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                  AGM/S

                  
               
               
               	
                  Arbeitsgruppe des Ministers/Sondereinheiten

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Acción Nacional Espanola

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANP

                  
               
               
               	
                  American Nazi Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ANSESAL

                  
               
               
               	
                  Agencia Nacional de Seguridad Salvadorena

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AQ

                  
               
               
               	
                  al-Qaida

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ARM

                  
               
               
               	
                  Animal Rights Militia

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ASIO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Australian Security Intelligence Organisation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ATE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Anti-Terrismo ETA

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ATF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AVH

                  
               
               
               	
                  Államvédélmi Hatóság (Hungary)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AVO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Államrendőrség Államvédelmi Osztálya (Hungary) 

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  AVSECOM 

                  
               
               
               	
                   Aviation Security Command 

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BAOR

                  
               
               
               	
                  British Army of the Rhine

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BCRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bureau Centrale de Renseignemeents et d’Action

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Batalión Vascol Eapanol

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BfV

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bundesamt fürr Verfassungsschutz

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BND

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bundesnachrichtendienst (Federal Germany)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  BPP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Black Panther Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CESID

                  
               
               
               	
                  Spanish intelligence service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CIA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Central Intelligence Agency

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CICI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Combined Intelligence Centre Iraq

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Combined Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CNI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Centro Nacional de Información

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  COS

                  
               
               
               	
                  chief of station

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPSU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Communist Party of the Soviet Union

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  CPUSA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Communist Party of the United States of America

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DCI

                  
               
               
               	
                  director of central intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DDI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Deputy Directorate of Intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DDO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Deputy Directorate of Operations

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DDP

                  
               
               
               	
                  deputy director for plans

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DGI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direccion General de Inteligencia (Cuba)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DGSE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direction-Generale de la Securite Exterieure

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Directorate of Intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Delhi Intelligence Bureau

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direcţia Informaţii Extierne

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIGOS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Divisione Investigazioni Generali e Operazioni Speciali (Italy)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DINA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Dirección de Inteligencia Nacional (Chile)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Defence Intelligence Staff

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Directorate of Operations

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Darzhavna Sigurnost

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  DST

                  
               
               
               	
                  Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EAM

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Liberation Front

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ELAS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Greek People’s Liberation Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EO

                  
               
               
               	
                  executive order

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  EOKA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ethniki Organosis Kyprion Agoniston (Crete)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ETA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (Basque separatists)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FBI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Federal Bureau of Investigation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FIA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Federal Investigation Agency (Pakistan)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FLN

                  
               
               
               	
                  Front de Libération Nationale

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FNU

                  
               
               
               	
                  first name unknown

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  FSB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Federal Security Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  G-2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Lebanese military intelligence service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GAL

                  
               
               
               	
                  Grupos Antiterroristas de Liberacion

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GDR

                  
               
               
               	
                  German Democratic Republic

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GIGN

                  
               
               
               	
                  Groupe d’Intervention de la Gendarmerie Nationale

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  GRU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Soviet Chief Intelligence Office

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ICEX

                  
               
               
               	
                  Intelligence Collection and Exploitation Concept

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IIIC

                  
               
               
               	
                  International Independent Investigation Commission

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Iraqi Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IMRO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  INLA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish National Liberation Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  INR

                  
               
               
               	
                  State Department Bureau of Intelligence and Research

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IPLO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish People’s Liberation Organisation

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish Republican Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRGC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  IRSP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Irish Republican Socialist Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  ISI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Inter-Services Intelligence (Pakistan)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JCAG

                  
               
               
               	
                  Justice Commandos of the Armenian Genocide

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JDL

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jewish Defense League

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JIC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Joint Intelligence Committee

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JSO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jaraminayah Security Organization (Libya)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  JSO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Jedinica za Specijalne Operacije (Serbia)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KCIA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Korean Central Intelligence Agency

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KGB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Soviet Committee for State Security

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  KPD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Kommuniste Partei Deuschland

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LARF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Lebanese Armed Revolutionary Faction

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LNU

                  
               
               
               	
                  last name unknown

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LSP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Puerto Rican Socialist League

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  LTTE 

                  
               
               
               	
                  Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MCP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Malaya Communist Party

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MFS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ministry of State Security (East Germany)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MGB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ministry of State Security (Soviet Union)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MI5

                  
               
               
               	
                  British Security Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  MPIPR

                  
               
               
               	
                  Puerto Rican Independence Movement

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  N17

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 17

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NIE

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Intelligence Estimate

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NKVD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Soviet Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NSA

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Security Agency

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  NTS

                  
               
               
               	
                  National Labor Alliance

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OAS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Organisation Armée Secrete

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ossewa Brandweg

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OGPU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Obyeddinenoye Gosudarstvennoye Politischekoye Upravlenie

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OIRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Official Irish Republican Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OSS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Office of Strategic Services

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  OUN

                  
               
               
               	
                  Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PFLP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PIRA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Provisional Irish Republican Army

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PLO

                  
               
               
               	
                  Palestine Liberation Organization

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  POUM

                  
               
               
               	
                  Partido Obrero de Unificación Marxista

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PRU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Provincial Reconnaissance Units

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  PWE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Political Warfare Executive

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RAF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Red Army Faction

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RAW

                  
               
               
               	
                  Research and Analysis Wing

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RCMP

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Canadian Mounted Police

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RFE

               
               
               	
                  Radio Free Europe

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RIC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Irish Constabulary

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RUC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Ulster Constabulary

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  RUCSB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Royal Ulster Constabulary Special Branch

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SBU

                  
               
               
               	
                  Sluzba Bezoeky Ukrayiny (Ukraine)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Second Chief Directorate

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SCI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Special Counter-Intelligence unit

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Sicherheitsdienst

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SDECE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Service de Documentation Exterieure et de Contre-Espionage (France)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIDE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Secretaria Inteligencia del Estado

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIME

                  
               
