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Our alphabet, the ABCs we learn almost as soon as we begin to chant “Pat-a-Cake,” may have begun life as a calendar for celebrating rituals: a star-guided mnemonic for the timing of seasonal chants. There remains a memory trickling down from this long-ago world that by following the correct order provided by our alphabet, the proper sequence of a great “Spell” would renew both Earth and the fragile butterfly souls of her children. Charms spelling out this promise hold Earth’s gift of life, her alchemical secrets of spinning new gold from worn straw, if we can but remember their names.

Early alphabets used pictures of objects to represent sounds: an ox head (aleph) as the letter A, for instance. I began wondering why creators of ancient alphabets chose each symbol to represent the orderly letters of our ABCs. Investigating physical and mythological qualities associated with each object, I uncovered a story. Before embarking on our journey through this story, I must describe several traditions I compared to unearth a widespread Mystery hidden in our alphabet.

A picture is not confined to a single language. Each viewer names a picture according to their own language. Our numerals, for instance, are such pictures. Seeing the shape 3, we might say “three,” but a French speaker would say “trois.” The shape gives no hint of the sound, but if we write “t-h-r-e-e,” we pronounce “three.” True writing is a way of visualizing speech: sound represented by symbols. The magic of oral enchantments eventually evolved into the spells of writing. Objects becoming our letters described a “Spell” long before they began to record linear history.

Although my journey is about the discovery of a path, there are few literal paths to follow, only numerous clues derived from seemingly unrelated stories. They include Mother Goose rhymes and carefully guarded recipes for gold, magic, bread, and vinegar—which begin, like all of Earth’s magic, with a mother.

Originally enchantment, letters were eventually engraved or inscribed. As Maurice Bouisson tells us in his 1961 exploration of the history of magic, “Writing . . . like incantation had magic power. The transference of this power from the chanted word into the written word represents the second stage.”1 Enchantments maturing with the magic of time eventually evolved into proper spells. Correct spelling, of course, demands letters placed in the proper order. The spells hidden in our first alphabet are revealed by the order of the objects, the attributes of the objects chosen to represent their letters.

The story of the alphabet begins with ancient skywatchers marking the passing stars over Earth. Recognizing the age-old maxim “As above, so below,” these observations led to measurements and calendars. As these calendars became more complicated, our ancestors needed a way to record them. I believe they did so by encoding them into our alphabet, and at its root, the order of our letters hides this Spell. Each object chosen to represent a letter was determined by its position in the series: first letter, second letter, third letter, et cetera. In this way, the alphabet became a form of number magic, a Spell whose symbols, given in the proper order, come together to create the revolving Creation, just as proper spelling, putting letters together in a proper order, creates a word.

Adepts of Mystery traditions have long recognized the relationships between their various practices and the symbols of the alphabet, a Mystery itself as the original Spell of Creation. In 1839, Victor Hugo, an initiate of the Mysteries of Masonry, noted, “Human society, the world, and the whole of mankind is to be found in the alphabet. Freemasonry, astronomy, philosophy, all the sciences find their true, albeit imperceptible, beginnings there: and so it must be. The alphabet is a wellspring.”2

This is not a history of writing in the usual sense; it is not a linear story of the transformation of speech into symbols to record that speech. Instead, we will examine the wisdom and reasoning behind the choice of objects to represent early letters. Evolving story rather than random selection mandated choice of symbol in each position. Why, for instance, did the early Hebrews choose an ox (aleph) as the first letter of their alphabet, while the ancient Celts chose a birch tree? Why does Mercury, the youngest (and oldest) of the Greek gods, occur at the start of a pack of Tarot cards, while an androgynous vulture leads an Egyptian alphabet? And why does a fey bull (Fe) promise money as the first Germanic rune?

The choice of ancient alphabet symbols lies in a pattern inherited by numerous traditions. They include the alchemy of turning a dark Earth to gold and a black night into a shining new day. Comparison of the mythic attributes of numbers and symbols across varied traditions reveals a common order: a connection across ancient cultures revealed in the ordering of symbols to create an alphabet for the communication of not just words but meaning, ritual, and Mysteries.

As the alphabet spread widely throughout the ancient world, Mystery traditions followed along. For the wise, travel through the unfolding Spell of letters promised the initiate the wealth of the material world as well as an enlightened return from the dark. But, over time, people came to use the new technology of the alphabet simply to record business transactions and communicate across distance and time. The deeper reason for the order of the symbols making up the alphabets was largely forgotten, passed on to only a few.



Heaven rained down ripe grain the day that [letters] were first invented.

