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This book is dedicated to all those who have served aboard the ships that have carried the proud name USS Wasp—from the Revolutionary War to the modern-day Wasp-class amphibious assault ship, LHD 1. Across centuries, in times of peace and war, the name Wasp has symbolized the courage, determination, and tenacity of the United States Navy and Marine Corps. It is a name borne by eight vessels—each with its own legacy, yet bound by a common thread of sacrifice, innovation, and unwavering commitment to duty.

To the sailors and Marines who have walked the decks of the current USS Wasp (LHD 1), we honor your tireless service. You have deployed to conflict zones, supported humanitarian missions, executed amphibious operations, and trained in every corner of the globe. You’ve stood long watches, launched aircraft into hostile skies, and kept the ship running in storms, warzones, and everything in between. This book is, in part, your story.

To the crews of previous Wasps, especially those aboard USS Wasp (CV-7) who made the ultimate sacrifice during World War II, and the men of USS Wasp (CV-18) who braved the brutal Pacific Theater, this book pays tribute to your valor. You earned your place in history through grit and blood, fighting across vast oceans to preserve liberty. Your legacy laid the foundation for the ships and crews that followed.

To the shipbuilders, engineers, designers, and support personnel—both military and civilian—who made the Wasp possible, your vision and labor gave form to steel, systems, and seaworthiness. Your unseen hands helped forge a warship that became a floating city, a fighting platform, and a beacon of American resolve.

To the families of those who served aboard Wasp, your strength and resilience deserve special recognition. You endured long deployments, missed birthdays, sleepless nights, and constant worry—but your love and support sustained the men and women who served.

This book is also dedicated to the Marine units embarked aboard the USS Wasp. Your presence brought the ship its full purpose as a seaborne assault platform. From humanitarian relief in the Philippines to combat operations in the Middle East, your boots hitting the deck meant the Wasp was ready for anything.

Finally, to all those who read this book—whether out of curiosity, respect, or remembrance—I hope you come to appreciate the proud legacy of the USS Wasp and the people who brought it to life. This is not just a story about a ship—it is the story of generations of Americans bound by sea, service, and sacrifice.

May the name Wasp always sail with honor and may the memories of those who served under that banner never be forgotten.

—Donald Yates

Author, The Life of the USS Wasp 
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The History and Capabilities of the USS Wasp.

The name USS Wasp has been carried by eight proud ships of the United States Navy, each embodying the spirit of American resolve at sea. From the original sloop-of-war in the American Revolution to today’s modern amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), the Wasp lineage represents over two centuries of naval service, sacrifice, and innovation.

The current USS Wasp (LHD 1) is the lead ship of the Wasp-class amphibious assault ships and was commissioned on July 29, 1989. Built at the Ingalls Shipbuilding yard in Pascagoula, Mississippi, the Wasp was designed to embark, transport, and land elements of a Marine landing force in an assault by helicopter, landing craft, and amphibious vehicle. She also supports fixed-wing operations, making her one of the most versatile and capable warships in the Navy's fleet.

But the legacy of the Wasp began long before the Cold War-era steel hull was laid. The original USS Wasp was a Continental Navy sloop commissioned in 1775. That small but fierce vessel captured numerous British ships before being lost at sea in 1777. Since then, seven more ships have carried the name. The most famous among them is perhaps USS Wasp (CV-7), a Yorktown-class aircraft carrier sunk during World War II in the Solomon Islands after being struck by Japanese torpedoes in 1942. Her loss took 193 sailors and airmen with her, but her spirit lived on in USS Wasp (CV-18), an Essex-class carrier that served in World War II and beyond before being decommissioned in 1972.

The current USS Wasp (LHD 1) is a marvel of amphibious warfare. Stretching over 844 feet in length and displacing more than 40,000 tons, she is essentially a small aircraft carrier capable of deploying Marines, helicopters, and fixed-wing aircraft such as the AV-8B Harrier and the F-35B Lightning II. The ship can carry a complement of approximately 1,100 Navy personnel and embark around 1,900 Marines, making it a floating forward operating base.

One of Wasp’s most prominent capabilities lies in its aviation wing. The flight deck supports simultaneous operations of rotary- and fixed-wing aircraft. Equipped with a 600-foot long deck and aircraft elevators, the Wasp can launch assault helicopters like the CH-53E Super Stallion and the MV-22B Osprey, as well as tilt-rotor aircraft that dramatically extend the range and speed of amphibious operations.