               
               	
                  Security Intelligence Middle East

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SIS

                  
               
               
               	
                  Secret Intelligence Service

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SOE

                  
               
               
               	
                  Special Operations Executive

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  SVR

                  
               
               
               	
                  Foreign Intelligence Service (Soviet Union)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  TSD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Technical Services Division

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAE

                  
               
               
               	
                  United Arab Emirates

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UAR

                  
               
               
               	
                  United Arab Republic

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UB

                  
               
               
               	
                  Urzad Bezpieczenstwa (Poland)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UDA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ulster Defence Association

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UDBA

                  
               
               
               	
                  Yugoslav State Security Administration

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UNSCOM

                  
               
               
               	
                  United Nations Special Commission

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  USG

                  
               
               
               	
                  United States government

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  UVF

                  
               
               
               	
                  Ulster Volunteer Force

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VC

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vietcong

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VCI

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vietcong Infrastructure

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VEVEK

                  
               
               
               	
                  Iranian Ministry of Intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VNV

                  
               
               
               	
                  Vlaams Nationaal Verbond 

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  VSD

                  
               
               
               	
                  Valstybes Saugumo Departamentas (Lithuania)

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  WMD

                  
               
               
               	
                  weapons of mass destruction

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  X-2

                  
               
               
               	
                  Office of Strategic Services counter-intelligence

                  
               
               
            

            
         
         
      

      

      
      
   
      Chronology

      
      
      1900 King Umberto I of Italy is shot by an anarchist in Monza.
      

      
      1901 President William McKinley is shot dead in Buffalo, New York, by an anarchist.
      

      
      1902 Russia’s Minister of the Interior Dmitri Sipyagin is shot in the Marlinsky Palace
         in St. Petersburg.
      

      
      1903 King Alexander I and Queen Draga of Serbia are killed in their palace in Smederevo
         by a group of army officers.
      

      
      1904 Russia’s Minister of the Interior Vyacheslav von Plehve is killed by a bomb in St.
         Petersburg.
      

      
      1905 Governor of Ohio Frank Steunenberg is killed by a bomb.
      

      
      1906 King Alfonso XIII of Spain escapes a bomb in Madrid.
      

      
      1907 Bulgaria’s prime minister, Dimitar Petkov, is shot dead in Sofia.
      

      
      1908 King Carlos I of Portugal is shot dead in Lisbon.
      

      
      1909 Sir Curzon Wyllie is killed by a Hindu nationalist in South Kensington; Japanese
         statesman Prince Ito Hirobumi is shot dead in Harbin; British magistrate Arthur Jackson
         is assassinated while at the theatre in Nasik.
      

      
      1910 Egyptian prime minister Boutros Pasha is shot dead outside the Foreign Office in
         Cairo; an anarchist plot to assassinate Emperor Meiji of Japan is uncovered.
      

      
      1911 Russian prime minister Pyotr Stolypin is shot during a visit to the opera in Kiev.
      

      
      1912 Presidential candidate Teddy Roosevelt survives being shot by a lunatic.
      

      
      1913 King George I of Greece is shot in Thessaloniki.
      

      
      1914 Gavril Princip assassinates Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo.
      

      
      1915 A lone gunman fails to hit the sultan of Egypt, Hussein Kamel.
      

      
      1916 Lord Kitchener dies when HMS Hampshire is sunk by a mine; Grigori Rasputin is murdered in St. Petersburg.
      

      
      1917 Rumors circulate in St. Petersburg of a German plot to assassinate Alexander Kerensky;
         Lenin discovers the Lockhart Plot.
      

      
      1918 The German ambassador, Wilhelm von Mirbach, is assassinated in Moscow; Moiser Uritsky
         is shot dead in Petrograd; Fanny Kaplan tries to kill Lenin in Moscow; Tsar Nicholas
         II and his family are murdered in Yekaterinburg.
      

      
      1919 The amir of Afghanistan, Habibullah Khan, is shot dead; Emiliano Zapata is killed
         in an ambush in Chinameco, Mexico.
      

      
      1920 Eight British intelligence officers are shot dead by IRA gunmen in Dublin.
      

      
      1921   Talaat Pasha is assassinated in Berlin.
      

      
      1922 Field Marshal Sir Henry Wilson is shot dead by IRA gunmen in London; Michael Collins
         is killed in an ambush in County Cork.
      

      
      1923 Pancho Villa is shot dead on a road outside Parral, Mexico; Aleksandr Stamboluyishi
         is abducted and murdered in a coup d’état in Bulgaria; Vatslav Vorovsky is killed
         in a Lausanne restaurant.
      

      
      1924 Ernest Day is shot dead in Calcutta by Gopinth Saha in a case of mistaken identity;
         Italian politician Giancomo Matteotti is abducted and killed in Rome; General Sir
         Lee Stack is shot dead in Cairo.
      

      
      1925 Communists bomb the St. Nedelya cathedral in Sofia during a state funeral.
      

      
      1926 The Ukrainian nationalist Simon Petliura is shot dead in Paris; unsuccessful attempts
         on the life of Benito Mussolini are made by Violet Gibson outside the Capitol in Rome,
         then by Gino Lucetti, also in Rome, and later by Anteo Zamboli in Bologna.
      

      
      1927 Kevin O’Higgins is shot dead in Dublin; Piotr Voykov is shot dead in Warsaw.
      

      
      1928 Five Croatian MPs are shot dead in Belgrade’s parliament; Zhang Zuolin is killed
         when his railway carriage is blown up by Japanese agents.
      

      
      1929 Italy’s Crown Prince Umberto escapes assassination in Brussels; Jacob Blumkine is
         shot in Moscow.
      

      
      1930 Calcutta’s police commissioner, Charles Tegart, shoots dead an assassin; General
         Alexander Kutepov is abducted in Paris.
      

