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INTRODUCTION

“THIS IS THE STARTLING TALE OF THE FLASH—A MAN SO FAST THAT HE NOT ONLY OUTRACED HIS SHADOW—BUT ALSO BROKE THROUGH THE SOUND BARRIER—ON FOOT!”

So began the very first Barry Allen story within the pages of DC’s Showcase #4 in October 1956. The story detailed the freak accident involving a bolt of lightning and some laboratory chemicals that gave the police scientist his incredible speed powers, which he used as The Flash. Nothing was ever the same since that fateful accident, and Barry Allen never stopped running.

Over the past seventy-plus years, The Flash has been an essential part of the DC Multiverse. In fact, as you’ll learn, he was the first Super Hero to discover the Multiverse and cross over to a parallel universe with a Flash of its own. His adventures have extended beyond the page to multiple television series, each putting their own spin on the mythos.

Now, with the release of The Flash, Barry Allen finally has his own film—a cinematic adventure to behold. Never before have Barry’s powers been explored and realized as they are now on the big screen. Try to keep up as we do a marathon run through the film’s making, profiling all the key characters and the ways in which filmmaker Andy Muschietti realizes the most fantastical elements of The Flash’s story. We’ll also look back at Barry’s comic book history and previous live-action incarnations to reveal everything that makes him the fastest man alive.
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THE FLASH’S ORIGIN

Welcome to the whirlwind adventures of the Fastest Man Alive! After guest appearances in recent DC films and TV shows, The Flash is ready for the spotlight with his own film.



[image: Image]


WHEN LIGHTNING STRIKES
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As a freshman in college, Barry Allen (played by Ezra Miller) interned at the Central City Crime Lab, committed to becoming a crime scene investigator and proving his father did not murder his mother when Barry was eight years old. On the night of September 29, as a thunderstorm raged outside, Barry worked late into the night. Shortly after opening a window to air out the laboratory from fumes, he took a seat below a shelf of chemicals. In an instant, a bolt of lightning blazed through the window, striking the chemicals. The vials exploded, raining electrified liquid down upon Barry. It should have killed him. But as his skin hissed and burned, something miraculous happened: Barry rapidly began to heal. Soon, he discovered healing wasn’t the only thing that had accelerated. He could now move at super-speeds far greater than humanly possible.
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THE FLASH TODAY!
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As the movie The Flash begins, Barry is a few years older and slightly more experienced as a Super Hero than he was in Justice League. But, as Ezra Miller comments, “[Barry’s] still desperately trying to rectify and reconcile the traumas of his life,” meaning his mother’s murder and his father’s incarceration.
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THE BIG LEAGUES
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Determined to do good with his abilities, Barry started small and ran under the radar. One day he returned to his base of operations to find Bruce Wayne (played by Ben Affleck) waiting for him. The Caped Crusader was building a team of metahumans and wanted Barry to join him. Despite being relatively inexperienced and unsure of himself in combat, Barry immediately agreed, and his abilities came in handy as a member of the Justice League.

[image: Image]



THE FIRST SPEEDSTER
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Jay Garrick was the first iteration of The Flash. His chest adorned with a lightning bolt, he was able to run at supersonic speeds. Created by writer Gardner Fox and artist Harry Lampert, the World War II-era hero was first introduced in Flash Comics #1 (January 1940). Unlike Barry, Jay didn’t wear a mask. Instead, he was known for his signature winged helmet, inspired by Mercury, the Roman god known for his great speed. He served alongside the Justice Society of America and acted as a mentor to other speedsters in his later years.
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BARRY ALLEN HAS ENTERED THE RACE
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When Barry Allen debuted in Showcase #4 (October 1956), he was an established forensic scientist for the Central City Police Department and he was renowned for two things—being late and solving cases that flummoxed his colleagues. As in the film, Barry’s fateful accident takes place one night and he decides to call himself The Flash. Unlike the film, later retellings of Barry’s origin story reveal that he spent four months in a coma before awaking to discover his speed powers.






BUILDING THE CINEMATIC MULTIVERSE

Though the concept is well established in the comics, the actions of Barry Allen in The Flash introduce the Multiverse to the big screen for the first time—where changing the past is retrocausal, changing the future and the past; timelines run almost parallel with one another, with moments of intersection and divergence. Producer Barbara Muschietti was particularly excited to bring this concept to life with The Flash.. She shares that the film ushers in “a new frontier [from which] many stories can exist.” Using The Flash’s first solo film to introduce the Multiverse aligns perfectly with Barry Allen’s own comic debut.
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THE FLASH AND THE MULTIVERSE
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The very concept of the DC Multiverse began with Barry’s first appearance in Showcase #4. This issue heralded the start of the Silver Age of comics. DC decided to introduce fresh incarnations of some of their characters for a new generation. This included The Flash, with Barry replacing Jay Garrick, whose time in the spotlight had ended several years before Barry made his debut.

Writer Robert Kanigher and artists Carmine Infantino and Joe Kubert paid tribute to Jay Garrick (who had not appeared in a comic for five years) within the pages of Showcase #4 by having Barry read the very same Golden Age Flash Comics that real-life comic readers enjoyed. After receiving his speed powers, Barry even decided to name himself after Jay. This small moment of one comic book character reading about another comic character planted the seeds of the Multiverse that would continue to grow throughout the pages of The Flash.

