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            Jude didn't mince words when talking about what is wrong and what we should do about it. He made it clear that we must stand firm for the truth and contend for the faith. As you read, you may want to skip ahead to parts of 2 Peter. Notice how many parallels there are between these two books as they both seek to combat false teaching in the church.
As you read Jude's persuasive words, keep an eye out for the warnings, but also notice the promises and encouragement to live genuine Christian lives. You might think that with the need to fight against so much false teaching, Jude would be somewhat discouraged, but it is just the opposite! He is more impressed with God's ability to keep us on His path than with the enemy's attempts to lead us astray. His final song of praise radiates great joy and confidence. "And now, all glory be to God, who is powerful enough to keep you from falling and to bring you spotless and with great joy into his glorious presence. All glory be to him, who is the only God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority belong to him from before all time, in the present, and for all eternity! Amen." (verses 24-25).
1) WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK?
Imposters had begun to teach things that were contrary to the gospel and were causing confusion in the church. They taught that it didn't really matter how people lived if they had been saved by grace. You can imagine the disaster this could cause! Jude wanted to make sure that no believer would follow the example of Cain (Gen. 4:1-25), Balaam (Num. 22:1-24:25), or Korah (Num. 16:1-49).
2) IF IT IS AN EPISTLE, WHEN WAS THE CHURCH FOUNDED? Possibly at Pentecost, and visited by Paul in Asia Minor
3) WHO COMPRISES THE CHURCH? Jews and Gentiles
4) WHAT ARE ITS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES? From what we can see, it is a mature church, in its strength. And in weakness, it allowed itself to be contaminated, or heresies grew among them. (There were several churches in the houses).
The doctrines of the Christian faith, entrusted to believers (verse 3), are worth defending. This is the battle cry of the only letter in the New Testament devoted exclusively to the war against moral and spiritual apostasy (verses 3–4, 17–18). The focus is not so much on the content of the false teaching, although the denial of Christ's deity is mentioned (v. 4), but on the lifestyle of the wicked perpetrators (ungodly is mentioned six times in vv. 4, 15, 18). The writer's feelings are so strong on this matter that he sets aside his original purpose in order to deal with it (vv. 3).
The writer says his name is Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ (v. 1). James, the brother of Jesus, was his older brother (v. 1; Matt. 13:55; see Overview of James). This helps identify the writer of this letter, because Jude (so in Greek; "Judah" in Hebrew) was a common name in Israel. Jude does not refer to himself as an apostle. On the contrary, he deliberately does not include himself with the apostles (vv. 17–18). Like Jesus' other brothers (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3), Jude remained an unbeliever for much of Jesus' public ministry (Jn 7:3–8). It was not until after the Lord's resurrection that he was among the believers waiting for the promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14). There is no mention of where Jude wrote from, although it is likely that his ministry was centered in Jerusalem.
The readers are described as called (v. 1), beloved (vv. 1, 17, 20), and kept (v. 1). It is clear that they were Christians who prayed effectively (v. 20) and seem to have had a mature understanding of Scripture (v. 5; cf. v. 3). The recipient of the letter is not specified, but the recipients of Jude were people who must have been familiar with the Old Testament, since Satan (v. 6), Adam (v. 14), Cain (v. 11), Enoch (verses 14–15), Sodom and Gomorrah (verse 7), the exodus (verse 5), Moses (verse 9), and Balaam and Korah (verse 11) are mentioned. Jude also quotes non-canonical literature known to his readers (v. 14; cf. 1 Enoch; v. 9; cf. The Assumption of Moses).
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Dear reader, our journey through the Bible, and we move on to the New Testament to begin our study in the universal epistle of the Apostle Jude. this is another very outstanding short book in the Bible. We have devoted a large number of studies to the short books, which are usually ignored or quickly examined in other studies or in preaching, because of their very brevity. In this Bible-wide study, we are taking the time to consider them carefully, and we are discovering that each of these books is like a gold mine.

