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Dear Reader, 

Shipwrecks are many things, all at once. They are memorials to lives lost. They 

are science experiments, treasure chests, works of art, and home to millions of 

living creatures. They are time machines that allow modern explorers a glimpse 

into the past. They teach us how to improve our ships, thus ensuring a safer future.

I’ll never forget exploring a Caribbean shipwreck as a twelve-year-old SCUBA 

diver. The wreck was large and imposing. It towered over me as I slowly glided 

along its rust-covered length. Life teemed all around. Fish flitted in and out of 

shadowy spaces. Vivid coral swayed in the current. My ears filled with the crackle 

of nearby sea creatures as well as my own noisy, rhythmic breath. 

I wondered about the ship’s past. Why did it sink, and who had sailed onboard? 

I thought about its existence now on the seafloor. How many divers had come 

before me, and how many would follow? What underwater creatures relied on 

its decaying hull for shelter and food? I could see then that a ship’s story is long 

and winding. It begins with a first brave voyage, and does not end until its last 

beam melts away into the seafloor. 

Now, decades later, I am privileged to share the stories of the following wrecks. 

With respect and in honour of those lost,

Rebecca Siegel








Earth is home to some three million 

shipwrecks.

 Experts believe that only  

about 

1 per cent have been explored.
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The SS Eduard Bohlen was a German steamship.  

Built in 1890, it carried mail, cargo and passengers 

between Germany and West Africa. One of its 

familiar routes took it to a German-occupied area 

called German West Africa (now Namibia). 

HISTORY 

In 1904, a group of South West African people called the Herero 

rose up against the German occupiers. The Germans fought back 

and captured many Herero fighters. They locked nearly 300 

Herero men on board the Eduard Bohlen, then sailed them to 

South Africa where they were forced into labour. This made 

the Eduard Bohlen first a prison ship, then a slave ship. 

SETTING SAIL

In the autumn of 1909, the Eduard Bohlen set sail 

from Swakopmund, bound for Table Bay. The ship 

carried diamond mining equipment and thirty 

passengers. On 5 September, it entered a 

patch of dense fog near the coast of northern 

Namibia. Suddenly, the Eduard Bohlen’s hull 

slid onto a large sandbar. It was 90 metres 

(300 feet) from shore. Almost immediately, 

water currents pushed sand against the  

ship. It soon became stuck.

THE  

SS EDUARD 

BOHLEN 

Length: 

94 metres

(310 feet)

Width: 11.5 metres 

(8 feet)

Capacity: 

32 passengers, 

14 crew
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RUN AGROUND

The Eduard Bohlen had run aground on 

Namibia’s ‘Skeleton Coast’. This region 

got its name from the many whale 

bones that litter its beaches. They 

were left there by whale 

hunters of the past. 

The name also 

fits the coast for 

another reason: 

it is home to 

hundreds of 

shipwrecks. 
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