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SUMMARY
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With the unexpected death of Buddy, Hailey trains with several other horses. She must choose which one is to be her show horse. Hailey is partial to Dusty, who has two injuries to heal before Miss Sara can consider her as Hailey’s show horse. Hailey must work to create a respective bond with her that will allow them to compete. 

 

It is time for Hailey to step up and be more assertive with her mares, listening to the expert instructions from Miss Sara. Miss Sara acknowledges Dusty as advanced and would be a perfect choice for Hailey. 

 

Ride with Hailey while one of the best trainers in the hunter / jumper division prepares her and Dusty for competition.

DEDICATION
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I dedicate this work to my granddaughter, Jenna. At the time of writing this book, Jenna is 15 years old. She is planning to use her love for all animals and study to become a veterinarian.

INTRODUCTION
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Hailey cherished and respected Buddy, but she trained on several other horses and loved each one the same. With the death of Buddy, Hailey must decide on which one would be her show horse. Her preference is Dusty, who experienced a few injuries that needed to mend. If Dusty heals in time to train with Hailey, she would be her choice for a show in late January, and from now on.

 

A horse in the same field as Dusty kicked her in the upper portion of her back, left upper leg. This prevented riding her for 2 weeks, while the swelling reduced and the muscles healed. Ice packs for this injury were difficult to strap in place, and they needed to monitor it often and re-position as necessary. 


They also dealt with an inner foot problem by administering medicine and taping the surrounding hoof, covering the bottom portion allowing it to improve with no activity.

 

Long Run Stables was doing very well during this period. They filled the occupancy in all stalls and they hired an additional instructor, Miss Alexis. Mr. Chris, while off a few weeks from his job, put his talents and efforts into remodeling and bringing the stables up to date. He replaced the large barn doors with new ones that he made himself with plexiglass in the top portions. He constructed a sign-in podium at the front, which everyone could see and use. Mr Chris fortified the outside wall around the inside ring area by making it solid; and he plans to construct a roof over the main door to the indoor arena and stables. He added rubber mats to the floor of each stall, and plywood between.


DUSTY
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Hailey rode Dusty a few times prior to her injuries and realized she had a bond with this horse. Miss Sara also noticed how well Dusty and Hailey worked together. Dusty loved Hailey’s firm yet gentle approach to control. Her soft voice, tender touch, and gentle handling were what Dusty needed. Hailey’s firm grip on the reigns, and tight squeeze from her thighs, made Dusty feel comfortable and confident with her rider.

 

“Hailey, let’s tack up Dusty today.”

 

“Is Miss Terri leasing Dusty? Is she going to show with Dusty soon?”

 

“Yes, her lease expires in about 60 days. She has bought a mare, Stella, that she will ride from now on.”

 

“What about the points that Miss Terri has been trying to earn while riding Dusty?”

 

“She has already earned enough points for the year. Dusty is free for you to ride now. She is also available to lease, if you are interested.”

 

“Sorry, we cannot lease, but I will ride Dusty. She is a splendid animal and I am sure we will do well together. Thank you.”

 

Dusty works well with other horses and does not have any issues with being nervous, or scared of situations. She likes to run and can be a little difficult sometimes. One day, Hailey and Dusty were training outside and she would not jump at all. Miss Sara was not sure, but it may have been because of problems with her injuries. She said it would be a good idea to listen to Dusty and not do anything that might cause injury to horse and rider. The trainer makes this call, and she is always about safety first. This is another reason we like Long Run Stables. They always focus on putting safety first above all else.

 

“Hailey, let’s ride Dark today.”

 

“Why not Dusty?”

 

“Dusty’s foot has healed OK, but another horse kicked her and this needs to heal before she can be rode again.”

 

When Dusty was ready to train for competition, Hailey was excited to hear this significant news. She requested to train with Dusty and ride her in the show in late January.  


Miss Sara approved Hailey to compete in late January, riding Dusty.

Continuing with the same horse would allow them to accumulate points during the year. Hailey could receive a bigger prize such as a jacket, shirt, mug, or equipment. 


“Hailey, are you fit to train with Dusty today?”

 

“Yes, I am. Are all her injuries healed?”

 

“Yes, she is ready to go. Let’s get started training for the next show.”

 

Christmas week there were not any lessons. This allowed everyone to rest and take a deep breath. It would prepare both horses and riders to shift gears and work hard for the show on January 23rd.
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