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G’day or hello. My name is Jack.

Other books in this series include:

About the Author

Sign up for Jamie Pedrazzoli's Mailing List

The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.

G'day mate or Hello Friend. My name is Leo. I live in Sydney Australia.

Australia is situated in the southern hemisphere, between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. It holds the title of being the largest island globally and the smallest continent.

It is nicknamed the “Land Down Under” because it is below the equator.
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What is there to do in Sydney?

We have the Taronga Zoo, the Sydney Aquarium, the Sydney Harbour, the Sydney Opera House, the Sydney Tower, the Blue Mountains bushwalk scenic tour, the Glow Worms adventure by night, Cruises, Surf lessons, beaches, snorkeling, restaurants, and Whale watching.

Here is a photo of me at the Blue Mountains Scenic Tour.
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My family consists of ranchers. We call them graziers or pastoralists here. In our slang we call them “Jackaroos and Jillaroos.”

We raise cattle, sheep, and horses for meat, wool, and recreational activities.

I have a lot of chores to do each day to help my family run the ranch.

[image: image]

What kind of chores do I do?

I help care for our livestock by providing them with food and addressing any injuries they may have. I also help maintain the fences and secure grazing areas.
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Australia is a major exporter of agricultural goods. The agricultural area produces a diverse range of supplies, including grains, livestock, fruits, vegetables, dairy products, and seafood.

Agriculture plays a vital role in supporting rural and regional communities in Australia. It provides employment opportunities and economic stability of these areas.

Other jobs in Australia include Medical, Information Technology, Engineering, Education, Sales, Tourism, Retail, and Mining.

What is transportation like here?

We have several airports across the country. Many people travel by plane.

Major cities have buses, trains, trams, and ferries.

Many people drive cars because Australia has an extensive road network that allows for convenient driving between cities and regions.
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The population of Sydney, Australia is estimated to be around 5.3 million people (2019 survey). Even though Sydney is the largest city in Australia, the capital of my country is Canberra.

The population of Australia is 25.69 million (2021 survey).

The official currency of Australia is called the Australian Dollar (AUD). As of 2023, the conversion rate is roughly 1.47 AUD for every 1 USD.
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What is the geography like here?

Australia is made up of six states: Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania. It also includes two major mainland territories: Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory (ACT).

The eastern coastline is marked by high mountain ranges, including the Great Dividing Range, which runs parallel to the coast. 
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The western part of my country consists mostly of low-lying plateaus, deserts, and the famous Nullarbor Plain. 
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Here is a photo of me and my sister Ava at the Nullarbor Plains.

The central region is full of deserts known as the Outback. Some of these include the Simpson Desert, Great Victoria Desert, and the Tanami Desert.

Stretching over 1,400 miles (2,300 kilometers), the Great Barrier Reef is a spacious coral reef system situated off the northeast coast of Australia. It holds the distinction of being the largest reef system in the world.

Australia's major rivers include the Murray-Darling River system, which is the longest river system in the country, the Brisbane River, and the Yarra River.

Australia experiences various climatic conditions due to its size. The northern region is tropical, with hot and humid conditions and a wet monsoon season. The southern parts have a temperate climate, while central Australia is mostly desert, with hot, dry summers and mild winters.

Australia is known for its iconic landmarks such as Uluru (Ayers Rock) in the Northern Territory, the Twelve Apostles along the Great Ocean Road in Victoria, the Blue Mountains in New South Wales, and the pristine national parks like Kakadu, Daintree, and the Kimberley region.
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This is Uluru or Ayers Rock behind me.

Did you know that when it is winter in the United States it is summer in Australia?

This is because countries south of the equator have opposite seasons.

We Australians call ourselves “Aussies.” Most Australians have ancestors from England and Ireland. 

We call our home, “Oz.”

**
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What is school like in Australia?

The school year typically runs from late January to mid-December, with breaks for holidays and an extended break during the summer months of December to January.

Education is divided into three main stages: primary school, secondary school, and tertiary education. 

