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  Just an ordinary soldier, among many, who represents
All his fellow warriors just as John Wayne,
An ordinary actor, has come to represent all America’s men
Of valor, always ready to “saddle up” for freedom.


  John Wayne was bigger than life. In an age of few heroes, he was the genuine article. But he was more than a hero. He was a symbol of so many of the qualities that made America great. The ruggedness, the tough independence, the sense of personal courage—on and off screen—reflected the best of our national character.
—President Jimmy Carter, 1979
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  INTRODUCTION


  Tomorrow is the most important thing in life. It comes to us at midnight very clean. It’s perfect when it arrives, and it puts itself in our hands and hopes we’ve learned something from yesterday.
—John Wayne


  YOU WON’T FIND John Wayne’s words in the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, but maybe that’s not unfair—he did change the English language for the worse perhaps, with the introduction of such slang phrases as “doing a John Wayne” and “who do you think you are, John Wayne?” His critics always said he was too simple and too blunt, he saw things in black and white, and he was “just another” stubborn conservative full of hot air, like Ronald Reagan: Leave the running of the world to those sophisticated liberals was the idea. And then the Wall fell.


  So, you may fairly ask, “Why another book on John Wayne? He’s been dead over a quarter of a century. What’s left to be said?” Sure, if you do a Google search on “John Wayne,” you are presented with a couple of million items relating to the Duke. The answer is that this book speaks in Wayne’s own voice and that, for the first time, his words are put together in a readable, memorable format that reveals, along with his grit, a quick and wicked sense of humor. It also becomes clear that the only roles he chose were those that had lines consistent with his beliefs; he never wanted to be ashamed of what he did or said on or off the screen.


  He always resisted the pleas to write an autobiography, responding that “Those who like me already know me, and those who don’t like me wouldn’t want to read about me anyway.” He was wrong, of course. We are all, liberal and conservative alike, still fascinated by his reel- and real-life personas, and yet so few members of our current generation realize the effect that the power of his personal example along with his words and ideas has had upon our image as a nation.


  What makes his character and words inspire us, despite their personal flaws, and still have resonance with us is that in his on-screen presentation and demeanor, he always tried to exemplify American ideals in the best sense of the word. We want to listen to this man, this totally honest, credible American even when we disagree, even when he’s not acting, because we believe in him as an American—as an Icon with a capital I along with Mom and Apple Pie.


  Amazingly, the cowboy ideal he personified is also alive and thriving in a new millennium: Basic tenets such as being true to your word and the understanding that character really does matter are still being championed as American ideals. That rugged independence and stoic nature of the legendary “outsider” cowboy is still being portrayed on the screen; we see the continuing struggle of men striving to be true to themselves and redeeming themselves when they do fail.


  One cannot help but wonder in the aftermath of the tragedy of September 11, 2001, if Wayne’s many heroic roles influenced our leaders on that horrific day and gave them the necessary strength. John Wayne wasn’t there to lead or console us. Or was he? He certainly had shown us how to be Americans, how heroes behaved, and how to handle adversity. New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani was John Wayne, perhaps, on that day, as was our President George W. Bush and all the firefighters, police officers, Flight 93 passengers, and other countless heroes who will inspire future generations.


  For once, I like to think, John Wayne, the Duke, was watching the action and was proud to be an American all over again.


  Carol Lea Mueller
Santa Cruz, California
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  GOD AND COUNTRY


  There is no one who more exemplifies the devotion to our country, its goodness, its industry, and its strength than John Wayne.
—President Ronald Reagan


  John Wayne is loved the world over as a man who represents independence, the love of freedom, and the hearty strength of character which made our country great. For audiences at home, John Wayne, through his films, remains an authentic folk hero. In this era of shifting moral values and cynicism, he has made a contribution of inestimable value to American culture and is deserving of this tribute [a Congressional Gold Medal] from the American people.
—Gregory Peck


  No man’s lifetime of work has better expressed the land of the free and the home of the brave. No man’s lifetime of work has given proof to the world that our flag is still there. John Wayne is in truth a star-spangled man who so proudly we hail.
—Frank Sinatra


  THERE WAS NEVER ANY DOUBT that John Wayne was a patriot. He expressed that spirit in words and in his life and in the roles he chose to play; he was also a man of faith. The following are all off-screen quotations from the Duke:
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  “Sure, I wave the American flag. Do you know a better one?”
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  “We’ve made mistakes along the way, but that’s no reason to start tearing up the best flag God ever gave to any country.”
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  “I am an old-fashioned, honest-to-goodness, flag-waving patriot.”
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  “It’s kind of a sad thing when a normal love of country makes you a ‘super patriot.’”
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  “Give the American people a good cause and there’s nothing they can’t lick.”
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  “I think government is a necessary evil, like say, motion picture agents.”
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  “If everything isn’t black and white, I say, ‘Why the hell not?’”
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  “Screw ambiguity. Perversion and corruption masquerade as ambiguity. I don’t like ambiguity. I don’t trust ambiguity.”
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  “America is the land of freedom and that’s the way I enjoy living.”
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  “Our country thrives on change . . . no guns or bombs or Army coups . . . just the biggest and best weapon of all, our right to vote. X’s on paper. The ballot box, a good thing.”
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  “You’ve got the strongest hand in the world. That’s right. Your hand. The hand that marks the ballot. The hand that pulls the voting lever. Use it, will you.”
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  “Very few of the so-called liberals are open-minded . . . they shout you down and won’t let you speak if you disagree with them.”
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  “Sure, I love my country with all her faults. I’m not ashamed of that, never have been and never will be. I was proud when President Nixon ordered the mining of Haiphong Harbor, which we should have done long before, because I think we were helping a brave little country defend herself against Communist invasion. That’s what I tried to show in The Green Berets and I took plenty of abuse from the critics.”
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