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By Vincent Zandri

A pessimist is a man who thinks all women are bad. 

An optimist is one who hopes they are.

—Chauncey Depew
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She’s going down on me in the handicap bathroom just outside the security checkpoint of the Albany County Airport. She’s younger than me, but not that much younger. Long, dark hair, a killer nose like a Renaissance Sculptor would carve on a Madonna with a slight hint of crookedness in the shaft, and big brown eyes that bowled me over when I found myself hopelessly staring into them at the bar only moments before. Her lipstick-red lips are thick, luscious, and I’ll be damned if they don’t feel like nirvana right now, considering their placement around my cock. 

“You’re an angel sent from heaven,” I say, as she slips me out of her mouth, giving her jaw a rest, while continuing to work on me with her hand.

“I appreciate the compliment, Mr. Moonlight,” she says, in a deep, sultry, Italian-accented voice. “A woman likes to know when she is appreciated. I’m still sorry for spilling beer on you.”

“Oh, you are so appreciated,” I whisper. “And love means never having to say you’re sorry.”

Okay, so what’s happening inside the dead-bolted handicap lav isn’t exactly love. But that doesn’t stop her from issuing the loveliest little giggle before taking me into her mouth once more. But that’s when something happens inside my brain. Looking down at this strange woman I’ve only just met, I see someone else entirely. Someone else with long dark hair. Someone else with whom I’ve shared some special intimate moments just like this one. Only not inside a handicap lav in the airport. More like, in the privacy of our own bedroom.

Lola. My true love, and now ex-love, who seems forever gone from my life. I see her long black hair, deep brown eyes, and perfect sultry lips, and suddenly, what’s been feeling like nirvana no longer feels like anything. My manhood, such as it is, turns into shrinkage.

Major shrinkage. 

The woman, whose name is Adriana, stops what she’s doing, looks up.

“Is there a problem?”

I turn away, embarrassed. No, that’s not right. Mortified better explains it.

Then, a knock on the door.

“Excuse me!” someone barks. Judging by the deep voice, most definitely a man. “How long are you going to tie the joint up?”

Adriana, gets off her knees, wipes her mouth with the back of her hand. She then straightens out her red mini dress, smoothing out the wrinkles with both open hands. 

“Looks like someone needs to use the toilet rapido,” she says, before placing her fingers on my face, gently kissing my lips. “I’m sorry if your ending was not a happy one, no?”

“No worries,” I say, as she turns for the door.

“I will walk out first and see you in line at security.”

“Come on already!” shouts the man behind the door.  

I suggest she go now, not to wait for me. After all, it’s not like we’re travelling together. We’ve only just met. Maybe I’ll see her at the gate for the plane that will take us south, to New York City’s JFK and the far larger airliner that will transport us across the Atlantic to Rome.

“Molto bene, Moonlight,” she smiles with those thick red lips. She brushes back her long brunette hair before opening the door and stepping on out. It’s then that I get a quick look at a bearded old man who is bound to a wheelchair. The old man goes wide-eyed when he spots Adriana. He smiles. 

“Aren’t you the luscious one,” he says looking up at her from his wheeled perch. It’s then I notice his left hand doesn’t work right. The thumb and index finger appear permanently extended, and all he can manage is to move the paralyzed hand up and down.  

“Andare all ‘inferno,” she snaps, which I translate as “Go to hell.”

Poor guy ... He’s just gotta use the bathroom ...

That said, I’m not entirely through with the joint yet. Closing the restroom door, I dead-bolt it secure. 

“Hey you!” the man shouts once more. “What the hell are you doing? You were having sex in there, weren’t you? Don’t you know that’s illegal? The mile high club is up there, not down here. I’m handicapped and I have rights to this handicapped restroom.”

I pull up my pants, tuck in my shirt. Buttoning my Levis, I buckle my leather belt and quickly put my leather coat back on. Under normal circumstances, the coat hides my shoulder-holstered Browning automatic. But the firearms license stuffed inside my work-shirt pocket along with my passport doesn’t cover Italy or any other foreign destination. 

Looking at myself in the mirror, I see a face that’s round, yet not puffy. The four day growth makes me look tough, but not scary tough, like the kind of thug you see on a Most Wanted Poster at the post office. My head is shaved bald revealing the dime-sized scar beside my right earlobe where a piece of .22 caliber bullet entered my brain pan after a botched suicide some years back. I’ve learned to live with the memory of the suicide like I’ve learned to live with the scar. We’ve become old friends over the years, even if there are still days when we hate one another. 

Turning on the water, I splash some of it onto my face, then onto my pants where some beer spilled on it earlier. 

Another fist pounding on the door.

“I’m calling security you don’t come out now, young man!”

“Young man,” I whisper to myself. “You’re being too damn kind. Just ask that beautiful woman who just walked out of here entirely disappointed.”

Inhaling a breath, I tug some paper towels from the dispenser and dry my hands. Then, taking hold of my heavy backpack
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