	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

LADY SCUMBAG : THE TRUE STORY OF ENRIQUETA ROPOLLES












[image: image]


SAMANTHA REED

table of contents

ENRIQUETA ROPOLLES

CATHERINE BIRNIE

AMELIA DYER

NATASHA CORNETT

NICOLE KASINKSAS

GENENE JONES

TRACEY WIGGINTON

SAMANTHA SCOTT

DANIELLE STEWART

DEFRANCISCO SISTERS

SUZAN CARSON

Enriqueta Marti Ripolles: Procurer of Children

History is riddled with individuals who have done rather atrocious things. Mass murders, ritualistic deaths, and desecration of bodies - it was easier to get away with things before the connectedness of the modern world. Still, people begin to notice when large numbers of other people go missing. And even in an age before technology, the ones responsible were often found. This is the case with the following story. 

Even in towns as large as Barcelona, people begin to notice things. And they begin to wonder what is happening. People still talk about “la vampire” of Barcelona as though it is a myth, but there is truth behind the narrative. And here is the tale of the woman who inspired a local legend. 

The Woman Behind the Legend

In order to tell this story we have to go all the way back to 1868 when Enriqueta Marti Ripolles was born. Not a great deal is known about her early life until she moved from her home town of Sant Feliu de Llobregat to Barcelona as a young girl. She moved to the city to take on a position as a nanny and maidservant, but it did not take long for the profession to grow weary. 

As a young, attractive woman of no particular social standing it was not a far stretch for Enriqueta to leave her career as a nanny and fall into a career as a prostitute. In a city as large as Barcelona it was not hard to find suitable locations to practice her trade. At the Port of Barcelona and the Portal de Santa Madrona she was able to sell her services with ease. And she made a reputation for herself. 

Still, in 1895 Enriqueta married a painter called Joan Pujalo. Despite her attempt to once again have a normal life her marriage to Joan failed. He was not willing to put up with her false and unpredictable character. It always seemed as though she were hiding things from him and after a while he’d had enough. 

He was completely accurate in his believe that she was hiding things from him. Despite the marriage Enriqueta continued to work as a prostitute and occupy houses of lesser virtue. Joan attempted to save their marriage several times and they reconciled at least a dozen times during her life. However, when she was finally taken into custody they were no longer together. 

Enriqueta lived a double life. During the daylight hours she dressed in rags and begged for money or food at charitable houses. At the convents and parishes around town she was well recognized. And in order to make the most of her “destitute” appearance, she would select children to accompany her in her begging and she would pass them off as her own. She had better luck getting sympathy from the charitable houses, convents, and parishes if she had a child with her and they viewed her in a maternal role. And she didn’t hesitate to take advantage of this fact. 

Later, after the children had served their purpose to help her acquire charity she would prostitute and murder them. In doing so, she destroyed anyone who knew about her double life. She destroyed anyone who could harm her means of income. And she made herself an independent person. 

Enriqueta didn’t need to beg for money. She didn’t need to beg for anything in life. Her career as a prostitute paid her well enough to let her have the luxurious clothes, hats, and wigs she favoured. The attire also assisted in her successful nightlife. On top of what she earned selling herself, she made a good income procuring children for those who had an interest in them. 

Her high society dress code made her able to attend locations in Barcelona where the wealthy individuals of the town gathered. It is assumed that in these places she marketed herself as a procurer of children to the wealthy people of Barcelona. She may have also engaged in prostitution among the wealthy crowd, but it is more likely that she took a business approach to the encounters. In this way, she could make a higher profit off of the children she procured than she could selling them in the destitute parts of town. 

It was a lucrative business that Enriqueta had gotten herself into. It paid more than she would ever make as nanny or maidservant, but it required dealing with the lowest of low members of society in order to please the wealthy members of society. Enriqueta had a knack for such interactions and her good looks worked in her favour. Still, things cannot always go smoothly forever, and she found this out the hard way. 

