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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

  In the 1,205 square miles that comprise Greater Fort Lauderdale, there are some 31 municipalities, ranging from urbanized cities such as Fort Lauderdale (seat of county government) to tiny beachside villages and isolated Everglades crossroads. Although we’ll cover the entire county, we’ll also highlight some of the larger or more influential towns/cities, and their surrounding areas. Among them:


	Coconut Creek

	Cooper City

	Coral Springs

	Deerfield Beach

	Davie

	Fort Lauderdale

	Hollywood

	Pembroke Pines

	Plantation

	Pompano Beach

	Sunrise

	Weston



  If you’re visiting, or living in, a smaller town, or one of the towns not in the above list, fear not, though. We’ll cover Greater Fort Lauderdale from top to bottom and from side to side. And we’ll tell you everything there is to see, do, eat, listen to, watch, and everything else you need to know to maximize your experience, whether it’s as a weekend visitor or a lifelong resident.

  And we’ll do it in alphabetical order, to make it easier for you. So, if you’ve heard of something that you want to find in the Attractions section, for example, all you have to do is look for it alphabetically. And if you’re starting out at “base camp,” as far as your knowledge of Greater Fort Lauderdale, get ready for the ride of your life. Because there’s more here than you could ever hope to do or see or experience in a lifetime.

  Throughout this book, you’ll find a variety of Insider Tips and Close-ups about the area, often provided by those who know it best—people who have lived and worked here for many years. Some of them may be prominent people in South Florida, while others may be from the 95 percent of people who just go about their daily tasks unheralded. These may be personal vignettes; notes on local history; satirical in nature, educational, or just plain funny. But all of them will shed light on the fascinating mixture of people, cultures, and lifestyles that is Greater Fort Lauderdale.

  Moving to the Greater Fort Lauderdale area or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, real estate, retirement, education, child care, media and more.


  
    [image: chpt_fig_002.jpg]


AREA OVERVIEW

Greater Fort Lauderdale—Broward County—has 31 cities, ranging from big ones (like Fort Lauderdale) to small ones (like Lazy Lake). From beachside (Dania, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea) to right next to the Everglades (Weston, Coral Springs). From south (in the Fort Lauderdale–Miami “orbit”) to north (in the Fort Lauderdale–Boca Raton orbit). From urban/suburban development (Pompano Beach) to farmland and equestrian grounds (Parkland). This book will give you an “insider” view of everything you need to know about Greater Fort Lauderdale, whether you’re moving here or just vacationing.

  In this 1,205 square miles, too, you’ll find some 1.75 million people (second-largest county in Florida, population-wise), representing every ethnic and national background in existence. Every religion practiced on Earth. Every conceivable political stripe. Every type of lifestyle. Every type of cuisine you’ve ever heard of, and some you haven’t.

  Our diversity—in all matters—is our strength. Because no matter your political beliefs or lifestyle inclinations, you can feel at home here.

  One thing to remember: The Greater Fort Lauderdale area has witnessed tremendous—and exciting—change over the past few decades. And that change is still taking place. We’re very much a work in progress, in many ways. And that’s one of the reasons it’s so great to visit or live here.

  THE LAY OF THE LAND

  Greater Fort Lauderdale sits in the middle of the region known as “the Gold Coast,” a three-county area of South Florida (with a fourth, the Keys of Monroe County, added in for demographic purposes) with some six million residents. This is the most populous area of the state by far.

  Most cities and towns in the region are within 20 miles of the Atlantic Ocean, so you’re never very far from an ocean breeze. To the west of Greater Fort Lauderdale is the Everglades, undeveloped except for a few hardy crossroads and junctions, and the Seminole reservation at Big Cypress. Because Broward County (and South Florida) residents tend to be clustered near the coast, “west” has a different meaning here. In fact, I’m writing this right now from the “western” town in which I live (about 20 miles from the ocean), and the Everglades dikes are just 2 miles west of my house.

  Now that we’ve spoken about the “west,” we should also mention the east: Greater Fort Lauderdale is fringed with 30 miles of Atlantic beaches.

  Miami, with its magnificent skyline edging Biscayne Bay, is about 25 miles south of Fort Lauderdale. West Palm Beach, the urban and governmental hub of Palm Beach County, is about 40 miles north. The northern tip of the Florida Keys is about an hour and a half south, and Key West about five hours. And Fort Lauderdale is one of the cities in the southern United States closest to a foreign country; the island of Bimini, in the Bahamas, is only about 70 miles away.
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Sunrises, Sunsets, and Everything in Between

  This county has its share of special places and special moments:


 	The ocean at sunrise, for instance, when the sun rises up suddenly from a darkened haze to sprinkle the horizon with burnt oranges and purples and fiery pinks and intense yellows, lightening the aquamarine waters as it moves.

	The electricity of Las Olas Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale on a weekend night, when thousands move happily among the bistros, sidewalk cafes, shops, and galleries.

	The Everglades at sunset, when the vibrations of the day are replaced by the all-consuming quiet of America’s only tropical “jungle” at night.

 	The historic old neighborhoods adjacent to downtown Fort Lauderdale, each one seeming to whisper its own personal story.

	The Galleria near downtown, where you can roam the elegant designer shops, or the colorful open-air shopping areas like Town Center in Weston.

	The Gardens of Pembroke Pines, or the Promenade in Coconut Creek.

	The Pompano Beach Pier at sunrise, with fishermen already loading their bait.

	Flamingo Gardens in southwest Broward, where you don’t have to look very far to remember that this area was a wilderness not all that long ago.

	The tropical hammocks and diverse ecosystems of Hugh Taylor Birch State Park, whose beautiful pathways—both land and water—are sandwiched between the waters of the Atlantic on one side and the Intracoastal on the other.

	Cruising the Intracoastal Waterway on a crisp, clear day, under a warming sun and with no particular pressure to be anywhere else.

	The scores of outdoor art festivals running from autumn to spring, with their great art and their interesting artists and tons of happy people roaming through, in cool air that seems to invigorate the soul.

	And the New River, bordered by a red-brick Riverwalk and meandering through the heart of downtown, where the city meets the water, where you can explore the pioneer home of Frank Stranahan, considered the town’s first settler, and then gaze up at the striking glass towers all around it.





  Within Greater Fort Lauderdale are lifestyles and residential styles and culinary styles as diverse as anywhere. If you’re interested in visiting, the place to start would be the Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau (954-765-4466; 800-22-SUNNY; www.sunny.org).

