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This book is dedicated
to all those believers who love God’s word, with whom the following
is true:

“How blessed is the
man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in
the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day
and night. He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of
water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not
wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.”

Psalm 1:1-3
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INTRODUCTION

 God is allowing His servant to have a few
commentaries published, which is the product of over forty-three
years of study and experience. It is my hope that the present one,
“God’s Prophetic Word Through Nahum And Obadiah” – which is
expository in nature (that is, explained in detail) – will prove to
be heartwarming and practical to help God’s people live in a way
that is a personal blessing and which brings glory to God in these
last days of the present age!

There are three
things that one should be aware of at the outset. The first is that
the Biblical text that God gave will be included as part of the
text of this book, so that the reader will not have to turn to the
Bible to read that text. It will appear in italics. Then secondly,
each chapter has been broken into smaller sections, which will
begin with an italicized brief explanation supplied as a help of
what is covered in that section. And thirdly, at times comments are
supplied by the author, which will be in brackets in the text of
God’s word, as an additional help to the reader.

Then we are to
also note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book with six
sections. At Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four ages
of time, for any reading the book who might not be familiar with
this information. At Addendum B, we have the two comings from
Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, in time. Then
at Addendum C, we have what God has said in His word regarding
Assyria; while at Addendum D, we have what God has said in His word
regarding the city of Nineveh; and then at Addendum E, we have what
God said in His word regarding Edom. And then at Addendum F, we
have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God
has given in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for
any reader who might not yet have this vital personal relationship
with God, through faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

This book, and
all the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format
or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine.

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.

















NAHUM CHAPTER
ONE

Verses 1 to 15

Nahum 1:1, God’s
introduction to His prophetic word through Nahum

As God begins
His prophetic word through Nahum, we note that He gives us an
introductory statement at Nahum 1:1, where we read, “The oracle
of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.” We
are to see here that an “oracle” was a prophetical utterance that
was threatening in nature. And so, when we read, “The oracle of
Nineveh” here, we are to see that this was God’s prophetical word
that He uttered through a believer named “Nahum,” with this here
being the only reference of this particular Nahum, whom God also
says was an “Elkoshite,” which is also here the only occurrence of
that word.

It is very
important to grasp here that in giving this threatening prophetic
utterance to Nineveh through Nahum, which we are told was by way of
a vision, God was actually addressing the Assyrian empire, for
Nineveh was its capital. The reader would benefit from turning to
Addendum C at this point and reading what God has said in His word
regarding Assyria, and also to read Addendum D, which is all God
has said in His word regarding Nineveh, before resuming here.

We are also to
see here that God had used the Assyrian empire as an instrument in
His Hand to bring His judgment against both the Southern kingdom of
Judah and the Northern kingdom of Israel (noting Isaiah 8:5-8;
10:5-6), before finally bringing the Northern kingdom of Israel
captive in exile to Assyria in 722 BC. God was now here addressing
Assyria through Nahum, a little over eighty years after that exile
had taken place. We should also be aware that the city of Nineveh
itself fell in 612 BC and then the whole of the Assyrian empire
fell in 609 BC.

What is
important to know and keep in mind here by way of some brief
background is that from after the time of king Solomon, we have the
nation of Israel being divided into two kingdoms, which will remain
divided until after the second stage of the second coming of God’s
Son from Heaven to earth during the fourth age of time. Those two
kingdoms that the nation of Israel was divided into was the
Southern kingdom of Judah, consisting of the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin, with its capital at Jerusalem, which was in Judah; while
the other kingdom was the Northern kingdom of Israel, which
consisted of the remaining ten tribes, with its capital being at
Samaria, which was in Ephraim.

In 722 BC, the
Northern kingdom of Israel was brought into captivity to Assyria
and the territory of the ten tribes was then repopulated with
foreign people, as we see from 2 Kings 17:6,24. And then in 586 BC,
the Southern kingdom of Judah was brought into captivity to
Babylon, under its first king, Nebuchadnezzar, with the city of
Jerusalem, including God’s temple there, being burned to the ground
at that time. It is important to grasp that both the Northern
Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah were exiled
from the land of Israel by God due to their sin against God, as is
clear from 2 Kings 17:7-23!

What should
also be noted here is that in God’s book of Daniel, He there
prophesied four world-encompassing empires of men in unbelief in
time, with the first world empire being that of Babylon, with its
capital at the city of Babylon; the second being that of Persia and
Media, with its capital at Susa; the third being that of Greece,
with its capital at Athens; and then the fourth being the Roman
empire, with its capital at the city of Rome. The Assyrian empire
was not world encompassing and preceded the Babylonian empire in
time.

Nahum 1:2-8, God here
begins by making a general statement of fact to the effect that He
is an avenging God on all His enemies, so that He will never leave
the guilty unpunished!