H. N. HUMPHREYS, ORIGIN AND PROGRESS
OF THE ART OF WRITING





In this book, we will examine several ancient alphabets and traditions associated with divination and magic, including ancient Hebrew, Germanic runes, and Celtic Ogham, comparing them to unravel the stories and secrets hiding among our letters. We begin with the Phoenician alphabet, the oldest alphabet known to human civilization. First appearing c. 1800 BCE in the lands of Egypt and Canaan, it became known as Phoenician around 1050 BCE. Shortly after, the script was adopted by the Hebrews and in this early form was known as Old Hebrew (Ketav Ivri). This ancient alphabet seems to group its letters into three families: the letters of the Earth, those of the Underworld, and those of the Heavens. We will use this structure as our own template for investigating the symbolism and secrets of each letter of our alphabet.

The first family describes the natural year: an undivided Earth splitting apart, being purified, plowed, planted, and delivered through the dalet (door) of our fourth letter D, a sharing of the harvest, and finally a dying back before rising through the gate (heth) of the eighth letter.

The next eight letters guide the mythic hero’s journey through the Underworld. Beginning with the ninth letter, the labyrinth of teth (translated as wheel or coil), we then continue through judgments and paying our debts by the eleventh hour. In time the serpent-fish (nun) of the fourteenth letter travels safely over the waters of death: letter thirteen (mem/water). After growing stronger, we emerge into the light of day through the opening eye of the sun (ain/sixteenth letter).

The last letters hint at astronomical cycles, beginning with control of the North Star: pe (commandment) as the seventeenth Phoenician letter.

Letters of the Earth

1. Aleph (ox): A Guide at the Gateway

2. Beth (house): Adolescence and the Purification of the Virgin Spring

3. Gimel (camel or rope): Impregnation and the Bonds of Time

4. Dalet (door): Deliverance from Knots and Bonds

5. Hey (window): Teachings, Pupils, and a Gift of Tongues

6. Vav (hook or nail): Marriage of Heaven and Earth and the Throne of God

7. Zain (weapon): Floods, Apocalypses, and Pregnant Pauses

8. Heth (gate or fence): Happy Gate of Heaven

Letters of the Underworld

9. Teth (wheel or coil): Entering the Labyrinth

10. Yod (hand): Judgments of Fate

11. Kaph (palm of the hand): Visionaries and Payment of Debts

12. Lamed (ox goad or rod of the teacher): Upside-Down Teacher and L’s Name of God

13. Mem (water): Breaking Waters and the Deluge

14. Nun (serpent-fish): Return of a Messiah and Allotment of Fortune

15. Samekh (prop or fish): Devas, Devils, and Protection

16. Ain (eye): Opening Eye of the Sun

Letters of the Heavens

17. Pe (mouth or commandment): Pi’s Control of the Circle

18. Tsade (hunt or fishhook): Tsadiks, Moons, and Midwives

19. Qopf (monkey): The Number of the Sun

20. Ros (head): New Year after Sun/Moon/Mercury Nineteen-Year Cycles

21. Shin (tooth): A Triangular Number of a Sinuous Moon God

22. Tav (mark): Escape from Death and the Promise of a Good Return

As we explore the symbols of various scripts and patterns, I cannot emphasize enough that we must compare attributes associated with the mythology of each symbol. Do not be fooled by the shape occupying each numbered position. There is almost no correlation between shapes or sounds of the letters (using the word loosely) of these various traditions. However, each position in an ordered series contains certain powers associated with that placement. All symbols in the same position share a family resemblance of qualities. Looking at what each ordered object represents provides a clue to the alphabet’s evolving story. The traditions I explore emerge from a common source, though not necessarily a common use of the powers inherent in each position.

We will pull apart secrets from the most luminous soul journey of a Jewish mystic or Taoist adept to the more prosaic calendars of a farming year and the ill-tempered uses of letter magic by Norse hags and Viking warriors. Our work ascribes no value on use. We simply compare widespread traditions to demonstrate that there is a pattern: that each letter contains a group of attributes or “powers” associated with its position in the sequence, and that the pattern carries a message of renewal and resurrection. Although various cultures chose symbols from their own word-hoards, it is the number placement of each letter, its position in the sequence, that mandates the choice of symbol.