  If you’re interested in living here—and despite the economic hardships of the past few years, many people still are—there are a number of chambers of commerce in the major cities that can help. Here are a few of the larger ones:


	Broward County Chamber of Commerce—(954) 565-5750; www.browardbiz.com

	Coral Springs Chamber of Commerce—(954) 752-4242; www.cschamber.com

	Davie/Cooper City Chamber of Commerce—(954) 581-0790; www.davie-coopercity.org

	Deerfield Beach Chamber of Commerce—(954) 427-1050; www.deerfieldchamber.com

	Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce—(954) 462-6000; www.ftlchamber.com

	Greater Hollywood Chamber of Commerce—(954) 923-4000; www.hollywoodchamber.org

	Miramar Pembroke Pines Regional Chamber of Commerce—(954) 432-9808; www.miramarpembrokepines.org

	Greater Plantation Chamber of Commerce—(954) 587-1410; www.plantationchamber.org

	Greater Pompano Beach Chamber of Commerce—(954) 941-2940; www.pompanobeachchamber.com

	Greater Sunrise Chamber of Commerce—(954) 835-2428; www.sunrisechamber.org

	Weston Area Chamber of Commerce— (954) 389-0600; www.westonchamber.com



  MAJOR CITIES

  Greater Fort Lauderdale spreads from the shiny beachside towers of the east to the swampy Everglades to the west. Here (in alphabetical order) are the some of the cities that most people in the county would say are “anchors.”

  Coconut Creek

  Coconut Creek (pop. 50,500) has been changing over the past decade. For one thing, it’s gotten younger; Monarch High, only a few years old, is now the second high school serving the area. For another thing, the city has gotten trendier; when the fashionable outdoor collection of shops and restaurants called the Promenade opened in 2009, it gave the city a splash of “hot” and sex appeal that it hadn’t had before. Coconut Creek refers to itself as “the Butterfly Capital of the World” because it’s the site of Butterfly World, where you can walk around surrounded by brilliantly hued butterflies in tropical habitats. “Creek” citizens are also proud of their environmental consciousness; their town is the first in Florida and eleventh in the country to be certified as a Community Wildlife Habitat. The town is in the northwestern part of Broward County.

  Cooper City

  Cooper City (pop. 29,400) is in the southwestern portion of Greater Fort Lauderdale, founded in 1959 and named after its founder, Morris Cooper. Cooper City has been voted one of the best towns for families in America by Family Circle magazine. And, indeed, many of its neat subdivisions are populated by young, professional families, and nearly a third of the population is under 18. One of the town’s biggest gathering places is Brian Piccolo Park, named after a young pro football player who grew up in this area and died of leukemia in the 1960s.

  Coral Springs

  Coral Springs (pop. 125,800), about 20 miles northwest of Fort Lauderdale, was chartered in 1963, as one of the first planned cities in the United States. At that time a tiny dot on the map bordering the Everglades, the city has since grown to become one of Greater Fort Lauderdale’s hubs, with excellent shopping, stylish restaurants, and nice parks. The Coral Springs Center for the Performing Arts is a first-class facility that brings in well-known singers, dancers, and theater troupes. The Coral Square Mall is a regional shopping center with an array of shops ranging from upscale department stores to one-of-a-kind boutiques. The city’s main street, University Drive, is lined with good restaurants of all types. An area of University Drive called “the Walk” is the site of many of those restaurants, along with upscale jewelry, gift, and book shops.

  Dania Beach

  Dania Beach (pop. 28,800), just south of Fort Lauderdale, has a lot to offer. It’s home to both one of the largest jai alai frontons in the United States and the International Game Fish Association (IGFA) Fishing Hall of Fame & Museum. There’s a large amusement park called Boomer’s, with fun for the whole family. The city got its name in 1904, when most of the population—composed of Danish immigrants—changed Modello to Dania. The town also boasts “Antique Row,” a string of more than a hundred antique shops housed in some of the area’s original buildings. From Victorian dressers to Persian rugs, from old baseball cards to decrepit garlic presses, if it’s an antique, you’ll find it here.

  Davie

  Davie (pop. 90,200) is a little bit western, pardner, by location and by lifestyle. It’s located in western Broward County. Its main street is lined with a number of western-themed shops and restaurants. Some residents still dress in western wear. And it even has the Bergeron Rodeo Grounds, scene of numerous rodeos with ridin’, ropin’, and calf-rasslin’ events. Davie was actually carved out of the Everglades by a group of settlers who had worked on the Panama Canal in the early 1900s. In those days it was home to thousands of cattle, and today there’s still a significant horse-owning population. Davie is the site of Nova Southeastern University, the well-known family attraction called Flamingo Gardens, and the preseason training camp (and in-season training facility) of the Miami Dolphins. Famous residents of Davie have included rapper Vanilla Ice; pro wrestler Rocky Johnson and his wrestler/movie-star son, Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson; and pro football players Jason Taylor, Chad Ochocinco, and Chris Chambers.
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Davie’s Mysterious Pyramid

  If you pass through the town of Davie, on either Davie Road or SR 575 heading east toward Fort Lauderdale, you can’t miss it. It’s an enormous pyramid of gold, reflecting the brilliant Florida sunlight, and shooting up more than a hundred feet into the sky. The pyramid has been here since 1974. Many—if not most—Greater Fort Lauderdale residents have no idea what it is. And many (if not most) have been passing by it for so many years that they no longer even wonder what it is, and they probably hardly even notice it after a while.

  But we’ll unlock the secret for you. Let’s just say, to introduce it, that you don’t want to find yourself there too soon. In fact, if you’re on vacation here in Greater Fort Lauderdale, it would definitely put something of a kibosh on your trip if you find yourself there.

  It’s a mausoleum. Yes, a mausoleum. In the shape of an ancient Egyptian pyramid. And even with all the colleges and universities in Davie, it’s by far the most distinctive building in town. Inside it are 4,200 crypts, half of which are already occupied, and 85 percent of which are already sold. Spokesmen for Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens South have noted on more than one occasion that their pyramid is a Broward County landmark—perhaps, to many, the Broward County landmark. (And one suspects that they’re probably not at all uncomfortable with that designation.)

  So, while you may not want to patronize the pyramid for a while, keep your eyes out for it as pass through Davie on SR 575. You may never see anything like it again.



