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Preface

 


The essay that
follows was submitted as an entry in 1997 for The Calvin and Rose G
Hoffman Prize for Distinguished Publication on Christopher
Marlowe.

 


I first heard
of Calvin Hoffman in 1983 following a series of news articles
published in the UK Guardian newspaper. Calvin Hoffman was at that
time 75 and a retired American theatre critic. He was in the UK to
further investigations into his belief that far from being killed
in a pub brawl in Deptford in 1593 Christopher Marlowe was helped
out of the country and from a place of exile continued to write
plays which were published and performed under the authorship of
William Shakespeare.

 


Calvin Hoffman
had written a book published in 1955 entitled ‘The Man who was
Shakespeare’ which owed a lot to the investigations of J Leslie
Hotson and his own book published in 1925 entitled ‘The Death of
Christopher Marlowe’.

 


The purpose of
his visit was to try and locate papers in the Walsingham family
vault in St Nicholas Church, Chislehurst Common, Kent. He believed
that documents had been buried with Sir Thomas Walsingham who was
Marlowe’s patron that might include originals of all Shakespeare’s
plays or some previously unpublished works of Marlowe. He had been
granted permission in 1956 but had found the top of the tomb empty.
He was unable to enter the vaults below as the church had not given
permission for a deep search.

 


But the latest
attempt at a detailed search had to be called off as the vaults
were considered too cramped for researchers to reach the crushed
Elizabethan coffins believed to be at the bottom.

 


Calvin
Hoffman’s research was not restricted to England. He had received
notes from a journalist friend that stated that a sixteenth century
resident of Padua, Italy called Petro Basconi had left papers
stating that an English writer by the name of Marlowe had lived
with him as a recluse until dying in 1627.

 


The notes added
that the writer ‘had to leave England’. They were passed down the
Basconi family and were said to have been shown during the
eighteenth century to a British Ambassador to Italy who said that
he was ‘afraid to tamper with a matter so dear to the English
heart’.

 


Unfortunately
Calvin Hoffman did not know where in Padua to start looking.

 


What he did do
was to establish a trust fund administered by King’s School,
Canterbury where Marlowe had attended to provide the prize for an
annual essay. The prize would be awarded to the essay ‘which in
the opinion of The King’s School most convincingly authoritatively
and informatively examines and discusses in depth the life and
works of Christopher Marlowe and the authorship of the plays and
poems now commonly attributed to William Shakespeare with
particular regard to the possibility that Christopher Marlowe wrote
some or all of those plays and poems or made some inspirational
creative or compositional contributions towards the authorship of
them’.

 


There were
other clauses in the trust deed about how the whole of the fund
should be allocated in the event that King’s School received
absolute proof that the works of William Shakespeare were totally
the work of Christopher Marlowe.

 


I found this
whole thing fascinating although it took about 14 years from
reading about Calvin Hoffman to writing an essay. There are many
claimants to the Shakespeare canon but the possibility that
Marlowe’s death was faked forcing him into exile was the most
interesting scenario.

 


The idea that
Marlowe is the author of Shakespeare has been derided as fanciful
by many Elizabethan scholars. This is being written in May, 2012
(but see paragraphs below added 2016) and the possibility that
Shakespeare had at least one collaborator has been enforced by
research by Professor Laurie Maguire and Dr Emma
Smith from Oxford University's English faculty

 


Thomas
Middleton has been revealed as the most likely co-author of Alls
Well That Ends Well, according to in-depth analysis of the play's
vocabulary, rhyming, style and grammar.

Professor Laurie Maguire says the latest literary research
shows groups of writers working together on plays. "The picture
that's emerging is of much more collaboration," said Prof Maguire.
"We need to think of it more as a film studio with teams of
writers."

Prof Maguire
continued to assert that a majority of plays written in this era
had more than one writer - but the iconic status of Shakespeare has
meant a reluctance to consider his work in this way. She says she
is "very confident" that there is "a second hand" in the authorship
of the play.

 


Plays were
written quickly and for a commercial audience - and there were
often stables of writers who worked together to produce a play.
Writers within these teams had specialised roles she says, such as
people who were particularly good at writing plots.

Prof Maguire added that the cultural reverence for Shakespeare
- so-called "bardolatry" - has helped to support the idea of the
playwright as a creative genius, producing his works in isolation.
(Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-17828729).

In a much later twist to this
speculation about multiple authorship a story was reported in most
popular newspapers in October 2016 that using old-fashioned
scholarship and 21st-century computerised tools to analyse texts a
team of international scholars had established that Shakespeare’s
collaboration with other playwrights was far more extensive than
has been realised until now.

Christopher Marlowe’s hand in parts of the Henry VI
plays has been suspected since the 18th century but this marks the
first prominent billing in an edition of Shakespeare’s collected
works.

The two dramatists will appear jointly on each of
the three title pages in the latest edition of the New Oxford
Shakespeare, a landmark project to be published in October
2016.

There is then
some base for thinking that if Marlowe did flee England his works
could have lived on, maybe as part of a wider collaboration. The
following is a brief introduction to the life of Christopher
Marlowe, the times in which he lived and the circumstances
surrounding his death in a Deptford pub. There are so many books on
Marlowe and Shakespeare that cannot be listed here but a record of
every book I consulted is at the end of the essay


Introduction

 


This cannot
hope but to touch briefly on the life of Christopher Marlowe. As I
stated in the closing words in the Preface if you would like to
read further I have provided an in-depth bibliography.

