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This book is intended to be used as a Bible study guide, either by individuals or by groups, preferably with the guidance of a teacher knowledgeable in the subject. A few discussion and review questions are included at the end of each chapter.

The scriptural truth regarding God’s way of unity for disciples today is an integrated pattern of teaching which can only be uncovered by careful Bible study. It is a truth which can easily be missed, and yet it is one which is central to God’s purposes for us as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is hoped that the study of this book and the scriptures referred to herein will help many believers, both inside and outside the Churches of God in the Fellowship of God’s Son, to understand and be convinced about this vital truth.

Scripture References

You may think that there is a very large number of scripture references throughout the text. But I hope you realize that this is the whole point of this book - to enable you to study these scriptures for yourself. Some scriptures are quoted right in the text, while only references are given for others.

The quotations are generally from the English Revised Version (1884). While it is not as common as several other versions, and uses 19th century English, I have used it because of its exactness. Just to give a couple of examples:

(a) The King James Authorized Version sometimes interchanges the words child(ren) and son(s), whereas these have quite distinct meanings in scripture. For example, I John 3:2 is translated “...now are we the sons of God”, where the Greek word is “teknon” which means “children”, which is quite different. The New King James Version has corrected this.

(b) In 1 Corinthians 3:9, the New International Version translates the word “husbandry” as “field”, which loses the significance of the distinction between individual plants growing among weeds in the field (symbolically, the world) and plants in an enclosed cultivated garden.

The Old and New Testaments

It is important to point out how we should apply the two portions of the Bible in our study of them. The New Testament is what directly applies to us today; it is where we get our teaching. We are under the new covenant (testament). The Old Testament included different dispensations and introduced a different covenant, which has now been replaced. It is rich with illustrations to help us understand and appreciate our New Testament teaching, but its specific instructions are not always directly applicable to us today. For example, the tabernacle in the wilderness, and the subsequent temples in Jerusalem, were God's house in those days. But, as Jesus told the Samaritan woman, “the hour cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father” (John 4:21). However, as Hebrews tells us, that tabernacle and its service is “a parable for the time now present” (Heb.9:9); we can compare it with the spiritual house and service that applies to us today to help us to understand it better.
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A person’s final words in this life are usually thought to be very important. We would expect this especially to be the case with the Lord Jesus Christ. In John chapter 17 we have a verbatim account of the Lord’s personal prayer to His Father in heaven on His last night before Calvary. What was He praying for? He said, “I pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast given me ... for them also that believe on me through their word” (v.9,20). We are included in that second category, if we have believed on Christ based on the testimony of the apostles as recorded in the New Testament. In other words, He was praying for us that night. And what was particularly on His mind? It was this: “that they may all be one ... perfected into one” (v.21,23). What was of uppermost concern to Him at that point was the unity of those who would believe. If it was that important to Him, it must be of paramount importance to us too.

To all of us as believers, our salvation was a momentous event. It totally changed our eternal destiny, and also our direction in our life. It made possible a living relationship with God and His Son, access to Him in prayer, and many, many other blessings. We value these greatly. But the more we look into God’s Word as we grow as obedient disciples of the Lord Jesus, the more we realize that this salvation was just the beginning of a great journey. God has so much planned for us, if we want to follow all the way. And, not surprisingly, much of it relates to what the Lord was praying for so earnestly that night - unity among us.

A. Can God be served “acceptably” by us just as individuals?

The Bible teaches that God's purposes for us today are ultimately collective. When God begins His work with us, He works with us as individuals (such as: choosing us, calling us, and saving us), but always with a view to our becoming part of His collective purposes. The Old Testament is an example of this, where the book of Genesis deals with several individuals (Adam, Noah, Abraham, etc.) in preparation for what follows; Exodus and all subsequent books deal with a collective people - God's chosen people, Israel. We can’t fulfill God’s desires for us apart from each other. We can’t serve God fully alone.

Without minimizing in any way the blessings that come to us as individuals, if we focus only on these and stop short of fully realizing the collective purposes, we shall miss a large part of God's will for us. These are things which Hebrews 6:11 says “accompany salvation”. We shall also miss the full significance of the positions and work that Christ now has and which resulted from His victory at Calvary and His exaltation in heaven, since many of these pertain to these collective purposes.

It is primarily in these collective purposes that God receives the service He desires from believers today. They are not primarily for our benefit, although they do have blessings for us. They are primarily for Him, and that is the more important aspect of His divine purpose. It is therefore vital that we understand what kind of divine service God considers to be “acceptable”. For example:


“Ye ... are built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet.2:5)

“Wherefore, receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer service well pleasing to God with reverence and awe:” (Heb.12:28)


We shall see later how these requirements are met today.

B. What are His collective purposes?

There are many examples in scripture of the individual blessings of salvation being just a partial fulfilment of the full collective blessings that are available to believers. Scripture uses many different metaphors in describing these. Let’s examine some of them:

(1) From new creatures to the Body of Christ

At our salvation we become “new creatures in Christ” (2 Cor.5:17); we have a new spiritual nature and become alive to God. However, in addition, at the same time, whether we are aware of it or not, Christ baptizes (immerses) us spiritually in the Holy Spirit into “the Church the Body of Christ” (1 Cor.12:13; John 1:33). This is quite distinct from our water baptism which may follow. The Church the Body of Christ is an invisible, indivisible, spiritual union of believers with Him and with each other. We become “members” of that one body, of which Christ is the head. This requires no action on our part. God wants, not just individual new creatures, but one spiritual body.

(2) From children to a people

At our salvation we become “children of God” through the new birth, through receiving Christ as our Saviour (John 1:12). But we also become sons and receive “the Spirit of adoption” (the Holy Spirit), who works to produce in us the character of sonship to God.

(Note that some translations, including the King James Authorized Version don't consistently differentiate between the words “child” {Greek: “teknon”} and “son” {Greek: “huios”}.) Being a “child” of God focuses on our spiritual origin, that we are born of God; being a “son” of God focuses more on our development in the likeness of God as we move towards our inheritance as His sons of perfect unity and glory with Him. Adoption means “son-placing.”

As sons and daughters of God, we become the “people of God”, and also brethren and sisters of one another, as these scriptures show:


“... they shall be my people ... I will be to you a Father, and ye shall be to me sons and daughters ...”  (2 Cor.6:16-18).

“I will call that my people which was not my people ...There shall they be called sons of the living God” (Rom.9:25,26).


And so becoming a child of God is just the beginning of a relationship that should culminate in all children of God becoming God's collective people. God
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