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Dedication

​ To believers who seek to walk in their purpose, i.e., the
calling that Father God has placed on their lives, while developing
a true relationship with Him and the body of Christ.






As believers, seeking a true relationship with Father God, we
come humbly to the throne of grace, seeking the things of God, His
plan and His purpose for our lives. As empty vessels waiting to be
filled, we look to Him and our leaders for revelation knowledge and
divine insight on biblical principles. Kingdom Cliques places a
spotlight on roles in the ministry and the behaviors that impact
lives. It is dedicated to the leaders who shepherd with a pure
heart and the Christians who follow leaders as they follow
Christ.

Consideration is also given to
organizational structures in the church as aligned with God’s
kingdom culture and the manner in which behaviors propel or expel
the plans of God for His people.
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Foreword

​




The  formation of an Ecclesia or church body that truly
reflects Christ and His nature and principles is extremely critical
in this age we live in. The world has long seen the shenanigans and
deceiving practices behind the scenes in many churches today and it
has become a mockery of what God originally intended the church to
be. To impact the power that unity and love can have, we must study
the Word of God and intentionally magnify the wonderful guidelines
that lie within, put them into practice, and educate the attendees
of the church.

I have been a member of a church since
my early childhood and indeed there are amazing marks on my life as
a result. I still hold close to my heart profound teachings and
illustrations of what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. I
have seen more good than bad but honestly the bad can sometimes
distort and cloud someone’s vision and love for the church. So many
people as a result of being wounded in the church avoid meaningful
close relationships, as a measure of self-protection. This is so
unfortunate because it counters the beauty of the members of the
body of Christ reflecting the love of God toward one another. The
scriptures clearly state that the body should be equipped in order
to come to the unity of faith and the fullness of Christ, thus
growing up in all things. This kind of body or church will edify
itself in love!

We must identify areas of wrong
ideologies and responses to hurt in the church, through prayer and
interaction with people. We must forgive the sins of the past that
have wounded us personally. Everyone must take responsibility for
his or her encounters with hurt. When we understand the human
fragility of people, it can help us to become more merciful and
willing to release and forgive.

In this book,
Kingdom Cliques, you
will get to know a group of people who work closely together, and
most have a common goal for good success. However,
underneath the surface, there are unresolved matters that begin to
impact the good. As the story unfolds, you will understand
true forgiveness and what it means to be vulnerable in an attempt
to fix what is broken. The author, Lorna J. Wilson, beautifully
reveals an up-close and personal view of ministry life. What things
appear lovely afar— are in actuality hideous, offensive, foul and
disgusting— when you dare have a microscopic look. She cleverly
lets you in on the inner workings of everyday ministry and what is
unquestionably going on.

Every pastor delights in knowing
harmony and peace exist among his/her members and that their love
for one another is genuine and authentic. It is the necessary
foundation of a thriving ministry that reflects Christ and all that
He stands for. This is the portrait of a true church after the
heart of God, and it will attract those who have been offended and
injured by shady people in the church. As loathing and
unforgiveness are turned toward affection and repentance, the story
will make you acutely aware of the importance of having the right
response to the unfavorable things that could happen in
church. 

– Pastor Maria Y.
Smith, Jubilee City Church












Prologue

​ – The Call –

 


- Dedicated to Apostle
Ellis & Pastor Maria Y. Smith -

 


A burning desire to minister for
Christ,

a mission and passion for abundance of
life.

To wake up each morning and look to the
hills,

for direction and guidance to follow
His will.

 


You empty yourselves for His manna’s on
high.

You drink from the fountain of eternal
life.

With an ear to hear what the eyes
cannot see,

His Word is made plain; it is meat from
the King.

 


It is THE CALL of our Father that you
hear every day.

He incites you and calls you to
minister and pray.

An uncompromised word to prick the
heart,

delivered with love to set us
apart.

 


His voice is the measure of true power
and might.

It may appear strong or as whispers at
night.

You listen with earnest to write down
His plans,

plans that will minister to woman and
man.

 


What is this fire that consumes you
each day?

A molding and shaping from the potter’s
clay.

It is the core of your being and your
purpose in life,

to impart revelation and divine
insight.

 


Through THE CALL of our Father, His
voice is revealed. He gives you the strength to follow His
will.

You study and learn to show you’re
approved,

to live by, to minister, and carry His
news.

 


What is this new mercy He gives to His
saints;

new grace and new favor, to walk and
not faint?

As obedient vessels, you honor His
laws.

You are ‘Jubi-Levites’ who have
followed THE CALL!















Chapter One

​




It’s a rainy Monday morning, one
month prior to graduation, for the K-12 students in the community.
On this cool, wet day, there is light rainfall. The wind is mild as
it blows gently through the foliage of two large, red-oak trees
that stand nearly fifty feet high on the property of Calvary Way
Ministries (CWM). As branches sway, acorns trickle down on the
serviceberry shrubs below. The attractive, pink and white shrubs,
add a striking addition to the landscape, surrounding the
church.

Soon, the drizzle of the rain becomes
heavier and the downpour sends squirrels and rabbits scampering off
in pursuit of shelter. Minister Nathan, Director of Music
Ministries, pulls into the church’s parking lot for his three
o’clock meeting with his team leaders.