The First Arrest

Enriqueta spent a good portion of her adult life prostituting herself and procuring children for the rich members of society. It was not until 1909 that things took a turn for the worse for her. She’d spent over a dozen years of her life as a prostitute and procurer of children. It was simply a matter of time before things went wrong. 

And when she was arrested in her flat on Minerva Street, Barcelona she was accused of a multitude of things. She was accused of running a brothel that offered it’s clients the sexual services of children between the ages of three and fourteen. She was arrested with a young man from a wealthy family, but the charges didn’t stick. Due to the number of contacts that she had made among the wealthy of Barcelona the charges against her for the brothel were never tried and it simply got lost in the bureaucratic and judicial system. 

Sometimes it paid to have friends in high places, and this was one of those occasions. No one was willing to lose their connection to the children that she provided. She had made herself a valuable asset within the community and that value was not to be underestimated. 

Prostitute, Procurer of Children, and Witch Doctor

Among the titles that Enriqueta gained during her reign in Barcelona, witch doctor was added to the pile. While she was prostituting children she was also an active and practicing witch doctor. And she was highly sought after for this practice much like her other ones. 

Enriqueta used the remains of the children that she was killing in order to make the remedies that she sold. Her victims, the children who became the ingredients she pandered to the rich, ranged in age from infants to nine-years-old. She used every bit of the children that she could. There was nothing to be wasted that could serve a purpose and earn her money. 

She collected the fat, blood, and hair for sale. She collected the bones, which she often ground into a powder in order to sell it. She never had a problem disposing of the bodies of her victims. She simply broke them down and sold them off piece by piece. 

She made salves, ointments, filters, cataplasms, and potions all of which she had no issue in selling. She marketed them as cures for diseases such as tuberculosis, which was especially feared at the time she was active in the city. She offered cures for all sorts of diseases that could not be fixed by traditional medicine. And the rich flocked to her for them paying large sums of money for remedies that likely did nothing to help them. 

It is believed that Enriqueta kidnapped an indeterminate amount of children, though the number is believed to be large. She operated for over twenty years in Barcelona without interruption. And as long as people were willing to pay for what she was offering she had a steady income and a purpose for operating. 

The End of Her Reign

It was February 10, 1912 when Enriqueta kidnapped her last victim: Teresita Guitart Congost. The city looked for her for two weeks and the authorities received a great deal of backlash from the public over their passiveness regarding the stream of missing children over the past two decades. 

It was a suspicious neighbour who was able to pick up Teresita’s trail. On February 17, a week after the kidnapping, Claudia Elias saw a girl with cropped hair looking from a casement from the interior court of her stairs. The flat was mezzanine number 29, on Ponent Street, Barcelona. 

Claudia had never seen the girl before, who seemed to be playing with another child. Claudia asked the neighbour, who happened to be Enriqueta, if the child was hers. Enriqueta responded by closing the window firmly. 

Claudia was so put off by this behaviour that she spoke to the mattress-maker down the street about it. She suspected that the little girl was Teresita and she also informed the mattress-maker of the strange life that her neighbour led. The mattress-maker took this information and passed it on to a municipal agent, Jose Asens, who in turn communicated it to the chief of the Ribot brigade. 

On February 27th the police located Enriqueta on the false charge of keeping chickens in her flat. They found her in the court of Ferlandina Street and informed her of the accusation. They proceeded to escort her back to her flat. All the while Enriqueta went compliantly though she expressed her surprise over the charges. 

At her flat the police found two girls. One of the girls was Teresita who was promptly returned to her parents after giving her statement to the authorizes. The other girl went by the name Angelita. 

It seemed that Enriqueta’s reign had come to an end, finally. But she would not go quietly on the matter. She was determined to fight the charges against her. 

The Confessions of Two Girls

Teresita informed the police in her statement that she had been lured away by Enriqueta with the promise of candies. By the time the girl had realized that she was being taken it was too late. She was too far from her house and when she expressed her want to return Enriqueta simply covered her with a black rag and forced her into the flat at mezzanine number twenty-nine. 