 


The reign of
Elizabeth 1 was overshadowed by the threat of invasion from
mainland Europe and the restoration of a Catholic order. Plots and
conspiracies abounded. Elizabeth’s right hand man was her Secretary
of State Sir Francis Walsingham who held the view that the safety
of the country was always endangered by the continued existence of
Mary Queen of Scots.

 


Many of the
conspiracies involved Spain and a plot to either kill Queen
Elizabeth or launch an invasion; the outcome of either would be the
restoration of a Catholic monarch on the throne of England in the
form of Mary.

 


In 1586
Walsingham uncovered the Babington Plot which was the work of a
group of Catholic conspirators headed by Anthony Babington.
Walsingham arranged for documents to be found in the possession of
the conspirators which incriminated Mary, Queen of Scots and led to
the signing of her death warrant and the execution of the group’s
leaders and followers.

 


It was believed
that Walsingham had a network of at least 53 paid agents and maybe
another 18 who were unidentified. Most of these operated in France
and the Low Countries but he had agents in Italy, Spain, Germany
and Turkey as well.

 


His cousin
Thomas (later Sir Thomas) Walsingham had married the grand daughter
of Sir Roger Manwood one of those that was to pass the death
sentence on Mary Queen of Scots. Thomas inherited the family home
at Scadbury and was himself a spymaster in Kent where he oversaw
the despatch of couriers and other agents.

 


Marlowe
composed an epitaph for Manwood on his death in 1592 and it is
thought that Manwood was an early patron of Marlowe’s and secured
his place at King’s,

Canterbury.

 


These are the
circles in which the older Christopher Marlowe was to inhabit.

 


Christopher
Marlowe was baptised at the church of St. George the Martyr,
Canterbury, on Saturday 26 February, 1564. His exact date of birth
is not recorded, but Elizabethan children were baptised within one
or two days of birth to ensure entry into heaven in the event of an
early death.

 


His father John
Marlow was married to Katherine and they had nine children. John
was apprenticed to a cobbler and became the warden and treasurer of
the Shoemakers Guild although his tenure was not covered in glory
owing to debt.

 


Christopher
obtained a scholarship to the prestigious King’s School when he was
fourteen; the upper age limit of the choir school was fifteen. It
is thought that the scholarship was paid for by local
philanthropist Sir Roger Manwood.

 


At the age of
sixteen and a half he was awarded a second scholarship to Corpus
Christi College, Cambridge. Marlowe gained his BA in 1584 to become
'Dominus' Marlowe, and gained his MA in 1587, when he left
Cambridge after six and a half years of study. He intended to take
holy orders and enter the Anglican Church as required by his
scholarship. However his career took a very different path.

 


Even from 1584
the University authorities had noticed several unsanctioned
absences. It was discovered that he had spent much time at the
Catholic Seminary in Rheims, France. They also admitted
non-Catholics on the basis that they might be converted; something
that many had believed had happened to Marlowe.

 


When these
rumours reached the ears of the authorities they refused to award
his MA. Marlowe appealed to the Privy Council and a letter signed
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, The Lord Treasurer, The Lord
Chancellor and The Lord Chamberlain amongst others stated that the
authorities are "ignorant of th' affairs he went about and (he)
deserved to be rewarded for his faithful dealing".

 


It should be
noted that Marlowe’s time in Rheims was contemporaneous with
Walsingham’s concerns with a possible Catholic plot to overthrow
Elizabeth.

 


It was believed
that one of his roles at Cambridge was to spy on his fellow
students for any signs of Catholic involvement. He was well known
to the Queen and was a trusted secret agent with connections at
court in both England and in Europe.

 


By now his
reputation as a poet and playwright was growing and the evidence of
his genius there for all to see. In 1589 there occurred a small
incident involving Marlowe that was to presage an event not too
distant in the future.

 


Marlowe was
living in Norton Folgate in the City of London with Thomas Watson.
On 18 September at a point close to the Curtain Theatre Marlowe got
involved in a street brawl with a man called Bradley. They fought
and as they did so they were interrupted by Watson who killed
Bradley.

 


Marlowe spent a
short time in Newgate Prison before being granted bail and was
eventually discharged. Watson was acquitted on the grounds of self
defence and released the following year. This was almost a
rehearsal for events that were to take place in 1593.

 


As Marlowe’s
growth as a playwright continued he found himself involved with a
group of influential men. This was the time of the Reformation and
the Renaissance. It was a new and exciting world but a dangerous
one for people who started to question the accepted world view. One
such person was Galileo who was also born in 1564, the same year as
Marlowe and Shakespeare.

 


Members of the
English Renaissance formed themselves into a group called ‘the
School of Night’. They met secretly to discuss this new and
forbidden knowledge, always 'behind closed doors'. They were called
‘Free-Thinkers’ and were all stigmatised as ‘Atheists’ in order to
blacken them in the eyes of the ignorant.

 


But this almost
secret society had many of England’s leading thinkers and
politicians within its membership including Sir Walter Raleigh,
Henry Percy (the Wizard Earl) and Thomas Hariot.

 


During the
early part of 1593 there were riots
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