As we then see
from Nahum 1:2-8, God here makes a general statement of fact that
He is an avenging God on all His enemies, and that no guilty party
will ever be left unpunished, noting what we there now read,
“[2] A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; The Lord is avenging
and wrathful. The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He
reserves wrath for His enemies. [3] The Lord is slow to anger and
great in power, and the Lord will by no means leave the guilty
unpunished. In whirlwind and storm is His way, and clouds are the
dust beneath His feet. [4] He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; He
dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither; the blossoms of
Lebanon wither. [5] Mountain’s quake because of Him and the hills
dissolve; indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, the world
and all the inhabitants in it. [6] Who can stand before His
indignation? Who can endure the burning of His anger? His wrath is
poured out like fire and the rocks are broken up by Him. [7] The
Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows
those who take refuge in Him. [8] But with an overflowing flood He
will make a complete end of its site, and will pursue His enemies
into darkness.”

The reason why
God makes this statement of fact here is that He wanted Assyria to
know that even though God’s judgment had not yet fallen on the
Assyrian empire, it was not for that reason to think that they
would be escaping God’s coming judgment, which eventually came at
the hands of the Babylonians, aided by others, for its capital
Nineveh fell in 612 BC and the Assyrian empire itself in 609
BC!

When God says
He is a jealous God at verse 1:2, He means that He will not
tolerate the worship of idols by those who claim to be His own,
noting Exodus 20:2-5. And when He says that He is avenging and
wrathful, He means that He deals in judgment on all those who
refuse to live in accordance with His word, having made themselves
His adversaries, and therefore His enemies, noting Deuteronomy
32:35,41

As we then see
at verse 1:3, God declares Himself as slow to anger and great in
power, which means that He is patient with people, waiting for them
to repent and turn to Him, Who has all power to do what He declares
He will do with His enemies. However, His patience should not be
regarded as meaning that there are any who will ever escape His
judgment! All sin one commits will be punished! The only way a
guilty sinner can escape God’s judgment for one’s sins is to
believe on God’s Son for salvation, Who was pictured as dying for
sins of the whole of the human race in the animal sacrifices and
offerings during the Old Testament period.

We see from the
rest of verse 1:3 and at verse 1:4 that God often uses the physical
elements of this world to bring His judgment to pass on His enemies
while they are still alive; and after they die, they will meet Him
at the final judgment of time, as we see at Revelation 20:11-15.
Since God has all power, then all of the physical elements of this
world are under His control, to inflict His enemies as He sees fit.
In this way, human beings are to learn that they are in total
dependence on God for the sustenance of life on earth, and that no
other so-called gods can ever be of help to them! For instance, if
God dries up a river that pastures land, they rely on to feed their
grazing animals, then as those areas dry up their livelihood cannot
be sustained.

It is clear
from verse 1:5 that since God is The Creator of this original
creation, noting Genesis 1:1, then it is to be expected that He can
also change the landscape of any part of it at any time. And when
He chooses to do so, all quakes and is upheaved at His Presence,
including the physical landscape and God’s human and non-human
creation, noting Exodus 19:18; Psalm 18:7. That is why God then
asks at verse 1:6 who can stand before His scorn and burning anger,
with of course the answer being that no one can! For when God is
angry, His wrath goes forth destroying everything before him, like
a fire does, so that even the rocks are broken, noting Isaiah
13:13; 66:14-16!

As God further
declares at verse 1:7, He shows Himself good and as a fortified
place in a day of trouble for those who are willing to take Him as
their refuge in salvation. However, as we further see from verse
1:8, those who refuse will find themselves swept away, as in a
flash flood, and will end up in the darkness forever, away from the
light of His Presence! It is important to grasp here that God
wanted the king of the Assyrian empire at Nineveh to know Who it
was that they were dealing with, and to give them time to repent,
as had happened in Jonah’s day, or else they would all end up
suffering eternal consequences once His judgment did fall, noting
Isaiah 13:9-11; Ezekiel 32:21-23!

Nahum 1:9-14, God’s
further warning to Nineveh is that plans against Him will not
succeed and that even now He is preparing their grave!

As we then see
from Nahum 1:9-14, God here further warns Nineveh that no plans
against Him will succeed and that even now He is preparing their
grave, noting now what we there read, “[9] Whatever you devise
against the Lord, He will make a complete end of it. Distress will
not rise up twice. [10] Like tangled thorns, and like those who are
drunken with their drink, they are consumed as stubble completely
withered. [11] From you has gone forth one who plotted evil against
the Lord, a wicked counselor. [12] Thus says the Lord, "Though they
are at full strength and likewise many, even so, they will be cut
off and pass away. Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you
no longer. [13] So now, I will break his yoke bar from upon you,
and I will tear off your shackles." [14] The Lord has issued a
command concerning you: "Your name will no longer be perpetuated. I
will cut off idol and image from the house of your gods. I will
prepare your grave, for you are contemptible."”

When God says
“you” at verse 1:9 here, He is speaking to the king of the Assyrian
empire at Nineveh. And now He wants him to know that there are no
plans that can ever be devised against God and succeed, as if He
were a mere human being, and also letting him know that distress on
God’s people will not arise twice, once God has finished dealing
with them! As we then see from verse 1:10, God uses the imagery of
tangled thorns and drunks to picture the final end of those in
time, such as Assyria, who dare to stand against God, as they will
end up like stubble, totally consumed by fire!

