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by Neal Layton
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That’s right. Quick question: do you ever think 

about what things are made of? 

Because some things are made of paper, like this book. Some things are made of wood. 

Or metal. Or glass.

Hello you!

Who, me?

plasticpen

plastic shakers

plasticbags

plastic lampshade

plastic plant pot

plastic wheels

food wrapped in plastic

plastic bag
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But some things, in fact lots of things, 

are made of something called PLASTIC.

microfibre cloth

plastictub

plastic bottle

plasticlid

plasticlabel

plastic packet

plastic milk carton

plastic squeezy bottle

plastic handle

plastic buttons

plastic toy

nylon lead

plasticclock

plasticlid

plasticbasket
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Isn’t plastic It comes in lots of different shapes, sizes and colours. 

FANTASTIC!

 

Sometimes  

it’s bendy, 

sometimes  

it’s hard. 

Sometimes  

it’s big, 

and sometimes   really tiny

it’s really

. 

If you look around you, plastic is 

EVERYWHERE

.

But where does all this 

plastic come from?

Hint: It doesn’t grow 

on trees. 
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That’s right, it’s made. 

In factories. 
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You see, 150 years ago there wasn’t any plastic. 

Only materials like wood, metal, paper and stone.

And then one day, super-chemist Mr Baekeland 

made an incredible discovery ...

Bakelitetelephone

Bakeliteswitch

anotherBakelitetelephone

Bakelite necklace

Bakelitevase
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plasticboots

nylonﬂares

nylonstockings

plastic glasses

plastic food box

unbreakable plasticplate

nylon 

loungesuit

plastic space suit

plastic nails

plastic chair

plastic drinkbottle

plasticstraw

nylon ﬂag

plasticcomputer

plastic-coatedcup

plastic carrier bag

plastic ﬂip-ﬂops

mostlyplasticplane

plastictrainers

Lycrasportswear

They started making lots of it. And using it for just about everything they could. 

“Plastic is FANTASTIC!” they all said.

CRAZY!
 


Groovy! 
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But there was a problem. 

If you look around, you won’t just see plastic  

where it’s meant to be.

You’ll also see it where it’s NOT meant to be.Because one of the most amazing things about 

plastic is that it doesn’t 

Oof, that’s a big word. What does it mean?

bi
od
eg
ra
de


like natural things. 

plastic bottle
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