This is surface exploration only. I am not competent to discuss the deeper uses of alchemy and Kabbalistic Mysteries nor to determine an ultimate origin for the secrets hidden in our alphabet. I only claim they share a common ancestor—and I hope that you will come to understand these secrets.
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INTRODUCTION TO PART 1

At some point in time, a poetic genius ordered random symbols into a pattern and created an alphabet—not just for spelling out speech, but for recording the Spell of Creation. In early alphabets, two factors appear most important. First, each symbol must represent a sound in the language: A is for apple. But our first letter was not A but aleph, represented by an (androgynous) ox—and as we shall explore, cows and sky bulls are associated with the gift of writing in many traditions. The second factor important to our story is order: it is always ABC not ZBD. Each symbol represents attributes determined by its order of appearance, by its number in the series of symbols that make up the alphabet. (We will explore these attributes, letter by letter, in the second part of the book.)

Many early adaptors of the alphabet chose from their own hoard of symbols to represent the sounds of their languages, but they followed an unvarying common pattern. The symbols of these alphabets were not chosen by chance; their order was never arbitrary. Early writing was too special, too sacred, for symbols to be carelessly determined.



God drew the Hebrew letters, hewed them, combined them, weighed them, interchanged them, and through them produced the whole Creation.

SEFER YETZIRAH (C. 500 CE) AS QUOTED IN SCHOLEM,
ORIGINS OF THE KABBALAH





Among its mysteries, our alphabet contains secrets of calendars and alchemical transformations lost when magic became hidden and then forgotten. Properly spelled, with the letters in their proper order, the alphabet holds the story of creation and re-creation, of birth, death, and resurrection, in which seed and soul continually emerge into a new light of day.

Some scholars dismiss the idea that the ancient creators of alphabets chose and ordered their symbols with an intentional mystical, magical, or alchemical purpose. Though mine is not the usual approach, my insights about alphabets as spells are based on extensive research and documentation.

The Phoenician/Old Hebrew alphabet is our oldest, and for this reason we will use it as our template. We will also look at numerous other patterns of writing to learn the full story of the relationship between alphabets and Mystery traditions. Not all of these patterns are true alphabets or even writing systems, but each has named symbols, and each symbol is placed in a set order. This makes comparison possible.

Although citing scholarly opinions, I am not trying to translate ancient script nor spelling out occult uses for its magic. Instead, I am writing from deep in my belly and over my finger bones as I trace Earth’s order from her awakening in early spring through the birth and death of her golden children. In her winter-cold womb, the seed sleeps until her lover kisses her awake and she circles again with the Lord of the Dance. Once more souls slip like words through the opening door (our letter delta) of her warming womb.
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Historically, writing developed and spread with the need for record keeping by city storehouses. Symbols incised on tokens were used as counters to identify the owners of items long before the appearance of true writing. But our interest is not in the history of writing but in the mythology underlying the objects chosen to represent early alphabet letters.

In addition to its early use in record-keeping, our orderly alphabet served mystical purposes. Describing a yearly Great Round of agriculture, from seed to golden harvest and back again, it outlined a path for a spiritual journey through life and the afterlife, guiding the soul toward the light of resurrection.

The sequence of letters in ancient alphabets follows a pattern evolved long ago in the almost forgotten era of the Earth mothers. Square, squat, deep-breasted, and full-bodied, these charming goddesses brought abundance and peace to their people. The people in turn played their part in the seasonal festivals, ensuring the land’s continued fertility. The magical spells manifested in that celebration—the appeals to the Earth mother to nurture the cycle of birth, growth, death, and resurrection—formed the pattern that, in turn, took concrete form in the symbols of the alphabet.

Some Earth goddesses were depicted with necklaces. Zodiac is the name of one such necklace; Cosmos is another. Cosmos means both “ornament” as cosmetic as well as “universe.” Our universe is built from elements, a word the Oxford Universal Dictionary describes as meaning both “building blocks” of the universe and “alphabet letters.” Some necklaces were composed of alphabet letters or symbols of astrology’s zodiac calendar. The necklaces show that these goddesses possessed the proper spell, the correct order of revolving letters and stars, to return a dead Earth and her seed to new life. They provided the elements needed to spell each new world into existence after the dying of the old.*

[image: ]

Fig. 1. The Lady of Saint-Sernin, a statue-menhir of an Earth mother with necklace and breasts, c. 3000 BCE, housed at the Musée Fenaille in Rodez, France

Photo by Erwin Corre, CC0 1.0

Although alphabet stories hint at rebirth, eternal life was never promised, only motherly (material) help along the journey. After each harvest, it is Earth’s seed that returns after passing through the dark. In the ancient Mystery traditions, the end is always embedded in the beginning. Of all the early alphabets I investigated, the last letter hints at this return. The ancient Phoenician/Old Hebrew alphabet ended with the letter tav (meaning “mark”), originally written as T, X, or +. This symbol—the multiplying cross of resurrection, the plus sign of additional returns—promised that death was never final. In its season, this mark of salvation circles back as the bull (Taurus) as letter A.
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Fig. 2. A to T watermark

