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			The idea of some spaces is so romantic, they become archetypes. When you hear “artist loft” or “live/work space,” you probably imagine exposed brick, high ceilings, and evidence of artmaking everywhere. This home in a converted industrial building is owned by an artist, and it fulfills many of those expectations—but without becoming cliché. It feels so original because it’s filled with objects that are precious to the owner, and because it’s been gradually renovated, bit by bit, by the artist himself.

			The loft is actually two buildings. The records for the central structure, where the owner, Eric, lives, date back to 1906, and the shop where he works was built around the original building in 1960. For Eric, who’s a metalworker, finding a space like this was the fulfillment of an aspiration that started when he was just a kid, when he says seeing graffiti in Detroit gave him permission to be an artist.

			As an adult, he spent two years cruising around the city looking for buildings that might fit his dream of a live-in studio, going downtown to look at maps and writing letters to the owners of long-disused spaces. But even though he found the perfect space, it needed work. Over about a decade, he completed projects piecemeal as time and money allowed, and spent a not insignificant amount of time camping out in the building with just a woodstove for heat.

			It all sounds a bit like an urban legend, but the result is a moody, personal, art-filled space that undeniably feels like a home. We’ve named this loft the Forge House because, yes, a metalworker lives here, but also because all the elements of this home combine to fire our imaginations.
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			Favorite Moments

			Can we say a space as a whole is a favorite moment? Because this loft is such a badass example of adaptive reuse, we can’t help gushing about it.

			Remember back in the introduction when we were talking a bit about what we do? The closest definition of it we’ve come across is adaptive reuse—the process of adapting an existing object, material, or space for a different purpose. And this loft is a perfect example: the owner has taken a formerly industrial space and made it into his house.

			At first this concept might seem intimidating. It’s not always easy to visualize how to create a home in a space that wasn’t built for that purpose. And while the Forge House doesn’t match up with the typical idea of “home,” in some ways, it still feels cozy and authentic to the owner.

			Plants and very personal art objects are scattered throughout the space. Beautiful mosaics, many made of salvaged tile from Detroit’s famed Pewabic Pottery, add color and intimacy. This industrial space has a lot of metal details, but choosing some warmer gold and bronze tones for the bedframe and the light fixtures cozies up a material that’s often thought of as cold and hard. Altogether this adapted industrial space feels honest and intimate rather than mechanical and intimidating.

			We also love the metal bookshelf made by the artist and stuffed to the brim with his personal library. We’re not huge fans of neat and tidy bookshelves, or ones organized by color, so we love this perfectly imperfect, helter-skelter collection. The way the books are tilted and piled on top of one another in no particular order shows that you don’t need to be precious about how objects are arranged for them to look beautiful.

			
				[image: ]
				
					Eric’s perfectly imperfect bookshelf, which he made himself, is one of our favorite moments in the Forge House.

				
			
			Snag the Style

			Even if you’re not living in a former bump shop, the Forge House can teach you a lot about how to make any space into a home.

			Go Big

			You can’t talk about this loft without mentioning the cast-iron spiral staircase. Taking center stage, surrounded by filtered light and hanging plants, it also comes with a great story: Eric salvaged it (along with that collection of tiles from Pewabic Pottery, a famed Detroit ceramic studio founded in the beginning of the twentieth century) from a school that was being demolished in the city’s Southwest neighborhood. He needed to disassemble it piece by piece in order to get it into his space; he also reworked the railings with brass and twisty pieces of salvaged metal, and painstakingly removed the purple paint it had once been covered in. But we think all that effort was totally worth it. This stunning staircase is a salvage job, a piece of art, an architectural feature, and a functional way to get from floor to floor, all in one.
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					The bathroom is filled with irreverent details, like colorful salvaged tiles from Pewabic Pottery, a famed Detroit ceramics studio.
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					The warm tone of the stately antique brass bedframe makes the lofted bed feel cozy.
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					Several of the owner’s own works are on display throughout the Forge House.

				
			
			For us, this is a key lesson to take away from the loft: don’t shy away from creating your home on a dramatic, grand scale. Even in smaller and more traditional spaces, an unusual found object or an outsized piece of furniture can become a keystone if you figure out how to cleverly incorporate it into your house. Among other “go big” moments in the Forge House: huge works of art, many made by friends; Eric’s motorcycle parked next to the kitchen, acting like a sculpture that recalls the building’s automotive past; and actual sculptures created by the artist, looking perfectly at home despite their large scale and filling up space in the multistory, open parts of the loft.

			We’re not necessarily suggesting that you put a motorcycle in your living room, but we want the Forge House to inspire you to be bold and not limit yourself to conventional ideas of home and the things you use to furnish and decorate it. If a room is offering you an opportunity for drama, the unexpected, or a major statement, we’d almost always tell you to go for it—especially if the big pieces in question also happen to be objects that bring you joy.