  Deerfield Beach

  This beachside town (pop. 69,000) is located in the northeastern section of Broward County, about 10 miles north of Fort Lauderdale. It’s named not for a person, but for the deer that once roamed the area. It attracts people from all over the county to its beaches, especially the strip along SR A1A near the old pier, which is lined with clubs, ramshackle—but very colorful—shops, and funky restaurants. Deerfield’s the corporate home of JM Family Enterprises, one of the biggest Toyota importers and distributors in the United States. And its Quiet Waters Park is both an oasis of tranquility (with trails, canoeing on a lake, and campsites for overnight rental) and a great family center, with a lakeside beach and a water park.

  Fort Lauderdale

  This is the hub of Broward County, the shopping, business, entertainment, and dining mecca to which people flock—especially on weekends—from all reaches of the county. Once a low-rise town, Fort Lauderdale (pop. 183,600) now has an impressive— and imaginative—skyline. It boasts the largest cruise port in the world, a port that’s always expanding. You can get just about anywhere in the world from Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport. Lauderdale is a city filled with colorful, historic neighborhoods. It has world-class arts and cultural showplaces, and world-class artists and entertainers coming in to fill them. The Broward County Convention Center attracts major corporations from all over the country. Las Olas Boulevard, a smart, European-style thoroughfare filled with classy shops, galleries, and bistros, vibrates with a colorful urban pulse. Decaying—but historic—sections of the city, such as Himmarshee, have been authentically restored to their original glory. And the top of the renowned Pier Sixty-Six hotel still offers one of South Florida’s most spectacular views—especially at night— from its revolving lounge. Fort Lauderdale has certainly seen some dramatic changes over the past few decades, that’s for sure. But one thing hasn’t changed: No matter where you are in the city, if you head east, you’ll still come to one of the most famous beaches in the world.

 
 
 Overview Info

 A few things to know:


	The predominant area code for the county is the original one—954. Over the past few years, due to the county’s growth, a 754 area code has been phased in slowly; it’s still used mostly for new phone numbers, and for governmental institutions such as the Bro-ward County school system.

	Streets run from east to west.

	Avenues run from north to south.

	Places, Terraces, Courts, etc., generally run from north to south.







Hollywood

  Once a city on the decline, Hollywood (pop. 141,700) has rebuilt and revitalized itself over the past decade or two. Downtown, once filled with boarded-up shops and empty after dark, is now filled with interesting galleries, shops, and eateries, many in the original Art Deco style that once symbolized the city. The calendar is filled with interesting events, ranging from Latin music festivals to family celebrations. The city’s famous board-walk is filled with people on weekends, browsing through the funky little shops or watching the people parade to and from the beach. Hollywood is the favorite spot of the large French-Canadian community in South Florida, which can reach 250,000 in winter, and you’ll hear plenty of French on the boardwalk and in town. The city, located just south of Fort Lauderdale, has been home to many famous people, among them model Janice Dickinson, actor Norman Reedus, pro wrestler Scott Hall, World War II pinup girl/ actress Veronica Lake, and John Walsh, host of America’s Most Wanted.

  Pembroke Pines

  Most Broward County residents don’t think of Pembroke Pines (pop. 150,000)—in southwestern Broward—as a real “city.” Yet, it’s actually the second-largest city in the county, the 11th largest in the state, and the 157th largest in the country. A city of green neighborhoods and nice parks, “the Pines” really sprouted in the ‘80s and ‘90s, attracting young professional families. The Gardens of Pembroke Pines is a huge outdoor shopping area with a Main Street feel and shops ranging from funky to designer. Some say the city’s named for one of the earliest residents of Greater Fort Lauderdale, a member of the British royalty called the Earl of Pembroke. That may or may not be true. Regardless, the city has a number of famous residents these days, including baseball star Manny Ramirez, model Niki Taylor, and former New York Giants superstar Lawrence Taylor.

  Plantation

  Plantation (pop. 83,500) is one of those suburban communities that’s filled with delightful little surprises, like an incredible bagel shop, a jewelry store that sells upscale pieces for downscale prices, a great gym that the hordes haven’t yet discovered, or a little pizzeria where the coal-fired pies are incredible. Plantation’s also made a name for itself in the movies. Many scenes from There’s Something About Mary were filmed at City Hall, and Mary’s “childhood home” was also in Plantation. And the Plantation Golf Course was the site of the famous pool scene from Caddyshack. The city is located in western Broward County and is world headquarters for DHL. It’s also home to the former Broward Mall, now fully refurbished and known as the Westfield Mall.

  Pompano Beach

  Pompano Beach (pop. 102,000) is a seaside town just north of Fort Lauderdale. Its name is derived from the pompano fish found in such profusion off the coast. It’s the home of Pompano Air Park, where the Goodyear Blimp that you see overhead at so many televised sporting events is based. Pompano Park has been a popular racetrack for many years, and aficionados head here to see the trotters. In recent years, the city has made strong efforts to revitalize its downtown and beachfront areas, and these areas are emerging more vibrant and more attractive. Pompano Beach’s list of famous residents includes people such as the late TV actress Esther Rolle; famous pornographer Al Goldstein; actor Kelsey Grammer; former pro wrestler Jake “the Snake” Roberts; and numerous pro football players, among them Zack Crockett, Corey Simon, and Clint Sessions.

  Sunrise

  This city (pop. 90,500) is in western Bro-ward, but it’s in the center of many areas of Broward life. For one thing, it’s the home of Broward’s lone professional sports franchise, the Florida Panthers of the National Hockey League, who play at the 20,000-seat BankAtlantic Center. For another, it’s home to Sawgrass Mills, which is not only the fourth-largest outlet shopping mall in the United States but also a vibrant entertainment and movie center with fascinating restaurants and clubs. As you wander through the corridors and courtyards, you’ll hear a dozen different languages being spoken, because Sawgrass Mills is often the first place to which international visitors rush as soon as they get off the plane. Sunrise is a young city—a third of the population is under 18.

