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        Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.”

        The Apostle Paul, 1 Timothy 4:16
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            Chapter 1

          

          
            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      Attending seminary and studying the inerrant and infallible Word of the living God is a privilege few believers experience. For those who are called and who enter into such a sacred season for the study of the Word of God and the Word applied to pastoral theology, there is a corresponding responsibility: to steward your time wisely, to give yourself wholly to your ministry of preparation, and to seek the face of God in prayer as you study. Study with gratitude, and you will graduate with honor.

      One of the most outstanding messages ever given on the life of a seminary student was delivered by the Reverend Dr. Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield. Warfield was born to a prominent Baltimore family on November 5, 1851. By the time of his passing away on February 16, 1921, Warfield had become the single most prominent American theologian of his time. B. B. Warfield remains one of the most influential voices in the history of Reformed theology.

      In 1887, Warfield succeeded A. A. Hodge, the son of Charles Hodge, as the occupant of the Charles Hodge Chair at Princeton Theological Seminary. He held this position until his death, serving as the final conservative intellectual heir to the Hodge legacy before Princeton Seminary underwent significant theological changes in its faculty. Warfield also served as the final principal of Princeton Theological Seminary (afterward, the chief officer became “president” of the seminary), a position he held from 1886 to 1902. Often viewed by Protestant scholars as the last in the line of Princeton theologians, Warfield's influence remains significant.

      Benjamin B. Warfield's renowned lecture, "The Religious Life of Theological Students," presented at the annual Autumn Conference at Princeton Theological Seminary on Wednesday, October 4, 1911, remains most relevant and consequential for today's seminary students.
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            Chapter 2

          

          
            Scriptures to Consider Before You Read

          

        

      

    

    
      As you read this lecture, and prepare to prayerfully apply its lessons to your life, consider these passages from God’s Word:

      
        
        2 Timothy 2:15: "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth."

      

      

      This verse highlights the responsibility that comes with the privilege of studying God's Word, emphasizing the need for diligence in one's preparation for ministry. Remember the honor that is yours to study the Word of God and Gospel ministry in this amazing time of your life. Cherish each class. Soak up every word spoken and written. Read as if your ministry depended on it.

      
        
        Colossians 3:23-24: "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ."

      

      

      This passage encourages seminary students to undertake their studies and ministry preparations with utmost sincerity and dedication, as they are ultimately serving the Lord. Because you know the truth: you are. And you can be sure: the degree of dedication out of gratitude for God’s grace that you give in seminary is, at least, equal to the commitment you will have to minister. Paul’s admonition is very easy to receive if you love God and are thankful for His salvation. As Augustine wrote, “Love God and do as you please.”

      
        
        James 1:5: "If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him."

      

      

      This verse underscores the vital role of prayer and dependence on God for wisdom and understanding, especially during the demanding period of theological study. Note that the Lord here promises wisdom to those who so ask. Let not one class, one assignment, one discussion board posting, or one practical exercise commence without a prayer: Lord, let me minister out of Thy wisdom, not my own.”

      I have prepared questions for discussion following Dr. Warfield’s words of wisdom. Now. Read to your soul’s benefit and for your ministry of preparation for the proclamation of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Go through the questions that follow and ask for the Lord’s wisdom and for His Holy Spirit to give you a burden and vision (the thing that lifts the burden) that will catapult you into a life of service to Christ and to His Church, those found and those yet lost.
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            Chapter 3

          

          
            The Religious Life of Theological Students

          

          Warfield’s Address to the 1911 Autumn Conference of Princeton Theological Seminary

          The Reverend Dr. Benjamin Breckenridge Warfield (1851-1921), Principal of Princeton Theological Seminary, Wednesday, October 4, 1911

        

      

    

    
      I am asked to speak to you on the religious life of the student of theology. I approach the subject with some trepidation. I think it the most important subject which can engage our thought. You will not suspect me, in saying this, to be depreciating the importance of the intellectual preparation of the student for the ministry. The importance of the intellectual preparation of the student for the ministry is the reason of the existence of our Theological Seminaries. Say what you will, do what you will, the ministry is a ‘learned profession; and the man without learning, no matter with what other gifts he may be endowed, is unfit for its duties. But learning, though indispensable, is not the most indispensable thing for a minister. ‘Apt to teach’—yes, the minister must be ‘apt to teach; and observe that what I say—or rather what Paul says—is ‘apt to teach’. Not apt merely to exhort, to beseech, to appeal, to entreat: not even merely, to testify, to bear witness; but to teach. And teaching implies knowledge: he who teaches must know. Paul, in other words, requires of you, as we are perhaps learning not very felicitously to phrase it, ‘instructional’, not merely ‘inspirational’, service. But aptness to teach alone does not make a minister; nor is it his primary qualification. It is only one of a long list of requirements which Paul lays down as necessary to meet in him who aspires to this high office. And
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