Once inside the flat Enriqueta cut the girls hair and informed her that her name was now Felicidad. She told the girl that she no longer had parents and that she was to call Enriqueta “step-mom” from now on. She was forbidden from leaving the flat, going near the windows, or going out onto the balcony. She was also forbidden from venturing into several rooms within the flat. 

However, Enriqueta was in the habit of leaving the girls alone in the flat. And on one occasion they ventured into the forbidden rooms. In one they found a bag of bloody girls clothing and a boning knife also covered in blood. During the entire time she was kidnapped Teresita never left the flat.

Angelita told a story that was more frightening than Teresita’s. Before the other girl had arrived at the flat, Angelita shared the space with a five-year-old boy name Pepito. Angelita informed the police that she watched Enriqueta kill Pepito on the kitchen table. Enriqueta did not know that she was watching and she rushed to her bed after witnessing it and pretended to be asleep. 

It was difficult for the authorities to determine Angelita’s identity, as she did not know her real surname. All she knew was that Enriqueta had insisted that Angelita call her “mom” and that her father’s name was Juan. 

This acted to affirm Enriqueta’s claim that Angelita was her real daughter via her estranged husband Juan Pujalo. Juan presented himself before the judge at his own will after learning of his wife’s arrest. He informed them that he had not been living with Enriqueta for many years now, that they had no children together, and that he had no idea where Angelita had come from. 

Enriqueta eventually confessed to taking Angelita from her sister-in-law at birth after informing her sister-in-law that the child had died. Enriqueta was detained and placed in the “Reina Amalia” prison while the investigation against her continued. 

The Shocking Evidence

After Enriqueta was arrested in her flat and taken to prison there was a second investigation into her flat. During this investigation the detectives found several disturbing items. These discoveries did nothing but solidify the testimonies of Teresita and Angelita. And the evidence began to pile up against Enriqueta. 

The authorities found a sac of bloody clothes, just as Teresita had described. They found another sac of dirty clothes and at least thirty human bones of a small dimension. The bones showed signs that they had been exposed to fire. 

In the lounge of the flat the investigators found a wardrobe filled with nice clothing for both boys and girls. The lounge was a striking contrast to the rest of the flat. It was clean and well maintained where as the rest of the flat as impoverished and smelled poorly. 

In yet another locked room of the flat they found the horror that Enriqueta had been hiding. They found over fifty pitchers, jars, and washbowls with preserved human remains. They found fat, coagulated blood, children’s hair, skeletons of hands, powdered bones, and pots filled with potions, ointments and salves that had already been prepared for sale. 

It was a shocking site for the investigators and led them to look into two other flats where Enriqueta had lived as well as a house. In the garden of the house they found the skull of three-year-old child and several bones from children ages three, six, and eight. They also found remains of clothing, such as a mended sock, which gave authorities the inclination that Enriqueta had kidnapped mostly impoverished children from families that did not possess the means to look for them. 

In one of the other flats they found several more curious items. They found an ancient book with parchment covers, a book where Enriqueta wrote the recipes for her potions in elegant calligraphy, a package of letters and notes written in a code, and a list of the names of families and important figures in Barcelona. 

The list was the most controversial item that was discovered. It was believed that the list contained the names of Enriqueta’s richest clients. The public opinion was that the rich people would not pay for their crimes of pedophilia and purchasing human remains. The authorities tried to keep the list from getting to the public but it was rumoured that the list contained the names of doctors, politicians, bankers, and businessmen. In order to calm the public the authorities claimed that the list contained the names of the people Enriqueta had begged from.

The police had to handle the case very carefully as the aftermath of Tragic Week was still fresh in their minds. The public opinion of the police was at an all time low and there was a need to improve that. They needed to handle the case carefully and they needed it to come to a satisfying conclusion for the public. 