We would like, then, to present an introduction to this book, so that you and I can understand a little better what is related to its contents. The writer of this book is Jude, who was the brother of James. In the data offered to us by the Gospel account, three or four men appear with the name of Judas. In our identification of the author of this epistle we are aided by the quotation we find in the Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13, verse 55, which says: "Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother's name Mary, and his brothers, James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?" So two of these brothers, the writer of the epistle of James or Jacob, and the writer of the epistle of Jude were brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ. There were two other men named Judas: both belonged to the group of the 12 apostles of the Lord. The best known was the infamous Judas Iscariot, who ended up betraying the Lord. The other apostle named Judas was distinguished in this way, as we can see in chapter 14 of the Gospel according to John, verse 22, where it says: "Judas (not Iscariot) said to him: Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?" The way of identifying him indicates that this was not Judas Iscariot. Consequently, we believe that the writer of this epistle is the third Judas mentioned in the Bible, that is, Judas, the brother of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us note that neither James nor Judas identified themselves as brothers of the Lord Jesus. James presented himself as a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (James 1:1). And Jude presented himself as a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James (Jude 1:1). Why did James and Jude not take advantage of their family relationship with Jesus Christ? We believe the reason is obvious. Neither of them believed in Jesus' messianic claims until after His resurrection. It was the resurrection itself that brought them conviction, confirming to them that Jesus was who He claimed to be. Up to that point, they had thought that the Lord Jesus had disconnected Himself from religion, and that He was outside of Himself. But after His resurrection, they became believers. So, dear reader, for those men it was possible to have grown up in the same household with the Lord Jesus Christ in their earthly life, and not to have recognized Him. One can appreciate this situation by reading Psalm 69, which details that Jesus suffered loneliness and misunderstanding during those years of growing up in Nazareth. Therefore, as we said earlier, His own brothers who grew up with Him, did not really know Him. This was later expressed by the apostle Paul, when writing his second letter to the Corinthians, in chapter 5:16, he said: "So from now on we do not regard anyone according to merely human criteria. Although we once knew Christ in this way, we no longer know him in this way." And Judas, then, being a brother, who recognized that Jesus was the Christ, for him the human relationship no longer had any meaning. He also had to recognize that he was a sinner, and as such he accepted Christ as his Savior, like any other person.

And this was, by the way, the wonderful response given by both James and Jude, to an attitude that would emerge later in the time of the apostles, There was a brief period of time in which the family of Jesus Christ was revered in an almost superstitious way and considered sacred. In reality, its members were not superior; they were simply human beings who had had to come to Christ just as you and I had to come to Christ.

We have always felt that many Protestants have not given due importance to the Virgin Mary. She was a wonderful person. It was no accident or chance that she was chosen by God to bring the Son of God into the world. But, that did not mean that she had to be elevated above other people. She took her rightful place: Elizabeth blessed her among women, but never as being superior to the other women. And Mary herself confessed the need for a Savior, as we can read in Luke 1:47, where she said, "My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior."

So it is that, in that brief period through which the church passed, in which the family of the Lord Jesus was elevated to a high position, the apostles James and Jude opposed such an attitude. And they themselves adopted the position of considering themselves as simply slaves or servants of Jesus Christ. Now with respect to the writing of the letter, we place the DATE between the years 66 and 69 of this era.

And as for the THEME we will say that this letter speaks to us of certainty and security in times of apostasy.

Jude took in his hands the pen of inspiration to write about a theme or truth related to the gospel and our salvation; he could have chosen the theme of justification by faith, but the apostle Paul had already written about that theme in his letter to the Romans. He could have written about the resurrection of Christ, but Paul himself had already dealt with that subject in First Corinthians. Or he could have chosen the subject of reconciliation, but Paul had already developed it in Second Corinthians. Jude could probably have dealt with the theme of faith, but Paul had already expounded it in his letter to the Galatians. Or he could have chosen the theme of the church as the body of Christ, but Paul had already developed it in Ephesians. He could also have concentrated on the person of Christ, but Paul had already dealt with that theme in Colossians. He could equally well have developed the theme of our Great High Priest, but the writer of the letter to the Hebrews had already expounded it. Or he could have decided on the theme of communion or fellowship, but the apostle John was going to deal with that theme later. Thus, the Spirit of God drew his attention and purpose before Jude could even begin to write on another subject, and directed him in another direction. His subject then was the imminent arrival of the apostasy. This writer left us the most vivid account we have of the apostasy, presented in a very dramatic way. Jude held a kind of red lantern at the most dangerous bend in the road along which the church was traveling. The apostle described intensely and in fear-inspiring language the terrible conditions that were coming in the future. This brief epistle is like an alarm against intruders. The apostates had entered the church. They entered stealthily, as by a side door while no one was watching. This fact was like a bomb going off in the early church, like a warning. Finally, we will make some

Comments

Jude wrote the only account in the Bible concerning the struggle between Satan and the Archangel Michael for the body of Moses. This is a very remarkable passage of Scripture.