  Weston

  Weston (pop. 65,800) is a new city, a planned city, actually, carved out of southwestern Broward in 1996. But it’s already made its mark. It’s a place of wide, green boulevards, good schools, and civic involvement. In 2006, Money magazine ranked Weston 20th in America in the “Biggest Earners” category and also ranked it as the city with largest job growth in Florida—and 18th largest in the nation. Business Week called Weston one of the best affordable suburbs in the United States that same year. And in 2008, Money ranked it as the best place to live in Florida. One of its best places is Town Center—downtown Weston—an area of quaint streets with upscale shops and restaurants and frequent special events and festivals. And Weston’s also home to Cleveland Clinic Florida, a branch of the famous Midwest medical facility. Famous residents include Hall of Famer Dan Marino, the former quarterback of the beloved Miami Dolphins.
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Greater Fort Lauderdale Celebrities

  PRO FOOTBALL

  Isaac Bruce

Michael Irvin

Mike Mularkey

Brian Piccolo

Asante Samuel

  MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Matt Murton

John Riedling

Ryan Shealy

  PRO BASKETBALL

Mitch Richmond

  TENNIS

Chris Evert

  ACTORS AND MODELS

Catherine Hickland

Paige O’Hara

Niki Taylor

  MUSICIANS

Marilyn Manson

Jaco Pastorius

  OTHER NOTABLE RESIDENTS

Leo Goodwin Sr., founder of GEICO

Wayne Huizenga, business/civic leader

Dave Thomas, founder of Wendy’s

D. James Kennedy, televangelist and author



  HIGH SEASON, LOW SEASON

  One of the most important things to know about South Florida is that, in contrast to much of the rest of the country, there are really only two seasons. And they’re not summer and winter!

  Actually, they’re “High” and “Low.” High Season starts around the first of November and continues until May. Low Season takes over in May and lasts through October. Each of these two main “seasons” has both advantages and disadvantages.

  In High Season, for example, the weather is generally magnificent: cool, clear nights generally in the 60s, and sunny days in the 70s and 80s. This is the time of year— in contrast to the rest of America—when Greater Fort Lauderdale comes alive. There’s opera, there’s dance, there’s song. There are art festivals and food festivals and music festivals and antique festivals and every other conceivable type of festival every weekend. Downtown Fort Lauderdale is alive with people parades often lasting into the wee hours. There’s a spirit in the air as vibrant as the air itself. Hurricane season is over. The night skies have too many stars to count. The sea breezes are almost luxurious. The colors of the buildings and the flora are more vivid. And Broward Countians—who sometimes tend to hibernate during the hot summer months—are out enjoying it all.
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Greater Fort Lauderdale Facts and Figures


	Two-thirds of the county’s 1,200 square miles are protected (from development) Everglades.

	The former “cultural wasteland” is now a cultural horn of plenty—there are now nearly 600 not-for-profit arts organizations in Greater Fort Lauderdale. There are more than 10,000 working artists; 4,200 arts-related businesses; and 19,000 people who work at these businesses.

	Average year-round temperature is 75.4 degrees.

	Random facts: There are 4,100 restaurants in Greater Fort Lauderdale. There are 56 golf courses. There are 14 museums. There are 123 bridges. There are 128 parks. And 3,000 hours of annual sunshine.

	The smallest municipality in Broward County is the village of Lazy Lake—with 33 residents.

	Average annual rainfall is 65.19 inches, most of which falls between April and September.

	The county has 10 square miles of water.

	The county stretches approximately 50 miles east to west and approximately 25 miles from north to south, averaging 5 to 25 feet in elevation. The county has 23 miles of beaches and 266 linear miles of canals, with 126 miles of these canals navigable.

	There are about 806,000 housing units in Greater Fort Lauderdale.

	Broward is the 16th most populous county in the United States.

	The oldest school building in continuous use in the county is the Davie School, built by noted architect August Geiger in 1918 and still in regular use. The Deerfield School, built in 1927, is the second-oldest school still in operation in the county.

	The Hillsboro Inlet Light Station, a lighthouse in Pompano Beach, was built in 1907 and stands 132 feet high.

	The largest company in Greater Fort Lauderdale is AutoNation, a nationwide chain of auto dealerships, with $14.2 billion in revenues and 22,000 employees. The second-largest is JM Family Enterprises, Inc., the nation’s largest Toyota distributor, with about $10 billion in revenues. Other notable Broward County companies include Spherion Corporation (human resources, staffing), Citrix Systems (computer network software), Elizabeth Arden (cosmetics), and Spirit Airlines, a national carrier.

	The largest employers in Greater Fort Lauderdale (besides the Broward County School Board and county government) are American Express, which employs some 4,800 people at its Plantation regional headquarters, and Nova Southeastern University, with 4,000 employees.

	Greater Fort Lauderdale is also Latin American headquarters for a number of large multinational companies, among them Siemens Building Technologies, DHL Express, Microsoft, Alcatel-Lucent, Schindler Elevator, Nortel Networks, Western Union, Stanley Works Tools, and South African Airways.





  The only problem with all of this (according to some Broward Countians) is that everybody else—meaning visitors and “snowbirds”—is out enjoying it all, too. That means the roads are more crowded in High Season, as are the restaurants, the movies, and the shopping centers. And if you’re one of those visitors, you’ll have to pay more for the privilege of wonderful weather and the joys of the season, sometimes a lot more.

  During High Season, hotels can book up quickly (especially if there’s a lousy winter up north); this not only impacts availability, of course, but also price. If you’re visiting (and even if you live here), you’ll end up doing some standing in line wherever you go. And— particularly during the holiday season—you may not be able to get a rental car unless you’ve reserved early. And you’ll pay more for the car you do get (which might easily end up being a truck or van rather than a car).

  Low Season is a different story. There’s no getting around it—South Florida’s hot in the summer; high 70s to low 80s at night, and generally in the high 80s to low 90s in the daytime. But the humidity—often in the 80-to-90 percent range—makes it feel even hotter. The sun is very direct and very intense. There are plenty of bugs. Late-afternoon thunderstorms roll in from the Everglades (they generally clear up by evening, though). Hurricanes whose “projected paths” have to be watched very carefully in the fall. And, certainly, much less going on in the way of entertainment and diversion.

  However, this is also the time when hotel rooms can be half the price (or less) they are during the winter. This is the time when restaurants run more specials (and you won’t have to wait on line). This is the time when the shops offer sales (and when you can ramble through the malls much more easily). This is the time when you can get pretty much whatever rental car you desire, at a much more reasonable price. And this is the time when you can get a tee time pretty much whenever you want it.

 
 
 Sand in My Shoes

You may, on occasion, hear a Floridian talk about how he or she has “sand in his/her shoes.” That’s a popular expression down here, and the meaning is simple. It refers to a person who comes down to Florida, either on vacation or to live here, and who is transformed by the experience. It may be when you’re walking on the beach at sunrise. It might be when you’re cruising along the Intracoastal at sunset. It may be when you see the colors change as they reflect on the buildings or in the vivid color changes as the sun moves through a winter day. It may be while you’re hauling in a big fish in the ocean. “Sand in your shoes” means that minute when you realize that you’ve really fallen in love with Florida. And that you’re never “going home” again . . . because this is now home.