Enriqueta’s Testimony

When the authorities questioned Enriqueta she informed them that she had changed her surname in order to rent the floors and flats which she habitually missed paying rent for. She confessed that Marina was her alternate surname and that Marti was her real surname. This fact was corroborated by her husband Juan. 

When asked about the presence of Teresita in her flat, Enriqueta insisted that she had found the girl alone and hungry and brought her back to the flat to ensure she was all right. The timeline that she provided did not line up with Claudia Elias’ timeline as she insisted on seeing the girl at the flat several days before Enriqueta’s arrest. 

The authorities also questioned Enriqueta about the presence of bones, human remains, potions, and other items that they had found in her dwellings. The authorities asked her if she had subjected the bones to high temperatures, such as burning them or cooking them. 

At first, Enriqueta claimed that she studied human anatomy. However, under the pressure of her interrogation she admitted that she was a healer and that she used the raw materials of children to make her remedies. She claimed that she was an expert in her practice and could make the best remedies out there. She even bragged that she sold her remedies for a high price and that they were sought after by some of the wealthiest people in Barcelona. 

During the interrogation Enriqueta disclosed the locations of her two other flats and the house. She told authorities to look there as she already knew her fate when it came to the procurement of children for pedophiles. Still, no matter how much the authorities pressured her she would not disclose the name of a single client. 

When the authorities asked Enriqueta about Pepito she claimed that a family member had placed him into her care and that he had retired to the country due to an illness. She had told Claudia Elias the same thing when the neighbour had inquired. However, Angelita’s and Claudia’s testimony tore holes in anything that Enriqueta had said. 

Enriqueta could not argue about the presence of the bloody clothes or the bloody knife in her flat. She was also not able to refute the presence of fat, blood, and bones. The authorities believed these to be the remains of Pepito. And when asked which family member had entrusted Pepito into her care. This made it clear to the authorities that Pepito had been kidnapped. 

Additionally, an Aragonese woman identified Enriqueta as the one who had kidnapped her infant son six years earlier in 1906. Enriqueta displayed kindness to the woman after their long journey from their homeland and offered to hold the child. She then moved away from the mother and disappeared with the child. The mother never found her son and it is believed that he was manufactured to make Enriqueta’s remedies. 

It became clear that Enriqueta tried to pass Angelita as her daughter and even taught the girl to say that Juan was her father. But when questioned further about it Angelita admitted that she had no clue whom Juan actually was. This was supported by Juan’s statement that he had no children with Enriqueta. He went on to say that Enriqueta had faked both pregnancy and childbirth in the past.  A medical examination of Enriqueta proved that she had never delivered a child. Enriqueta finally admitted to stealing the child from Maria Pujalo. 

With the evidence that was stacked against her the authorities had no qualms about imprisoning Enriqueta. It was clear that she was not only responsible for kidnapping child and murdering them. She was also responsible for procuring children for pedophiles and defiling their corpses. The police needed to make an example of her by not letting her high society connections allow her to get off this time. And considering they’d let her go once, they were not about to do it again. 

The Conclusion

Enriqueta was imprisoned in the “Renia Amalia” where she awaited judgment. She tried to commit suicide while in prison using a knife made out of wood to slit her wrists. But she didn’t die at her own hands. Her prison companions lynched her on one of the prison patios. 

The death of Enriqueta, as untimely and unavoidable as it was, took away the opportunity to completely expose her secrets. She died May 12, 1913. The official statement was that she died of a longtime illness; however, it was the brutal beatings she received in prison that killed her. 

Enriqueta was buried in a common grave at the Cementerio del Sudoeste. The location of her exact grave was kept secret in order to protect her corpse from anyone who would seek to desecrate it. 