From Harold Bayley, Lost Language of Symbolism, 1912
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Fig. 3. Constellation Taurus (ox head of the first letter) in the shape of X (tav, the last letter) and magician touching Earth and sky

Magician from Gimbutas, Civilization of the Goddess, 240; Constellation from Olcott, A Field Book of the Stars

In his investigation of secrets hidden in early images, British scholar Harold Bayley noted that the combination of A and T is the first and last letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and went on to say, “The expression ‘last’ is generally misunderstood . . . the truer implication being the end of the last days and the dawn of a new era or beginning.”1

Discussed later, Hebrew remembers a tradition that God created the alphabet letters (A–T) before creating Heaven and Earth (Genesis I). Remembering we begin our alphabet with an ox head, it must be noted the Bull of Spring, Taurus, is also depicted with the X shape of tav. That is, the first and last letters join in a continual rosary of seasons.

We continue our investigation with one source for the numbers that underlie the alphabet magic: the Heavens.



* Examples include Diana of Ephesus, who wears a zodiac as a necklace. The Norse goddess Freya has a necklace of shining stars; the Hindu goddess Kali wears the Varnamala of alphabet letters around her neck.
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And now they do not see light, it is brilliant (Bahir) in the skies.

THE BAHIR (TWELFTH CENTURY),
TRANS. ARYEH KAPLAN*





After eons spent watching the changing sky, people began to recognize and ultimately record repeating patterns. Planets migrate past fixed stars at regular intervals. Fixed stars revolve over Earth, marking the changing seasons. Stars circle a seemingly fixed pole star, but, slowly, they too change position. These patterns underlay the discovery of mathematics and measurements and influenced the choice of symbols in our alphabet. Our earliest alphabet recorded these calendars, these ordered cycles of revolving seasons, in the sequence of their letters.

[image: ]

Fig. 4. Figure of the Magician, touching Earth and sky, as Above and Below, Hungary, c. 5500 BCE. Five thousand years later, the shape linking Earth and sky became the Hebrew aleph (א).

From Marija Gimbutas, Language of the Goddess, 16

Time measured by the revolving lights in the sky mirrors the seasons changing the face of Mother Earth. The seasons on Earth mirror the changing bodies of all her children: plant, animal, or human. We, in turn, share with the rising and falling stars not only the same atoms of creation but also the cycles of birth, growth, fertility, old age, and death. With each death comes a disappearance into the dark and then a rebirth: energy and light returning to the circle from out of nature’s black womb.

A cycle can begin with the shadows of a gentle Eve or with the brightness of Earth’s returning sun. Reflecting this, most of the first symbols of the mercurial hermetic patterns we explore are black, white, or black and white.

Numerous circles guide the paths of stars and planets crossing our skies. One circle is the undulating path of our Milky Way. Another is the ecliptic, a narrow band of stars providing the path followed by the zodiac stars as well as the sun, the moon, and the five wandering planets (Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn) that can be seen by the naked eye.

The zodiac circle of 360 degrees has in our time been divided into twelve astrological houses spanning 30 degrees each. Each house is named for a constellation of fixed stars that, rising with the sun, rules for one month. After their morning (heliacal) rising, they disappear into the glow of the sun. Circling Earth over twelve months, the stars of each house should return to their proper season each year. Helpful in my study, each house in the series has certain attributes, which, like the attributes assigned to the symbols of alphabets, become useful as a means of comparison to other ordered patterns.

PRECESSION OF STARS

But Earth has a faint wobble in her body. Like a spinning gyroscope, she slowly changes the orientation of her north pole and hence the pole star visible to her northern gaze. Observed from Earth, all our stars revolve around the command of our pole star: now the North Star, the Nail of the North, an apparent whirlpool, eye, or mouth. About 6,000 years ago, the pole star was among the stars forming the constellation of a Dragon, a humpbacked camel-serpent covering much of the northern sky.

Shifting slowly, Earth’s northward gaze drifted toward the Wagon stars, also known as the Dipper or Great Bear. In time, she will turn back, reclaiming her former pole star. The cycle takes about 13,000 years in each direction, an entire passage taking 25,800 years. The year 2012 was halfway through the cycle. We are now heading slowly back toward the lost stars of the Golden Age once described by Plato.

