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​ How to
Make a Cushion Cover

Cushion covers
are very easy to make and can be an inexpensive addition to the
décor of your home, when made from discounted remnants of fabric
found at stores in the high street. Making your own cushion covers
gives you the opportunity to change the décor in your home more
often. A room can get a whole new look just by changing the cushion
covers and throws.

Cushions make
a home look cozy and can add color to a dull uninteresting décor.
It’s so easy to run up a few cushion covers to brighten up a room
whether you are an experienced seamstress or not. The beauty of
making your own cushion covers is that you can use almost any type
of material you have available.

It’s advisable
to make your cushion covers with zippers so that they are easily
changeable when you need to launder or change the décor.

You can either
buy a cushion form or pad at a craft store or make one your self. I
will show you how easy it is to make your own.

​ Materials required for
making a cushion cover

Material of
your choice the size of the cushion you want to make, plus seam
allowances. To work out the quantity of material you will need
measure the cushion pad and add 1 inch on the length and 1 inch on
the width then multiply this by 2 so that you will have enough
fabric for both the back and front of the cushion.

I would advise
you to use a plain fabric for your first attempt at making a
cushion cover, or a stripe or spot that does not have a definite
pattern. Bold patterns need to be well placed on the cushion in
order to give an attractive finish.

Matching
cotton

Trims and
embellishments if required

Zipper if
required

Scissors

Tape
measure

Pins

Seam
ripper

Sewing machine
with zipper foot attachment

​ Making the cushion cover
with a zipper

If you are
using a cotton fabric it is wise to first wash the fabric and when
dry iron flat before you begin to cut out your cushion cover.

Measure the
cushion pad and add 1 inch to the length and 1 inch to the width
and cut out 2 pieces

If you intend
installing a zipper this gets done first

Place both
pieces of fabric together with right sides facing. Make sure the
corners are well aligned.

Place the
zipper in the middle of what will be the bottom seam of the cushion
– if the fabric is patterned this is important as the zipper is
always installed at the bottom of a cushion – so make sure the
pattern is facing the right way before you start.

On either end
of the zipper (the metal stops at the end) place a pin.

Now sew a seam
between the pin and the corner of the fabric on both sides using a
½ inch seam. Backstitch both ends of both seams to reinforce
them.

You now have
an opening between the two pieces of fabric large enough to install
the zipper.

In order to
keep the seam allowances even in the space where the zipper will be
installed – baste the seam and then iron it flat.

Still working
on the back of the fabric place the zipper right side down on the
seam, keep the teeth of the zipper straight on the seam, then pin
in place

Place the
zipper foot in position and start sewing from the bottom of the
zipper towards the top – the zipper foot allows you to sew close to
the teeth of the zip

When you
almost reach the top of the zipper, stop and while the needle is in
the down position lift the pressure foot, gently pull down the
zipper tab behind the needle to get it out of the way

Now carry on
stitching to the end of the zipper and end with a backstitch

Change the
zipper foot to work on the opposite side and then complete sewing
the other side of the zipper in the same way.

Now turn the
fabric pieces on to the right side and unpick the basting
stitches

You now have a
neatly installed zipper and all that remains is to sew the other 3
sides together

Align the 4
corners together

Pin in
place

Allowing ½
inch seam allowance stitch the 3 sides together

A good tip to
keep the corners neat and sharp is to leave the needle in the
fabric at the turning point and lift the pressure foot then turn
the cushion in position to sew the next side. This method keeps the
stitches straight from one side to the other. Finish with a
backstitch

Now turn the
cushion cover onto the right side and press seams flat

You have
completed your first cushion cover and mastered the art of
installing a zipper neatly. You can be rightly proud of
yourself.
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​ Make a Cushion Cover that
can be Hand-Sewn Closed

If you prefer
not to install a zipper in your cushion cover, there are various
other options:

You can hand
sew the opening closed; this will mean that every time you want to
remove the cushion cover from the cushion you will have to unpick
the stitches and when replaced you will have to sew the opening
closed again.

To make a
cushion cover this way you will need a wider seam on both sides of
the opening. Cut an extra 1 inch on the opening side on both
pieces, so that you will have sufficient fabric to fold in and
stitch.

Sew three
sides of the cushion together as described above and then fold in
the seams on the opening and iron flat

Once the
cushion pad has been inserted into the cushion cover the opening in
the cover must be hand-stitched closed with neat stitches.

