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I. Ioakim is the pen name of an independent author whose work explores the myths, histories, and interior lives of ancient Greece. Writing in the tradition of literary mythology fiction, I. Ioakim reimagines the gods, Titans, and mortals of the ancient world as fully interior beings — conscious, suffering, and searching for meaning within the structures that define them.

The mythology series spans primordial deities, Olympian gods, heroes, and the women whose stories the ancient tradition consistently underrepresented. Each novel is written as a standalone work, entering a single consciousness and staying there long enough to understand what it costs to be that particular being in that particular world.

I. Ioakim's books are available through Amazon KDP and major digital retailers worldwide.
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She found a naked, salt-crusted stranger on her washing day and did not scream, and that single choice revealed more about her than anything she did afterward.

This is the story of Nausicaa — princess of the Phaeacians, daughter of King Alcinous and Queen Arete, the young woman whose composure and kindness toward a shipwrecked stranger gave Odysseus his first genuine welcome since Troy fell, and whose own interior life the tradition rarely paused to consider.

It is the story of what it means to be young and capable and standing at the threshold of your own adult life when the most famous man in the world washes up on your beach.

It is the story of a kingdom at the world's edge, sailors without equal, and a princess who understood, more clearly than the tradition gave her credit for, exactly what she was choosing and exactly what she was not choosing.

It is, in the end, a story about the specific grace of helping someone toward a home that is not yours to share.
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Chapter One: The Land of the Phaeacians
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Scheria existed at the particular remove from the ordinary world that made the Phaeacians' relationship to the rest of the Greek-speaking world genuinely unusual — close enough to the routes of trade and travel that ships occasionally passed near it, far enough from the routine traffic of the Aegean world that visitors were rare and that the kingdom had developed its own particular character largely free from the constant comparative pressure that more centrally located kingdoms experienced.

Nausicaa had grown up in this particular remove, in the palace her father Alcinous governed with the specific combination of genuine capability and genuine warmth that had made the Phaeacian kingdom prosperous and largely at peace across the years of his reign. Her mother Arete held a position of unusual authority within the household and within the kingdom's broader governance — an authority that the tradition noted with the specific quality of mild surprise that suggested it was unusual even within a world generally less attentive to the specific arrangements of power within individual royal households.

She had grown up, in other words, in a household where her mother's voice carried genuine weight in matters of governance, where her father consulted his wife not as performance of marital harmony but because her judgment was genuinely valued and genuinely sound. This had shaped Nausicaa's own developing understanding of what a woman's voice could be and could do within a functioning household and a functioning kingdom — not the assumption that women's voices were naturally weightless, an assumption that many of her contemporaries in other kingdoms absorbed as simply the unquestioned shape of how things were, but the lived experience of watching her own mother's counsel genuinely shape her father's decisions.

The Phaeacians were famous, across whatever portion of the broader world had occasion to know of them, for their seamanship — ships that needed no pilots, that knew the minds of the men who sailed them and carried them safely and swiftly to whatever destination was required, a level of nautical capability that exceeded what ordinary mortal skill could explain and that the tradition attributed to some particular and unusual favor from Poseidon, however complicated that favor would eventually become given what Poseidon's broader relationship to seafaring mortals more typically involved.

She had grown up around this seamanship, around ships and sailors and the particular culture that a kingdom organized substantially around maritime capability developed — the specific stories that sailors told, the specific knowledge of weather and current and the particular dangers and opportunities the sea provided, the specific rhythm of a kingdom whose prosperity depended significantly on its relationship to the water that surrounded it.

She was not a sailor herself, in the sense that the actual technical skill of handling a ship was not something her royal position required or particularly encouraged her to develop. But she had absorbed, through proximity and through the ordinary process of growing up immersed in a particular culture, a genuine familiarity with the sea's moods and the specific quality of attention that those who depended on the sea brought to its behavior — an attentiveness to weather and wind and the particular signs that experienced sailors learned to read that she had developed without specifically intending to develop it, simply through the accumulated exposure of growing up in a place where such attentiveness was the ordinary background of daily life.

She was, at the specific point in her life when her story properly began, approaching the particular threshold that young women of her specific social position were expected to approach — the question of marriage, of the eventual transition from her father's household to whatever household her marriage would eventually establish, a question that her own developing maturity and her own developing sense of herself made increasingly present and increasingly worth her own genuine consideration rather than simply something that would eventually be arranged for her by others.
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