 EVERYBODY TALKS ABOUT THE WEATHER

  . . . and in Broward County, most of the time it’s beautiful. As noted previously, however, summers are hot and steamy, generally with thunderstorms during the late afternoon. Winters are generally beautiful. But there’s an occasional cold snap that may even leave your teeth chattering. During the winter of 2009–2010, for example, it actually got down into the 30s a couple of times (and some folks in Miami–Dade County, just south of here, actually had a few snowflakes fall). And when that happens (although even temps in the 50s are considered a “cold snap” here), it can sometimes stay that way for four or five days. Moral of the story? If you’re coming in winter, sure, bring your bathing suit; the weather will probably be great. But, just in case, don’t forget to also pack a sweater and a light jacket.

  Then there’s the H-word. And it wouldn’t be fair to you if we didn’t discuss it. Hurricanes—and we’re not talking the University of Miami Hurricanes here, folks. Some years—such as the fall of 2009—atmospheric conditions play out in such a way that we’re never really threatened, and we get a free pass. Other times—such as in ‘04 and ‘05—fuggedaboutit. We were hit hard in 2004 by Frances and then, only a few weeks later, by Jeanne. And Frances and Jeanne were no ladies. Then a year later we were dealt a glancing blow by Katrina, and then hit head on by Wilma (you probably saw the pictures on TV). After those two seasons, our previous complacency about hurricanes disappeared forever.

  Hurricane season, according to the books, lasts from June 1 until December 1. But there are never hurricanes brewing (out there in the ocean) in June, and almost never in July. Activity doesn’t really start picking up until late August, and the peak of the season is mid-September. The “real” season then continues into mid-October. If you haven’t been hit by then, you’re generally home free. So there’s really less than a two-month period in which we have to fret about the weather forecasts.

 i Among the items you should always carry in your car is a water bottle—inside the car, not in the trunk. During the summer months and the early fall, it’s very—very—humid here. and you’ll sweat a lot more than you’re used to. It’s a good idea to keep yourself hydrated by taking a sip or two every few minutes.

  Bottom line? Just use common sense. If you’re planning a trip here in late summer or early fall, just keep tabs on our local weather, and on what your own weather person says it’s doing “down in the tropics.” Do keep in mind, though, that hurricane hits—especially in a limited space like Greater Fort Lauderdale—are still relatively rare. And hurricanes that hit in other parts of the state generally don’t affect our weather much, other than an increased possibility of rain.
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GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND

No matter where you are—in the country, or in the world—it’s fairly easy to get to Fort Lauderdale. You can make connections to Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport from just about anywhere on the globe. And if you can’t make the connections into Fort Lauderdale, you can surely make them into Miami International, only 25 miles to the south.

  BY AIR

  The gateway to Greater Fort Lauderdale—from just about anywhere in the world, with connections—is Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport (FLL) (954-359-6100; www.broward.org/airport).

  In 2008, the airport processed 22,621,500 passengers, making it the 22nd busiest airport (in terms of passenger traffic) in the United States, and 14th busiest international air gateway in the United States. It’s also the fastest-growing major airport in the country. And it’s one of the 50 busiest airports in the world.

  Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport serves as a hub for AirTran Airways, JetBlue Airways, Allegiant Air, and Spirit Airlines, which is headquartered in Broward County. The airport’s close proximity to the cruise-line terminals at Port Everglades—now the busiest cruise port in the world—has also made it popular among tourists bound for the Caribbean.

  “FLL” is served by 22 airlines, including all of the major domestic carriers. The airport is modern, easy to navigate, and user-friendly, with plenty of parking and an attractive terminal and shops.

  Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International is convenient, as well. It’s only 3 miles from downtown Fort Lauderdale and just off 1-95, the main north–south highway in South Florida, and 1-595, the main east–west highway in Broward County. And it’s also convenient to the Florida Turnpike, the other main north–south road.

  Car rental

  The following car rental companies are found at Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport. Most of these companies also have rentals at various locations around the county. Call ahead for information (especially during the winter High Season!).


	Alamo Rent-a-Car—(800) 327-9633; www.alamo.com

	Avis Rent-a-Car—(800) 331-1212; www.avis.com

	Car Rentals from Budget—(800) 527-0700; www.budget.com

	Continental Rent a Car—(800) 221-4085; www.continentalcar.com

	Dollar Rent-a-Car—(800) 800-4000; www.dollar.com

	Enterprise—(800) 325-8007; www.enterprise.com

	E-Z Rent A Car—(800) 277-5171; www.e-zrentacar.com

	Hertz Rent-a-Car—(800) 654-3131; www.hertz.com

	National—(800) 227-7368; www.nation-alcar.com

	Payless Rent A Car—(800) 729-5377; www.paylesscar.com

	Royal Rent a Car—(800) 314-8616; www.royalrac.com

	Thrifty—(877) 283-0898; www.thrifty.com



  Ground transportation

  Hotel shuttles are provided by many local hotels. Find out ahead of time if your hotel is one of them and find out where to meet the shuttle.

  Taxis and Limos

  TAXI/YELLOW CAB

  Available on demand. Check in at the transportation podium located lower level, curbside of each terminal. Rate comparison charts are posted at each podium. Taxicabs accept up to five persons for fare stated on meters (taxi fares regulated by law in this county). Call Yellow Cab if you have any questions at (954) 777-7777.

  SHARE RIDE/FORT LAUDERDALE SHUTTLE

Passenger sedans provide door-to-door service, usually at cheaper rates than a taxi. Check in at the transportation podium located curbside on the lower level of each terminal. Fares can be found on the rate comparison charts posted at each podium. Call Fort Lauderdale Shuttle if you have any questions at (954) 822-8106.

 
 
 Beating the Traffic

  Greater Fort Lauderdale has some very gnarly rush-hour traffic, especially during the Season. Try to avoid 1-95 between the hours of 7 and 9 a.m., and also between 4:15 and 6:15 p.m.; if you get trapped behind an accident there (especially one involving a truck), you could spend a couple of hours just sitting in traffic. Also, listen for local radio reports about Florida’s Turnpike. And try to avoid I-595 (which runs from the western suburbs into downtown) during rush hours; try not to head east (into town) in the morning, or west during that time. Otherwise, what is a nicely moving thoroughfare the rest of the day can become a very long parking lot.