At verse 1:11,
God reminds the king of Nineveh that one of the earlier kings of
Assyria had gone forth thinking to have a plot against God succeed,
noting Isaiah 10:7-11 and 2 Kings 18:13-37, whom God looked at as
being but a worthless schemer!

Then we are to
note that at verses 1:12,13, God is addressing those of the
Southern kingdom of Judah, here letting them know that it does not
matter if the Assyrians are many and if their army is at full
strength, they will be defeated (noting 2 Kings 19:35), and will
one day vanish from this earth! God also wants them to know that
even though He did allow Assyria to afflict them in the past,
noting 2 Kings 18:13-17; 2 Chronicles 33:11, yet He will no longer
do so in the future, noting 2 Kings 19:34.

As God further
tells those of Judah at verse 1;13, even now God will break the
yoke and shackles that the Assyrians were attempting to place on
them, noting what God further says here at Isaiah 10:24-27, “[24]
Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, "O My people who dwell
in Zion, do not fear the Assyrian who strikes you with the rod and
lifts up his staff against you, the way Egypt did. [25] For in a
very little while My indignation against you will be spent and My
anger will be directed to their destruction. [26] The Lord of hosts
will arouse a scourge against him like the slaughter of Midian at
the rock of Oreb; and His staff will be over the sea and He will
lift it up the way He did in Egypt. [27] So it will be in that day,
that his burden will be removed from your shoulders and his yoke
from your neck, and the yoke will be broken because of
fatness.”

Then at verse
1:14, God returns to speak to the king of Nineveh, to let him know
that the days of the Assyrian empire have been numbered and will
soon come to an end, so that his name will fade with time, and
their gods will bite the dust, while they themselves meet their
graves, for in God’s sight they are all totally despicable!

Nahum 1:15, God here
prophesies the second coming from Heaven to earth of His own dear
Son to reign over the nations of the earth in the future!

We then see
from Nahum 1:15 that God foretells through Nahum a day in the
future when His own dear Son will be reigning over the nations of
earth, as we there now read, “Behold, on the mountains the feet
of him who brings good news, Who announces peace! Celebrate your
feasts, O Judah; pay your vows. For never again will the wicked one
pass through you; he is cut off completely.”

It is important
to grasp here that “the feet of him who brings good news” is a
reference to God’s own precious Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, at the
start of the fourth age of time, after having come from Heaven to
earth at the time of the second stage of His second coming to deal
with God’s enemies, noting Zechariah 14:1-4; Revelation 19:11-21,
and then to reign as King over the nations of the earth from the
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down from Heaven from God at the start
of the fourth age of time, noting Revelation 21:10!

And here we
would benefit by noting what God also said through Isaiah in this
regard, first at Isaiah 40:9, “Get yourself up on a high mountain,
O Zion, bearer of good news, lift up your voice mightily, O
Jerusalem, bearer of good news; lift it up, do not fear. Say to the
cities of Judah, “Here is your God!," and also at Isaiah 52:7, “How
lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, Who
announces salvation, and says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"”

At that time,
those of the nation of Israel will live at peace and will all be
rejoicing in God, Who will have brought salvation (noting Romans
11:26,27), and will have regathered to the land of Israel all those
who had been scattered (noting Isaiah 11:11,12; 43:5-7). God
further says that unbelievers will never be allowed to enter that
holy city, Jerusalem, noting what God says at Joel 3:17, “Then you
will know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, My holy
mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, and strangers will pass
through it no more,” and also at Revelation 21:27, “and nothing
unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever
come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's
book of life.”









NAHUM CHAPTER
TWO

Verses 1 to 13

Nahum 2:1-13, God
describes in vivid language the coming desolation and fall of the
city of Nineveh, which marks the start of the fall of the Assyrian
empire itself!

As God
continues His prophetic word through Nahum, He now describes in
quite vivid language at Nahum 2:1-13 the coming fall and desolation
of the city of Nineveh, which marks the start of the fall of the
Assyrian empire itself, as we there now read, “[1] The one who
scatters has come up against you. Man the fortress, watch the road;
strengthen your back, summon all your strength. [2] For the Lord
will restore the splendor of Jacob like the splendor of Israel,
even though devastators have devastated them and destroyed their
vine branches. [3] The shields of his mighty men are colored red,
the warriors are dressed in scarlet, the chariots are enveloped in
flashing steel when he is prepared to march, and the cypress spears
are brandished. [4] The chariots race madly in the streets, they
rush wildly in the squares, their appearance is like torches, they
dash to and fro like lightning flashes. [5] He remembers his
nobles; they stumble in their march, they hurry to her wall, and
the mantelet is set up. [6] The gates of the rivers are opened and
the palace is dissolved. [7] It is fixed: She is stripped, she is
carried away, and her handmaids are moaning like the sound of
doves, beating on their breasts. [8] Though Nineveh was like a pool
of water throughout her days
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