      
      1931 Japanese prime minister Hamaguchi Osachi dies following an attempt on his life; Georg
         Semmelmann is shot dead in Vienna; Erich Mielke shoots Paul Anlauf and Franz Lenck
         in Berlin.
      

      
      1932 Japanese prime minister Inukai Truyoshi is assassinated by a group of junior naval
         officers; Hans Widdenger is shot dead in his Hamburg apartment.
      

      
      1933 President Franklin D. Roosevelt escapes an assassination attempt in Miami.
      

      
      1934 Louis Barthou and King Alexander I of Yugoslavia are shot dead in Marseilles; Andrés
         Nin is abducted and murdered in Spain; the Abwehr chief Ferdinand von Bredow is killed
         in Berlin during the “Night of the Long Knives.”
      

      
      1935 Senator Huey Long is shot dead in the Louisiana State Capitol, Baton Rouge.
      

      
      1936 German diplomat Ernst von Rath is assassinated in Paris. An Irishman attempts to
         shoot Edward VIII in Constitution Hill.
      

      
      1937 Dmitri Navachine is murdered in Paris; General Eugene Miller is abducted in Paris;
         Ignace Reiss is shot dead in Lausanne; Juliet Poyntz disappears in New York; Georges
         Agabekov is killed in France.
      

      
      1938 Leon Sedov dies in a Paris clinic; Rudolf Klement found dead in the Seine; Ukrainian
         nationalist Konovalets is killed in Rotterdam by a bomb concealed in a box of chocolates.
      

      
      1939 Adolf Hitler survives a bomb in a Munich bierkeller.
      

      
      1940 The Countess de Portes lunges at Winston Churchill while carrying a knife; Leon Trotsky
         is murdered by Ramon Mercader in Mexico.
      

      
      1941 Walter Krivitsky is found dead in his Washington hotel room; a battalion of Polish
         commandos attempt to abduct and kill the deputy Fuhrer Rudolf Hess; an SOE agent,
         Bradley Davis, is poisoned in Marseilles; Jan Valtin publishes Out of the Night; Robey Leibbrandt is arrested in a plot codenamed WEISSDORN to shoot Field Marshal
         Jan Smuts.
      

      
      1942 Franz von Papen survives an assassination attempt in Istanbul; a Baltimore security
         guard is prevented from attacking Winston Churchill; Admiral Jean Darlan is shot dead
         in Algiers; SOE plans to kill Leopold Werz with a car bomb in Lourenco Marques.
      

      
      1943 Reinhard Heydrich is killed in Prague by SOE-trained assassins; Wladyslaw Sikorsky
         is killed in an air crash at Gibraltar; LONG JUMP, a German plan to assassinate Winston
         Churchill, Josef Stalin, and President Roosevelt in Tehran, is abandoned; Wilhelm
         Kube is assassinated in Minsk.
      

      
      1944 Kaj Munk is killed by Leo Köhler in Denmark; SOE targets Nazi collaborators in Belgium
         during RAT WEEK; Adolf Hitler survives a bomb at his Wolfsschanze headquarters; SOE
         plans Operation FOXLEY to kill the Nazi leadership on a train in Germany; Lord Moyne
         is shot dead in Cairo by the Stern gang; the Abwehr plan to assassinate a former employee
         codenamed JIGGER; an attempt to kill Winston Churchill in Athens is foiled.
      

      
      1945 Ludwig Nebel reports to Adolf Hitler on a plot to assassinate Charles de Gaulle;
         the Burgermeister of Aachen, Franz Oppenhoff, is murdered by an SD assassination team.
      

      
      1946 Smersh is disbanded.
      

      
      1947 Aung San and seven ministers are shot dead in Rangoon; Superintendent Albert Conquest
         is shot dead in a Haifa street.
      

      
      1948 Mahatma Gandhi is shot dead in New Delhi; Jan Mararyk is killed in a fall from a
         window in Prague; Count Folke Bernadotte is assassinated in Jerusalem; Rex Farran
         is killed by a letter bomb meant for his brother Roy.
      

      
      1949 The shah of Iran is wounded during an assassination attempt.
      

      
      1950 Two Puerto Rican nationalists attempt to kill President Harry S. Truman at Blair
         House in Washington, D.C.
      

      
      1951 King Abdullah of Jordan is shot dead in Jerusalem; the British high commissioner,
         Sir Henry Gurney, is killed in an ambush in Malaya; Pakistan’s prime minister, Liaqat
         Ali Khan, is killed by a lone gunman.
      

      
      1952 Kenyan Chief Waruhiu is shot dead by Mau Mau assassins.
      

      
      1953 The sultan of Morocco escapes an attempt on his life; GRU defector Ismael Akhmedov
         gives evidence to Congress on Soviet assassinations as “Ismael Ege”; Stalin accuses
         a group of Jewish Moscow doctors of planning an assassination.
      

      
      1954 Eight shots are fired at President Nasser in Alexandria by Mahmoud Abd al-Latif;
         the CIA plan PB/SUCCESS, the removal of President Arbenz of Guatemala.
      

      
      1955 Lisa Stein survives a box of chocolates laced with scopolamine; Chinese premier Zhou
         Enlai escapes a bomb placed on an Air India flight from Hong Kong to the Bandung Conference
         in Jakarta.
      

      
      1956 President Anastasio Somoza of Nicaragua is shot dead.
      

      
      1957 The Ukrainian monarchist Danylo Skoropadsky is poisoned in London; Lev Rebet is assassinated
         in Munich by Bogdan Stashinsky; Nikolai Khokhlov survives thallium administered in
         Frankfurt; President Sukarno survives an assassination plot.
      

      
      1958 King Faisal II of Iraq is assassinated in Baghdad.
      

      
      1959 Operation SUNSHINE targets George Grivas for assassination in Cyprus; Stepan Bandera
         is assassinated with a cyanide gas gun in Munich.
      

