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There are so many reasons why people become serial killers. However, it is quite uncommon to meet a murderer who is willing to share the sensitive information with the authorities in order to have some financial gain and risk getting caught. Exactly this happened with Robert Maury, a serial killer who would often call the anonymous witness hotline and reveal where his victims are buried in order to collect the reward. Perhaps he could have gotten away with it if he managed to control himself and report just one victim. But Maury got greedy, knowing that he could earn even more money from providing the information to the investigators. 

Thanks to the phone operators who found this man and his phone calls very suspicious, Robert Maury was held by the police and subsequently charged with multiple murders. It was after his third call to the witness hotline when the investigators decided to trail him and observe his behavior. He was on their radar prior to the arrest, but they couldn’t find any physical evidence which could link him to the murders. The law enforcement managed to put an end to a dangerous man and his string of murders. Maury would clearly do anything in order to earn money and continue killing innocent victims all over the country. 
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The first murder
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It was 1985 and Robert Maury was living in Redding, California. A Vietnam veteran without a place of his own, he decided to rent a room from Averill Weeden. Maury moved in at the beginning of May, but things went downhill just a couple of weeks later. Averill Weeden went missing, but nobody was aware of it yet. Her mother Eula Chartier called Averill’s house for a couple of days in a row, and Robert Maury would pick up the phone ever time. She wanted to speak to her daughter, but the man would always give her an excuse, such as that Averill was out of the house or went shopping just a couple of minutes ago. Eula persisted which drove Maury insane. He lashed out on the woman the last time she called by saying: “How in the hell am I supposed to know where she is.”

Since it was unlike Averill not to call her mother back, Eula made a decision to contact the authorities. She didn’t trust her daughter’s new tenant, especially since he was giving her weak excuses for her daughter’s absence. Eula called her son Bill Chartier who immediately drove to Redding and talked to Maury face-to-face. He was still very elusive and secretive which alarmed Bill. He suspected that Maury had something with his sister’s disappearance. Bill didn’t want to give up easily, so he went around the neighborhood, asking everyone if they saw his sister. One man named Ray Morris told him that he saw Averill riding on Maury’s bike a couple of days ago. 

Redding Police Department was on the case as soon as Eula contacted them. They took this disappearance seriously, and detective Dave Mundy was assigned to this case. Knowing that she was last seen with her new tenant, he spoke to Maury on June 3rd, 1985. Maury was unable to provide the detective with clear answers, but he looked very confident while being interviewed. He couldn’t pinpoint the exact day when he last saw Averill but did confirm Ray Morris’ account that they were together on Maury’s bike. According to Maury, he gave Averill a lift to a phone booth because she needed to make a call. He then drove her to a drug dealer since she wanted to buy narcotics. The two of them were back in the house soon after. 

Without any physical evidence and considering a risky lifestyle that Averill led, the detective hoped she would simply turn up soon. However, he did remain suspicious of Maury, considering the possibility that he harmed Averill Weeden. Unfortunately, there was no way they could keep Maury in the station for a longer period of time, and he was released. 
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The call to the witness line
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Regardless of the lack of evidence, Maury was still the prime suspect when it came to detective Mundy’s personal opinion. Meanwhile, the local media did cover the case extensively, and some of the newspapers encouraged the people to call the Secret Witness hotline if they had any information about Averill Weeden’s whereabouts. Shirley Landreth was one of the phone operators back in the day, and she received a call on June 19th, 1985. A man voice asked her how much money could he get if he revealed a Weeden’s place of burial. However, there was no reward fund set up at the moment, and Landreth couldn’t tell the man the exact amount of money he could receive. He then simply hung up the phone.

