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In memory of my mother
Dorothy Ethel Carter
1912-1965

I am moved by fancies that are curled
Around these images, and cling:
The notion of some infinitely gentle
Infinitely suffering thing . . .

—T.S. Eliot
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Aesop’s Fables or Aesopica refers to a collection of fables attributed to Aesop (620-560 BC), a story-teller who lived in ancient Greece. Aesop’s Fables have become a blanket term for collections of brief fables, usually involving personified animals. The fables remain a popular choice for moral education of children today. Many stories included in Aesop’s Fables, such as The Fox and the Grapes (from which the idiom “sour grapes” was derived), The Tortoise and the Hare, The North Wind and the Sun, and The Boy Who Cried Wolf, are well-known throughout the world.

— from Wikipedia.org

Aesop, known only for the genre of fables ascribed to him, was by tradition a slave who was a contemporary of Croesus and Pesistratus in the mid-sixth century BC in ancient Greece. The various collections under the rubric “Aesop’s Fables” are still taught as moral lessons and used as subjects for various entertainments, especially children’s plays and cartoons. Aesop’s Fables includes a compilation of tales from various sources, many of which originated with authors who lived long before Aesop. Socrates was thought to have spent his time turning Aesop’s fables into verse while he was in prison. Demetrius Phalereus, another Greek philosopher, made the first collection of these fables around 300 BC. This was later translated into Latin by Phaedrus, a slave himself, around 25 BC. The fables from these two collections were soon brought together and eventually translated into Greek by Babrius around 230 AD. Many additional fables were included, and the collection was in turn translated into Arabic and Hebrew, further enriched by additional fables from these cultures.

— from Wikipedia.org


The ass and the magic potion

An ass, weary of turning a millstone around and around, pretended to have an attack of epilepsy in order to get some rest. Its owner summoned an apothecary, who said,

“I have a magic potion that you can administer to your ass. He’ll be up and around in no time!”

But when the owner administered the potion, it didn’t agree with the ass, and the poor creature died!

Even an ass should know that epilepsy is a disease, not a cure.


The farmer, the Cyclops, and the gold

In the land of the Cyclops, where Odysseus and his crew once visited, there was a prosperous farmer who lived with his wife and sons amid rich fields of wheat and barley. In time, however, the farmer’s fortunes changed, the rains did not come, and he fell into despair. Deciding to kill himself, he took his sword into the fields, whereupon he happened upon a cache of gold left behind by a passing Cyclops. He threw down the sword, stuffed the gold in his pockets, and went home full of joy.

Soon thereafter the Cyclops returned for his gold. Seeing that it was missing, he fell into despair, picked up the sword left by the farmer, plunged it into his breast, and fell dead!

If you don’t keep an eye on your money, you deserve what befalls you.


Zeus and the potsherds

Zeus decided to write down the sins of individual men on potsherds [broken pieces of pottery] and directed Hermes to put them in a box. Then, before sorting through them at random to determine punishment, he asked the other gods to bid on which sins would be the most and the least offensive.

There’s a bid for every potsherd.


The partridge and the cocks

A man caught a partridge and brought it home. When he put it in the same pen with his cocks, they pecked and tormented her, until she despaired at being treated as an inferior member of a different race.

Then she noticed that the cocks also pecked and tormented one another.

She said to herself,

“What a relief! These inferior cocks have no mercy on each other either!”

1. Prejudice is a double-edged sword held by the blade.

2. You can have your cake of political correctness and eat it too.


The pregnant woman and the bed

A woman who was about to give birth lay on the ground moaning and groaning. Her husband offered to put her in bed, but she said, “My dear, it hardly makes sense that my suffering should end in the very place where it was conceived!”

Just because you make your bed doesn’t mean you have to lie in it.
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