      
      1960 The CIA plans the assassination of Fidel Castro; the Polish agent Wladyslaw Mroz
         is shot dead in Paris; President Romulo Betancourt escapes a car bomb in Caracas;
         a CIA document suggests “health alteration committee” treatment for an Iraqi prosecutor.
      

      
      1961 Dag Hammarskjöld dies in an air crash; Patrice Lumumba is murdered in the Congo by
         Belgian government agents; General Rafael Trujillo is shot dead in the Dominican Republic.
      

      
      1962 The OAS leader Camille Petitjean is abducted and shot; President Charles de Gaulle
         escapes an ambush of his motorcade; Bela Lapusnyik is poisoned while in Austrian custody;
         Dr. Heinz Krug disappears in Munich, a victim of Operation DAMOCLES.
      

      
      1963 Hugh Gaitskell succumbs to lupus; President Diem is murdered in Vietnam; President
         John F. Kennedy is shot dead in Dallas, Texas.
      

      
      1964 Malcolm X survives poisoning in a Cairo restaurant; a VC, Nguyen Van Troi, is executed
         in Saigon for plotting to assassinate U.S. defense secretary Robert McNamara; the
         Warren Commission publishes its report on the Kennedy assassination.
      

      
      1965 The prime minister of Burundi, Pierre Ngendandumwe, is assassinated; the PHOENIX
         program is established in Vietnam to identify Vietcong cadres; Malcolm X is shot dead
         in Harlem, New York, by three Nation of Islam members.
      

      
      1966 Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd is stabbed to death in Cape Town.
      

      
      1967 The leader of the ANP, George Lincoln Rockwell, is shot dead in Arlington, Virginia.
      

      
      1968 Martin Luther King Jr. is shot dead in Memphis, Tennessee; Robert F. Kennedy is shot
         dead in a Los Angeles hotel.
      

      
      1969 A Red Army deserter tries to shoot Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow; Sirhan Sirhan is convicted
         of the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy.
      

      
      1970 General Rene Schneider is assassinated in Chile.
      

      
      1971 KGB defector Oleg Lyalin discloses the existence of Department V; Jordan’s ambassador
         in London, Zaid al-Rifai, is wounded in a gun attack on his limousine.
      

      
      1972 Wael Zwaiter is shot dead in Rome; Hussein al-Bashir is killed by a bomb in his hotel
         room in Cyprus; Mahmoud Hamshari is killed by a bomb in Paris; the PHOENIX program
         is terminated; Governor George Wallace survives a shooting in Laurel, Maryland.
      

      
      1973 The governor of Bermuda, Sir Richard Sharples, is shot dead in Hamilton; Prime Minister
         Luis Carrero Blanco is killed by an ETA bomb in Madrid.
      

      
      1974 A Mossad team kills an innocent Moroccan waiter in Lillehammer in a case of mistaken
         identity; a Chilean exile, General Carlos Prats, is killed by a car bomb in Buenos
         Aires; the New York Times publishes articles about CIA assassination plans.
      

      
      1975 The Church and Pike Congressional Committees hold hearings into allegations of CIA
         involvement in assassination; an attempt is made by DINA to shoot former vice president
         Bernardo Leighton of Chile in Rome; CIA station chief Dick Welch is shot dead in Athens
         by N17; Bangladeshi president Mujibur Rahman and his family are killed at home during
         a coup; TV presenter Ross McWhirter is shot dead outside his home in Enfield by two
         PIRA killers, Harry Duggan and Hugh Doherty.
      

      
      1976 Orlando Letelier is killed in a car bomb in Washington; President Gerald Ford issues
         his Executive Order 11905; Congress establishes a committee to investigate the Kennedy
         and Martin Luther King assassinations; the British ambassador in Dublin, Christopher
         Ewart-Biggs, is killed by a PIRA land mine.
      

      
      1977 Two Syrian diplomats die when their car explodes in a London street; Vladimir Kostov
         is attacked in Paris; Kadhi Abdullah al-Hagri and his wife are shot dead in London;
         Hanns-Martin Scheyer is abducted by the Red Army Faction and murdered; President Ibrahim
         al-Hamdi is shot dead at his brother’s home in North Yemen.
      

      
      1978 The PLO representative in London, Said Hammani, is shot dead in his office; Georgi
         Markov is injected with ricin in London; General Abdar-Razzaq an-Naif is shot dead
         in London; Henri Curiel is shot dead by two gunmen outside his Paris apartment; Ion
         Pacepa defects and reveals the DIE’s involvement in the murder of journalists; President
         Jimmy Carter signs Executive Order 12036; Italian prime minister Aldo Moro is abducted
         and murdered by the Red Brigades; Croatian émigré Bruno Busic is shot dead in Paris.
      

      
      1979 Ali Hassan Salameh is killed by a car bomb in Beirut; the British ambassador in the
         Hague, Sir Richard Sykes, and his valet Karel Straub are shot dead by PIRA; Airey
         Neave MP is killed in London by an INLA bomber; the former KCIA director Kim Hueong-wook
         disappears in Paris; Korea’s President Park Chung-hee is shot dead by his DCI Kim
         Jae-gyu; Lord Mountbatten is killed in Ireland by PIRA; President Hafizullah Amin
         is shot dead in Kabul.
      

