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Black Widow Judy Buenoano

bonus story:

Judy Buenoano loved men. But she loved killing them more. 

In 1971, she murdered her husband James and nine years later she would kill her own son, Michael. In 1983, she would attempt but fail to kill her boyfriend, John Gentry. She is also believed to have been responsible for the death of Bobby Joe Morris (another boyfriend) in 1978. She was never convicted of the Morris crime, however, as by the time the authorities had connected the dots she was sentenced to death for the murder of her first husband. 

But the suspicions didn't stop with the Morris death. Buenoano is also suspected of killing a man in 1974 and in 1980, another boyfriend would die under suspicious circumstances. 

Buenoano would become the first woman executed in Florida since 1848 and only the third woman executed since capital punishment had been reinstated in 1976. 

She would be sent to the electric chair in 1998. Her last words were that she wanted to be remembered as a “good mother.” 

Instead, she would go down as one of the most sadistic female serial killers in American history. 

This is her story. 

EARLY LIFE

Judy was born Judias Welty in Quanah, Texas on April 4th, 1943. Her father was a day laborer at a local farm. Judy would talk about her mother being a full-blooded member of the Mesquite Apache tribe but little did she know that a “Mesquite Apache” tribe didn't exist. 

Her mother would die of tuberculosis when Judy was only two years old. She and her baby brother Robert would be sent to live with their grandparents while their two older siblings would be put up for adoption. 

“When Judy's mother died,” forensic psychologist Paula Orange said. “It sent Judy's life into a tailspin. This is one of those 'Butterfly Effect' scenarios. A tragic circumstance that occurred early in a child's life that led to her perpetuating pain on everyone else for the rest of her own adult life.”

She would eventually leave her grandparents and join her father in Roswell, New Mexico. He had remarried and Judy would claim that both he and her new stepmother would beat, starve, and burn her with cigarettes. 

They made her a “house slave”, forcing her to do chores around the house at their bidding. Judy would finally act out at the age of fourteen as she would burn two of her step brothers with hot grease. Not stopping there, she attacked both her father and step-mom with fists flying. 

Police would be called and Judy would be jailed for over two months. After she served her jail time, the judge gave Judy a choice, either return home or go to reform school. She opted for the latter and was sent to Foothills High School. She would remain there until 1959 when she would graduate at the age of sixteen. 

She held her entire family in contempt, particularly her younger brother Robert. 

“I wouldn't spit down his throat if his guts were on fire,” Judy once said when asked about her brother. 

CHANGING IDENTITY 

Judy returned to Roswell but changed her name to “Anna Schultz”. She found work as a nurse aide  and would give birth to a baby boy out of wedlock, Michael Schultz on March 30, 1961. Judy would remain silent on the identity of the baby's father but people believed that Judy was having an affair with a pilot from the nearby air force base. 

In 1963, the twenty-two-year-old Judy would marry James Goodyear. Goodyear was twenty-nine years old and serving as a sergeant in the United States Air Force.  

They would have their first child together, James Jr, four years later. James would celebrate the event by legally adopting Michael. Daughter Kimberly would come a year later as the family would move to Orlando, Florida. 

Judy would then open her own business, starting the Conway Acres Child Care Center in Orlando. She listed James as the co-owner even though he was during a one-year tour in the Vietnam War. After returning home, he only had three months of downtime before he was admitted to the U.S. Naval Hospital in Orlando, complaining from symptoms staff physicians never quite identified. He would die on September 15, 1971. 

Goodyear was only thirty-seven years old at the time of death and authorities believed he died due to natural causes. 

“He came home from Vietnam ill and he never got well,'' Judy said. ``It had nothing to do with me. I was not in Vietnam.'' 

“Crazy that Goodyear was able to survive the horrors of Vietnam but not Judy Buenoano,” Orange said. “He had no idea he was married to a sociopath. She had no respect for the fact that he had just put himself on the line for her and the country. All she saw were dollar signs.”

Judy poisoned James with arsenic and waited almost a week after his death before cashing in his three life insurance policies. A few months later, an “accidental fire” burned down their Orlando home. Judy would receive another $90,000 in fire insurance. 

She lost her husband and her home. But her purse was never fatter. 

NO GRIEVING WIDOWS ALLOWED 

Judy would waste no time finding another man. Despite having three kids in tow, she would find a new love in Bobby Joe Morris when she moved her family to Pensacola. 

It was business as usual for Judy as she had a fat bank account courtesy of James Goodyear and a new beau in Bobby Joe. Eldest son Michael, however, was not doing well in school. He scored on the low end on IQ tests and was a behavioral problem. Judy would get him evaluated at a state hospital in 1974 and then sent Michael out to foster care where he would also receive psychiatric treatment. 

Judy's new home would suffer another “accidental fire” and she collected money from the insurance. She then took Michael out of foster care and moved to Trinidad, Colorado with Bobby Joe and the rest of her children. Judy then changed her name from “Anna Schultz” to “Judias Morris”. 