Likewise. Jude recorded the prophecy of Enoch, which appears in no other passage of the Bible. He beheld the Lord coming with ten thousand of His saints.

And so, we can say that the brief prophecy of the apostle Jude constitutes an appropriate introduction to the book of Revelation.

We will now present a brief General Outline, which summarizes the main headings and paragraphs of this epistle of Jude. We then divide the epistle into three main parts:

I. THE OCCASION OF THE EPISTLE (verses 1 to 3)

1. The security of believers (Verses 1 and 2); called, kept, sanctified.

2. Shift to the subject of apostasy; verse 3.

II. THE FACT OF APOSTASY (verses 4 to 16).

1. The beginning of the apostasy (4).

Israel in their unbelief, destroyed in the wilderness (5) 3.

3. The rebellious angels, chained (6).

4. Sodom and Gomorrah, sinned by sensuality. Destroyed by fire (7)

5. Identification of the apostate teachers (8 - 10). They despised authority.

6. Cain, Balaam, Korah; examples of apostates, (11).

7. Apostate teachers defined and described. (12-16).

III. OCCUPATION OF THE BELIEVERS IN THE DAYS OF APOSTASY (verses 17 to 25).

1. Believers were warned by the apostles that apostates would come. (vv. 17-19).

2. What are believers to do in the days of apostasy. vv. 20-25)

(1) Grow

(2) Pray

(3) Keep united

(4) Hope

(5) Have compassion

(6) Save others.

Now let us move on to consider the:

Occasion for the epistle.

In the first three verses, Jude explained the occasion that led him to write this epistle. The apostle will tell us that he intended to write on some subject related to our salvation, but that the Spirit of God warned him, and instructed him to call the attention of his readers to the coming days of apostasy for the church.

First of all we will read verse 1, which tells us about

The safety of believers

"Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who are called, sanctified in God the Father and kept in Jesus Christ."

In the New Testament there are three men who bear the name Jude, but good evidence is available that identifies the author of this epistle with the half-brother of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This verse says "servant of Jesus Christ". The word servant literally means slave. The apostle did not claim to have any family relationship with the Lord Jesus, as if such a relationship would have given him a superior position. This omission should have uprooted the notion that Jesus' family was to be treated with special reverence as superior beings. Dr. Marvin Vincent, a prominent Greek scholar opined on the fact that Judas did not allude to his relationship with the Lord, saying: "The non-allusion of Judas to his relationship with the Lord can be explained by the fact that in his mind, that natural relationship, would be subordinated to the spiritual relationship, (and in this sense we can read Luke 11:27 and 28)". Furthermore, the Biblical scholar Alford opined that the emphasis on the family relationship to the Lord would have been in harmony with those superstitious sentiments with which in later times the Lord's relatives would be regarded.

The phrase "brother of James" was, as we advanced in the introduction, the way Judas used to identify himself. Both Jude and James were half-brothers of the Lord Jesus, and James was the author of the epistle that bears his name. The latter was cited by the apostle Paul as one of the spiritual pillars of the church in Jerusalem.

Now let us look at the phrase: "sanctified in God the Father". Two of the best Greek texts, by Nestle, Westcott and Hort, use the verb "agápa" - which means to love, - instead of "hagiázo", which means to sanctify. Most scholars agree that "to love" is more appropriate than "to sanctify," and in our hearts it is more beautiful to think of ourselves as being loved by God the Father.

Let us share with you now, the translation made by Dr. West, the Greek scholar who taught at Moody Bible Institute, which is a well-known Bible institute in the United States of America. His translation clarifies the literal meaning of this passage, "Judas, a slave of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who by God the Father have been loved, and are in a state of being the permanent object of His love, and who by Jesus Christ have been kept and are in a permanent state of being carefully observed and have been called."

This, then, is a beautiful and extraordinary passage of Scripture, for it emphasizes that we are loved by God the Father, and protected by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Dear reader, our time has come to an end. And since we hope to count on your participation in our next study, we suggest that you begin by reading the first verses of this epistle, in order to familiarize yourself with its content. We look forward, then, to continuing together this journey "through the Bible."
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