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Prologue
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Imagine a world without computers, video calls, or the internet at your fingertips. It’s hard to believe, right? But once upon a time, computers were giant machines that only scientists and big companies could use. Then, a boy named Bill Gates came along with a big dream—to make computers easy for everyone.

Bill wasn’t a superhero, but he had something just as powerful: curiosity, determination, and a love for solving problems. As a kid, he was always reading, asking questions, and trying to figure out how things worked. While other kids played outside, Bill was busy learning about computers, a technology that was just beginning to change the world.

With his best friend Paul Allen, Bill co-founded Microsoft, a company that would transform the way people used computers. His work made it possible for families, schools, and businesses to have computers in their homes and offices. But Bill Gates didn’t stop there. After becoming one of the richest people in the world, he decided to use his money to help others—fighting diseases, improving education, and finding ways to make the world a better place.

This book will take you through the exciting journey of Bill Gates—from a curious kid to a tech pioneer and a global philanthropist. Get ready to learn about the inventions, challenges, and life lessons of a man who changed the world with his ideas!
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Chapter 1: Meet Bill Gates the Tech Whiz
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Bill Gates is one of the most famous people in the world when it comes to computers, technology, and business. But before he became a billionaire and co-founded Microsoft, he was just a curious kid who loved solving problems and thinking outside the box. From a young age, Bill was fascinated by how things worked. He wasn’t just interested in playing games—he wanted to understand the logic behind them. This curiosity led him to become one of the greatest innovators of all time.

Born on October 28, 1955, in Seattle, Washington, Bill Gates grew up in a home that encouraged learning and exploration. His parents, William H. Gates Sr. and Mary Maxwell Gates, believed in education and hard work. His father was a successful lawyer, while his mother was involved in business and charity work. They expected their son to do well in school, but Bill wasn’t just a typical student—he was exceptionally bright. He had a passion for reading, often burying himself in books for hours. He loved stories about great inventors, scientists, and leaders who changed the world.

Even though he was intelligent, Bill didn’t always enjoy following rules. He got bored in school because the lessons weren’t challenging enough for him. However, he excelled in subjects like math and science, where he could think creatively. When he was 13, his parents enrolled him in Lakeside School, a private school known for its strong academic programs. It was at Lakeside that Bill’s journey into the world of computers truly began.

One day, the school bought a computer, which was a rare thing back in the 1960s. Most schools didn’t have computers, and many adults had never even seen one. But Bill was immediately drawn to it. He was fascinated by how it worked and wanted to spend as much time as possible using it. Computers back then weren’t like the ones we have today. They were big, slow, and used punch cards to input information. But none of that mattered to Bill—he just wanted to learn everything he could.

Bill and his friends, including a boy named Paul Allen, became obsessed with computers. They spent hours experimenting, writing programs, and figuring out how to make the machines do new things. At one point, they even hacked into the school’s computer system, not to cause trouble, but because they wanted more time to practice coding. Instead of getting punished, the school saw their talent and allowed them to keep working with computers as long as they used their skills for good.

Bill and Paul quickly became known as computer whizzes. They worked on different programming projects, sometimes even getting small jobs helping companies fix computer bugs or write software. Bill had an incredible memory and could remember long lines of code without writing them down. He also had a strong competitive side—he always wanted to be the best at whatever he did. But he wasn’t just focused on learning computers; he also had big dreams about what they could become in the future.

Back in the 1970s, most people thought computers were only for businesses, scientists, or the military. But Bill had a different vision. He believed that one day, computers could be small enough to fit in people’s homes and be used for everyday tasks. This idea seemed crazy at the time because computers were huge, expensive, and complicated. But Bill and Paul saw a future where every home, school, and workplace had a personal computer. They didn’t just want to use computers—they wanted to shape the future of technology.

Bill’s passion for computers continued into college. He attended Harvard University, one of the most prestigious schools in the world. However, he wasn’t interested in becoming a lawyer like his father wanted. Instead, he spent most of his time in the computer lab, working on programming projects. While at Harvard, he got a life-changing phone call from Paul Allen, who had been keeping an eye on the latest developments in the tech world. Paul told Bill about a new kind of computer called the Altair 8800, one of the first personal computers ever made.