FOUR YEARS MAX

Judy would date Bobby Joe for four years before deciding it was time to cut him loose. 

Bobby Joe would start to suffer from the same mysterious illness as James Goodyear did years earlier as he complained of dizziness and vomiting. He would be  admitted to San Rafael Hospital on January 4, 1978, but doctors would not be able to pinpoint what was wrong with him. He would be sent home to Judy's care two weeks later. Two days later, however, he would would pitch face-first into his dinner plate, unconscious. He would be rushed to the hospital, but Judy knew that her “medicine” had taken effect. 

Five days later, Bobby Joe Morris would be dead. Doctors would chalk up his death to cardiac arrest and metabolic acidosis. 

Judy would wait, just like she did after she killed James, before cashing in on Bobby Joe's life insurance. 

Authorities were none the wiser. 

But Bobby Joe's family suspected something fishy was going on. Back in 1974, Judy and Bobby Joe had been visiting Brewton, Alabama when a man from Florida was found dead in a motel room in that town. Police would find the man in the room after receiving an anonymous call. He was shot in the chest with a .22-caliber weapon and his throat was cut open. 

Judy's connection to the crime? Bobby Joe's mother had overheard Judy telling her son about the murder. 

“The sonofabitch shouldn't have come up here in the first place,” Judy said. “If he came up here he was gonna die.”

Bobby Joe had told his mother about the crime on his deathbed. She thought the confession could be attributed to his delirium, but Bobby Joe told her too many specifics to ignore.  

“We should never had done that terrible thing,” Bobby Joe mumbled to his mother. “Never should have done that to him.”

She tipped off police but they would not be able to find any fingerprints inside the room and no bullet was recovered from the corpse. The case remained unsolved. 

WHAT'S ONE MORE SURNAME?

On May 3rd, 1978, Judy would change her name again. This go around, she would change her last name to Buenoano, which in Spanish meant “good year.” She stated that she meant it as a tribute to her husband James Goodyear and her Apache mother. 

Things continued to go bad with Michael as he dropped out of high school in the tenth grade. With limited employment opportunities, he would join the army in June of 1979 and get assigned to Ft. Benning in Georgia after basic training. When he was on his way to his new post, he visited Judy in Pensacola. 

Judy greeted her son with open arms. Then she began poisoning him. 

By the time he reached Ft. Benning, he felt sick. Army physicians would find seven times the normal level of arsenic in his body. 

They could do little to reverse the damage done. Six weeks after his arrival, the muscles in his arms and legs and deteriorated to the point where he was a paraplegic. 

“Michael had no use of his legs,” Orange said. “And he could not move his arms past his elbow. Again, Judy was a sociopath. It is unfathomable for a normal human being, a mother, to do this to her own child. Yet she did it to Michael. He was always an inconvenience to her but now that he had military insurance he could become an asset in death.”

Judy would give Michael the short shrift while favoring James and Kimberly. Michael and James didn't get along well as clearly their mother favored the latter. Judy would hide Michael when people came over because she was ashamed of him. She would have a neighbor named Constance Lang watch over him when visitors arrived. 

“Michael didn't fit the picture Judy wanted to present to the world,” Orange said. “She wanted to be looked at like a woman of high status. She drove a Corvette and owned her own business. Michael was a slow-thinking kid. She didn't want anyone to see that.”

The army didn't investigate the reasons behind Michael's inordinate levels of arsenic. Instead, they set him up with leg braces and a prosthetic device on one of his arms. 

He would be discharged from active duty because of the medical disability. 

But his mother saw dollar signs. 

The day after his return home, Judy wasted no time. She organized a fishing trip with Michael, James, and daughter Kimberly. They would leave Kimberly ashore at the East River bridge while they went into the water with a two-seat canoe. A small folding lawn chair had been placed in the middle of the canoe for Michael who had was outfitted with a leg brace, a fishing reel, and a ski belt. 

James would state that had fished for about two hours when they were reaching shore when a “snake fell into the canoe.” He said that everyone panicked as the snake slithered around. The canoe hit a log and capsized.

James would claim to have been knocked out by the impact and would remember nothing until he came to inside an ambulance.

He would tell this version to the court but when he was talking to Army investigators, he made no mention of a snake.

“There is conjecture as to how much James was involved or much did he know,” Orange said. “The statement given to the army investigators is different from what he would state later in court. The statement given to the army was a written statement and the handwriting didn't seem to match his own.”

A man named Ricky Hicks saw the overturned canoe, an ice chest, and a plastic bag in the river. He also saw Judy and James.  

“I lost the other boy,” Judy said as Ricky approached them on the shore. “A snake had gotten into the canoe and I tried to hold the snake down with a paddle.”

“Where is he?”

“It's
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