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TAKE A STEP  

BACK IN TIME  

AND DISCOVER THE  

INCREDIBLE DINOSAURS.

You’ll unearth some jaw-dropping facts as you delve  

into the dinosaur world.

Which dinosaur had the most powerful bite, and who had the 

toughest armour? What can we learn from dinosaur poo

and why did these incredible creatures disappear?

Turn the page to begin

this awesome adventure!
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Before the

Dinosaurs

Dinosaurs first appeared on Earth

around 245 million years ago.

But what was the world like before

these incredible creatures evolved?

THE PERMIAN PERIOD

Let’s go back 299 million years.

Earth was a very different place.

For a start, the land on Earth was joined  

together in one giant continent that we  

now call Pangea, surrounded by a single  

super-ocean called Panthalassa.

PLANT LIFE

Plants such as ferns, conifers and moss

thrived in the swampy environment.

As the climate gradually dried, plants like

ginkgos and cycads began to appear.

PERMIAN TRIASSIC

CRETACEOUSJURASSIC

TODAY

MEGANEUROPSIS 

PERMIANA
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ANIMAL LIFE

Reptiles such as 

Dimetrodon

 and 

Lystrosaurus

 dominated the land,

replacing amphibians as the more powerful species.

Huge flying insects buzzed through the skies, such as the

Meganeuropsis permiana

, with a wingspan of over 70 cm – about

three times the width of a basketball. 

Gorgonopsid

 was among the

early mammals, a sabre-toothed creature with razor-sharp serrated  

canine teeth measuring 12 cm long.

SEA LIFE

The Permian seas were rich with marine life, including 

Helicoprion

,

a fish twice the size of a great white shark, known for its distinctive

spiral-shaped teeth in its lower jaw.

Other sea-dwellers in Panthalassa included snails, slugs and placoderms –

armoured fish with bony plates on their heads and upper bodies.

DIMETRODON

GORGONOPSID

HELICOPRIAN
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