In September 1961’s The Flash #123, titled “The Flash of Two Worlds,” Barry discovered that Jay Garrick was more than just a comic book character when he accidentally transported himself to a parallel Earth in which Jay lived. This encounter was the first of many between them. Barry’s reality was dubbed Earth-One within the pages of Justice League of America; Jay’s was designated Earth-Two. Over a nearly twenty-five-year period, many crossovers ensued—between not only these two Earths but also hundreds of others, each designated by numbers and letters. But as DC neared its fiftieth anniversary, the Multiverse felt unwieldy and a changeup was in order.
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The 1985 Crisis on Infinite Earths limited series, written by Marv Wolfman and illustrated by George Pérez, spelled the end of the Multiverse. Nothing would be the same once the cosmic threat known as the Anti-Monitor destroyed Earth after Earth in the Multiverse. Super Heroes of the remaining Earths banded together to stop the Anti-Monitor, which they did at great cost. Multiple Super Heroes died, including Barry Allen. In the wake of the Anti-Monitor’s defeat, only a single universe remained. If the Multiverse’s existence was intrinsically tied to Barry Allen’s creation, it was sadly fitting to see its end marked by his death. Though he was gone, Barry’s heroics inspired new generations of speedsters, starting with his sidekick Wally West taking on the mantle of The Flash.

Throughout the comics, subsequent crises struck over the years, each with startling results. One saw the rebirth of the Multiverse. Another saw Barry brought back to life. After the events of the 2020 Dark Nights: Death Metal miniseries by writer Scott Snyder and artist Greg Capullo, the Multiverse was created anew with infinite worlds and possibilities. Ever curious, Barry joined the Justice League Incarnate, an assembly of Super Heroes from throughout the Multiverse, and was tasked with exploring and mapping all the newly created Earths. With his abilities and intellect, Barry was practically born for the assignment.
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ACROSS THE MULTIVERSE
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In both the 1990 and the 2014 The Flash television series, starring John Wesley Shipp and Grant Gustin, respectively, the circumstances of when and why Barry Allen was in the crime lab that fateful night may have changed, but that bolt of lightning and the nearby chemicals were constants, cementing Barry’s fate as The Flash.
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THE FLASH SUIT

Normal fabrics don’t stand a chance when Barry starts running, with friction at high speeds causing his clothes to disintegrate. Something stronger is required.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLASH’S LOOK
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In the movie The Flash, we get a glimpse of Barry’s previously unseen past, when he travels to Metropolis to provide aid during Zod’s attack—the very same events depicted in the film Man of Steel, although The Flash is not seen in that film. The Flash wore an extremely makeshift suit during Zod’s attack. Though it provides some protection via a bike helmet and sports pads, it is held together by duct tape and not meant for long-term use.

By the time Batman recruits Barry in 2017’s Justice League, the speedster has fashioned a sturdier suit. Made from the same silica-based sand quartz material used to protect space shuttles from burning up on reentry, the suit is abrasion- and heat-resistant, enabling it to withstand Barry’s high velocities.

With Batman’s help, Barry designs an update of his suit. It’s made from a chemically compressed synthetic silk with a bonded outer layer of ultrasmooth Teflon, allowing for high-speed travel while remaining thermally stable.
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TAILORING THE FLASH

[image: Image]

Redesigning The Flash’s suit was one of the most exciting aspects of the film for director Andy Muschietti. From a story perspective, he felt Barry would have continued to refine his suit since the events of Justice League. Muschietti feels that “given that five years have gone by, The Flash would almost inevitably have a new suit. And considering that he’s befriended Bruce Wayne, Bruce would help him, or provide him with a suit that has better technology.” Muschietti envisioned a suit that had “an aesthetic that is a little more like the comic books, where the suit is elastic but still has a structure,” and features new, visually exciting elements unlike other superhero suits seen in films.

To realize his vision, Muschietti turned to costume designer Alexandra Byrne and costume supervisor Dan Grace, both of whom rose to the challenge. Barry’s connection to the Speed Force needed to be felt when he ran. Through the use of elaborate circuitry, channeled lines throughout the suit illuminate as Barry runs. The light is enhanced with postproduction visual effects, but the circuitry built into the suit serves as a starting point. Costume effects supervising modeler Pierre Bohanna recalls that the suit required nearly seven months of research and development. He shares that the suit was “a very dense and complicated piece of work” comprising forty-six components that all had to come together to appear as a single piece—one that’s also supposed to appear lightweight and flexible, with a satin texture.
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THE FLASH’S RING
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Barry Allen’s genius extends far beyond the crime lab. Solving perhaps one of the most puzzling aspects of being a Super Hero—where to store your suit when not in use—Barry develops a practical and subtle yet stylish solution. He stores his costume within a hidden compartment in his gold signet ring, which is emblazoned with a lightning bolt. While miniature at first, the suit expands to full size when exposed to atmospheric gases—all faster than the human eye could possibly see. With the ring always on his finger, Barry is prepared to leap into action anywhere he goes! When it’s time to change, Barry presses a tiny button on his ring, causing the lightning bolt signet to slide open and eject the suit. The ring is both tasteful and functional, so Barry never needs to run home to get his suit or keep it on beneath his clothing.
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THE SUIT AND RING IN TWO DIMENSIONS
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In the comics, Barry’s suit is made from the same synthetic silk and Teflon, though he developed the fabric on his own while in college. A later version of the suit ejects in pieces and fuses together on his body, with the ring’s lightning symbol expanding to become the symbol on his chest.
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QUICK CHANGE
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Using his speed to put on the suit quickly is to Barry’s (and everyone else’s) benefit. As cool as it looks seeing the suit expand in the air, once it’s released from the ring, it’ll quickly flop onto the ground into a pile unless Barry starts moving at super-speed. The key benefit of getting changed at high speeds is that no one will see the unglamorous fumbling that donning a skintight Super Hero suit entails.
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THE RING’S COMIC BOOK ORIGIN
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Whenever anyone asks him about the curious lightning ring on his finger, Barry can
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HOW IT WORKS
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