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​Robert the Bruce:

Hero of Scotland


​––––––––Introduction
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A great nation needs a great leader. Just like a ship needs a capable captain, so does a proud and sovereign nation need a competent king to lead it through the tumultuous waves of history. Alas, history taught us that capable leaders are not always readily available. Scotland’s history led its people through many a dark passage: even from its earliest prehistory, this proud nation suffered at the hands of conquerors and invaders. From the Vikings to the Normans, and the English - everyone wanted to reign over proud and wild Alba. In the late 1200s and early 1300s, however, the people of Scotland finally stood up and sought the light of freedom: they led a series of wars that would gain them their independence. Many leaders and commanders appeared during this time, all of them leaving their trace on history. However, only one emerged as “King of the Scots” and led the nation to its coveted independence. That man is the famed Robert the Bruce, a national hero of Scotland and one of its most renowned warriors.
Hailing from a noble Scottish family, Robert the Bruce was hailed as one of the best warriors and knights in the whole of Europe. A King’s grandson, he laid his claim to the throne of Scotland and stood firmly by it. And throughout Scotland’s struggle, he was involved in the key events of the era. His life was full of ups and downs, events and intrigues - and many glorious battles. In this book we will take a detailed look into the life and times of Robert the Bruce and will explore the impact of his achievements on the broader history of Scotland. Here is a tale of true kingship!
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​Chapter I


[image: ]


Before we delve deep into the life history of Robert the Bruce, a special word of note is needed. The names of the Bruce family can be rather confusing for every reader, so take special care. The confusion arises because of the family names of the Bruces: they are all names Robert! Fathers, sons, grandson: all are named Robert the Bruce, and are only distinguished by their “regnal” numbers. In this case, Robert the Bruce can be seen as the 7th in his line and is also distinguished by a different spelling of the surname: where he is cited as “the Bruce,” his predecessors are usually cited as “de Brus,” their original ancestral surname. And now, with that out of the way, we can start from the very roots!

What are the origins of the “Bruce” family? It is a wonderful way to start the story of Robert the Bruce by exploring the origins and the roots of his noble family. After all, by the time of Robert the Bruce’s adolescence, this family was one of the most prominent in Scotland and had a key role to play in its politics. So how did it become so influential after all? Clan Bruce, known in Scottish Gaelic as “Brùs,” is a Lowlands Scottish Clan. The official records state that this clan originates from the Flemish surname, “de Bruce,” likely derived from the lands of Bruges that are today in Belgium. Another theory states that this surname is in fact of French (Norman), origin, and was originally “de Brus” or “de Bruis” and originated from the eponymous town of Brix in Normandy. This would certainly indicate that the clan has origins with Norman feudal lords that were allowed to hold lands and titles in Medieval Scotland. A disputed claim states that one of the nobles that served under the Norman leader, William the Conqueror, was in fact a man named “Robert de Brix,” and that he was the clan’s early progenitor. Some indications might exist that such a man fought on the Norman side at the famed Battle of Hastings, but no confirmation of the fact exists. Nevertheless, the line of descent that can be traced with certainty is one that originates with Robert I de Brus, 1st Lord of Annandale. This Anglo-Norman Lord came to England in 1106 and has been noted as a companion of King David I of Scotland. Although originally based in England, de Brus accompanied Prince David northwards into Scotland, where the latter sought to reclaim his kingdom. From this man onwards, the Bruces were known as Lords of Annandale and a powerful noble family that was continually on the rise to prominence. All this paved the way towards the rise of the future King of Scots, or Robert the Bruce that interests us.
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​Chapter II
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Not much is known with certainty about the birth date and birthplace of Robert the Bruce. Tradition states - and it is most likely the truth - that he  was born at Turnberry Castle, a sea-fort situated in Southern Ayrshire. This was for long the seat of the ancient Earldom of Carrick, which then belonged to his mother. The date of his birth is largely agreed to have been July 11th, 1274, AD. However, some later sources, notably a late 14th century English chronicler, Geoffrey of Swinbroke, stated that Robert was in fact born in a former English royal manor of Writtle in Essex. Still, it should be noted that an error likely surrounds this matter, as Robert’s father, Robert VI, was in fact the one born in Writtle estates in Essex. As we mentioned earlier, Robert’s father was also a Robert, styled as de Brus, 6th Lord of Annandale, while his mother was Marjorie, the Countess of Carrick. One of ten children from that union, Robert the Bruce inherited by birth some truly lofty titles and estates that the Bruces had acquired across generations. Not only would he inherit the Lordship of Annandale that belonged to the family, but also the Earldom of Carrick from his mother’s side. Furthermore, he inherited a royal lineage, as he was a fourth great-grandson of the famed and successful Scottish King, David I. It was this lineage that would later give him a great upper hand in the struggle for the
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