Landreth thought that was very strange and she made a mental note to remember this man’s voice. That came in handy on August 8th, 1985 when the same caller dialed the Secret Witness number and Landreth knew it was him. The reward fund was set up during the summer, so she told him the exact amount. The man seemed pleased, and he told Landreth that Averill Weeden was laid to rest in the woods behind a car shop in Redding. The anonymous caller mentioned that he also knew the person who killed Weeden and that he could include that information as a type of bonus if the Secret Witness hotline delivers him the money in time. He mentioned that there are more unsolved murders in the area which he could help solve and that intrigued Landreth. 
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The discovery of Weeden’s body and the calls
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The police were contacted immediately because the Secret Witness hotline had a very good lead. The officers were on the scene right away, following the trail behind the car shop. And they found Averill Weeden’s body on the location which was described by the caller. She was in an advanced state of decomposition which suggested that she has been dead since May. Her body was covered with a large piece of cardboard, and the killer did a fairly good job of hiding her from the people who might walk through the woods. The autopsy was performed, and the coroner came to the conclusion that Weeden was strangled. She was also badly beaten before the death since there were several fractures on her skull. 

The calls continued throughout the entire month of August, and the anonymous person shared even more details about the murder with Landreth. The man said that Weeden’s tenant was the killer and that the police should take a closer look at him. Landreth wanted to push him to give her more details but she gave up in the end, saying that the man should talk to the lead detective. The caller got defensive, saying that he couldn’t go to the authorities, but he would be glad to answer any question the detective has for him via telephone. Landreth contacted the police once again, and the detective in charge wrote down the questions for the mysterious caller. 

The next time the anonymous caller was on the line, Landreth asked him how he knew so much about the murder and he replied that he was there on the night Weeden was killed. Apparently, her tenant sold her drugs, and she couldn’t pay for everything she consumed. Instead of waiting, her tenant lost his temper, strangled her, and dragged Weeden’s lifeless body to the woods. A couple of days later, Landreth had even more questions for the anonymous caller. She found out that Weeden was strangled with a clothesline she used in her backyard and that the killer also hit her in the head with a large rock, which corresponded with the injuries observed by the coroner. 

When Landreth asked where is the murder weapon, the caller said it was near the site where they discovered Weeden’s body. The police didn’t find the clothesline there so Landreth asked if they should look somewhere else. The caller said it might be in Weeden’s backyard. The officers went there and discovered the clothesline in question. Landreth pushed the caller to get more information such as what was used to hide Weeden’s body, and he answered correctly. Detective Mundy was ready to question Maury once again because it was clear he was the tenant mentioned in this call. Maury stuck to his story, refusing to admit that he was the killer or that he had any drug connections in Redding, California. 

In November of 1985, Maury called Redding Police Department saying that he might have some details about Weeden’s death, but he needs protection in order to say what he knew publicly. The detectives encouraged him, and Maury once again repeated his story about driving Weeden to make a phone call and get some drugs. However, once they returned home, they were surprised by a man called Morris who demanded his drug payment from Weeden. Unhappy because she couldn’t pay what she owned, Morris strangled her while his associate held Maury at gunpoint. Maury was then forced to go with them to the woods and help them hide the body. Unable to locate the so-called Morris, the police released Maury once again. However, they suspected that Maury was behind the anonymous phone calls to the Secret Witness line. 

Landreth continued to work on the Secret Witness line and she received another call on September 11th, 1986. The man on the other end of the line wanted to share some information which he had about a recent burglary and called to ask if he would get money for it. Landreth recognized the voice right away which is not surprising because she spent almost six months speaking with the same person. This crime was not connected to the murder of Weeden which was very strange to Landreth. 
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The sexual assault
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Robert Maury was out and free to do whatever he wanted even though the police still thought of him as the prime suspect in a murder case. It was June 10th, 1987 and a young woman called Jacqueline H met Maury for the first time. He offered her a ride on his motorcycle which she gladly accepted. Once it got dark, Jacqueline walked to her home but was surprised to see Maury standing on her street. Even though this was odd because she didn’t tell him where she lived, Jacqueline went with it. Maury invited her to a night out in Happy Valley where some of his friends were riding motorbikes until dawn. Jacqueline said yes. 