Below the flight deck, the Wasp features a well deck that can be flooded to launch and recover landing craft, including the Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC), which can carry troops and vehicles directly to shore. This makes the Wasp a powerful tool for rapid deployment of forces in both combat and humanitarian missions. She is capable of embarking tanks, Humvees, artillery, and logistical supplies necessary to sustain ground operations ashore.

The ship’s medical capabilities are another vital component of its design. With a full hospital that includes six operating rooms and nearly 600 beds, the Wasp can serve as a floating medical center during crises, treating both military personnel and civilians during humanitarian missions. This capacity proved invaluable in disaster relief operations, such as following Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines in 2013.

Defensively, the USS Wasp is outfitted with multiple layers of protection, including Rolling Airframe Missiles (RAM), the Phalanx Close-In Weapon System (CIWS), and electronic warfare suites designed to detect and counter threats. While the Wasp does not typically operate alone—usually sailing as part of an Amphibious Ready Group (ARG)—its onboard systems allow it to defend itself and its embarked Marines in hostile environments.

The Wasp has seen significant operational use since her commissioning. She participated in Operation Iraqi Freedom, supported relief missions in Haiti, and played a key role in testing and deploying the F-35B Joint Strike Fighter, helping to bring fifth-generation stealth capability to the Navy-Marine Corps team at sea.

More than a warship, the USS Wasp serves as a symbol of America’s forward presence. She represents the ability of the United States to project power and provide aid anywhere in the world. Her adaptability makes her an essential component of 21st-century naval strategy.

In sum, the USS Wasp stands as the latest chapter in a long and honorable history. From the gun decks of the 18th-century sloop to the hangar bays of a modern amphibious assault ship, the vessels that have borne the name Wasp have earned their place in the annals of American naval heritage. With her mix of air, sea, and ground capabilities, the current Wasp continues to live up to her name—small but fierce, versatile and ready, ever poised to respond wherever duty calls. 
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May 30, 1985. General (GEN) Paul X. Kelley, commandant of the Marine Corps, delivers the principal address at the keel laying of amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1) at Ingalls Shipbuilding. 
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May 30, 1985. An overall view of the Ingalls Shipbuilding shipyard during the keel laying of amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1). Photographer unknown. Photo courtesy of Ingalls Shipbuilding.
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February 3, 1989. The amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD-1) is silhouetted at anchor in the sunset near Guantanamo Bay. Photo by James E. Westfall.
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March 24, 1989. A starboard quarter view of the amphibious assault ship WASP (LHD-1) underway during sea trials. Photo courtesy of Ingalls Shipbuilding.
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March 24, 1989. A bow view of the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1) underway during sea trials in the Gulf of Mexico. Photo courtesy of Ingalls Shipbuilding.
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March 24, 1989. A stern view of the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1) underway during sea trials in the Gulf of Mexico. Photo courtesy of Ingalls Shipbuilding.
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March 24, 1989. A starboard view of the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1) underway during sea trials in the Gulf of Mexico. Photo courtesy of Ingalls Shipbuilding.
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July 20, 1989. Family members wait behind a fence to greet the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is arriving in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN.
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July 20, 1989. Family members come aboard the Amphibious Assault Ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN. 
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July 20, 1989. A clown entertains children of families waiting for the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is arriving in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN. 
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July 20, 1989. A Sailor works with a mooring line on the Amphibious Assault Ship USS WASP (LHD 1), as it arrives in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN. 
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July 20, 1989. Family and friends of the crew wait behind a fence to greet the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is arriving in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN.
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July 20, 1989. Family and friends of the crew come aboard the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN.
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July 20, 1989. Family and friends of the crew wait behind a fence to greet the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is arriving in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN.
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July 20, 1989. Family and friends of the crew wait behind a fence to greet the amphibious assault ship USS WASP (LHD 1), which is arriving in port for its commissioning. Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN.
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July 29, 1989. The Commandant of the Marine Corps, General (GEN) Alfred M. Gray, delivers the keynote address at the commissioning of the Amphibious Assault Ship USS WASP (LHD 1). Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN. 
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July 29, 1989. Senator John W. Warner, (R-VA), speaks to the crowd attending the commissioning of the Amphibious Assault Ship USS WASP (LHD 1). Photo by PH3 Stephen Batiz, USN. 
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July 29, 1989. A Marine captain stands in front of an honor guard made up of Sailors from
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