  Especially in the summer, when air-conditioning usage surges, South Florida is vulnerable to occasional electrical blackouts. It doesn’t happen too often, and when it does, it’s generally restricted to a compact area. But if it happens when you’re in your car, you need to know the rules of the road—because traffic lights won’t be working. Actually, the rules are very simple. Just treat every traffic light as if it’s a four-way stop sign. Make sure you yield the right of way, rather than being a road hog. Be sure to drive defensively; we have our share of road crazies here, too. And don’t panic. Police usually arrive fairly quickly to direct traffic.





  GO AIRPORT SHUTTLE

  For door-to-door, shared-ride transportation, consider a luxury sedan or van from GO Airport Shuttle, which provides a “zone” fare from the airport right to your home. Private car service is also available. Check in at the transportation podium located outside the baggage area on the lower level curbside. A comparison list of fares is posted at each podium. Or for more information, contact GO Airport Shuttle at (954) 561-8888 or toll free (800) 244-8252.

  In addition, taxis are easily found just outside the main FLL terminal. And there are numerous taxi companies throughout the county. A few other taxi and transportation companies are:


	Ambassador Taxi Service—(954) 779-7777

	Fort Lauderdale Shuttle Vans—(954) 559-9999

	Fort Lauderdale Airport Taxi—(954) 609-1914, (954) 744-6236



  A few other limousine services are:


	Fort Lauderdale FL Taxi & Limousine—(954) 888-2222, (954) 733-3333; www.fortlauderdalefltaxi.com

	Holland Limousine Service—(954) 577-0308; www.hollandlimousine.com

	A ABA-Cab Airport Service—(954) 981–2354, (954) 981-0720; www.aabacabairportservices.com

	A Family Limousine—(954) 522-7455, (877) 599-LIMO; www.afamilylimo.com



Broward County Transit (BCT) bus shelters at the airport are located:


	At the west end of Terminal 1

	Between Terminals 2 and 3

	Between Terminals 3 and 4



Contact the BCT (Broward County Tran sit) Rider Info Line at (954) 357-8400 or 357-8320 (TTY) for more information.

 
 
 Directions to FLL


	From 1-95 North or South: Take 1-95 to 1-595 East. Bear right onto US 1 (South Federal Highway) and take the airport exit. Follow the directions into the airport.

	From within Fort Lauderdale: US 1, known as Federal Highway, runs north–south throughout Fort Lauderdale. The entrance to the airport is via South Federal Highway (see map, p. xi). AMTRAK: You can get to Fort Lauderdale on Amtrak from pretty much anywhere in the country. (954) 587-5387, (800) USA-RAIL (800-872-7245); www.amtrak.com.







  BY BUS OR TRAIN

  If you prefer the train to flying, Amtrak (800-872-7245; www.amtrak.com) offers long- and short-distance rail transportation throughout the United States. Tri Rail also offers service in Broward County, including stops in Deerfield Beach, Pompano Beach, Cypress Creek, Fort Lauderdale, Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport, Sheridan Street Station, and Hollywood Stations. A round-trip fare from Broward’s northernmost station (Deerfield Beach) to its southernmost (Hollywood) is $8.45. For more information, call (800) 874-7245, or check out their website at www.tri-rail.com.

  And if you prefer to “leave the driving to them,” Greyhound (800-231-2222; www.greyhound.com) has a terminal in Fort Lauderdale. BCT (Broward County Transit) (954-357-8355; www.broward.org/bct), Greater Fort Lauderdale’s public bus transportation, offers regular services throughout the county. Regular fare is $1.50, with reduced fares for children, seniors, and the disabled.

  MAJOR ROADS

  The major north–south highways in Greater Fort Lauderdale are 1-95, which runs along the eastern corridor; Florida’s Turnpike, which runs though the middle; and the Sawgrass Expressway (SR 869), which runs along the western fringe and into I-75 toward Miami.

  The major east–west highway is 1-595, which runs from southwestern Broward into Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport on the east. Another east–west corridor is the Sawgrass Expressway’s (SR 869) northern leg, which runs west from Deerfield Beach before turning south in Coral Springs, in the far northwestern corner of the county.

  Major north–south roads with stoplights (running through towns) include Federal Highway along the eastern corridor; University Drive in the center of the county; and Nob Hill Road in the western suburbs.

  Major east–west roads that run through towns include Sunrise Boulevard (from Fort Lauderdale toward the western suburbs); Commercial Boulevard (ditto); Hollywood Boulevard (which becomes Pines Boulevard out west); and Hillsboro Boulevard, which runs across northern Broward.
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HISTORY

If you’re over a certain age, you remember that in the ‘60s (and ‘70s and ‘80s), Fort Lauderdale was Where the Boys Are. And the girls, too. There was Frankie (Avalon). James (Darren). Fabian (Forte). And guys with names like “Moondoggie” and “Gopher” and “Chug-a-lug.” Annette (Funicello). Gidget. And Connie (Francis), the popular singer who sang the title song of the movie, which became sort of a badge for Fort Lauderdale.

  These kids—seemingly without a care in the world—danced on the beach in the daytime and threw lavish luaus, with lobster bakes and guitars, at night. They surfed, they tossed footballs, had volleyball games, switched boyfriends/girlfriends with regularity, and generally drove the few adults in the film—often parents but sometimes local officials or hotel owners—crazy.

  For an entire generation, the “beach movies” of the early 1960s—and Fort Lauderdale’s center-stage role in a few of them—forever defined this provincial (at the time) small town (at the time) to the north of Miami. And that generation isn’t limited to people now over 60. In fact, in large measure because of the beach movies, thousands—and then hundreds of thousands—of college students began making their way to Fort Lauderdale for what became the annual ritual called Spring Break. The phenomenon lasted nearly 30 years. In fact, to most of the country’s college students during those decades, Spring Break meant only one thing—Fort Lauderdale.

  For what was then a somewhat sleepy, low-rise town, those were halcyon days. Local radio hosts, eager to promote the business that Spring Break brought, began unabashedly referring to the town as “Fort Liquordale.” There were all sorts of contests, from wet T-shirt to hot-dog-eating to craziest dives to limbo dancing to—of course—drinking. And no one here complained. These kids filled the hotels during the normally slower “Shoulder Season” just before or after High Season (even if they often tried to cram 10 or 12 people into a room). And they filled the restaurants, bars, nightclubs, strip joints, T-shirt shops, ice-cream shops, and surf shops as well.

  Eventually, like all good things, it had to end, though. More about that later.