      
      1980 The Turkish consul-general in Sydney is shot dead by Armenian gunmen; the Libyan
         newspaper Green March announces a campaign against “stray dogs”; Libyan businessman Mohamed Salem Rtemi
         is shot dead in Rome; BBC Arabic Service announcer Mohammed Mustafa Ramadan is shot
         dead outside Regent’s Park mosque by Ben Hassan Muhammad al-Masri and Nagib Mufta
         Gasmi; Abdul Gelie Aref is shot dead in Rome by Yousef Msallata Vidha; Libyan businessman
         Abdulateef el-Muntaser is killed in Beirut; Libyan lawyer Mahmoud Nafa is shot dead
         in Ennismore Gardens Mews, London, by Mabrook Ali Mohammed al-Gidal; Abdallah Mohamed
         el-Kazmi is shot dead in Rome’s railway station; a former Libyan diplomat, Omran Mehdavi,
         is shot dead in a Bonn shopping center; Libyan dissident Fouad Buohjar is stabbed
         to death in a Rome hotel; Former army officer Abubakr Abdelrahman el-Kimyas is killed
         at his home in Athens; Libyan businessman Izzedin el-Hederey is killed in Rome; NATO
         commander General Alexander Haig escapes a rocket attack on his car in Mons, Belgium;
         shots miss Salem Mohamed Fezzani in Rome; Professor Tufik Rushi is murdered by Iraqi
         agents in Aden; Libya’s ambassador in London, Moussa Kusa, is expelled; Syria’s President
         Hafe al-Assad escapes grenades thrown by the Muslim Brotherhood; Azedin Lanhderi is
         shot dead in Milan; Mohamed Saad Bijet is shot and wounded in Rome;  the archbishop
         of El Salvador, Oscar Romero, is shot dead while celebrating mass; former Syrian prime
         minister Salah al-Din al-Bitar is shot dead in Paris; Libyan émigré Faisal Zaggalai
         survives two shots to his head in Fort Collins, Colorado, fired by a hit man, Eugene
         Tafoya; Manchester University student Ahmed Burghia is stabbed to death.
      

      
      1981 The Red Army Faction ambushes General Kroesen’s limousine near Heidelberg; Pope John
         Paul II survives an assassination attempt in the Vatican; Anwar Sadat is shot dead
         in Cairo; Libyan student Nabil Abuzed Mansour is shot dead at Weber State College,
         Utah; President Ronald Reagan survives six shots fired by John Hinckley Jr. in Washington,
         D.C.
      

      
      1982 U.S. defense attaché Colonel Charles Ray is shot dead in a Paris street by a LARF
         gunman; a Mossad officer, Yakov Bar-Simantov, is shot dead in Paris; a DIE officer,
         Matei Haiducu, defects and reveals a plot to assassinate émigré writers; the Israeli
         ambassador in London, Schlomo Argov, is shot and wounded in Park Lane by three Abu
         Nidal gunmen; the PLO’s deputy bureau chief, Fadly Dani, is shot in Paris.
      

      
      1983 Former senator Benigno Aquino is shot upon his arrival at Manila Airport; the PLO
         representative Dr. Issam Sartaw is shot dead in the lobby of the Montechoro Hotel
         in Albufeira, Portugal, by an Abu Nidal gunman; Libyan espionage suspect Salih Abu
         Frowah is killed in Romania; two N17 gunmen on a motorcycle kill U.S. naval attaché
         Captain George Tsantes in Chalandri, Athens.
      

      
      1984 Abu Nidal’s plot to assassinate Queen Elizabeth II in Amman is foiled; Leamon Hunt
         is shot by three gunmen in Rome; Kenneth Whitty is shot dead in Athens by Abu Nidal;
         Libyan dissident Salih Abu Zeyd Elshteet is killed in Athens by Volcano’s Mansour
         al Saber; two Libyan dental students, Attiah el-Falta and Abdel el-Zawi, are shot
         dead in their Athens apartment; Prime Minister Indira Gandhi is shot dead by two of
         her bodyguards, Satwant Singh and Beant Singh; a Polish priest, Jerzy Popieluszko,
         is murdered by three SB officers in Wloclawek; the Grand Hotel in Brighton is bombed
         by PIRA; Henry Liu is shot dead by Taiwanese agents at his home in Daly City, California;
         a plot by Volcano to assassinate former Libyan prime minister Abdul Hamid Bakkush
         in Cairo is foiled; British deputy high commissioner Percy Norris is shot dead by
         two Abu Nidal gunmen in Bombay.
      

      
      1985 A Libyan businessman, Ahmed Rafiq al-Barrani, is shot dead in his office in Nicosia;
         Alex Odeh is killed by a bomb at his office in Santa Ana, California; N17 kills newspaper
         publisher Nikos Momferatos; a former Libyan police officer, Gibril Denali, is shot
         dead in Cathedral Square, Bonn; a Libyan exile, Mahmood Buzo, is killed in Paris;
         a Libyan engineer, Dr. Gheith el-Tarhouni, is murdered while on the hajj pilgrimage
         in Jeddah; a plot by three Libyans, Hamuda Daghdugh, Urabi Mohammed Fitouri, and Musbah
         Mammoud Werfalli, to assassinate the U.S. ambassador in Rome, Maxwell Rabb, is foiled;
         a Libyan student, Mustafa Meylud el-Sweyhli, is murdered in Madrid; a Libyan businessman,
         Hussein el-Nimr el-Rafadi, is murdered in Poland; former Libyan ambassador Ezzedin
         Ghadamsi survives five bullets in Vienna.
      

      
      1986 Prime Minister Olof Palme is shot dead in Stockholm; General Augusto Pinochet survives
         a rocket attack on his motorcade in Santiago; a former Libyan diplomat, Mohamed Ashur,
         is shot dead in a  west Berlin park; Reza Fazeli, the son of an opponent of the Iranian
         regime, is killed by a bomb at his father’s video shop in Kensington.
      

      
      1987 A Libyan businessman, Mohamed Ashur Fheyma, is shot dead in Athens; a Libyan oil
         company executive, Mohamed el-Muthnani, is killed in Malta;  the Palestinian cartoonist
         Naji Salim al-Ali is shot dead in Chelsea; a Libyan businessman, Yousef Salih Kherbigh,
         is shot dead in a Rome street by  Omar Mabrouk al-Ghammudi and Ali Tharauni Ramadan
         after he had been pointed out by Jabir Zaghdud; former Iranian minister Amin Hossain
         Amir-Parviz is injured by a bomb that detonated under his car in Kensington; appeal
         court judge Sir Maurice Gibson and his wife are killed by a PIRA car bomb in Killean,
         County Armagh; Ezzedin al-Ghadamsi, the former Libyan ambassador to Austria, is attacked
         and wounded in Vienna. 
      