This migration of our north pole has the added effect of “precessing” the equinoxes, a slow backward movement through the zodiac. This movement occurs at an average rate of one degree every seventy-two years. This is one source of the number seventy-two, which appears numerous times in our study of alphabet myths. Because of the precession, every 2,200 years the zodiac sign rising with the New Year’s sun changes, its Age passing. As each Age ends, the nature of the world also changes. Around 4000 BCE, the farmer’s Bull of Taurus rose with the spring equinox. By 2000 BCE, the warrior Aries ruled the spring sky. Finally, we entered the Age of Pisces, which now, 2,000 years into the present era, is moving toward the unsettling Age of Aquarius.



Twelve Signs of the Western Zodiac

Reflecting a solar calendar of twelve months, each sign rules for one month. The Western zodiac begins with the constellation’s rising at sunrise in the spring equinox. Due to the precession of the equinoxes, the slow backward movement of the stars as seen from Earth, the zodiac signs no longer correspond with the stars ruling the spring equinox. Because of this, the Western zodiac is said to be “frozen” at Aries. In reality, the equinox stars are now in Pisces and moving slowly toward the Age of Aquarius. Like other ordered symbols, each sign has characteristics associated with its position.
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A tower built to mark the rising of a star in the sky or to predict a seasonal rising of the sun or a planet against a fixed star (on the solstices and equinoxes, for instance) ultimately goes out of kilter. The tower’s calendar can no longer be trusted; the center no longer holds; the ages shake apart. While the faithful sun will continue to rise in its proper season, the ruling stars change, losing their command of the sky. (The icon of the Fallen Tower will reappear later in our story.)

Descriptions of zodiac time concentrate on the new year of the spring equinox (March 21). I believe our pattern developed much earlier than the above dates suggest. Oral traditions have long memories extending back thousands of years before written history. Around 10,500 BCE, the date Plato (c. 400 BCE) declared the lost Golden Age, the twin stars of Gemini and the nearby constellation of the giant Orion rose on the winter solstice. This was the period (c. 9000–8000 BCE) when settled villages appeared in the Near East and around the Black Sea area of Anatolia. This was the period when an even older hunter-gatherer people created a ceremonial center of stone pillars richly carved with animals (known as Gobekli Tepe, c. 10,000 BCE).

THE CHINESE ZODIAC

The Chinese zodiac is a lunar calendar. The signs, each named for an animal, begin with the rising of the full moon between 11 p.m. and 1 a.m. Traditionally beginning around February 4, each sign rules for a year, rather than a month as in the Western zodiac tradition. In the list below, I include the names of the Western constellations for comparison only. The Western and Chinese traditions each ascribe very different attributes to these constellations.

1. Rat (Aquarius)

2. Cow (Capricorn)

3. Tiger (Sagittarius)

4. Hare (Scorpio)

5. Dragon (Libra)

6. Serpent (Virgo)

7. Horse (Leo)

8. Sheep or Ram (Cancer)

9. Monkey (Gemini)

10. Fowl or Rooster (Taurus)

11. Dog (Aries)

12. Pig or Boar (Pisces)

ORION AND THE WOMB OF THE WORLD

Orion will play a large part in our mythic history. His journey through the sky is just outside the zodiac circle. Orion and his faithful star Sirius were important markers of many calendars and their measurements. In a calendar used by astronomers in ancient Egypt, thirty-six bright stars traveling the same path as Orion were identified. Known as decan stars, they appear in the morning sky for ten days. After disappearing into the light of the sun, they finally reappear to set in the west. After seventy days they are born into the night sky.

Closely connected with alphabet symbols and the measurements of Heaven, Orion traveled under many names, including Algebra; Saturn (ruler of the rings of time); the Bull of Heaven; Frigga (spinning stars with her spindle); Lao Tsu (returning order to a corrupt world); Tammuz (dying after fertilizing his Lady of the Dates); and Osiris (both bull and rising barley of Egypt).1

Orion was also known as El, supreme god of the early Semites. The son of this Ancient of Days was Baal (lord). Early protean gods became more concrete, more static, as our world aged. The Bull of Heaven as Baal and the supreme El may originally have represented the same being. Ancient gods once changed aspects with the seasons. Harvested in their time, they returned young, re-emerging with the Virgin Springtime of each new world.

