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INTRODUCTION

Honored as Billboard’s greatest country singer of all time, Dolly Parton is a global superstar. Yet her fame extends far beyond her musical achievements. A canny businesswoman, generous philanthropist, and fabulous style icon, she is also a gifted wordsmith.

Behind the flamboyant wigs, high heels, and world acclaim is a woman who remains grounded in faith and family. Her wisdom – shaped by her “dirt-poor” beginnings, unwavering self-belief, down-to-earth humor, and capacity for understanding and forgiveness – continues to inspire and resonate across generations. Dolly’s voice doesn’t just sell records, it speaks through the way she smiles, lives, and loves. As she says, “I may look fake, but I’m real where it counts.”

Dolly’s philosophy is simple: dream big, stay true to who you are, and treat others with respect and kindness. She reminds us that living a meaningful life isn’t about looking or being perfect – all you need are courage, heart, empathy, and a bit of grit. (Though, as Dolly would say, a little lipstick never hurts!)

Throughout these pages, you’ll discover delightful Dollyisms from across the singer’s 60-year career (and counting). She shows us that confidence begins inside, that giving is one of life’s greatest pleasures, that authenticity matters more than perfection, and that practicing gratitude brings real joy.

Dolly’s quips and sayings have traveled far beyond her Smoky Mountain roots to be celebrated around the world. Witty, wise, and full of warmth, they are the perfect pick-me up. This book gathers that spirit so that you can carry a little Dolly wisdom wherever life takes you. Her words will encourage you, bring a smile to your face, and remind you to “leave something good in every day.”





Chapter One Dream Big

As a child, Dolly used to imagine the chickens in the yard were her fans; today, she is one of the world’s best-loved celebrities.

Dolly has always held that dreams are worth chasing – no matter how small or humble your beginnings.

When you dare to dream boldly and shine openly, you don’t just change your life – you inspire others to rise and sparkle too.





[image: Open quotation]

They say if you can dream it, you can have it.

[image: Close quotation]

Post on X, November 19, 2025



[image: Open quotation]

‘If ye have faith, even as much as a single seed of mustard, ye shall be able to move mountains.’ I took that to heart. In my particular case, it might have said, ‘Ye shall move from the mountains’ or even ‘Ye shall grow mountains and parlay them into a huge career.’

[image: Close quotation]

Dolly: My Life and Other Unfinished Business, 1994




For decades, Dolly Parton has played on her blonde bombshell image, but she’s certainly nobody’s fool.

She’s sold over 100 million records worldwide, launched a business empire, and set up the Dollywood Foundation and its Imagination Library – a testament to her talent, perseverance, and grit.





[image: Open quotation]

I know people make fun of me. All these years, people think the joke has been on me, but it’s actually been on the public. I know exactly what I’m doing… I make more jokes about myself than anybody.

[image: Close quotation]

Interview with Barbara Walters, 1977
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I prayed my dreams. Lived and breathed ’em too. Maybe that’s why it never occurred to me they might not come true.

[image: Close quotation]

Classic Country Music, June 2, 2025
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Being a star just means that you just find your own special place, and that you shine where you are.

[image: Close quotation]

Country Living, July 30, 2023



[image: Open quotation]

After you reach a certain age, they think you’re over. Well, I will never be over. I’ll be making records if I have to sell them out of the trunk of my car. I’ve done that in my past, and I’d do it again.

[image: Close quotation]

British Vogue, January 19, 2022
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People say, ‘Well, you’re going to be 80 years old.’ Well, so what? Look at all I’ve done in 80 years. I feel like I’m just getting started.

[image: Close quotation]

On growing old gracefully, People, November 12, 2025
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I always had something inside me that believed I had something important to do. I didn’t know exactly what that was.

[image: Close quotation]

Dolly Parton, Songteller: My Life in Lyrics, 2020



[image: Open quotation]

I look back on all that now, and I realize this helped to build my character. It helped me build my own strength. So even the bad times were good. There were good times as well as bad times. But that’s how memories are made, and that’s why I’m sitting here today.

