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ADELAIDE OVAL

Still maintaining a view to Adelaide Cathedral
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Queen Elizabeth II meets two local South Australian teams at the Adelaide Oval on 19th March 1954. The Queen’s eight-week visit was her first, indeed, it was the first visit to Australia by any British ruling monarch.

With the River Torrens to the south and 760 hectares of Adelaide parklands stretching to the north, the much-admired Adelaide Oval was created from twelve acres of ground leased from the Adelaide City Council in 1871. As ovals go, it was rather long and narrow, which pleased batsmen who hooked and cut, but not those who specialised in straight sixes.

The first ever match in 1873 saw a British-born team take on a side of Colonial players, followed the next year by a visit from W.G. Grace’s XI. After beating Yorke’s Bay XXII, Grace’s team won their game against a South Australia XXII. A half-holiday was declared for the occasion and a fine crowd of 5,000 attended. In the 1880s the Adelaide Oval took its place as a major sporting venue. The ground hosted its first Test – only the sixth to have taken place – in 1884, staged a football match played under electric light which attracted a crowd of 8,000, and also hosted its first Grand Final in Aussie rules football.
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Unlike many of the Australian mega stadia, the Adelaide Oval has maintained views to the parkland and cathedral beyond.

One of the outstanding cricket players of this or any era was the South Australian player George Giffen. In 1891, he recorded one of the great performances in first-class cricket against Victoria, scoring 271 runs and taking 16 wickets for 166 in the match. He was the first person to achieve the double of 1000 runs and 100 wickets, all against England. His career figures of 10,000 runs and 1,000 wickets have never been surpassed by any Australian.

Development of the ground was slow. A wooden members’ stand, built in 1882, lasted for 10 years until replaced by the George Giffen grandstand which survived until 2009. Separate Ladies and Smokers stands were constructed in 1895 on the northern side of the Members’ Stand. Majestic Moreton Bay fig trees were planted in the 1890s which gave shade to spectators and blocked free views of the cricket by non-paying passers-by. At the same time, earth from the banks of the River Torrens was used to construct a mound which became the Adelaide Hill. When the famous hand-operated scoreboard was installed there in 1911, the Hill became an institution and a home for the noisiest elements of the crowd.

Cricket at the Adelaide Oval has not been short of drama. Probably the defining moment of the 1932/33 Ashes ‘Bodyline’ series occurred when England’s fast bowler Harold Larwood struck and injured the Australian batsmen Bill Woodfull and Bert Oldfield. In 1992, the West Indies won the fourth Test by one run when the Australian number 11, Craig McDermott, edged Courtney Walsh to the wicket-keeper, and in 1999, the Sri Lankan team almost abandoned the game when Muttiah Muralitharan was continually no-balled for throwing in an ODI against England.
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Looking across the Oval and the River Torrens towards the central business district of Adelaide.

Domestically, by 1934 South Australia had gone almost ten years without winning the Sheffield Shield. With Bradman dissatisfied at New South Wales, the state wooed him with a business offer and immediately reaped the benefit, winning the Sheffield Shield twice in the next four years. Beginning with three centuries in his first three games, Bradman made 18 centuries and only one duck in his new career, which ended in 1948.

Ground development never stood still in these years with the construction of the Sir Donald Bradman stand in 1990 and the Chappell Stands in 2003. But pressure was building for a new Aussie rules venue. Faced with the enormous cost of a new stadium, the government preferred to re-purpose the Adelaide Oval, as long as the Heritage Status features were preserved. Particularly important were the Northern Mound, the scoreboard, the fig trees and the view beyond the stadium. Not everyone was happy. The Kaurna, the original people of the Adelaide Plains, still have unrecognised territorial claims.
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With the change of dimensions in 2014 to 183m × 134m for the benefit of Aussie rules football, one sad casualty is the all-run five, which was possible before.

So the Adelaide Oval is now officially a multi-sport stadium. This meant demolishing the Giffen, Bradman and Chappell stands and building a monster new West Stand. The ground capacity has been increased from 34,000 to about 50,000, depending on the sport. Test matches since 2013 have been played on drop-in pitches, spelling the end for what was reckoned to be the best batting wicket in Australia. Amid the turmoil, the 1911 scoreboard and the fig trees survived.








AGEAS BOWL

The new home of Hampshire cricket became an invaluable Test venue
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The greenfield site of what would become the Rose Bowl, with the M27 motorway nearby.