In our alphabet, for example, the name El appears as L, our twelfth letter, a number associated with (twelve-inch) rulers, wise kings, and measurements. As the twelfth letter, L dies upside down on Twelfth Night. We will first meet him in the form of an alphabet letter as the potent third letter, the Greek gamma (Γ), and then again as the aging ruler of the seventh letter. In Phoenician, the ancestor alphabet preceding Hebrew and Greek, the third letter is [image: ] (Old Hebrew’s gimel); the twelfth is an upside-down teacher ([image: ], Old Hebrew’s lamed). The belt stars of Orion’s constellation, the “El-wand,” contain L’s shape.

One hundred and eighty degrees away from Orion is the constellation of Scorpio. Between them runs a river, a road of stars, a Milky Way marking the path of a wandering cow goddess consorting with Orion, the Bull of Heaven.* During Plato’s Golden Age (c. 10,500 BCE), this starry road touched Earth on the winter and summer solstices, two of the quarter days* marking the corners of the year. Touching Earth, it was the Road of Souls, allowing giants, ancestors, and angels to wander and make merry among the children of man.

[image: ]

Fig. 5. The constellation of Orion

Mysid, CC BY-SA 3.0

Eventually (c. 6000 BCE), the precession brought the rising of these stars to the spring equinox. The starry Road of Souls still touched Earth on a quarter day, but world ages and star-measuring towers continued to topple. With the backward shifting of the zodiac, the star path running between Scorpio and Orion eventually lost contact with Earth on the important corners of the year.2

THE WOMB OF THE BLACK GODDESS

The stars of the Scorpion are associated with myths about the death of Orion, with the giant dying in the west when the Scorpion rises. Tradition places the fierce form of the Goddess, the Hag or Black Goddess aspect of the goddess, in the constellation of Scorpio. The Black Goddess has important implications for stories of birth and rebirth. The actual womb of Earth, our galactic center where our cosmos physically originated, lies among the stars of Scorpio-Sagittarius. Here the stars of our galaxy began to sing as the sounds of energy first became light and then coalesced into the material world of matter (from mater, “mother”). This navel, this Root Star, this womb, opens directly across the sky from the Bull of Heaven. He disappears from Heaven when she rises. Numerous ancient peoples describe the Black Goddess taking her dying consort’s seed into her womb to store until another Creation.

In the long-gone Golden Age around 10,500 BCE this Black Queen of Heaven rose on the summer solstice (June 25), just as her dying sun began his journey toward the dark. Summer marks the prime of Earth’s sun. After midsummer, his days grow shorter, and he must die to be reborn. Orion once returned with the sun, six months later, on the darkest night in the dead of winter. Due to the implacable precession, Scorpio’s Hag now rises around Halloween, and her lover Orion on May Day.

[image: ]

Fig. 6. The Scorpion Goddess opening her womb, Ur, c. 2400 BCE

From Buffie Johnson, Lady of the Beasts, 333

[image: ]

Fig. 7. Sheela Na Gig, Herefordshire, England, ninth century

Photo by John Harding, CC BY-SA 3.0
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Fig. 8. Stone drawing, Algeria, Paleolithic period

From Erich Neumann, The Great Mother, 114

The Bull of Orion disappears from the sky when Scorpio’s receptive womb appears. After traveling the night of the Underworld, he reappears in the morning sky. Each time he returns, he brings fertility to his land. The Hag also renews, growing young with each spin of time’s wheel. Thousands of years after the Scorpion Goddess (fig. 6) was painted, her image still appears over the doors of medieval churches. Like her ancestor, she stretches her labia wide to offer protection, a place to rest until resurrection.

The stars of the protean Bull of Heaven, here known as Orion, have also represented a hunter. It is not beyond imagination that the image in figure 8, showing a hunter, his penis connected to the womb of his Lady of Animals, depicts Orion, the path of the Milky Way, and the Goddess of the Womb (the galactic center in Scorpio), 180 degrees and six months away from the stars of Orion. From black Earth’s fertile womb, multitudes of plants and animals emerge when she is pleasured by her giant.

BULL OF HEAVEN

Bulls and wandering cows, domesticated around 6000 BCE, are associated with the gifts of both writing and calendars in several cultures. Needing to track cattle may have led to symbols as brands predating the tokens of early storehouses; tracking the Bull of Heaven led to the measurements of calendars. The bovine’s head shape of the inverted letter A is equally the shape of a woman’s womb, intensifying the association of the material world that will emerge from A.

