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About this book

I would like to share with you a little about my book. In it, I present a family that, at first glance, seems perfect. Yet the truth is not always found on the surface.

A striking event, kept secret for years, comes to light in an unexpected way, changing everything for those who thought they knew their own story.

Although this plot is a creation of my imagination, I believe that secrets like these do exist in real life, hidden by time and revealed only when there is no longer a way to keep them concealed.

I hope this story draws you in and inspires you to reflect on the complexities of human relationships and the mysteries that may also be present in our own lives.
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Preface

Dreaming to Be Creative

From a very young age, I always dreamed of writing. Creating stories, bringing characters to life, and weaving engaging plots have always been part of who I am. When I finally decided to write this book, everything flowed naturally. I found no obstacles, only the immense joy of watching each scene unfold, as if the story had long been waiting to be told.

Here, I present a family that, at first glance, seems perfect. Yet the truth is not always on the surface. A remarkable event, hidden over the years, eventually comes to light in an unexpected way, changing everything for those who believed they knew their own story. Although this plot was born from my imagination, I believe that secrets like these have indeed existed in reality, concealed by time and revealed only when they can no longer remain hidden.

Writing this book has been a unique experience, and I hope the reading will be as captivating for you as the creation was for me. May each page transport you into this universe of mysteries, discoveries, and emotions.

Welcome to this story!

Anna Maria I. Zanni.

Introduction

Some secrets are buried with time, but the truth always finds a way to surface.

For many years, an apparently perfect family lived unaware that, behind the harmony, there was a hidden past.

A daughter, raised in luxury and comfort, had no idea of the greatest turning point in her own story until small clues began to appear, challenging everything she believed to be true.

And then, in the most unexpected moment, a letter revealed what had been concealed for an entire lifetime.

This book is about the impact of late truths, about the weight of choices, and about how destiny can change with a single revelation.

Because, in the end, the unexpected may happen.
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​Chapter 1: The Unexpected Can Happen


[image: ]


In a small, quiet town, there lived a woman named Maria Helena, affectionately known as Leninha. Her personality and joy were so contagious that they touched not only the townspeople but also those from the surrounding villages.

With her simple yet elegant way of dressing, the grace in her speech, and her habit of walking the streets with a constant smile, many admired her. Some envied her, and others even resented her, for she seemed so assured of herself, always with her head held high and ever ready to help anyone in need, even strangers who might knock at her door.

The truth, however, was that hardly anyone knew of the sadness that sometimes surfaced in the mind of that strong and inspiring woman. While she supported others with her magical words, her own heart often bled with the pains of memories from her past.
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​Chapter 2: A New Family
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Leninha grew up in an orphanage until the age of ten, when she was adopted by a couple of farmers who already had five children, all under the age of ten.

The decision to adopt a child of ten was somewhat unusual, and even suspicious, especially for a couple who already had five younger children. But the orphanage where Leninha had been raised was in a dire state, struggling with financial difficulties. They did not have many options, and so it seemed this adoption might be a chance for that sweet and lively child.

The farmers, Mr Altamiro and Mrs Jacinta, intended to adopt an older child, someone who could serve as the eldest daughter and help take care of the younger ones.

Leninha received food, clothes, and even a little affection, but for her age, the work was demanding. Looking after five small children was far from easy, leaving her days overly filled and leaving little time for the joys a child her age should have known.

Yet she was deeply dedicated, caring for those children as though they were her true siblings. Having never known brothers or sisters by blood, she embraced this as the chance she had longed for, to belong to a real family.

Each morning, before heading to the fields with Mr Altamiro, Mrs Jacinta served everyone a hearty breakfast
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and left food prepared for the children to eat throughout the day until their return from long hours of labour.

At night, exhausted from so much work, Leninha and the children, bathed and fed, went off to bed, obedient to Mrs Jacinta’s orders. But Leninha, even when tired, never stopped. She loved to read the worn, yellowed pages of the books she had brought from the orphanage. There she had learnt to read, and read well, as well as to write and do sums. She was quick as lightning at adding, multiplying, and dividing, and often helped Mr Altamiro with the household accounts of expenses and earnings.

With so many children, two would share each bed. Leninha always slept in the middle bed so she could read aloud the stories to her siblings, tales so often repeated they were nearly imprinted in her memory.

It was the moment she cherished most each day, feeling free as she told those enchanting stories of princesses, fairies, goblins, dragons, and charming princes, the stories she loved best.

When the story ended, she would sigh deeply and imagine meeting her own prince charming, or perhaps a fairy

godmother who might make her enchanted dreams come true.
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​Chapter 3: Cupid’s Arrow
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Years passed, and with them Leninha and her dear siblings had grown up. Each was now old enough to take care of themselves, no longer needing the constant attention of their eldest sister.

By now, Leninha had become a beautiful young woman of seventeen, graceful, proud of her appearance, and talented in everything she did.

Her father, Mr Altamiro, leased land from a local landowner, Mr Manoel, paying him with the grain he harvested. Yet the crops were not always plentiful, and the debt continued to grow.

One day, Mr Manoel and his son Jorge came to Mr Altamiro’s house to review the accounts and settle the debts. Since neither of the men could read or write well enough, it was necessary for Leninha to assist with the bookkeeping.

The moment Leninha entered the room, Jorge’s heart raced at the sight of the young woman, so beautiful and intelligent, calmly helping two grown men with their accounts. He thought to himself, I may not be good at this either, but I am young, and I can learn.

Their eyes met for an instant, but Leninha remained focused on the task at hand. Her only concern was for her father, worried he might come out disadvantaged and sacrifice the family’s well-being.
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When all was settled between the two men, Mr Manoel and his son took their leave of Mr Altamiro. As they walked away together, talking amicably, Jorge’s father asked a question that left him cold.

“Jorge
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