​
Make Envelope Cushion Covers
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This is my
favorite way of making a cushion cover, as it can be made in one
piece and only takes a short while to complete a cover

Let’s say your
cushion is 16 inches x 16 inches

Cut the fabric
the width of your cushion pad plus 1 inch in width = 17 inches
wide

The length is
calculated by the front measurement = 16 inches + the back 16
inches = 32 inches. You need an overlap for the envelop of at least
6 inches + hem of 1 inch on either end

This gives you
a length of:

16 inches
(front of cushion) +

16 inches
(back of cushion) +

6 inches
overlap +

1 inch hem on
either end total = 40 inches

Cut a
rectangle of 40 inches x 17 inches

Hem both the
short ends of the rectangle by folding in ½ inch – iron and then
fold in ½ again – press and machine stitch

Place fabric
right side up and fold one piece over towards the center

Now fold over
the other side making sure that the folded fabric measures 16
inches

Make sure that
the seams are straight along the sides and then pin in position

Now all that
remains is to stitch the two sides together

This can be
done either by sewing machine or over locking the seams

Turn the
cushion cover onto the right side and press

You should
have a cushion cover that is 16 inches x 16 inches

Stuff the
cushion in the envelope opening and then push it under the inside
flap and your cushion is secure in its cover

​ Close Cushion Covers with
Buttons and Buttonholes

Cushion covers
can be closed by using buttons and buttonholes. This is a
decorative way of making a cushion cover.

The cover can
be made the same way as the envelope cushion cover but before
folding the flap over make the required number of buttonholes.
Buttons should be a size that makes a statement on the cover, not
too small and not too big

Make the
buttonholes on the first flap you fold down, remember you are
working on the wrong side so make sure that when the cushion cover
is turned to the right side the buttonholes are on the top flap

Sew the two
side seams together as described above and then turn cover to right
side

Sew the
buttons in position. Insert cushion pad and button closed

​ Close Cushion Cover with
Buttons on the One Side

Make a cushion
cover as though you intend sewing closed the opening by hand, but
instead of allowing an extra inch, add 2 ½ inches on the two
opening sides to accommodate the buttons and buttonholes.

Make a narrow
hem at the bottom and fold to wrong side

Machine stitch
down

Mark
buttonholes and make by machine

Sew buttons on
the inside of the opposite flap

Insert cushion
and button closed
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​Piped Cushion
Covers

Piped cushion
covers always look more professional and tailored. It is a good way
of finishing off a cushion cover. Plain colored cushion covers
mostly have matching piping although a contrasting color makes a
bold statement. Patterned fabric can look attractive with piping as
well. Choose any color from the pattern for the piping.

​Make your own
piping

If cutting
bias strips intimidates you then let me show you a quick and easy
way of cutting bias strips to use either as biased binding or to
make your own piping. This method is an old tried and tested way
and takes all the effort out of cutting biased strips straight and
joining them correctly.

Cut a piece of
fabric into a square then fold in half to form a triangle

Press in the
fold and cut along the fold

Now join 2 of
the sides of the triangle together and press seam open

With a pencil
draw lines on the wrong side of the fabric the width you want the
bias binding to be (1 ½ - 2 inches apart)
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Bring the
fabric together so that the lines you have drawn join up (making
the fabric into a tube) Miss out the first line and then you will
see that the lines all fall into place

Pin together
and sew with ¼ inch seam

Press seam
open
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Cut on the
lines and you will end up with a long strip of bias binding

Fold required
length in half length wise and insert piping cord in the middle

Sew against
the cord using the zipper foot

Now your
piping is ready for use
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If you wish to
make an envelope cushion cover with piping you will not be able to
cut it out in a rectangle as before, as you need to have four seams
around the cover. Cut the front of the cushion the desired size
adding 1 inch to the width and length as usual

Cut the back
out in 2 pieces the same width as for the front. Add about 3 inches
to the length of both halves to allow for the overlap. If you are
using patterned fabric make sure that the two halves match

You need to
round the corners of the cushion to get the piping to lie
smoothly

Pin the piping
to the right side of the front fabric piece lining up the raw edge
of the piping to the edge of the fabric

Always start
in the middle of the bottom part of the front piece

Pin the piping
in place and allow sufficient piping for the curve so that it does
not pucker

When you get
back to the point where you started, overlap the piping with the
piece you began with and once it’s sewn in you will hardly notice
where the join is as it will be at the bottom of the cushion

Baste the
piping in place

Hem the two
back pieces as you did for the envelop cover

Now place the
front of your cushion with right side up

Lay the back
pieces in position on top with right side facing down. Lay the top
back piece down first

 

Round the
corners as you did with the front piece

Pin and baste
the back pieces to the front piece

You will need
to sew the seam with a zipper foot so that you can sew right
against the piping to give a neat finish

Turn over and
push in cushion – you will be delighted with your handiwork and
will be amazed at how little time it took you to make a piped
cushion cover.

Outdoor
Cushions

​ Outdoor cushions are
usually made with foam inserts to keep the
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