As they rode deeper and deeper into the woods toward Happy Valley, Jacqueline started to realize that there were no bike races and that she might be in danger. After all, she didn’t know this man and couldn’t believe that she actually agreed to go out with him. He stopped the bike in the middle of the woods, placed a rope around Jacqueline’s throat and ordered her to take all of her clothes off. Jacqueline was sure that she will not be alive the next day, so she hid her driving license in her jeans in order for the police to identify her body easily. When Maury was done with the sexual assault, he ordered Jacqueline to put her clothes on and drove her straight to her house. She was still in shock. Jacqueline didn’t contact the authorities right away and didn’t tell anyone what happened to her that night. She will tell her tale once Maury gets caught.
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The disappearance of Dawn Berryhill

[image: image]


On June 22nd, 1987 Dawn Berryhill was fighting with her boyfriend from the early morning. Dawn left her baby with her mother Diana as she went out of her apartment to continue the argument. In the end, the couple broke up. Meanwhile, Berryhill’s mother received a phone call from someone claiming that they would rent Berryhill an apartment. He introduced himself as Bob. The man asked if she was still with her boyfriend which was odd. Apparently, he didn’t want to rent the apartment to Dawn if she was in a relationship. Diana went out at around 02:00 PM and saw her daughter Dawn speaking to the man who called himself Bob. He was on a motorbike and apparently made a deal with Dawn about the apartment.

Dawn asked Diana if she could lend her $100 in order to purchase some pot. Berryhill’s mother went home in the evening knowing that Dawn was planning to go buy some drugs with her future landlord. Goldie Lane was Berryhill’s first door neighbor, and the two were close friends, mostly because Lane often took care of Berryhill’s toddler when she wanted to have some time to herself. Since Berryhill was planning to go out, she asked Lane if she could babysit her little one for the night. Berryhill also asked if she could borrow Lane’s vehicle, promising that she would return it in a couple of hours. Unfortunately, Lane had to say no because her car was not functional at the time. Meanwhile, Berryhill’s ex-boyfriend asked the friend he was staying with to go to the apartment and retrieve some of his clothes and personal belongings. The anonymous friend bumped into Berryhill as she was exiting the apartment complex. The two of them chatted for a couple of minutes when a man calling himself Bob approached them. 

It was clear that Berryhill was waiting for this man because she greeted him instantly and jumped onto his motorcycle. The last sighting of Berryhill happened after midnight, close to the apartment complex she lived in. As a matter of fact, she was seen in an alley by one of her neighbors. When the police interviewed the neighbor, he confirmed that a man was standing on the other side of the street when he saw Berryhill but he couldn’t identify him because it was dark and his features were well hidden. Her disappearance was reported to the police, but they didn’t take the immediate action because Berryhill was known to go away from home for a couple of weeks and resurface unharmed. 

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

The Stark disappearance
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It was June of 1987 when Belinda Jo Stark was staying with her friend Lucy Gray in Fall River Mills. She was actively looking for her own place but didn’t want to pay the rent yet because she had a court date for reckless driving in Nevada City and she was uncertain if she would get a prison sentence or not. Her boyfriend Gary Evans visited Stark a couple of times in Fall River Mills and the last time was on June 25th, 1987. He was well aware of a possible prison sentence and hoped everything will be alright with Belinda. She said goodbye to all of her friends at the end of June and headed out to Nevada City. 

She didn’t contact any of her friends for months, and nobody knew what happened during the trial. Since Belinda didn’t call anyone, both her friend Lucy and boyfriend Gary assumed that Belinda received a prison sentence and that she will be out of the state for some time. Having in mind this information and the fact that Belinda Stark was a free spirit who loved to change scenery every now and then, nobody called the police to report her missing. Her family and friends hoped that she would reappear once everything was alright.