      
      1988 President Zia al-Haq is killed in a plane crash in Pakistan; the Croatian émigré
         Nikola Stedul is shot four times in Kirkcaldy.
      

      
      1989 Lebanon’s President Rene Moawad is killed by a car bomb in Beirut; the Ayatollah
         Ruhollah Khomeini issues a fatwa on Salman Rushdie; Alfred Herrhausen is killed in
         Bad Homburg by the RAF.
      

      
      1990 Ian Gow MP is killed by PIRA; Dr. Gerald Bull is shot dead outside his apartment
         in Brussels.
      

      
      1991 John Major’s cabinet escapes a PIRA mortar attack on 10 Downing Street; Rajiv Gandhi
         is killed in Sriperumbudur by a woman suicide bomber; Detlev Karsten Rohwedder is
         shot dead by an RAF sniper; former Iranian prime minister Shapour Bakhtiar and his
         secretary Soroush Katibeh are stabbed to death by Ali Vakili Rad and two accomplices
         in Suresnes, Paris.
      

      
      1992 Algeria’s head of state, Mohamed Boudiaf, is shot dead by his bodyguard; the PLO’s
         director of intelligence, Atef Bseiso, is shot dead outside his hotel in Montparnasse,
         Paris, by a Mossad team of two men and a woman.
      

      
      1993 The South African Communist Party leader Chris Hani is shot outside his home in Boksburg;
         Sri Lanka’s President Ranasingh Premadasa is killed by a suicide bomber at a rally
         in Colombo; Freddie Woodruff, the CIA station chief in Tbilisi, is shot dead; Libyan
         former foreign minister Mansour al-Kikhai is abducted in Cairo and murdered in Tripoli;
         a plot to assassinate ex-president George H. W. Bush with a car bomb in Kuwait is
         uncovered.
      

      
      1994 Mexico’s presidential candidate Luis Donald Colosio is shot dead in Tijuana. 
      

      
      1995 The CIA completes a report on the Iraqi plot to assassinate George H. W. Bush in
         Kuwait; Yitzhak Rabin is shot dead at a rally in Tel Aviv; an ETA plot to assassinate
         King Juan Carlos of Spain fails; Libyan dissident Ali Mohamed Abuzeid is stabbed to
         death in his Westbourne Grove grocery store; the Libyan JSO rezident in London, Khalifa Ahmed Bazelya, is expelled; the Punjab’s chief minister is killed
         in Chandigarh by a suicide bomber, Dilawar Singh Jaisinghvala; the Islamic Jihad leader
         Fathi Shaqaqi is shot dead by two Mossad gunmen in Malta.
      

      
      1996 The Militant Islamic Group attempts to kill Muammar Gadhafi with a culvert bomb in
         Tripoli; Chechen leader Dzhokhar Dudayev is killed by a Russian missile.
      

      
      1997 Sheikh Khaled Mashal survives a Mossad attack in Amman, Jordan; Sikh separatists
         Jagroop Singh Bathh and Ghuman Singh plot to kill the Punjab’s deputy inspector-general
         of police, Sumedh Singh Saini, while he is on a visit to Southall, West London.
      

      
      1998 The mayor of the Siberian city of Neftyugansk, Vladimir Petukhov, is shot dead.
      

      
      1999 Israeli General Erez Gerstein is killed in Lebanon; the family of Martin Luther King
         Jr. wins a civil trial against Lloyd Jowers and other alleged assassins.
      

      
      2000 The British military attaché in Athens, Brigadier Stephen Saunders, is shot dead
         by N17.
      

      
      2001 Nepal’s royal family is shot dead by Crown Prince Dipendra; Ahmed Shah Mahsoud is
         killed by AQ suicide bombers posing as a television crew. Richard Tomlinson alleges
         that SIS plotted to assassinate Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic. AQ’s military
         commander Mohammed Atef is killed by a CIA-operated drone in Afghanistan.
      

      
      2002 George W. Bush addresses the United Nations and cites Saddam’s plot to assassinate
         his father; a Chinese diplomat, Wang Jianping, and his aide Umarov Nurmuhamed are
         shot dead in their car in Kyrgyzstan; Janet Dobinson, a bogus SIS officer, recruits
         an assassin online; Qued Salim Sinan al-Haethiis, the AQ commander known as “Abu Ali,”
         is killed by a CIA drone near Sana’a in Yemen.
      

      
      2003 Serbia’s prime minister Zoran Djincjic is shot dead by Zvezdan Jovanovic; controversy
         surrounding Dr. David Kelly’s alleged suicide prompts a judicial inquiry.
      

      
      2004 Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev is killed by a car bomb in Qatar; Yasser Arafat dies unexpectedly
         in Paris; Chechnya’s President Akhmad Kadyrov is killed by a bomb; Ukraine’s presidential
         candidate Viktor Yuschenko is poisoned with dioxin by senior SBU officers.
      

      
      2005 Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri is killed by a car bomb in Beirut.
      

      
      2006 Alexander Litvinenko is poisoned with polonium-210 in a London hotel; a Lithuanian
         intelligence officer, Vytautas Pociunas, dies in a fall from a hotel in Belarus.
      

      
      2007 Ashraf Marwan falls to his death from his London apartment; Benazir Bhutto is killed
         by a bomb in Pakistan; a plot to shoot Boris Berezovsky at the London Hilton is foiled.
      

      
      2008 At Princess Diana’s inquest, Sir Richard Dearlove denies that SIS plotted to murder
         her; Imad Maghniyeh is killed by a car bomb in Damascus; South Africa’s former defense
         minister January Masilela is killed in a suspicious road accident.
      

