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​Introduction
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Welcome to this book designed to help you improve your academic English vocabulary with helpful idioms, phrases, and expressions.

My goal is to help you expand your academic English vocabulary and to be able to speak and write more fluently. Improve your confidence when studying at an English-speaking college or talking to colleagues from other countries. 

Let's face it, academic English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find 200 of the most common academic words that start with A—->F.

To get the most value from this book, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Use each word in real life as soon as possible. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English.

−  Do the practice sections. Try not to cheat and look at the answers too much!

−  Consider studying with a friend to help each other stay motivated. 


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to become more proficient with academic English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations.
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​Words 1-10
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access

noun: The ability or right to enter, use, or get something.
Example: Students have access to the library at all times.
verb: to enter, use, or get something
Example: You can access your email from any computer.
More examples: 

	Only authorized researchers were granted access to the confidential data.

	Students can access the online journal through the university’s digital library.


absolute

adjective: Complete or total; not limited in any way.
Example: The experiment was conducted under absolute control to ensure accurate results.
More examples:
	There was absolute silence in the room during the test.

	She demanded absolute honesty from everyone involved in the project.


accommodate

verb: to provide space or help for someone or something.

Example: The hotel can accommodate up to 100 guests.

More examples:

	The new policy was designed to accommodate the diverse needs of international students.

	Researchers adjusted their methodology to accommodate recent changes in the data collection process.


draft

noun: A rough or early version of a piece of writing.

Example: I wrote a draft of my essay before making the final copy.

verb: To write a rough or early version of something.

Example: Let's draft this quickly and get it to Ken by the end of the day.

More examples: 

	The first draft of the research paper allowed the student to organize her ideas before submitting the final version.

	Researchers often draft multiple versions of their articles to improve clarity and coherence.
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code

noun: A system of symbols, letters, or rules used to represent information or instructions.
Example: The security system requires a four-digit code to unlock the door.
verb: To write instructions for a computer using a programming language.
Example: She learned how to code a basic calculator program in Python.
More examples:

	The genetic code contains the instructions needed for organisms to develop and function.

	All students in the computer science course were required to code a functioning mobile app for their final project.


account

noun: A record or statement of financial expenditure or receipts.
Example: She checked her bank account to see if the payment had arrived.
verb: To explain or give a reason for something.
Example: He had to account for his absence at the meeting.
More examples:
	The company opened a new account to manage its expenses separately.

	The manager asked the employee to account for the missing inventory.


concept

noun: An idea or general understanding of something.
Example: The concept of freedom is important in many cultures.
More examples:
	The teacher explained the concept of gravity to the students.

	This new technology is based on a simple but powerful concept.


convince

verb: To make someone believe or feel sure about something.
Example: He tried to convince his parents to let him go on the trip.
More examples:
	The lawyer convinced the jury of her client’s innocence.

	She used facts and examples to convince her friends to support the cause.
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expose

verb: To reveal something hidden, uncovered, or made visible.
Example: The documentary aims to expose corruption in the government.
More examples:
	The investigation exposed several cases of fraud.

	She was exposed to different cultures during her travels abroad.


achieve

verb: To successfully complete or reach a goal through effort.
Example: She worked hard to achieve her dream of becoming a doctor.
More examples:
	The team achieved their target sales for the year.

	He finally achieved fluency in French after two years of study.
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Practice 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list below:

access, absolute, accommodate, draft, code, account, concept, convince, expose, achieve

	Hard work and determination help you __________ your goals.

	The lawyer prepared a __________ of the contract for review.

	To __________ the building, you need a special key card.

	The teacher explained the basic __________ of photosynthesis.

	The hotel can __________ up to 200 guests for the conference.

	It was hard to __________ him to join the team because he was unsure.

	Programmers write __________ to create software applications.

	The __________ limit is 7 students.

	The investigation will __________ hidden facts about the company.

	Please __________ your reasons clearly in the report.
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Answers:

	achieve

	draft

	access

	concept

	accommodate

	convince

	code

	absolute

	expose

	account
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​Words 11-20
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commission

noun: An official group of people given a particular task or responsibility.
Example: The government formed a commission to investigate the environmental impact.
verb: To formally ask someone to do a piece of work or create something.
Example: The company commissioned an artist to design their new logo.
More examples:
	The art commission approved funding for the new sculpture in the park.

	They commissioned a survey to gather customer feedback on their products.


derive

verb: To get or obtain something from a source.
Example: Many English words derive from Latin.
More examples:
	She derives great satisfaction from helping others.

	The company’s profits are derived mainly from online sales.
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acknowledge

verb: To accept or admit the truth or existence of something.
Example: He acknowledged his mistake and apologized.
More examples:
	The author acknowledged the help of her editors in the book’s introduction.

	She acknowledged receiving the invitation but said she couldn’t attend.


estimate

noun: An approximate calculation or judgment of the value, number, or size of something.
Example: The contractor gave an estimate for the cost of renovating the kitchen.
verb: To roughly calculate or judge the value, number, or size of something.
Example: They estimated the total attendance at the concert to be around 5,000 people.
More examples:
	The estimate for the project completion time was about six months.

	She estimated the distance between the two cities before starting the trip.
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analysis

noun: A detailed examination or study of something to understand it better.
Example: The scientist conducted an analysis of the water samples.
More examples:
	The report includes a thorough analysis of the company’s financial performance.