  IN THE BEGINNING

  Greater Fort Lauderdale’s original inhabitants didn’t do much dancing for fun; it was more for ceremonial reasons. And they had much different rituals than these latter-day revelers.

  Scattered throughout Broward County are numerous Indian mounds—probably ceremonial or burial places—where archeologists have found pottery shards, arrowheads, primitive tools, shells, and, in a few cases, human remains. And the estimated dates of these mounds range from a few hundred years old to 10,000 years old.

  Skeletal remains of animal hunters dating back about 10,000 years have been found here, suggesting that perhaps human beings lived here even earlier. From what we know, these first Broward Countians subsisted on fish, shellfish, deer, bear, and plants such as sea grape and prickly pear.

  They apparently wandered throughout the county. The demands of their sustenance—moving where the game was—meant a life on the move, and their small villages were frequently relocated. When the Spanish came across the village of the Indians they called Tequesta in 1567, near the mouth of Miami River, it had probably not been there more than a century or two.

  The relationship between the Spanish and the native inhabitants was a contentious one—pretty much standard wherever the conquistadores arrived. The Spanish established a mission on the Miami River to convert the natives. But the natives weren’t buying what the newcomers were selling, and the mission was abandoned within two years.

  It was about this time that the Tequesta began declining in numbers. Some historians say they began dying off because of the new diseases brought by the Spanish. Others, however, give the cause as the tribe’s ongoing warfare with the stronger Calusa tribe. By the late 1700s historians believe there were actually less than a hundred Indians living in southeast Florida. And most of those left for Havana when the Spanish ceded Florida to Great Britain at the end of the French and Indian War.

  At the same time as the British got Florida, another group of Indians—the Creek nation—was moving into the state, after being driven out of Georgia by war and famine. One branch of the Creek eventually ended up in the Everglades, developed its own separate identity, and became the Seminole nation.

  The British didn’t reign for long, however. The loss of their American colonies resulted in the forfeiture of the region back to Spain, in the Treaty of Paris following the American Revolution. And soon after, Broward’s first non-Indian settlers arrived.

  The Lewis and the Robbins families arrived from the Bahamas. They weren’t Bahamian though; they were British subjects who had settled in the islands. They put down roots on the south side of the New River, a channel that drains the Everglades, and began the arduous task of trying to coax crops out of this harsh land.

  The Spanish didn’t perceive these British people as mere farmers, however; they saw them as a potential “fifth column” that could possibly lay the groundwork for a British reoccupation of the peninsula. They sent a “supply” ship to spy on the settlers in 1793, apparently with the ultimate intention of removing them. But at the time Spain was preparing for war with France, and there were more pressing issues to be attended to. So they never removed these transplanted British Bahamians.

  The Spanish apparently didn’t feel all that attached to this new land, however, and they sold it to the United States in 1821. A few years later, the U.S. Army sent Colonel James Gadsden to push through the wilderness and conduct a survey of what is today Greater Fort Lauderdale. Gadsden was not impressed, to say the least. He recommended against building a road in the area, noting that “the population of the route will probably never be sufficient to contribute to [its maintenance], while the inducements to individuals to keep up the necessary ferries will scarcely ever be adequate.”

  WAR AND UNCERTAINTY

  The Gadsden party did note the presence on the New River of two families, the Cooleys and the Williamses. We’re not quite sure what the Williamses did to survive or to obtain food, but the record says that the Cooleys raised vegetables for subsistence and processed a root called coontie into arrowroot starch for cash.

  In an interesting twist, the inland areas were actually showing more development than the eastern areas—but not by the British or European-Americans. The aforementioned Seminole Indians, pushed continually southward by white immigration into the lands in north Florida, began setting up camps here.

  Their arrival here, of course, was part of the ongoing tragedy of Native-Anglo affairs in those days, days characterized by misunderstandings, broken promises, unwarranted fears, and demonization of the “other” side. Eventually the white settlers began requesting—and then demanding—that the Seminoles be moved from the state to someplace far out West. The Seminoles, having already been pushed out of one place, were in no mood to be pushed out of another. In what they saw as encroachment on their lands, the Seminoles’ resentment began to grow as more white settlers came. One incident led to another, and before long the situation was akin to a tinderbox needing only a match.

  The match was struck on December 28, 1835. The Seminoles ambushed an army column headed by Major Francis L. Dade (after whom Miami–Dade County is named), and they killed 104 of his 107 men, including Dade. This ambush actually took place far from South Florida, in the Tampa area. But it set the state aflame, and it set off the Second Seminole War.

  A week after the battle, the Cooleys, still farming on the New River, became the first victims in the Broward area. A war party attacked their homestead, killing Mrs. Cooley, their three children, and the children’s tutor, Joseph Flinton. But Joseph Cooley, by some quirk of fate, was not home at the time, having been on a hunting trip

  Neighboring families heard the screams of the victims and hurriedly gathered a few things together. They fled south by land and eventually reached Indian Key. There they came upon Cooley and had to tell him the news.

  In March 1838, a force of Tennessee Volunteers joined up with a band of army regulars and constructed a fort on the New River. The force was commanded by Major William Lauderdale, and the fort they constructed bore his name, along with a second one built later on along the beach. Major Lauderdale was the first non-Native American to explore the eastern Everglades and the canals leading from the Glades into the Atlantic. On March 22, 1838, Lauderdale’s force joined other units of the United States Army in a battle with the Seminoles at Pine Island, in which the army emerged victorious.

  The Second Seminole War lasted until 1842, but the mutual fear lasted much longer than that. Immigration of white families came to a stop, which was a wonderful bonanza to the Seminoles who had escaped removal to the west, as they had the area pretty much to themselves for the next 50 years. They lived quiet lives in relative obscurity for all those years, growing crops and roaming the Everglades in search of game.

  The first known Anglo settlers in the postwar period were Washington Jenkins, keeper of the House of Refuge that was built for shipwrecked sailors in 1876, and John J. Brown, a pig farmer who won a scandal-plagued legislative election that same year and departed for Tallahassee (without his pigs), never setting foot in the area again.

  THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

  The area grew slowly; after all, it wasn’t exactly paradise on Earth. The cruel summers (pre-air-conditioning) sent many a settler family back up north from whence they had come. The mosquitoes and appropriately named horsefly seemed the reincarnation of a plague. Disease—often caused by the mosquitoes—was rampant, and there were no doctors here. Realistically, if you got sick, you generally died. Towns were very tiny and very far apart from each other, and communication between them was negligible. The wild animals were everywhere, and they weren’t friendly. Panthers. Bears. Alligators. Eagles and osprey. Venomous snakes such as rattlesnakes and water moccasins. Armadillos. Iguanas. And lizards—lizards that got into every article of clothing you owned, that popped up on your pillow at night, that climbed the walls of your kitchen and bedroom, that lurked in the boots you put on each morning. And the earth was loose, sandy soil, and the water table was very close to the surface; growing crops took a lot of effort and a lot of luck. Between the families who gave up and left, and the families who died, population growth was not exactly soaring.

  Nonetheless, people kept trickling down in small numbers, enchanted by the opportunity to create new lives on the edge of the wilderness (and by the stories of warm winters!). In 1891 the area got its first post office. Two years later came the Bay Stage Line, operating over a shell-rock road between Lake Worth (in what is now Palm Beach County, to the north of Greater Fort Lauderdale) and Lemon City, now part of Miami. This stage line was the first real link to the outside world. And it was one of the first really tangible steps in the growth of this area.

  The entire trip actually took two days. And it stopped overnight at the New River, where a transplanted (and entrepreneurial) Ohioan named Frank Stranahan was running both an overnight camp and a ferry service across the river.

  In connecting the Fort Lauderdale area to the rest of the world, though, the stage brought to an end a very colorful aspect of early South Florida. With the advent of the stage line, the legendary “barefoot mailmen,” who had carried the mail for seven years from Lake Worth to Miami by walking along the beach, disappeared into history.

  DREAMERS AND SCHEMERS

  The stages, however, didn’t even last seven years. Railroad magnate and businessman Henry M. Flagler, who had built glorious hotels in North Florida, had been sent orange blossoms—in the middle of a freeze—by a Miami resident named Julia Tuttle. Upon learning that Miami was unaffected by the great freeze of February 1895, he decided to extend his Florida East Coast Railroad south from Palm Beach. A year later, the first train reached New River. And that event changed Fort Lauderdale forever.

  Flagler needed workers for his various land and hotel enterprises in South Florida, and his railroad would bring them here. But he eventually found out that much of his manpower needs could be met with people already here. Swedes from the Northeast formed the nucleus of Hallandale, and Danes from the Midwest founded Dania. Southern farmers, lured by better land and milder winters, joined the Danes and Swedes and founded Pompano and Deerfield. Much of the fieldwork, however, was done by African Americans brought into town by the railroad.

  Dania became the area’s first incorporated community in 1904, followed by Pompano in 1908 and Fort Lauderdale in 1911. But until 1915 they were towns without a county. That year a new county was formed from portions of Dade and Palm Beach Counties and named for former Florida governor Napoleon Bonaparte Broward.

  While governor from 1905 to 1909, Bro-ward had a tremendous impact on the county that would bear his name. He had fought for drainage of the Everglades and also got the dredges working on the south and north New River canals. Draining the Everglades—especially then—was a dicey proposition at best, and the results were mixed in that area. But the drainage opened up much of today’s Broward County for development, first as agricultural land and later, residential.

  Growth was slow at first, but steady. But then things changed rapidly. When World War I ended in 1918, it sparked the first of Broward’s two great booms.

  Between 1920 and 1925, the county’s population nearly tripled, climbing from 5,135 to 14,242. This boom helped spark the new development model: planned cities, not just neighborhoods. In addition, it changed the demographics of the county. Until now, most settlers had been farmers. The newcomers, however, for the most part wanted nothing to do with the land and had little affinity for sweating over it. They were urban people, many of them retirees. In addition, with the advent of modern communications, the 1920s saw the economy morph from a crop-oriented one into an economic machine that began to be powered by tourism.

  At about that time, a new breed of immigrant began coming to this area—successful developers with grandiose ideas and very deep wallets. These were men of grand accomplishment, never-give-up attitudes, and records of success up north, who saw great opportunity in South Florida. The grandest of them all was Joseph W. Young, who turned a low-lying tract between Hallandale and Dania into his dream city of Hollywood-by-the-Sea. He spent millions to build several elegant hotels, a country club, downtown office buildings to attract companies, a bridge spanning the Intra-coastal Waterway, a splendid railroad station, an Olympic-sized pool, and a school. He donated his own land to create parks for his new city. His city had underground power cables—a revolutionary idea at the time (and particularly appropriate for a place that experiences occasional hurricanes)—underground water and sewers, a telephone system, sidewalks, and handsome street lighting.

  All of these amenities, of course, would mean little without people to take advantage of them. So Young embarked upon a vigorous—some would say “overly aggressive”—campaign to draw residents to his new city. He took out ads all over the eastern United States. He brought prospects in by bus, train, and even ship, and treated them to lunch and tours of the city. And he certainly wasn’t above the hard sell, occasionally trapping prospects in “sweat rooms” where they were bombarded by high-pressure salesmen.

  In 1925, when Hollywood was incorporated as a city, Joseph Young, fittingly, was elected its first mayor. He didn’t serve long, though; he resigned to develop Port Everglades.

  The devastating hurricane of 1926 brought South Florida—and Hollywood—to its knees. And three years later, the Depression brought it to a crash. The era of the grand dreamers crashed with it. And Young’s grand plans came to a dead end.

  He died at the age of 51 in 1934, at his home in the city he loved. But he is survived by so many Hollywood landmarks that it’s hard to count, among them the city’s many lakes, its broad boulevard, the eastern golf course, and the famous traffic circle that now bears his name. He was the first of Bro-ward’s grand planners. And it’s arguable that newer planned cities, such as Coral Springs, might never have become reality had not Young pursued—and achieved—his dream 40 years earlier.

  DEVASTATION & DEPRESSION

  The Depression, and the subsequent slow recovery, emphasized the fact that rough days were ahead. The growth and development of the area, in some respects, had out-paced the community’s ability to manage it. Once more, access to the outside world was proving to be a considerable problem. With the spate of new settlements, there was a tremendous need for importation of both food and building material, most of which had to be brought over the single-track Florida East Coast Railroad. Henry Flagler’s successors made plans to double-track the FEC. Then another railroad, the Seaboard Coast Line, was extended southward toward Miami. In turn, the newfound ability to import workers and raw materials helped Port Everglades take form.

  But none of this could be done quickly enough. Goods piled up on platforms in Jacksonville because there were not enough trains to get them to South Florida in a timely manner. The backlog of goods at Jacksonville became so critical that, on October 29, 1925, the FEC had to embargo everything except food or items for which special
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