      
      2009 The Chechen rebel leader Sulim Yamadayev is shot dead in Dubai.
      

      
      2010 Mahmoud al-Mabhouh is asphyxiated in Dubai; Clotilde Reiss, a DGSE agent arrested
         in Tehran, is exchanged for Shapour Bakhtiar’s assassin Ali Vakili Rad.
      

      
      2011 Anwar al-Awlaki is killed by a Hellfire missile fired by a drone over Yemen.
      

      
      2012 The head of Lebanese military intelligence, Wissam al-Hassan, is killed by a car
         bomb in Beirut.
      

      
      2013 Tunisian politician Mohamed Brahmi is shot outside his home in Tunis.
      

      
      2014 Boris Nemtsov is shot dead near the Kremlin.
      

      
      2015 Libyan Prime Minister Abdullah al-Thinni survives an attempt on his life in Tripoli.
      

      
      2016 The Hezbollah military commander Mustafa Badreddine is killed outside Damascus by
         an Israeli missile; the Taliban leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour is killed in Pakistan
         by an American drone; the Russian ambassador to Turkey, Andrei Karlov, is shot dead
         by an off-duty policeman, Mevlut Mert Altintas.
      

      
      2017 Kim Jong-Nam, elder half-brother of President Kim Jong-Un, dies after being splashed
         in the face with VX gas in Kuala Lumpur airport.
      

      
      
   
      Introduction

      
      Assassination may be a disagreeable phenomenon, but it has had a profound impact on
         the political development of many countries, and in some, because of the involvement
         of either a foreign or domestic intelligence agency, there remains an element of mystery
         about who precisely has been responsible. There have been examples of such unsolved
         crimes in Sweden, Burma, the Philippines, France, Germany, Austria, and many more
         besides.
      

      
      As instruments of political power, intelligence agencies are occasionally instructed
         to kill an adversary, and there have been circumstances in which the capability has
         been institutionalized, as happened with the NKVD’s creation of Smersh in April 1943
         for the liquidation of counter-revolutionaries, opponents of the regime, and Nazi
         collaborators. This ostensibly wartime Soviet expedient was perpetuated into the Cold
         War by the First Chief Directorate’s notorious Thirteenth Department, which employed
         the defectors Nikolai Khokhlov and Bogdan Stashinsky, who both gave detailed accounts
         of the organization in 1953 and 1961, respectively, after they had been granted political
         asylum in the West.
      

      
       The origins of the Thirteenth Department lay in the creation in 1936 of the Department
         for Special Tasks, headed by Pavel Sudoplatov, which had been responsible for the
         assassination of Ignace Reiss, the NKVD illegal who was shot, or on Soviet terminology
         “liquidated,” in Lausanne in September 1937, and the death of Leon Trotsky in Mexico
         in August 1940. Many of Stalin’s opponents, including several of Trotsky’s supporters,
         met mysterious deaths, including his son Leon Sedov, who died in February 1938 in
         a Paris clinic run by White Russians. One of Sedov’s assistants, Rudolf Klement, was
         a young German who disappeared while en route to Brussels carrying important papers.
         His headless body was found in the Seine.
      

      
       The NKVD’s successor organization, the KGB, was also implicated in the murder in
         Paris in 1960 of the Polish illegal Wladyslaw Mroz, who had defected to the DST and
         was shot dead in Paris. The full details only emerged following the defection of the
         UB officer Janusz Kochanski to the U.S. CIA in February 1967. However, although the
         KGB learned the resettlement details of the defectors Igor Gouzenko in Canada and
         Vladimir Petrov in Australia, no action was taken against either.
      

      
       During the KGB’s reorganization in 1968/69, the Thirteenth Department had been abolished
         and its staff of around 50 officers transferred to Department V, a new section created
         with a broader role, encompassing sabotage, and placed within Directorate S under
         the personal authority of Chairman Yuri V. Andropov. Its principal function was to
         plan disruption in target countries so that in the event of hostilities a fifth column
         of agents could be mobilized by radio to strike at the heart of government and create
         chaos.
      

      
      The West’s knowledge of Department V was to be enhanced in August 1971 by Oleg Lyalin,
         the Department V representative in the London rezidentura. His defection in August 1971 in London embarrassed the Kremlin, and as part of a
         program of counter-measures to mitigate the damage, all Department V personnel were
         withdrawn from the field. Created in its place was the Eighth Department of Directorate
         S, which was henceforth restricted to a planning and training role, with the officers
         with operational experience dispersed between the directorate’s four geographical
         departments.
      

      
       According to Lyalin, the KGB had closed down the Thirteenth Department after Stashinsky’s
         embarrassing disclosures but had retained a combined sabotage and assassination capability.
         He also revealed a wartime contingency plan prepared by his rezidentura to infiltrate agents disguised as official messengers into Whitehall’s system of
         underground tunnels to distribute poison gas capsules.
      

      
       However, although the Kremlin resorted to assassination on an almost industrial scale,
         the intelligence agencies of other countries have also been implicated in murder as
         a political expedient, including Belgium, France, Spain, Great Britain, Poland, Bulgaria,
         Yugoslavia, Romania, Lebanon, Libya, Syria, Iran, Chile, Argentina, Israel, and the
         United States. As we shall see, with the benefit of newly declassified documents and
         files retrieved from fallen regimes, some dictatorships embraced the opportunity to
         eliminate their political adversaries, while some democracies adopted murder as a
         practical remedy to an otherwise insoluble problem. We now know, for example, the
         grisly details of Colonel Muammar Gadhafi’s views about what he termed “stray dogs”
         and the policy of murder adopted by the ayatollahs of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
      

      
       The British SIS sought to accommodate Prime Minister Sir Anthony Eden’s instruction
         to kill Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser in 1955 and the EOKA leader George Grivas in 1959,
         but failed on both occasions. President Nasser proved too difficult a target, although
         some plans were drafted, and the sanction for a sniper, Stephen Hastings, a former
         wartime Special Air Service officer, to shoot Grivas was withdrawn at the last moment.
         A further request, by Foreign Secretary Dr. David Owen, to eliminate Uganda’s President
         Idi Amin, was received with a shocked refusal by the rather saintly SIS chief, Maurice
         Oldfield, who had previously turned down a request from a subordinate in Bangkok,
         Michael Wrigley, for £10,000 to pay a hit man to eliminate a particularly troublesome
         local communist.
      