In many ancient cultures, the Bull of Heaven, sometimes known as the Sky Bull, was paired with the goddess of Earth as the progenitors of life. There is an image of a giant bull covering a pregnant goddess from Paleolithic Spain, around 12,000 BCE.3 This bull covering a fecund Earth is a giant aurochs, predecessor of domestic cattle. Starwatchers of Mesopotamia, from around 3000 BCE, a long way in time and space from Spain, tell a similar story. They held that the Sky Bull, the Bull of Heaven, fertilized Earth with his semen falling as rain. Early gods not yet solidified, he was also female, and her breasts poured forth their nourishment. Tracking this bull and the changing constellations across the sky was the basis for a calendar that would mark the times of year.4



* This is the first verse quoted in The Bahir, a twelfth-century Kabbalah text that discusses, among other things, the secrets of the Hebrew alphabet. The word bahir means light or illumination.

* Orion has also been associated with the giant Nephilim who once married the daughters of man.

* Winter and summer solstices, and spring and fall equinoxes, are the quarter days marking the corners of the year.


[image: ]

The ancient civilizations of the Black Sea area have long been associated with mother goddesses, giant bulls, black vultures taking the dead into their bodies, and early script-like symbols. Farming, metallurgy, and the art of the Vine originated near the Black Sea of Asia Minor. The temples of Gobekli Tepe, built by Neolithic hunter-gatherers in what is now Anatolia, Turkey, contain massive stone pillars covered with animals and people. They were carved around 10,000 BCE, the same period as Plato’s lost Golden Age. One of the carvings depicts a vulture by a headless man, a motif appearing again as our story unfolds. At some point in prehistory, the builders buried their temples and left them. Researchers believe that the need to feed and house these wandering hunters as they returned over many years to build the shrines perhaps led to the formation of local farming—among the earliest examples of farming in the world.

Çatalhüyük is another ancient Black Sea site. The cosmopolitan civilization here made use of extensive trade routes, city planning, weaving, metallurgy, farming, and animal husbandry. No signs of violence have been found, but the inhabitants disappeared from their land around 6000 BCE, for unknown reasons, to unknown destinations.*

[image: ]

Fig. 9. Çatalhüyük, Anatolia, c. 6000 BCE

From Marija Gimbutas, Language of the Goddess, 188

Their shrines contained bull heads combined with the beaks of vultures as well as multiple paintings of vultures consuming the dead of the inhabitants. Vultures cleaned the bones of the dead relatives, which were then buried within the homes as company for the living. Figure 9 shows a vulture by a headless body. I have uncovered no information on where the heads were placed. Perhaps they were placed in niches of stone like those of later Celtic heads. If exposed, they would have furnished calcium to pregnant squirrels and mice. Centuries later, both Celts and northern gods claimed they learned the divining art of letters in these lands of the goddess Asia. Feathered bird-maidens also carried off the dead of these later peoples.

The people of Çatalhüyük also “painted representations of the goddess of fertility, showing her as a young girl, as a mother giving birth, and then as an older woman,” historian Sanford Holst writes.1 In our unraveling of alphabet Mysteries, this repeating cycle of the seasons of life represented by young, maturing, and aging deities, is widely shared.

Unfortunately, although script-like symbols from Gobekli Tepe and Çatalhüyük exist, there is no ordered pattern available for them. Therefore, I am unable to include them in my study and cannot use them to compare to other ordered alphabets. As noted earlier, in researching the evolving “Spell” of the alphabet, order is of utmost importance.

The early scripts of China, Mesopotamia, and Egypt appeared around 3200 BCE, about 3,000 years after the symbols of the Black Sea communities. These were true writing systems, composed of images of hundreds, if not thousands, of characters. But, like the Black Sea scripts, the cuneiform script of Mesopotamia, the Chinese script, and most hieroglyphs of Egypt were not ordered, so we cannot make use of them for comparison. The myths and divinations of these skywatchers, however, are relevant in uncovering the stories unfolding among later alphabet traditions.

EARLY PHOENICIANS AND THE DEBT TO EGYPT

The Phoenicians, eventual source of all Western alphabets, including that of the ancient Hebrews, settled the area south of Anatolia, along the west coast of Canaan, in what is now known as the Levant: Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Palestine, and Jordan. By convention, although their seafaring culture quickly became distinct from that of other Canaanites, they were called Canaanites before 1200 BCE and eventually re-named Phoenicians by the Greeks. Their cities, inhabited since Neolithic times, included Byblos, Tyre, Sidon, and Ugarit. These became seaports confined to narrow strips of land by the Mediterranean Sea. Preferring the wealth of trade to the spoils of war, these maritime traders eventually sailed as far as Scandinavia and Britain, around Africa, and possibly to the Americas.

