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Introduction


Within the boundaries of the state of Texas can be found an impressive array of physical and cultural phenomena that exist nowhere else in America. Take environments and landscapes, for example. No other state can boast the combination of coastal regions, mountain ranges, plains, deserts, pine forests, oak-hickory forests, swamplands, brush country, and more.


And cultures. The representatives of the different cultures that make up the diversity and personality of Texas and that contributed to its success and progress over the generations include American Indians, Spanish, Mexican, French, African, German, British, Scots-Irish, Czech, Asian, and dozens of others. So great are the numbers and contributions of these various cultures that an entire building was constructed to house the examples and the history behind each. It is called the Institute of Texan Cultures and is located in San Antonio.


Texas has served as a hearth for musical styles and stylists that are known and revered around the world, including performers of blues, rock, country and western, conjunto, and classical. So innovative and captivating are the blend of Lone Star songwriters and performers that they have given rise to what many regard as a singular genre called Texas Music.


Texas can boast of an endless and variety-filled list of other claims, among them more than a dozen professional sports teams, dozens of colleges and universities, award-winning poets and writers, and actors.


Among the numerous features that Texas can lay claim to is that it is home to a number of baffling mysteries that have long confounded investigators, as well as the public, some for more than a century. A number of these mysteries involve outlaws. Texas has been the birthplace of noted outlaws such as John Wesley Hardin, Black Jack Ketchum, Bill Longley, and more. Others have made Texas their home or had noteworthy appearances and experiences as they were passing through. These include Sam Bass, Jesse James, Billy the Kid, John Wilkes Booth, Butch Cassidy, and others. In their wake, a number of these outlaws left behind mysteries that continue to attract the attention of researchers, investigators, and the curious. Some may be surprised at the connection between Texas and Billy the Kid, as well as John Wilkes Booth, but both of these desperados left their imprint as well as a number of lingering mysteries.


It has been said that Texas has more lost mines and buried treasures per square mile than any other state. Many of these are well documented, several have been found, but many remain elusive, continuing to lure hopeful treasure hunters, tempting them to solve the mysteries surrounding them.


Tales of hauntings around the United States are numerous, well into the tens of thousands, and most of them are simply that— tales that have been handed down over the years that have become part and parcel of the folk culture that spawned them. But in Texas, there are several recorded hauntings that have profoundly affected the citizens, hauntings that have been witnessed and experienced by hundreds yet continue to elude explanation.


And there are more. There is profound evidence of the visitation, if not settlement, of a pre-Columbian Iberian culture in Texas. That they were here is not in doubt. What became of these early explorers remains one of Texas’s unsolved mysteries.


And what of the alleged UFO that crashed on the morning of April 19, 1897, in Aurora, Texas, and the alleged alien remains that were recovered? Did it really happen, or was it a hoax? The evidence is well documented, but the interpretation of such is debated and fought over today.


Spirited arguments and fistfights have erupted over interpreting the manner in which the American hero Davy Crockett met his end at the Alamo. Did he die bravely, fighting off attacking forces until the last? Or was he captured and executed, begging for his life to the end as the firing squad took aim. Or, as some claim, was Crockett taken prisoner, carried deep into Mexico, and forced to labor the remainder of his life in the silver mines?


These and other unsolved mysteries of Texas have been gathered together here. The ones selected for this book have attracted the attention of researchers for decades, and swelling bodies of evidence for each have been compiled. Absolute solutions to these mysteries, however, remain elusive. This fact only whets our appetite to learn more, to fathom the complexities associated with each, and perhaps to try to solve them. They confuse us, perplex us, and occasionally drive us mad trying to decipher them.


We love our mysteries. We crave them for any number of reasons. They challenge us, they dare us to solve them, they even taunt us in their elusiveness. They sometimes drive us to distraction. In the end, they always entertain.





OUTLAWS




CHAPTER 1


The Five Graves of Billy the Kid


History is filled with examples of individuals, both prominent and relatively unknown, who have died, were buried, then disinterred and buried again. The reasons for such are varied: relocation to a family cemetery, graveyard relocation as a result of rising waters from a reservoir project, and more. Less common are examples of individuals who have been interred three times in different locations. As unlikely as it seems, it has occurred from time to time. A search of the historical record yielded information that at least one individual was associated with four burial places, which was apparently the record for such things until recently, when it was revealed that one historical figure has been linked to five graves.