Bill and Paul knew this was their chance to turn their dreams into reality. They contacted the makers of the Altair and told them they had created software for it—even though they hadn’t actually written it yet! The company was interested, so Bill and Paul worked day and night to create a program that worked with the Altair. When they finally demonstrated it, the software ran perfectly, and the company agreed to work with them. This success convinced Bill that he needed to leave Harvard and start his own company with Paul.

In 1975, they founded Microsoft, a name that combined “microcomputer” and “software.” Their goal was to create software that would make computers easier to use. Back then, computers were difficult to operate, requiring users to type complex commands. Bill wanted to change that by developing user-friendly programs. Over the next few years, Microsoft grew, and Bill became known as a tech genius who understood both software and business.

Bill wasn’t just a great programmer—he was also a smart businessman. He believed that software should be sold, not given away for free, which was a new idea at the time. Many computer enthusiasts shared software without charging for it, but Bill saw that software could be just as valuable as the computers themselves. His business strategy helped Microsoft become a major player in the tech industry.

In the 1980s, Microsoft took a huge leap forward when it partnered with IBM, one of the biggest computer companies in the world. IBM was making a new personal computer and needed software to run it. Microsoft provided an operating system called MS-DOS, which became incredibly popular. But Bill knew that computers needed to be even easier for people to use. That’s why Microsoft developed Windows, an operating system that used icons, buttons, and a mouse instead of complicated text commands. Windows became a game-changer, making personal computers accessible to millions of people.

Bill Gates was no longer just a kid who loved computers—he was now one of the most powerful figures in technology. He had taken an interest in programming and turned it into a company that would revolutionize the world. His vision for a future filled with personal computers had come true, and Microsoft had become one of the biggest technology companies in history.

Even though Bill became incredibly wealthy, he didn’t just focus on making money. He was also interested in helping others and improving the world. Later in life, he shifted his focus to philanthropy, donating billions of dollars to fight diseases, improve education, and help people in need. But it all started with a curious boy who loved to learn, a passion for computers, and a dream that changed the way we live today.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up with Big Dreams
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Bill Gates wasn’t born a billionaire or a tech genius—he was once just a regular kid with big dreams. From an early age, he showed signs of curiosity, determination, and a deep love for learning. His childhood was filled with books, challenges, and the early signs of a mind that wouldn’t settle for ordinary things. He grew up in a world where computers were rare, and most people had no idea that they would one day change everything. But Bill saw something different. He believed in a future where computers could be small enough for everyone to use, and he worked hard to make that dream come true.

Bill Gates was born on October 28, 1955, in Seattle, Washington, into a supportive and ambitious family. His parents, William H. Gates Sr. and Mary Maxwell Gates, encouraged their children to be curious, work hard, and never give up. Bill had two sisters, Kristi and Libby, and together they had a lively and competitive household. His parents believed in education and wanted Bill to become successful, just like his father, who was a well-respected lawyer. His mother, Mary, was active in business and charities, serving on boards of companies and organizations. She was a strong woman who believed in giving back to the community, a value that would later shape Bill’s future.

As a young boy, Bill was not like other kids. While many children enjoyed playing sports or spending time outdoors, he was happiest when he was buried in a book. He devoured books on all kinds of topics—science, history, math, and even biographies of famous leaders. He had an incredible memory and could remember details from everything he read. His love for reading wasn’t just for fun; it helped him build knowledge about the world and gave him ideas for the future. Bill’s parents noticed his intelligence early on and made sure he was always challenged with new learning opportunities.

Despite his brilliance, Bill wasn’t always the easiest student in school. He often got bored in class because the lessons didn’t challenge him enough. He wanted to move faster, solve harder problems, and think in creative ways. This sometimes made him seem like a troublemaker because he wasn’t always interested in following the rules. But instead of punishing him for his curiosity, his parents looked for ways to help him find activities that would keep his mind engaged.

When he was 13 years old, Bill’s parents enrolled him in Lakeside School, a prestigious private school known for its strong academic programs. This turned out to be one of the most important moments in his life because it was at Lakeside that he discovered his true passion—computers. In the late 1960s, computers were not common. They were giant machines that filled entire rooms and were mostly used by scientists, businesses, and universities. But Lakeside School had something special—a computer terminal that students could use. The moment Bill saw it, he was
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