So after years of reigning terror in Barcelona and keeping the rich well supplied in potions and children, Enriqueta ceased to exist. She will forever be remembered for what she did in her life. She will forever be talked about in one form or another. And her actions continue to keep people intrigued and horrified even a hundred years later. 
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JENA DICKENS

Catherine Margaret Harrison was born on May 23rd, 1951. Her partner, David John Birnie, was born on February 16th, 1951 and died on October 7th, 2015 by way of suicide. The duo was famously known throughout Australia as:  The Killer Couple.  They were from Perth, Australia and were found to have murdered four women ranging in age from 15 to 31 years old, over a span of about five weeks.  Their fifth victim managed to escape through the bedroom window, while Catherine was distracted by a knock at the front door.  The woman immediately ran and found help.  The press referred to the heinous murders as the Moorhouse Murders.  The victims were taken to Catherine and David’s home located at 3 Moorhouse Street in Willagee, in Western Australia, a suburb of Perth.

Catherine was only two years old when her mother died in childbirth while giving birth to Catherine’s younger brother.  Her brother also died, two days later.  Catherine’s father, Harold, couldn’t manage raising Catherine on his own at that time so she went to live with her maternal grandparents.  When she was ten years old, Harold petitioned the court to receive custody of Catherine again, and he won.  There always seemed to be a battle.  Catherine’s father didn’t want her, but then wanted her, always back and forth.  After Catherine was convicted of four counts of murder, it caused her father to suffer a nervous breakdown.

When Catherine was twelve years old she met a boy named David Birnie and they began dating two years later when they became teenagers.  Both Catherine and David came from dysfunctional families.  Their home life was chaotic and messy, literally as well as figuratively.  David’s mother was an alcoholic and his father was away at work the majority of the time. His father died in 1986 after battling a long illness.  The house, as well as his mother, were messy and unkempt.  She left her older children in charge of taking care of their younger siblings.  She refused to do anything when it concerned the children and their welfare.  Allegedly, David’s mother would leave the refrigerator door open so that the children could eat throughout the day.  David was the oldest of five children.  David’s school friends, as well as the local priest, deemed the family dysfunctional.  The parents never prepared meals for their children, the house was always a mess, and the Priest, before marrying David’s parents, said that he felt that their marriage would never lead to anything good.  Little did he know how accurate his assumptions would be.

Catherine and David met through mutual friends shortly after David’s family moved to the same Perth neighborhood as Catherine and her father.  Catherine’s father felt that David was trouble and a bad influence.  Catherine had begun getting into a lot of trouble with the local police ever since the two of them met.  Harold begged and pleaded with Catherine to stay away from David and stay out of trouble.  Of course, this just brought the two closer.  Whenever two kids are told not to do something, they go out of their way to blatantly disobey.

Even in adolescence David began exhibiting violent and perverse behavior.  When David turned fifteen he dropped out of school and began working as jockey apprentice for Eric Parnham at the Ascot Race Course.  While there, David would hurt the horses and also began his perverse career as an exhibitionist.  David committed his first rape shortly after.  By this point he had spent time in and out of jail for several charges ranging from misdemeanors to felonies.  He built up a reputation around town as a sex and pornography addict.

Catherine was an accessory to a lot of crimes because of her involvement with David.  They built up an extensive history of numerous charges including: breaking and entering, trespassing, unlawfully driving a motor vehicle, and theft.  Catherine took the time, while in jail, to decide it was time to get away from David and start over.  David had to serve a long jail sentence, while Catherine got off with probation.  With the help of her parole officer, she found a job as a housekeeper working for the McLaughlin family.  She ended up marrying the families’ oldest son, Donald McLaughlin, on her twenty first birthday.  They went on to have seven children.  One of her children, however, was killed in a car accident while he was only an infant, leaving her with six of her children to take care of.  Catherine was never really interested in motherhood though, and wasn’t proud of her children and her family like another mother might be.  She wasn’t concerned about the children or keeping up with the house.  Catherine was never truly happy.  Her thoughts kept going back to her childhood love, David Birnie.  The family that she had left never saw Catherine as a violent or evil person.  Not unless she was around David.