	After careful analysis, the team found the cause of the problem.


collapse

noun: A sudden failure or breakdown, often of a structure or system.
Example: The building’s collapse was caused by an earthquake.
verb: To fall down suddenly or give way.
Example: The old bridge collapsed after years of neglect.
More examples:
	The patient suffered a collapse due to dehydration.

	The company collapsed after several years of financial losses.
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acquire

verb: To get or gain something, usually by effort or purchase.
Example: She acquired a new skill by taking online courses.
More examples:
	The company acquired a smaller competitor last year.

	He acquired a taste for spicy food after trying it several times.


category

noun: A group or class of things that share similar characteristics.
Example: Books in the library are organized by category for easy finding.
More examples:
	The products are divided into different categories based on their use.

	She placed the documents into the correct category before filing them.
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expert

noun: A person who has a high level of knowledge or skill in a particular area.
Example: She is an expert in computer programming.
adjective: Having a lot of knowledge or skill in a specific field.
Example: He gave an expert opinion on the legal matter.
More examples:
	The expert explained the complex scientific concepts clearly.

	They hired an expert consultant to improve their business strategy.


adequate

adjective: Enough in quantity or quality to meet a need or requirement.
Example: The hotel room was adequate for our short stay.
More examples:
	She had adequate training to handle the emergency situation.

	The food provided was adequate, but nothing special.
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Practice

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list below:

commission, derive, acknowledge, estimate, analysis, collapse, acquire, category, expert, adequate

	The books are arranged by __________ to make them easy to find.

	After a careful __________, the scientists published their findings.

	Many English words __________ from Latin and Greek roots.

	Please __________ receipt of the package by signing this form.

	The old building might __________ if it is not repaired soon.

	The government formed a special __________ to investigate the new policy.

	She managed to __________ new skills by attending workshops.

	They hired an __________ to help solve the technical problem.

	The food supply was __________ to feed everyone at the event.

	The engineer gave an __________ of how long the repair would take.


Answers:

	category

	analysis

	derive

	acknowledge

	collapse

	commission

	acquire

	expert

	adequate

	estimate
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​Words 21-30
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clause

noun: A group of words containing a subject and a verb, forming part of a sentence.
Example: The sentence has a main clause and a subordinate clause.
More examples:
	In the contract, there is a clause that explains the payment terms.

	The teacher asked the students to identify the clauses in the paragraph.


analyze

verb: To examine something carefully in order to understand it better or find important details.
Example: Scientists analyze data to draw conclusions from experiments.
More examples:
	She analyzed the results of the survey to identify trends.

	The detective analyzed the evidence to solve the case.
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definition

noun: A statement that explains the meaning of a word or phrase.
Example: The dictionary provides a clear definition of each term.
More examples:
	His essay began with a definition of the key concept.

	The teacher asked the students to write their own definitions of the vocabulary words.


administration

noun: The activities related to managing or organizing a business, school, or government.
Example: The school administration decided to cancel classes due to the storm.
More examples:
	She works in the university’s administration office.

	The new policy was introduced during the current administration.
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debate

noun: A formal discussion on a particular topic where opposing arguments are presented.
Example: The candidates participated in a televised debate before the election.
verb: To discuss opposing views on a subject, often in a formal setting.
Example: They debated whether or not to increase the budget for education.
More examples:
	The debate over climate change policies continues worldwide.

	Students debated the pros and cons of school uniforms in class.


affect

verb: To influence or cause a change in something or someone.
Example: The weather can greatly affect your mood.
More examples:
	The new law will affect thousands of small businesses.

	Her speech deeply affected the audience.
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constitute

verb: To make up or form something; to be considered as something.
Example: Twelve months constitute a year.
More examples:
	His actions constitute a violation of the rules.

	Women constitute a large percentage of the workforce in this industry.


aggregate

noun: A total or sum made up of several parts or elements.
Example: The aggregate of their earnings was over $1 million.
adjective: Formed by combining several separate elements.
Example: The aggregate score of the two games determined the winner.
verb: To gather or combine into a whole.
Example: The website aggregates news from various sources.
More examples:
	The statistics are reported as aggregate figures rather than individual data.

	They aggregated the survey results to get an overall picture of customer satisfaction.
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evident

adjective: Clearly visible or understood; obvious.

Example: It was evident that she was happy with the results.

More examples:

	His nervousness was evident during the presentation.

	There is evident support for the new policy among the staff.


exhibit

verb: To show or display something publicly.

Example: The museum will exhibit ancient artifacts next month.
noun: A public display of objects, art, or information.
Example: The art exhibit attracted many visitors.

More examples:

	She exhibited great talent in her performance.

	The science exhibit includes many interactive displays.
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Practice 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list below:
clause, analyze, definition, administration, debate, affect, constitute, aggregate, evident, exhibit
	The teacher asked the students to write their own __________ of the new vocabulary words.

	The hospital’s __________ team responded quickly during the emergency.

	Twelve months __________ one full year.

	It was __________ from his expression that he was unhappy with the decision.

	The museum plans to __________ several rare paintings next month.

	The contract contains an important __________ about payment deadlines.

	Scientists __________ data carefully to find patterns and results.

	The new tax law will __________ many families’ monthly budgets.

	The total or __________ revenue from all the stores exceeded expectations.

	Students had a lively __________ about the benefits and drawbacks of social media.


Answers:

	definition

	administration

	constitute

	evident

	exhibit

	clause

	analyze

	affect

	aggregate

	debate
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