As improbable as it seems, the five graves are associated with outlaw Billy the Kid, who is known to have had three graves in New Mexico and two in Texas. Where his body currently rests, however, is a mystery.


Billy the Kid is arguably the most famous outlaw in American history. His story has been told in hundreds of books, thousands of articles, several films, and dozens of television documentaries. In spite of the many treatments of the life of Billy the Kid, all of them virtually the same, there remain numerous mysterious and questionable elements of his life that have attracted the attention of professional researchers and investigators. They include his date and place of birth, the number of men he is credited with killing, his alleged death in 1881 at the hands of Sheriff Pat Garrett, and more. Among the mysteries is the question of where Billy the Kid is actually buried and why he is associated with five gravesites.


Hamilton, Texas, is located on the northern fringe of the Texas Hill Country, an area of rolling landscape, some open land given over to grazing, mixed forest, cedars prominent. Cattle graze throughout. Driving north on Texas State Highway 281 from the town of Hamilton, population 3,100, one encounters the Oakwood Cemetery on the east side of the road just moments before leaving the city limits. It is a county cemetery yet is maintained by the city. Near the shoulder of the road and wedged in between other head-stones is a prominently displayed gravesite that proclaims “William Henry Roberts aka Billy the Kid, Born 31 December 1859, Died 27 December 1950.” This odd feature likely comes as a surprise to the vast majority of Americans who long believed that the burial site for this famous outlaw was located just outside of Fort Sumner, New Mexico, on a terrace above the Pecos River and adjacent to a commercial enterprise labeled the “Billy the Kid Museum.”




To further complicate matters, the aforementioned New Mexico grave and the Texas grave represent fewer than half of the burial places associated with Billy the Kid. Mysteries abound: Why so many gravesites? Who was William Henry Roberts? What is the truth?


As it turns out, much, if not most, of what the public knows about the outlaw Billy the Kid is based on material presented in an 1882 publication attributed to Sheriff Pat Garrett, the man who took credit for killing the Kid. This oft-referred to and oft-quoted book that carries the ponderous title of The Authentic Life of Billy, the Kid: The Noted Desperado of the Southwest, Whose Deeds of Daring and Blood Have Made His Name a Terror in New Mexico, Arizona, and Northern Mexico is filled with lies, false information, and misrepresentations. Author Frederick Nolan refers to the publication as “a farrago of nonsense” that “has been responsible for every single one of the myths perpetuated about Billy the Kid.” The book, says Nolan, contains “many inaccuracies, evasions, and even untruths.” Yet it is from this very book that uncountable researchers and so-called scholars have derived their information about the outlaw.


Garrett, who in truth wrote far less than half of the book if any of it at all, was a drunk, a philanderer, a debtor, an adulterer, a con man, and a politician. He was also a pathological liar. Most, if not all, of the book was written by Garrett’s alcoholic friend Ashmon Upson, who was known to substitute truth for fantasy. In the end, Authentic Life has no credibility whatsoever, nor do any of the publications that have relied on it for source material. The life of the famous outlaw as it has been presented over the years is largely myth. The reality is somewhat different; the truth of Billy the Kid is no less exciting and compelling than the myth.


Research indicates that the body of Billy the Kid was likely never interred in at least three, and perhaps four, of the graves where he is thought to be buried. Such a mystery cum conundrum invites investigation into the reasons behind these bizarre circumstances.


The most well-known gravesite linked to Billy the Kid is located on a terrace above the floodplain of the Pecos River in the area of Fort Sumner, New Mexico. Behind the Billy the Kid Museum/Gift Shop can be found a cemetery, near the middle of which is a fenced enclosure containing a single headstone that reads “PALS” at the top, followed by the name of three individuals allegedly entombed there: Tom O’Folliard, Charlie Bowdre, and William H. Bonney, alias Billy the Kid, along with the dates of their deaths. “O’Folliard” and Bowdre were close companions of the Kid, and both were slain by law enforcement officers. “O’Folliard’s” real name was Thomas O. Folliard, according to genealogical and census records. Historians simply got his name wrong. And the name “William H. Bonney” was one of several aliases assumed by the outlaw Billy the Kid.