We study English, mathematics, science, history, geography, art, music, and physical education.
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Here is a photo of me in front of the University of Sydney.

Here are a few Australian phrases. Even though we speak English, we have some slang words you may not know.

Arvo: Afternoon (pronounced "ar-vo")

Barbie: Barbecue (pronounced "bar-bee")

Brekkie: Breakfast (pronounced "brek-ee")

Chrissy: Christmas (pronounced "kris-ee")

Dunny: Toilet (pronounced "duhn-ee")

Servo: Service station or petrol station (pronounced "sir-voh")

Sanga: Sandwich (pronounced "sang-ah")

Ute: Utility vehicle, like a pickup truck (pronounced "yoot")

Sheila: A woman (pronounced “she-lah”)

Bloke: A man (pronounced “Blohke”)

Esky: A portable insulated cooler (pronounced “Ess-kee”)

Ripper: Fantastic or great (pronounced “Rih-pah”)

**
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Why am I always wearing a hat?

In Australia, it is a widespread habit to wear hats as a means of protecting oneself from the harmful rays of the sun.

Common hats here include Bush hats, sun hats, and slouch hats.

Do you have a favorite hat?
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This is one of Sydney’s gorgeous beaches behind me. Would you like to visit here?
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I must go back to helping my family run the ranch. Thanks for listening to me speak about my country. Cheers or Goodbye.
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G’day or hello. My name is Jack. 
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I live in Perth. Perth is the capital of Western Australia, and it sits where the Swan River meets the southwest coast.
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What is there to do in Perth?

There is a desert stargazing tour, Kings Park and Botanical Gardens, the Perth Mint, the Bell tower, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Science museums, Lottery West Federation Walkway, Queens Gardens, Heirisson Island, RAC Arena, and Hay Street Mall.

People like to visit Swan Valley for food and wine. It is about 36 minutes from Perth.
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Here I am at the Lottery West Federation Walkway.

Wave rock is about 184 miles (296.119 KM) southeast of Perth. 

Wave Rock is a natural rock formation located in Hyden, Western Australia. It is characterized by its distinctive shape, which resembles a massive ocean wave about to crash. The rock is made of granite and stands approximately 15 meters high (49.29’) and 110 meters (360’) long.
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There are eight capital cities in Australia, each function as the seat of government for the state or territory in which it is located.

The 8 capital cities of Australia are:

1. Canberra - the national capital.

2. Sydney - the capital of New South Wales.

3. Melbourne - the capital of Victoria.

4. Brisbane - the capital of Queensland.

5. Perth - the capital of Western Australia.

6. Adelaide - the capital of South Australia.

7. Hobart - the capital of Tasmania

8. Darwin - the capital of Northern Territory.

What is the Government like in Australia?

Australia is a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarchy.

The government is structured in three branches: the executive, legislative, and judicial. 
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Here I am in front of the Parliament Building in Canberra.

The Prime Minister serves as the leader of the party or coalition that holds the majority in the House of Representatives, thereby leading the executive branch.

The legislative branch consists of the two houses of parliament, with the House of Representatives being predominantly based on population and the Senate having equal representation for each state and territory. 

The judicial branch is independent and interprets and applies the laws.

**
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What does the Australian flag mean?

It contains a dark blue field with the Union Jack, representing Australia's historical ties to Great Britain. 

Below the Union Jack is a large white seven-pointed star, known as the Commonwealth Star, which symbolizes the federation of Australia's six original states and territories, as well as the unity of the nation. 
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On the right-hand side of the flag are the Southern Cross, a group of five white stars that symbolize the geographic location of Australia in the southern hemisphere.

The national flower is the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha).

There is my sister Chloe with the national flower beside her.
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The national animal is the kangaroo.

**
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What holidays are celebrated in Australia?

We celebrate New Year’s Day, Australia Day (this celebrates the country’s national day), Good Friday, Easter, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, and Anzac Day (honoring the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps).

Boxing Day in Australia is a public holiday celebrated on December 26th, the day after Christmas. It is observed
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