[image: Close quotation]

Reflecting on her childhood, Dolly Parton, Songteller: My Life in Lyrics, 2020
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If your actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream more, learn more, do more, and become more, then you are an excellent leader.

[image: Close quotation]

The Most important Thing I Know, 1997



[image: Open quotation]

When I was growing up in the hills of East Tennessee, I knew my dreams would come true. I know there are children in your community with their own dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister… The seeds of these dreams are often found in books, and the seeds you help plant in your community can grow across the world.

[image: Close quotation]

Reflecting on the importance of books, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
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I’m not going to limit myself just because people won’t accept the fact that I can do something else.

[image: Close quotation]

British Vogue, January 19, 2022



[image: Open quotation]

I just really love being a woman. And I think everybody should be able to be proud of who they are and use their own strengths and their own talents and be recognized for that.

[image: Close quotation]

Interview with Adam Grant, TED Talks, April 5, 2022




Dolly Parton’s “Q Score” – which measures the appeal of celebrity brands – is one of the highest in the world, with one of the lowest negative ratings.

She credits her success to hard work, self-belief, and staying true to herself.
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I’ll fall on my face, but I can get up. I’ll fall on my butt now and then, but I’ll still get up, and I’ll try whatever.

[image: Close quotation]

On taking chances in life, The New Yorker, December 3, 2023



[image: Open quotation]

I always wanted to be a star and I wanted my dreams to come true, and they did, and there’s always a dream within a dream within a dream. ’Cause as I often say… I’ve dreamed myself into a corner, meaning my dreams have come true so I have to keep them alive. Everything kind of springs off, it’s like a tree with deep roots and many branches and many leaves.

[image: Close quotation]

Interview with Adam Grant, TED Talks, April 5, 2022
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Don’t get so busy making a living that you forget to make a life.

[image: Close quotation]

British Vogue, January 19, 2022



[image: Open quotation]

Dreams are of no value if they’re not equipped with wings.

[image: Close quotation]

Post on X, August 8, 2025



[image: Open quotation]

You’ll never do a whole lot unless you’re brave enough to try.

[image: Close quotation]

Post on Instagram, January 17, 2025



[image: Open quotation]

I don’t like to make mistakes, but… it’s best you just pick it up, turn it into something positive… In all the years I’ve been in concert, sometimes the best part of my show is when I’ve messed up – people know you’re human…

[image: Close quotation]

Interview with Adam Grant, TED Talks, April 5, 2022



[image: Open quotation]

I’m still dreaming, still dreaming big, still got new dreams to dream, and new dreams I hope to come true. I just love the music, I just love to write, love to perform, and I hope to be doing this until I keel over dead in about 30 years.

[image: Close quotation]

Looking to the future, www.grammy.com, December 3, 2014





Chapter Two Heart and Higher Power

Dolly maintains that she has always been guided by two steady forces – her strong faith, and what she knows to be right and true in her heart. She believes love is the greatest calling and that a higher power lights the path in dark times.

Central to her life are kindness, compassion, and gratitude – and the belief that through God “all things are possible.”





[image: Open quotation]

I just depend on a lot of prayer and meditation. I believe that without God I am nobody, but that with God, I can do anything.

[image: Close quotation]

Interview with Roger Ebert, December 7, 1980



[image: Open quotation]

Every single day, before I do anything, I wake up and I thank God for the night and ask him to bless the day and to bring all the right things… all the wrong people out of my life, and bring all the right stuff in. And just to guide me, lead me. And I always pray that he’ll let me uplift mankind and glorify him.

[image: Close quotation]

Marie Claire, December 7, 2020
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Storms make trees take deeper roots.

[image: Close quotation]

metro.co.uk, December 11, 2019
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If you don’t like the road you’re walking, start paving another one.

[image: Close quotation]

Country Living, July 30, 2023




Dolly was married to Carl Dean for 60 years, until his death in March 2025.

Their relationship began after they met outside a laundromat in Nashville, with Carl later revealing his first thought was, “I’m gonna marry that girl.”






Dolly attributes the success of their long marriage to loyalty, patience, and mutual respect.

She accepted Carl’s desire to
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“If you want the rainbow,
you gotta put up with the rain.”