This particular gravesite is not the one where a man, identified by Sheriff Pat Garrett as the outlaw Billy the Kid, was buried. The first burial site was in the original Fort Sumner Cemetery, and the burial was conducted under mysterious circumstances.


After Garrett shot the man he claimed was Billy the Kid, he was contradicted by one of his two deputies on the spot. The second deputy stated years later that the man slain by Garrett was not the Kid. Further, within minutes of the killing, Fort Sumner citizens were whispering about the notion that Garrett had killed the wrong man. The dead man was, they insisted, not the fugitive outlaw but a man similar in appearance. During a 1914 interview, Fort Sumner resident Arthur Hyde stated that it was not Billy the Kid who was shot by Garrett but a young Mexican who looked like him. Whatever the truth, Garrett, instead of posing for photographs with the deceased as was common practice of the day, especially for a man with a large ego, decided to have the body interred as fast as possible. This was an unusual practice, and researchers have wondered about the haste in which the burial proceeded. Could it be that Garrett did not want anyone to positively identify the body as someone other than Billy the Kid? It would seem so.


Before being transported to the cemetery, the body of the dead man was dressed in burial garb and placed in a hastily constructed wooden casket. Though difficult to verify, there is a possibility that only two or three people other than Garrett and his deputies ever saw the body of the deceased. One of them stated in print that the dead man was not Billy the Kid.


Author Leon C. Metz, in his book Pat Garrett: The Story of a Western Lawman, posits the possibility that passing off any body as that of Billy the Kid could easily have been done. Garrett could then petition for the reward as well as the honor and prestige that went with killing the Southwest’s most noted outlaw.


Another Fort Sumner resident, John Graham, along with a Mexican helper, was sent by Garrett to the old cemetery to dig a grave shortly after the shooting. Incredibly, the cemetery was located on the floodplain of the Pecos River, a stream that was known to flood from time to time during spring rains, the rising waters extending hundreds of feet out from the banks. Most of the graves in the cemetery, twenty-six to be exact, belonged to soldiers. The grave that was later excavated for the body of the man Garrett claimed was Billy the Kid was located only a few feet from the river. Because of the controversy over whether or not Garrett actually killed the Kid, he had it dug up a year later so he could verify that it was him. Garrett was the only person who observed the remains.


In a March 1980 article that appeared in True West magazine, writer Ben W. Kemp, who interviewed Graham, who was his uncle, stated that Graham related that when the wagon carrying the casket of the man killed by Garrett arrived, it was accompanied by an armed guard “with strict orders to see that no one opened it to see what was inside.” The word used was what not who. Four pallbearers accompanied the casket: Vicente Otero, Yginio Salazar, Jesus Silva, and Charlie Foor. The what becomes a bit clearer on learning that Joseph Wood, a man who assisted with the body and the casket, insisted to his dying day that the coffin contained not a man but a side of beef.


Regardless of who or what was in the casket, a wooden marker was placed at the head of the grave identifying it as that of Billy the Kid. Over the years, the marker was used as target practice by drunk soldiers, who eventually reduced it to splinters. In 1906, the remains of those buried in the original Fort Sumner cemetery were later disinterred and reburied in the Santa Fe National Cemetery. According to a 1938 interview with Carolotta Baca published in They Knew Billy the Kid, very few people in Fort Sumner knew the exact location of the gravesite after so many years had passed.






To complicate matters regarding the original Fort Sumner cemetery, it must be noted that during the past century and a half, the nearby Pecos River has flooded on a number of occasions. High-velocity floodwaters were observed and recorded carrying away headstones and markers, along with coffins and their contents. By the 1930s, as a result of the floodwaters, little was left of the cemetery that was recognizable. In 1937, the four pallbearers who carried the casket to the site in 1881were still alive and living in Fort Sumner. They were assembled at the old cemetery and asked to agree on the original location. They were unable to do so, each man selecting a different site. Finally, they agreed on compromise by placing a marker in the approximate center of the four different selections. This was the second “grave” of Billy the Kid. According to George E. Kaiser, there was another major flood in 1943 that washed away the newer marker.