      
       The French SDECE’s Action Service has had few qualms in employing assassins recruited
         from the Marseilles underworld and the Unione Corse, as was demonstrated by the campaign
         conducted by les Barbouzes, a deniable group of hit men, against the OAS during the Algerian dirty war. Among
         their victims was Camille Petitjean, a suspected OAS leader, abducted and shot in
         February 1962.
      

      
       Although allegations of the CIA’s alleged involvement in the assassination of foreign
         leaders was investigated by Congress in 1974, prior to the ban imposed by President
         Gerald Ford in February 1976 when he issued his Executive Order 11905, none was substantiated.
         That prohibition remained in force, confirmed by Jimmy Carter in January 1978 (Executive
         Order 12036) and by Ronald Reagan in December 1982 (Executive Order 12333). Despite
         a very lengthy investigation conducted by two congressional committees, no evidence
         was ever uncovered of a CIA assassination and, contrary to widespread belief, not
         a single CIA officer was ever indicted, let alone convicted, on any related charges.
      

      
       One of the assassinations attributed to the CIA, that of Patrice Lumumba in January
         1961, was later discovered to have been the handiwork of the Belgian Sureté d’Etat.
         The plot, code-named Operation L, had been formulated in 1960 when a journalist named
         Bogaerts was sent to the Congo to prepare for the assassination involving the substitution
         of Lumumba’s medicine with a poison, and was followed in November by a hit man, “George
         the Greek,” who had been hired by the Belgian historian Jo Gerard. This first scheme
         failed, apparently through fraud, so a second was directed by Colonel Louis Marliére
         and Major Jules Loos, who were based in Elizabethville under diplomatic cover provided
         by the minister, Harold d’Aspremont Lynden, at the Belgian Technical Mission.
      

      
       Lumumba, regarded as pro-communist, had been arrested at the Elizabethville airport
         in December 1960 and imprisoned at an army camp outside Leopoldville before being
         moved, allegedly for his own safety, to Belgian-controlled Katanga. Also murdered
         were two companions, the youth minister Maurice Mpolo and the former Senate vice president
         Joseph Okito.
      

      
       It is officially acknowledged by the Israeli government that Mossad was authorized
         by a cabinet committee to wreak revenge, code-named WRATH OF GOD, for the atrocities
         committed during Black September’s murderous assault on the 1972 Munich Olympics.
      

      
       Rather less candid has been the Assad dynasty in Damascus, which has engaged in a
         ruthless campaign of murder to eliminate actual and perceived enemies of the regime.
         As the pages that follow demonstrate, Syria, Libya, and Iran have adopted assassination
         abroad as an instrument of political power, deploying killers to murder émigrés in
         foreign countries, often without taking much care about the lapses in tradecraft that
         betray the telltale signs of official or state sponsorship. Such behavior, however,
         is not limited to the Middle East or Latin American dictatorships.
      

      
       Although the Spanish government has never admitted complicity in the “dirty war”
         waged against the Basque separatists who engaged in a lengthy campaign of terrorism
         and assassination, the evidence of collusion between supposedly “freelancing” intelligence
         personnel and their senior officers is undeniable.
      

      
       The phenomenon of political assassination has had a profound impact on modern history,
         from Gavril Princip in 1914, to the attempt on the life of John Paul II in 1981, to
         the meticulously planned murder of Rafiq Hariri in 2005. The death of John F. Kennedy
         in Dallas in 1963 and Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis in 1968 would have global
         consequences, but it has only been possible, following the collapse of the Soviet
         bloc, to gain access to some of the archives that shed new light on these momentous
         events.
      

      
       Curiously, some of the most public and momentous assassinations have gone unsolved.
         No one appears to know who killed Benazir Bhutto, who may have been shot before she
         was killed by a suicide bomber in Rawalpindi, and there seems to be no appetite in
         the Philippines to solve the enduring mystery of who murdered Benigno Aquino.
      

      
       The objective of this volume is to identify and document assassination as it occurred
         during this and the previous century. Where the recent declassification of documents
         has made it possible, new light will be shed on some old mysteries. For example, we
         now know that what might be termed the JFK assassination conspiracy industry was deliberately
         fueled and manipulated by the KGB so as to distract the CIA and undermine confidence
         in successive U.S. administrations. Also, new evidence continues to emerge of Vladimir
         Putin’s commitment to the extra-judicial elimination of “extremists” overseas, as
         legitimized by the Duma in July 2006. Controversially, the legislation included one
         definition of “extremists” as “those slandering the individual occupying the post
         of president of the Russian Federation.”
      

      
       There is a growing awareness, following the murder of Alexander Litvinenko in London
         in 2006 with polonium-210 and the deployment of drones armed with Hellfire missiles
         on mission to decapitate terrorist organizations, that the art of state-sponsored
         assassination has entered a more sophisticated and deadly era. Although what are referred
         to as “nine millimeter retirement plans” still have a place in the elimination of
         perceived enemies and traitors, technology has provided new opportunities for “termination
         with extreme prejudice” or, as one intelligence professional put it, albeit tongue-in-cheek,
         the intervention of “a health alteration committee.”
      

      
       Although much has been written about the role of intelligence agencies in alleged
         assassination plots, it is only in recent years that, with the benefit of recently
         declassified files, it has been possible to distinguish between fact and fiction and
         shed new light on some remarkable mysteries.
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