapacitated. No traces, no witnesses. Only an empty crate, and a single Latin phrase painted inside in fresh oil pigment: Lux abscondita est in umbra vestra — The hidden light lies in your shadow.

Interpol believed it was the work of an art theft syndicate known as The Enclave, specialists who supplied the ultra-rich with unlisted masterpieces. But the Director’s voice had carried a different tension when he briefed Mercer:  

“This isn’t about art. It’s about what’s inside the art.”  

Those words echoed now as Mercer watched the Vltava River coil through the city beneath him, moody and endless. Somewhere across that black water, someone held the painting — and with it, a secret that had driven governments into silence.  

The dossier had hinted at connections between the heist and archived Cold War assets — coded intelligence hidden inside pigments used by Renaissance masters, invisible to the naked eye but recoverable under specific wavelengths. If true, the implications were staggering. A stolen painting could be more deadly than a stolen weapon — a carrier of information once meant to be buried forever.

But the longer Mercer investigated, the more he felt the strings around him tighten. A name redacted here. A false lead there. Too many coincidences for comfort. And always, the same unsettling question whispering in his mind — am I chasing a thief, or am I being led?

Tomorrow, he would meet his first contact — an art broker named Lenka Valešová, known in black-market circles as The Broker of Illusions. She dealt in everything authentic and everything fake, and Mercer couldn’t decide which disturbed him more.  

The mission brief had ended with a single directive:  

Recover the painting. Do not trust anyone — especially those inside the agency.

Standing under the drizzle, Mercer adjusted the collar of his coat, staring at the shimmering reflection of Prague Castle in the river. Somewhere behind those illuminated towers, his target moved, danced, deceived. 

In the end, this wasn’t about Caravaggio. Not anymore. 

This was about forgery — of art, of history, of identity. 

And as Daniel Mercer would soon learn, even the brightest light casts a deadly shadow. 

Welcome to The Prague Deception.
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