Thus, a handful of mysteries have resulted: Where was the original location of the gravesite of the man Garrett claimed was Billy the Kid? Where was the second? And who or what was originally interred? No one knows.


Years later a “new” Billy the Kid gravesite was established by Fort Sumner officials on the first terrace above the Pecos River floodplain and a few hundred yards from the river itself. The story that accompanied this new burial place was that the Kid’s body was reinterred to the new location in New Mexico. Here, a headstone was erected, a museum cum gift shop constructed nearby, and signs erected on Highway 84 to the north announcing the location of the gravesite of America’s most famous outlaw to tourists. What was supposedly buried beneath the tombstone, if anything, was anybody’s guess.


In 1951, the headstone was stolen. The thief was unidentified, and the marker was “lost” for twenty-six years before it was finally recovered in Granbury, Texas, and replaced at the alleged burial site in New Mexico. In February 1981, the headstone was stolen again but was recovered four days later in Huntington Beach, California. After it was returned to the Fort Sumner Cemetery, it was set in concrete. Because some visitors to the gravesite had a penchant for chipping away pieces of the headstone to take home as a souvenir, the marker was dug up, a layer of concrete poured over the graves, a new tombstone erected, and an iron fence constructed around it.


During the late 1990s, a private detective who specialized in mysteries of the Old West became interested in what might, or might not, lie beneath the newer Fort Sumner gravesite. He harbored doubts that it was the outlaw. There existed doubts among many researchers that one of the bodies was that of Billy the Kid, as advertised by the New Mexico tourist bureau and the city of Fort Sumner. The detective examined the possibility of disinterring the remains, obtaining DNA, and applying the results to his ongoing investigations of the Kid, the Lincoln County War, and more. He met with Fort Sumner mayor Raymond Lopez, explained his objectives, and promised to keep Lopez in the loop regarding his objectives. Lopez professed keen interest in the idea, and his head was filled with visions of large flocks of tourists descending on his town and spending money freely at the motels, gas stations, and cafés. The town of Fort Sumner was, and is, in large part dependent on tourism related to the notion that Billy the Kid is buried nearby. When the detective approached Lopez again about an excavation of the gravesite, the mayor did an immediate about-face and suddenly grew hostile to the project. Did Lopez know something about the grave that he didn’t want revealed? Or did he fear that if the detective found evidence that the Kid was not buried at this location that it might have an adverse effect on tourism?


The government of the state of New Mexico, from the office of the governor on down to city officials, has fought hard over the years to keep the myths and legends of Billy the Kid alive, including the notion that the outlaw is buried at Fort Sumner. They have, in fact, initiated a number of attempts to thwart various quests for the truth. Politics provides for an additional layer of drama and cover-up to the Billy the Kid gravesite story.


During the detective’s initial phase of his investigation, then New Mexico governor Bill Richardson thought he could get some political mileage out of the activity. The governor even assigned the state medical investigator to the case. After listening to the detective lay out his theories and plans, the medical appointee, Dr. Debra Komar, traveled to Fort Sumner to examine what the state proclaimed to be the “Official Grave of Billy the Kid.”


Komar excavated the gravesite. Whatever she found, the state of New Mexico wanted it covered up. She did not respond to calls or messages from the detective, refusing to communicate with him at all. The investigator suspected interference from higher levels of government, so he went into action. On January 20, 2004, Komar appeared in court in response to a subpoena.


Under oath and in response to direct questions, Komar admitted she traveled to the Fort Sumner Cemetery “on behalf of the state of New Mexico.” She stated that her reception by city officials was hostile. When asked why she ceased all communications with the investigator, she responded that, on orders from above, “I was not allowed to.” On the stand, Komar was asked if she believed Billy the Kid was buried at the Fort Sumner Cemetery. She replied, “I don’t know. I have reason to suspect perhaps not.”