			Get Personal

			Like the spiral staircase, almost every object in the loft has a personal story, whether it’s a hand-me-down, gift, memento, or found object. A trio of barstools once belonged to Eric’s grandfather; much of the art in the space was made by friends; the collar of a dearly departed dog hangs on a wall.

			We like this way of thinking about decorating, like a personal museum of your own life. Though going out and looking for on-theme, color-coordinated art can be fun, it’s way more Throwbacks Home to take stock of what you already have and curate the precious objects that, when put on display, can become works of art. Maybe you can bring your childhood action-figure collection into your stylish adulthood by arranging it on a shelf, or a handmade card from a friend can find a place on your gallery wall. Stop automatically saying no to your relative who’s downsizing and always trying to off-load their stuff on you. At least take a look—you might find something with a story attached that is a beautiful addition to your space.
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				Q + A with Eric

				Q: How does living here suit your lifestyle?

				A: At first it was just practical—it’s that whole “if you want your tools there tomorrow, you better sleep there tonight” thing. It was also nice not having to pay rent in two different places over the years. But the loft is also a showcase for my work. If a potential client wants to get to know who I am, I can bring them here. Ideally, the clients I work with are people who like how I interpret the world. But even if someone doesn’t exactly “get” me or the loft, I think there’s a certain amount of respect for the space—like, “Okay, kid, I see what you’re doing here.”

				Q: What went into making an industrial space the home we see today?

				A: It took about ten years to get the space to how you see it now, and I’d say three of those ten years were hard camping, with just the woodstove and a blanket. Times were tough, and there was no money in the city. It was a huge milestone when I got the floors done, which took another three to four years. There’s something about waking up and walking barefoot to the kitchen to make coffee that makes you feel at home.

				Really, though, making a home takes a lifetime, and even though it’s a lot of work, I feel blessed to have the opportunity to improve this place—not everybody has the ability to do that. I’m very grateful.

				Q: What has surprised you about the process of renovating?

				A: I’m genuinely surprised by how much I’ve enjoyed having a nice bathroom. In fact, I think I would have made it bigger if I’d known how much I’d like it.

				Q: What’s your process for decorating your space?

				A: It’s kind of like that saying that the cobbler’s kids have no shoes—I can make stuff for others, but the process of picking out stuff for me is torturous. At one point an ex-girlfriend set me straight—she was like, How many tables have I seen you make, and we’re eating on a piece of plywood on top of a bucket? I credit her with snapping me out of it and me starting to get my shit together.

				What ties everything together in this space is that it all has a story—they’re heirlooms, things that have gotten handed down, the physical residual from important relationships. I really value using things that have already had a life.
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					A cast-iron spiral staircase, salvaged from a Detroit school that was slated for demolition.

				
			
			Metal

			In interior design, metal often takes a backseat to wood. Heavier and harder to work with, metal is often used as an accent rather than a primary material, but it can have a massive impact. Where wood is soft, organic, and textured, metal is usually sharp, rigid, and smooth, well suited to spaces with a more industrial vibe.

			Still, metal is surprisingly versatile and comes in a wide range of colors—bronze to copper to steel—each with its own feel. Like wood, metal can be painted: we love the extra layers of color and detail paint adds to metal, especially when you find a chipped or rusted piece that’s full of texture.

			Not having the right tools is a barrier to entry when it comes to designing with metal, but metal is so much more adaptable than wood. Metal is flexible and can be bent into shapes that would be impossible for wood. Because metal can be skinny but still retain its strength, it adds unexpected lightness to a space where wood would feel bulky.

			If you want to give a room a more modern, streamlined look, try to incorporate metal, even something as small as chrome cabinet hardware or a brass candlestick. Don’t be afraid to look around and explore different kinds of metal and finishes—choosing a unique metal can totally transform your space.
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					A random selection of salvaged metals in the Woodward Throwbacks warehouse.
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					In the very industrial Forge House, a variety of metals mix: the golden glow of an Art Deco light fixture adds warmth, while the solid, steel, salvaged spiral staircase anchors the room.
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					Underneath the kitchen sink in the Raw and Refined house, we incorporated a piece of textured metal that was formerly part of the facade of an old diner.
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					More metal on metal in the Forge House: smooth chrome boomerang-shaped handles brighten utilitarian metal cabinets, making them more inviting to touch and open.
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					In the Garage House, the well-worn and chipped metal of the spiral staircase contrasts with the white walls and otherwise more polished space.
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					The brass faucet and handles in the Dreamy House’s kitchen, handmade in Morocco, show just how warm and rustic metal can feel.
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					There's a mixture of metals here: cast-iron legs give our Ella dining table an industrial feel; a metal-and-glass room divider defines the space without blocking light; and brass light fixtures and cabinet hardware add a little class.

				
			
		

	
		
			Designers: Bo and Kyle

			Milwaukee Junction

			The Loft House
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			This nineteenth-century brick building is in Milwaukee Junction, a neighborhood named for its proximity to the intersection of several once-prominent railway systems. With such convenient access to train lines, this former industrial hub is full of beautiful brick warehouses, many of which are now being converted into that quintessential rustic and modern residence, the loft.