Catherine finally reconnected with David Birnie after a thirteen year separation, four weeks after she gave birth to their seventh child.  David had escaped from prison and the two of them had begun seeing each other.  Catherine left her family and everything behind when David popped back into her life.  They finally moved in together and Catherine had her last name changed to Birnie, although the couple never formally or legally got married. They moved into a white brick, two bedroom bungalow on Moorhouse Street.  The house was unkempt, the property looked untended, and the house needed a fresh coat of paint.  Catherine was completely dependent on David, emotionally and physically.  Catherine was easily controlled and manipulated by David, and she would do anything and everything to make him happy.  She never wanted to disappoint him.  David had an insatiable sexual appetite and was said to have sex up to six times a day.  He also accrued an extensive pornography collection and his brother claimed he always had someone.  He always had a woman around.  David’s brother, James, had ended up staying with Catherine and David for a short while. James had just recently been released from prison after serving time for his own sex related offenses. He stayed with the couple for about six months.  His brother went on to describe the numbing spray that David would spray on his penis before he had sex with all of the different women.  

David and Catherine had exhausted all of their options sexually and began looking for new ways to pleasure themselves. They had spoken about abduction and rape, but had not realized that it would be just a few short weeks before they turned their fantasies into a heinous and perverted reality.  Being as emotionally dependent on David as she was, it was easy for David to talk her into his abduction and rape plans.  Catherine could never tell him no.  She felt that she couldn’t survive without him and would do anything to keep him.  Catherine was completely codependent and David always seemed to be in control.  She wanted David to have all the pleasure and excitement that he wanted but knew that they had exhausted all efforts between just the two of them.

The abductions, rapes, and brutal murders began on October 6th, 1986. The couple didn’t really care who their victims were, as long as they were female and alone.  Twenty two year old Mary Neilson arrived at the Moorhouse Street residence to inquire about some tires that David had for sale. Mary was a student at the University of Western Australia where she was pursuing her degree in Psychology.  Once inside the house, David took Mary by knife point and chained her to their bed and gagged her.  Catherine stood in the room and watched as David raped the girl repeatedly.  After the rape, the couple took Mary to Gleneagles National Park.  David raped her one more time and then strangled her with a nylon cord and stabbed her through the heart.  The couple then buried Mary in a shallow grave.  Catherine looked on while David committed these violent acts, however, she did not yet participate.

The second murder took place on October 20th.  The victim was fifteen year old, Susannah Candy.  Susannah was a high school student attending Hollywood High School.  She lived with her parents and had two brothers and one sister. Catherine and David Birnie had been driving around for several hours that night in search of their next victim.  The couple finally found a girl walking along Stirling Highway, by herself, trying to hitch a ride.  As soon as she got into David’s car she had a knife to her throat and she was taken to the Birnies’ home.  While at the home, she was forced to write letters to her family explaining that she decided to run away.  David repeatedly raped Susannah while she lay bound and gagged.  Catherine had gotten into the bed with them and tried to strangle her with the nylon cord, but Susannah began fighting back.  They forced sleeping pills down her throat, and once she passed out they successfully strangled her with the cord.  The couple took Susannah to the State Park and buried her in a shallow grave, like their previous victims.  This was the first time that Catherine took part in the murder.  Catherine never showed any form of remorse over what she had done.  When later asked why she contributed she said, “I wanted to see how strong I was within my inner self.  I didn’t feel a thing.  It was like I expected.  I was prepared to follow him to the end of the earth and do anything to see that his desires were satisfied.  She was a female.  Females hurt and destroy males.”

On November 1st, the Killer Couple comes across their third victim, Noelene Patterson.  Noelene was on her way home from work when her car ran out of gas. Noelene was a bar manager and had been working at Nedland’s Golf Club that day.  She was standing beside her car when David pulled up to her and offered his help.  The thirty one year old got into David’s car and was immediately met with a knife at her throat.  She was taken to Moorhouse Street where she was bound and gagged, while being raped repeatedly.  The original plan, like the others, was to kill the girl that same night.  David had seemed
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