What, if anything, did Komar find beneath the headstone? And why was such information withheld? The answers to those questions may have come to light seven months before her trip to Fort Sumner. The detective learned that on June 17, 2003, David Bailey, an ex-mayor of Fort Sumner, provided information that the medical investigator’s office and the state of New Mexico desperately wanted kept secret. On that day, Bailey told then DeBaca County sheriff Gary Graves that he, the sheriff, needed to do something to stop the detective’s investigation because “we know what’s in that grave.”


It was subsequently learned that, weeks earlier, Bailey and a companion had taken it upon themselves to travel to the gravesite, breach the iron fence that enclosed it, and conduct an excavation. What did they find? Nothing. There were no remains whatsoever under the headstone denoting the grave of Billy the Kid.


This tale brings us to the state of Texas. In 1948, the identity of an elderly man living in the small town of Hico, Hamilton County, Texas, was revealed by paralegal William V. Morrison to be that of the outlaw Billy the Kid. He had been going by the name of Ollie L. Roberts, one of several aliases he used throughout his life. Others included Henry McCarty, Henry Antrim, and William Bonney. Though the old man denied the charge at first, subsequent in-depth investigation proved otherwise. His true story, as well as complete details relative to substantiating his identity, are found in Billy the Kid: Beyond the Grave (Jameson, 2005) and Billy the Kid: Investigating History’s Mysteries (Jameson, 2018).


The startling findings presented in these books were attacked and criticized by some who claimed to be experts on Billy the Kid, but none came forward with even a scintilla of evidence to disprove any of them. As time passed, even more evidence was found that supported the findings. Invitations to these “experts” to participate in William Henry Roberts as Billy the Kid debates on television and in newspapers were turned down.


William Henry Roberts aka Billy the Kid passed away on December 27, 1950, from a heart episode on a Hico street while walking to the post office. For much of the last couple of decades of his life, he lived on welfare. He died penniless and was buried in the paupers’ section of the Oakwood Cemetery of Hamilton, twenty- one miles to the south. This was Billy the Kid’s fourth grave. His headstone was a simple one. He was interred under the name he had gone by for several years—Ollie L. Roberts. It was an alias he appropriated from a cousin who died years earlier at a remote location in the West. The dead outlaw’s real name, according to his own testimony and genealogical records, was William Henry Roberts.
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Headstone of Ollie L. Roberts aka Billy the Kid in the Oakwood Cemetery, Hamilton, Texas


Author’s collection



During the 1990s, when it became clear that the evidence for Roberts being Billy the Kid was overwhelming, the town leaders of Hamilton, as with those in Fort Sumner earlier, decided to cash in on the connection. The problem was that the gravesite was in a distant portion of the Oakwood Cemetery and among a set of markers that were rarely visited. To counteract this inconvenience, the city of Hamilton decision-makers decided to make the gravesite of the famous outlaw more accessible. They placed a phony one near the shoulder of State Highway 281 within easy view of passing motorists. The City of Hamilton website touts this grave as the “real” resting place of Billy the Kid. It is the fifth grave associated with the famous outlaw.


Sometime during the first decade of the 2000s, the aforementioned detective, along with the author, traveled to the town of Hamilton, arranged for a meeting with the mayor and town council, and requested permission to disinter the remains of William Henry Roberts in order to obtain DNA samples for analysis. His request was flatly rejected with no reason given. The investigator explained to the assembled elected officials that if the DNA analysis proved once and for all that Roberts was indeed Billy the Kid, the town would benefit immensely from this connection, that people would arrive in this peaceful Texas town, stay in motels, purchase gas, and more. Despite his plea, he was turned down. During a meeting that lasted a bit more than an hour, it became clear that the city officials of Hamilton did not want the grave excavated because, as with the Billy the Kid gravesite at Fort Sumner, they knew there was nothing beneath the headstone. The Hamilton roadside gravesite, though symbolic, is a fake.


And what of the 1950 gravesite for William Henry Roberts in Hamilton? During the early 1990s, the headstone was easily located. Shortly after the book Billy the Kid: Beyond the Grave was released in 1995, the original grave marker disappeared, and the substitute marker next to the highway was erected. The official line of the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce and area retailers is that the recent headstone is the “real” one. When confronted with the evidence in the book, however, they confessed to the ruse.


What has become of the first headstone for Roberts aka Billy the Kid? No one admits to knowing.


Somewhere
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