In 1987, Mark Nicholas, captain of Hampshire, and club vice-Chairman Bill Hughes, went out for an Italian meal. Nicholas was concerned about Hampshire’s future at the County Ground in Southampton. Northlands Road – the County’s home since 1885 – was surrounded by residential buildings with little room for expansion. Of the main outgrounds, development at Bournemouth didn’t really make sense in terms of cost, and Portsmouth only hosted two games a year. Supposing, Nicholas mused, that Hampshire could centralise its cricketing activities and build a modern stadium in the Southampton area? It was an idea which received general support in the club, but it was well into the 1990s before Hampshire found what they were looking for – a 150-acre site owned by Queen’s College, Oxford, at West End, just north of the M27. An architect was selected – Sir Michael Hopkins, designer of the Mound Stand at Lord’s. Mark Nicholas, former England batsman Robin Smith and off-spinner Sean Udal stood in the empty field and toasted the future home of Hampshire cricket in champagne.
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There probably wouldn’t be a Hampshire club today without Rod Bransgrove. After construction began in 1997, costs spiralled out of control and the club became technically insolvent. Rod Bransgrove, with a fortune made in pharmaceuticals and a passionate interest in cricket, agreed to become Chairman. He bankrolled the club, although the figures were eye-watering – an operating loss of over £1 million in 2002 and an overall loss of more than £4 million. Further large sums were required in 2011 and 2012.

Today, the Rose Bowl (or the Ageas Bowl as it is known for sponsorship reasons) has found ways to balance the books. A four-star 175-room Hilton hotel built in 2015 with suites named after Hampshire cricketers, the 18-hole Boundary Lakes golf course opened in 2017, and pop concerts, all contribute to financial stability. The hotel is integrated into the ground and this feature was ideal during the Covid pandemic, making it a bio-secure base – along with Old Trafford – for the West Indies and Pakistan Tests in 2020. Whether this will earn Rod Bransgrove any Brownie points in his attempt to achieve perhaps his greatest ambition remains to be seen. The Ageas Bowl has hosted a small number of Test matches but, despite its magnificent facilities, not yet an Ashes Test. Even hosting the final of the World Test Championship in 2021, though a nice consolation prize, was not quite the same thing.








NARENDRA MODI STADIUM, AHMEDABAD

Quite simply the world’s biggest cricket stadium
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Located near the Sabarmati River on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, the Sardar Patel Gujarat Stadium was built in nine months in 1983 and finished only two months ahead of the first Test match. A 50-acre site donated by the state government, the ground has hosted a number of Tests and ODI matches, although one ODI against England in 1993 was cancelled due to local disturbances. The stadium, with a capacity of 49,000 spectators, was selected to host matches in both the 1987 and 1996 World Cups, including the opening match in 1996. Strangely, there is a ground in the city with exactly the same name which hosted international cricket when England beat India in an ODI in 1981. Notable records at the ground include Kapil Dev taking his 432nd Test wicket against the West Indies in 1983, to break Sir Richard Hadlee’s world record, and Sunil Gavaskar passing 10,000 runs in Tests while playing against Pakistan in 1987. In 1999, Sachin Tendulkar scored his first Test match double-hundred against New Zealand. The photo above shows the first day of the second Test between England and India at the stadium in December 2001.
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The Motera Stadium, as the ground was now called, was expanded to 54,000 ahead of the 2006 Champions Trophy. In 2014, Narendra Modi, then Chief Minister of Gujarat, decided to rebuild the ground from scratch with a capacity of 110,000 to make it the largest in the world, bigger than Melbourne with its 100,000 capacity. The old stadium was demolished in 2015 and construction of the new completed in February 2020, two years overdue. Its scale reflects India’s passion for cricket – nine of the world’s largest cricket stadiums are in India – with uninterrupted sightlines and a 55-room clubhouse. The first major event was the visit of President Trump on 24th February 2020, and on the same day, the stadium was controversially renamed Narendra Modi Stadium in honour of the Gujarati who was now the country’s Prime Minister. In 2021, the stadium booked its place in cricket history by becoming the venue for the first day–night Test in India. Sadly the game didn’t live up to the occasion, with India only taking two days to beat a sorry England.








AIGBURTH, LIVERPOOL

Still offering lawn tennis alongside county cricket
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In 1877, Liverpool Cricket Club (or The Original and Unrivalled Mosslake Fields Cricket Society, as they were modestly known) were looking for a new ground. Wavertree Road, their home since 1847, had just been bought by property developers. They decided to buy the 20-acre Aigburth site, where lawn tennis and bowls had been played since 1807, playing at Croxteth Hall until the ground was ready. The first game at the new venue took place on 13–14th June 1881 between Lancashire and Cambridge University, watched by 9,000 spectators. The site cost £2,000 and the splendid pavilion £21,000, equivalent to £2.5 million today. Indeed, the 1880 pavilion is the oldest at a first-class cricket ground and in 1992 had ‘distinctive green and white painted weather-boarding’, according to William Powell’s Wisden Guide to Cricket Grounds. With Old Trafford reserved for Test matches, Aigburth was the natural venue when the Australians played Lancashire. The ground was also used for football: when England played Ireland in 1883, the playing pitch was marked out on a portion of the ground farthest away from the pavilion. Aigburth certainly had a fan in Don Bradman who declared that it was among his top five favourite grounds in the world.
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The weather-boarding remains green at Aigburth and, on the whole, Lancashire have a successful record at the ground. The county did not lose at Aigburth for 43 games from June 1908 to July 1937, the third-longest unbeaten run in the history of the County Championship. Further success came in 2011. While Old Trafford was being renovated
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