The Phoenicians, as they became known, were master craftsmen: builders, metal workers, winemakers of a much prized Byblos wine, weavers, and dyers with the secret of a deep purple in demand by royalty. Along with the cedar lumber of Lebanon, they traded their own handiwork for the wealth of the known world. Beginning an early trade with Egypt, large groups of these western Semites eventually settled in Egypt. Some arrived as slaves; others came as craftsmen, settlers, traders, and warriors. Some known as the Hyksos (c. 1630–1523 BCE), the “rulers of foreign lands,” even reigned briefly as pharaohs before their forced exodus (1523 BCE).

As early as 3000 BCE, Egypt’s Sinai region contained turquoise and copper mines worked, over time, by different bands of Semitic Canaanites. Around 1800 BCE an early alphabet developed in this area. The script, originally called Proto-Sinaitic, simplified a selection of Egyptian hieroglyphs and adapted them to represent sounds in a western Semitic language. Now, no longer needing years of training to learn the vast array of hieroglyphs, even common men could learn to write using a few simple symbols to represent single sounds. Despite the usefulness of this simple script it was not openly employed for nearly another thousand years. Then around 1050 BCE, its descendant known as the Phoenician alphabet came into open use. Its name is derived from the Canaanite traders transmitting it around the ancient world. Phoenician, evolved from the earlier Proto-Sinaitic example, had twenty-two letters, set in a specific sequence, and each letter represented a certain sound. Generally acknowledged as the world’s first true alphabet, this alphabet, which could be used to write numerous unrelated languages, quickly spread across much of the ancient world.

[image: ]

Fig. 10. Proto-Sinaitic script

As shown on the Codex 99 website

I believe that while the alphabet was simmering for several hundred years, evolving from its Proto-Sinaitic origins of 1800 BCE into what became known as the Phoenician alphabet, its symbols were finalized. This alphabet served not only as a way of writing the sounds of a language but also as a mnemonic for the secrets of measurements and a return, a resurrection, after death—that is, the foundational elements of the Mystery traditions.

Greeks, after acquiring the alphabet with its Mysteries, renamed the Canaanites: the Phoenicians. Like Canaan’s ancestor Cain whose mark prevented his death, the Phoenix returns from the fires of his ashes. As the palm tree on which the bird resurrects, the Phoenix dactylifera produces the dates of each new year on her branches.

The Hebrew Alphabet

Early Hebrews were closely related both genetically and culturally to the other peoples of Canaan. Phoenicians supplied the architects and their cedars of Lebanon to build King David’s home and then the temple of Solomon. The Bible tells us, “Now Hiram king of Tyre [a Phoenician city] sent envoys to David, along with cedar logs and carpenters and stonemasons, and they built a palace for David” (Samuel 2: 5–11). Phoenician queens once married the kings of Israel, their temples to Baal and his consort existing until late in Israel’s history.

In addition to supplying expertise, raw materials, and queens, the Phoenicians also supplied the early Hebrews with an alphabet. Indeed, the early Hebrew alphabet was essentially identical to the Phoenician one. Phoenician deities included a Bull and his consort Baalat, known as Hathor or Isis in Egypt. Although the related Hebrews eventually demonized these Baal-El worshipers and their golden calves, originally their cultures were close. The Hebrews of Israel were not fully monotheistic until late in the period of the Second Temple of Jerusalem (539 BCE–70 CE).

Hebrew stories about their alphabet are remembered in mythic stories. Abraham, patriarch of Jews and Muslims and traveler in Egypt, was said to know the Mysteries of the alphabet, including its power to create new life. Abraham studied with Enoch, ancestor of Noah, who saved the arcana in his ark.* There is another story that Moses (c. 1200 BCE), after leaving Egypt and ultimately wandering for forty years in the wilderness of Sinai, received the script inscribed on the Torah, the Five Tablets of the Law.

The Hebrew alphabet, alone of all later alphabets, retained the Phoenician objects used to name letters (e.g., an ox for aleph, the first letter, a house/beth for the second). The Hebrew tradition also retained a memory of the magical luminous qualities of the early symbols; the Hebrew alphabet never lost the Mystery inherent in each of its letters.

The Greek Alphabet

Important to the story of our own alphabet, which begins with the ox head as letter A, the ancient turquoise mine at Serabit el-Khadim in the Sinai is one site where the early Proto-Sinaitic script appeared. It had a temple of the cow goddess Hathor. Appearing under many names, the only Sinaitic word that has been translated is her Semitic name, Balaat (lady) written on a carved sphinx. On the opposite side, hieroglyphs write “beloved of Hathor.”2

Reminding the reader of the frequent association of cows and sky bulls with the
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