In August of 1987, the Secret Witness line received a strange call from someone claiming they knew the location of Gretchen Olsten’s body. Landreth was working on the day the call was made, and she was certain that she had heard the same voice before. The operator found this incredibly suspicious, so she contacted her boss in order to get permission to give the caller the award. The mystery caller contacted her once again in the middle of August, and the two started negotiating about the information he would provide to the police. The caller asked for the award in advance before the police actually identified the body. He provided Landreth with the location somewhere in Happy Valley, saying that Olsten was killed by her boyfriend almost two months ago. 

The Sheriff’s Office got the information and they immediately drove to Happy Valley. Unfortunately, they couldn’t find the body so they called the Secret Witness line back, hoping they could contact the man who provided the location and find out more. Luckily, the unidentified caller contacted Landreth and confirmed that the police took a wrong turn. When Landreth asked if he could be more specific, the anonymous caller told her that he would give her the right information once he picked up the reward. Unsure if the same caller contacted her in 1985, Landreth recorded parts of their conversation and presented detective Mundy with her evidence. He confirmed that he was certain it was the same man. 

The Sheriff’s Office decided to go through with the deal, and detective Francis Brewer agreed to deliver $500 to an arranged location where the anonymous caller would pick up the reward. He expected the real information about the location of the body in Happy Valley, as well as the name of the boyfriend who killed the woman. The anonymous caller picked up the reward, providing the police with the envelope that was supposed to contain all the data they needed. However, when detective Brewer opened the envelope, it was empty. On the other hand, the anonymous caller left a fingerprint on the envelope itself which was really good evidence. Suspecting that there could be some truth behind the call, the police continued to comb the area in the Happy Valley, hoping they could find the remains of Olsen. After a couple of weeks, they started finding the bone fragments of a female victim. The coroner examined the evidence brought to him by the police and identified them as Belinda Stark.

Due to the fact that she was badly decomposed, the coroner couldn’t say for sure how Stark was killed. However, he did determine that she was sexually assaulted. The body also showed marks on the skull, meaning that she was hit with a heavy object before the death. The police found a blanket near the body, and they weren’t sure if it was connected to the crime in any way. They did show it to Stark’s friends, and they confirmed it was her blanket. The fingerprint analysis identified the anonymous caller as Robert Maury, and the police brought him in for questioning. By now, he was connected to several crimes because he reported them to the Secret Witness line. The police suspected that he had something to do with the disappearance of Berryhill so they decided to interview him, hoping he might slip up. 

Robert Maury was clearly prepared for the questioning because he didn’t deny he saw Berryhill on the day of her disappearance. On the other hand, he offered a completely different recollection of the events. Maury did confirm that he saw her around noon and that the two of them went to his dealer to buy some marijuana. However, Maury claimed he drove Berryhill home afterward because they couldn’t find his dealer. That was the last time he saw her, according to Maury. When asked who might have harmed the young woman, Maury said that it was probably her boyfriend because they broke up that day and he was upset with Berryhill. The police wanted to know Maury’s whereabouts that night, and he told them he was on a date with another woman. 
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The Berryhill’s calls
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The next series of calls started right after the police questioning, and Landreth received a total of five calls by the same anonymous source as before. This time she immediately recognized the voice. The caller also asked if she was recording their talks. According to him, that was the reason why he hung up the phone several times. After convincing Maury that she was not recording anything, the caller proceeded to say that he knew the location of Berryhill’s body. Landreth offered him a $500 reward, but the caller was not satisfied. After negotiating, they agreed on $1,125 if the found body was indeed Berryhill. Landreth felt confident, so she started asking additional questions such as if the anonymous caller knew what happened to her. Once again, she got the answer that Berryhill’s boyfriend murdered her. Landreth contacted detective Mundy who got to the offices of the Secret Witness hotline immediately and listened in on the next call. 

The caller gave them the location of the body and said that Berryhill was killed by strangulation. The police were dispatched to the location, and this time they didn’t search for a long time. They discovered a body underneath an old mattress in a secluded area of Happy Valley. She was surrounded by trees and pines. Just like the caller said, there was a scarf around her neck, confirming the strangulation theory. There was also a bullet casing near the body. Berryhill’s purse was found a couple of feet away
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