			We were hired as designers to give this loft—composed of one long, wide-open room, with huge windows and lots of exposed brick—a facelift. It was a great opportunity to continue to prove one of our core concepts—that a sleek and beautiful product can be made mostly (or completely!) with salvaged materials. This renovation is also the story of a multiyear love affair with one amazing piece of furniture.
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			Favorite Moments

			The elephant in this room is without a doubt the massive, deep-red cabinet unit in the kitchen, accented with beautiful brass hardware. This piece would be stunning even if it didn’t have a history, but it happens to have a great salvaging backstory.

			This unit came from Detroit Hardware, a historic, woman-owned hardware store that was just short of one hundred years old when it sadly closed in 2018. When we heard the store was closing, we decided to stop by—and were floored to see all of the original hardware display units were still there and intact.

			It took awhile for the owners to warm up to us. We spent some time helping to clean the place up, sweeping, taking out the trash. We wanted them to know we genuinely cared about their story and the history of their space. Being able to cultivate that sense of community only made the unit we were able to salvage feel that much more special.

			The cabinet sat in our garage for about three years while we waited for the perfect opportunity to use such a unique and powerful piece; we didn’t want to settle. When we saw this massive open space, we knew that the unit’s time had finally come. The kicker? Detroit Hardware used to be just down the street from the building where the cabinets now live. It felt like we were bringing the piece back home.

			We put in a ton of work to make sure that the cabinets not only looked beautiful but also were a functional part of a modern kitchen. We extended the unit to integrate a sink and a fridge, and built all new trim profiles from scratch to perfectly blend everything in. The stone countertops were salvaged from Detroit’s Marygrove College, which shut its doors in 2019. The result looks like a custom, high-end built-in—but not many kitchens can boast a 14-foot-long, hundred-year-old hardware display cabinet with a history deeply rooted in their city.

			The other thing that makes this space is the metal-and-glass room divider. Roominess is part of a loft’s appeal, but a long, open-concept room—just floors and brick walls—can present a design
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			Snag the Style

			
			Trust Your Gut
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			Find Your Keystone
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			Built-ins as a Base

			
			
			
			
				Q + A with Bo + Kyle
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			Hutches and Cabinets
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			More Tips on Secondhand Shopping

			If you take anything from this book, we want it to be that there are no rules to great design made with reclaimed materials: it’s all about getting out there, digging into the shelves at your local antique stores and garage sales, finding something you love, and running with it. We want your space to look like you, so telling you exactly where to go or what to buy would be the last thing on our minds.

			That said, throughout the book, we tried to specify where a standout piece was picked up whenever possible, and made a point of name-dropping working artists in case you fall in love with their work and want to hit them up (we hope you do!). We mentioned a few brands and makers we come back to again and again. And we compiled this cheat sheet of how to get started with secondhand shopping. With these tools, we hope you’ll go forth with confidence and inspiration. We can’t wait to see what you create.

			Where to Pick

			Local Stores

			Secondhand and resale shops, seemingly ubiquitous no matter where you live, are the obvious places to start. But you can get so used to these often-unassuming storefronts, sometimes found in anonymous strip malls, that it can take some practice to keep your eyes open to the wonders they can hold.

			By local stores, we mean everything from antique shops and malls, to vintage and thrift stores, consignment and resale shops, even salvage yards. Each will sell different types of goods—from furniture to clothing and tchotchkes to old tiles and ornamental trim. But odds are you’ll find some treasures no matter what, especially if you’re willing to dig.

			When in doubt, you can literally just open the map app on your phone, key in “antiques,” and see what comes up. It’s a fun thing to do with an open Saturday afternoon or even while you’re traveling. Watch out—antiquing can become a habit real quick.

			Garage and Estate Sales

			Making a great find at these less permanent resale events is more of a crapshoot, and takes willingness to pull over or go a bit off course when you see a sign on the side of the road. But being open to spontaneity can pay off—these are the places you can find some real deals, because the people running the sales are often very motivated to sell.

			You can be a little more diligent about shopping garage and estate sales by looking them up online. Estate sales in particular tend to advertise in advance online, sometimes even with a preview of what will be on offer.

			Antique Fairs

			At these annual or semiannual gatherings, vendors are bringing their best finds to one place. Don’t necessarily expect to get bargains—antique sellers tend to schlep the special stuff to these events.

			Search online to find antique fairs, or ask local picker friends or antique shop owners which are their favorites. Once you’ve made a weekend out of a trip to one of these festivals, you can officially consider yourself an antiquer.

			Don’t Forget the Internet

			Some of our favorite places to look are Facebook Marketplace, Chairish, 1stDibs, and eBay; you can even still find some good stuff on Craigslist these days. Chairish and 1stDibs tend to be more curated but also more expensive (try making a lowball offer); do be aware of potential scams on Facebook Marketplace.

			Sure, you still have to put in the time when browsing the internet for thrifted finds, but at least you’ll be doing it in your pajamas from your couch.
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