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THE HIDDEN MOON 


“The Hidden Moon is a wonderful fantasy escape for middle grades. As Jack, Collin and Danny come to know the people of Anron and are called to help them regain their freedom. The book is filled with shape-shifters, flying dragons and fun. I bought a copy for my grandson for Christmas and am hoping for more from this author.” 

“My granddaughter, age 9, loved this book, so it's not a book you should limit to just middle-grade kids. J. S. Keim has a great imagination that appeals to kids and she adds to that wonderful powers of description. This is a must read for both boys and girls and will definitely appeal to both. A great gift idea for hooking kids on reading and for inspiring their imaginations. They will love it!!!” 

“A fun story filled with adventure and suspense. I liked that the author took time to really plan out the story and the characters, and you don't know what might happen next.” 

“Fun read, enjoyable for both adult and child; its high adventure for young space jockies. Want to encourage your kids to read more? This is a good book for that purpose.” 


RETURN TO THE HIDDEN MOON


“There are heroes and villains . . . and bad-guy problems. But the kids get to sort it all out. Some of the "bad-guys" turn around, become "good-guys." That's a positive message for youngsters who read these books, and exactly what should be expected of an adventure story for young boys and girls.” 

“The magic that carries the two brothers and their friend off to another planet is every young person's dream. And all the creatures they encounter, who are mostly good, are described in such vivid detail. I could see them in my own imaginations. Of course, there are the bad guys, but this is what keeps the book exciting.” 


Kermit Greene’s World 


“As I was reading this delightful book, I kept thinking how much I wished I'd had this when I was teaching. My gifted students loved doing a bird-eye and bug-eye sketch of the same item and this would have been great to read to go along with that. Also, as a former teacher, I loved how math was interwoven in the story during a pivotal point in the plot.
Great book for all kids and a fabulous addition to any teacher's classroom set of books.” 
“What a great book for children to transition into becoming readers. This is exciting, fun to read and delights the imagination!” 
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Jack Coughlin tossed the basketball at the hoop in his driveway and turned away. The stone he always carried in the pocket of his jeans was buzzing like a cell phone. Leaving his ten-year-old brother Collin behind, Jack trotted into the house and into his bedroom. The stone wasn’t just any stone; it had been given to him when he and Collin and their friend Danny had magically visited Anron, The Hidden Moon in outer space.

Jack set the stone on his bureau and watched as it glowed bright green, then dim, then bright again, in a regular pattern. He grabbed a pencil and paper and wrote down the sequence. Once before a message had been sent to them by Morse Code. Jack was pretty sure it was happening again. 

Carefully, he noted the following code: dah-dah-dit, dit-dah-dit, dit-dit-dah, dah-dit. He pulled out a sheet of paper from the top drawer of his bureau and went through the Morse Code alphabet. Dah-dah-dit meant G, dit-dah-dit was R, dit-dit-dah equaled U. Jack’s mouth turned dry. He swallowed hard at the last letter. Dah-dit was N. 

Stunned, Jack sank onto his bed. GRUN!

His heart pumped so hard he could scarcely breathe. Grun was an evil, greedy creature who Jack was certain had died. Had he somehow come back to life? Was this why his Anronite friends, Karna and Nidar, were signaling him for help?

“Hey! What are you doing? We had a good game going.” Collin walked into the room scowling. He paused. “What’s the matter? Are you sick?”

Wordlessly, Jack pointed to the glowing stone.

Collin’s eyes widened. “What does it say this time?”

“Grun,” choked out Jack.

Collin collapsed onto the bed next to Jack. “Grun? How? What does it mean?” 

Jack shook his head. “I’m not sure. We have to go back and find out.”

Collin gave him a worried look. “I don’t know, Jack. Grun’s supposed to be dead, and Gene is starting to lose some of his magic. It might not be safe. We might not even make it.”

It wasn’t that long ago that Collin didn’t believe in things like magic. Without his cooperation, nothing would happen at all. 

Jack placed a hand on Collin’s shoulder. “Collin, remember what Gene told us. You have to believe things like this can happen or it won’t.”

“Yes, but ...”

“We have to try.” How could they turn down a plea for help from the creatures on Anron they’d come to love? Minron and Ronmin, twin kings, had even offered to make Jack a prince. And Karna? She was about as cool as a girl gets, even if she ate weird stuff and could change shape in a flash of green. No matter how dangerous it might be, they had to go.

“All right.” Looking grim, Collin got up from the bed. “I’d better call Danny. He’d be upset if we left him behind.”

Collin left the room, and Jack went to his closet. From the back corner of the top shelf, he drew out a small wooden box. A two-inch cube, it had stars and crescent moons carved into its sides. On the top, a ghost-like figure floated among distant stars. He opened the box. On the underside of the cover were the carved words Magic lies within. Believe.

Jack set the box on his bureau and grabbed his blue canvas backpack. If he was going to make another trip to Anron, he wanted to be prepared. The first thing he grabbed was the flashlight he kept next to his bed. Though he tried not to show it, at twelve, he was still sometimes afraid of the dark. Next, he went into the kitchen and gathered as many snacks as he could. Food on Anron was ... well, different.  So, to be safe, he packed his own. He picked up a couple of extra batteries for the flashlight and the pocket knife his father had left behind when his parents split.

Collin appeared, his cheeks flushed with excitement. “Danny’s on his way over.”

Jack checked the kitchen clock. His mother wouldn’t be home from work for another couple of hours. Gene, the genie-like figure inside the wooden box, had once explained that time on earth meant little when one traveled to different worlds. But Jack wanted to be sure they could get to Anron and back without her knowing. She’d make them
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