Minister Nathan is an African-American
man who leads a nine-member praise and worship team, fifty-plus,
member choir, and five-member band at CWM. He is young, at only
twenty-eight years of age with a tall, medium build. He has no
facial hair and an uncanny resemblance to the celebrity, Lance
Gross. He often wears baggy clothing with youthful expressions and
could easily pass for a teenager. Yet, no one should let his
youthful appearance fool them. He is smart and capable of playing
several different instruments. He came highly recommended from a
neighboring church and he is also the director of audiovisual,
technology, sound, and all media-related functions. His
credentials, as being an accomplished musician and vocal trainer,
landed him the position with the ministry.

With his umbrella drawn, Minister
Nathan steps out of his black Lincoln Navigator and quickly makes
his way to the church doors. With an umbrella in one hand and a
portfolio under his arm, he fumbles to find the right door key.
During the weekdays, the church doors are kept locked. So, when he
finally makes his way inside of the building, he closes the
umbrella and positions it outside of the door to shake off the
excess water. Once, he has gotten himself situated, he wipes his
feet on the doormat, and proceeds to the conference room for his
meeting.

The conference room is only a few feet
away from his office, the main office, and the pastor’s. As he
passes Pastor Gordan’s office, he can see him at his desk, buried
in paperwork. He considers stopping for a moment to greet him.
However, since he seems preoccupied, he decides to speak with him
later.

***

DURING REVIEW OF
the minutes from the last Board of Elders’
Meeting, Pastor Gordan, jotted down notes that spoke to the budget
and marketing plan. He began review at ten in the morning and the
current time is a little after three in the afternoon. Pastor
Gordan takes a deep breath and rises from his office chair. He
finds himself mentally exhausted and decides to call it a
day.

With briefcase in hand, he exits the
building and remotely starts his Cadillac CTS. This is the vehicle
that he and Pastor Vanessa primarily drive when traveling from home
to church. However, for formal events, the Rolls Royce is their
preferred vehicle. Shielding himself from the rain, Pastor Gordan
places the briefcase over his head, and jogs to the car. After
opening the door, he tosses it onto the passenger seat and turns on
the windshield wipers. As he heads home, he looks forward to
spending quality time with his lovely wife.

Pastor Gordan stands about six feet,
two inches tall. He borders on a heavier build; however, not overly
so. He has a quiet manner about himself, that is when he isn’t
preaching. Although, his salt and pepper hair suggests that he is
an older man, the melanin of his skin tone, does not. His
medium-brown complexion remains void of wrinkles and his
semi-muscular build suggests that he either works out or may have
been an athlete, back in the day. Although his physique is somewhat
flawed by a belly that is starting to protrude from the good
cooking of his beautiful wife, First Lady and Co-Pastor, Vanessa
Hall, he isn’t too concerned about it.

Before retirement, Pastor Gordan held
a top executive position with the American Steel industry. He
retired with twenty years-plus and continues to provide consulting
services from time-to-time. He and his wife of fifteen years, live
in the Palmer Woods area of the city in a three-story,
four-bedroom, three and a half, bath home. Their 4,500 square foot
home includes coffered ceilings, custom crown molding, and
wainscoting.

During the initial tour of their home,
Pastor Gordan and Vanessa couldn’t help but admire the wainscoting;
this decorative wood paneling’s historic quality of décor was used
in many homes centuries before. Of all the homes, previously
viewed, this one spoke to both of them. The closer, sealing the
deal, was the breathtaking lakeside view. In addition, there are
upper private, walk-out terraces, adjoining each bedroom suite,
marble floors, and two state-of-the-art chefs’ kitchens—and to
think, all of this existed in the City of Detroit.

The beauty of their community is
diverse in that each home is unique and stands as a creative design
with excellent craftsmanship. It certainly speaks to the type of
flair Detroit was known for when the city flourished in many of the
neighboring communities.

Pastors, Gordan and Vanessa, made a
conscious decision to reside in Detroit as a family who would model
what it meant to take pride in their community while advocating for
initiatives that will turn the city back to its days of splendor.
More importantly, being a Detroit resident sends a message to their
church members that they care about living and working together to
build a community that all can be proud of. Of course, since every
great vision is built on a strong foundation, Pastor Gordan
searches hard after the plans of God for His people and models a
standard of living that is rooted in the Word of God.

So, when Father God spoke to him many
years ago and told him, he would be a pastor and a great leader one
day, he didn’t doubt for one moment the calling on his life. He is
supported by the Board of Elders and the congregation who have sown
into the ministry to take it to where it is today. However, there
is a need for expansion; the recommendation for review took place
at a subsequent board meeting. The consensus was to move forward
with plans to procure a new building.

To start the ball rolling, Pastor
Gordan met with Elder Dalton, the Assistant Pastor, Marissa Taylor,
Realtor and Choir Director, and Rachel Phillips, Evangelist and
Certified Public Accountant (CPA) for CWM. Later, Rachel and
Marissa consulted with an outside contractor to conduct a thorough
feasibility report. Findings in the report took into consideration
available growth options and its impact on the church’s budget. It
was concluded that the best option was to purchase and renovate a
previously owned church, possibly, listed in foreclosure. Of
course, all agreed that while it is unfortunate for any church to
lose its property, it is better for another church to assume the
mortgage than for the property to be used for any other purpose.
After appointing Marissa as the designee to procure such a
building, Pastor Gordan returned to managing the operations of
their existing church with Elder Dalton by his side to
assist.

Elder Dalton and Pastor Gordan are
close friends, colleagues, and graduates from the same pastoral
program at Grace Bible College; they have a shared vision for the
ministry. Currently, Elder Dalton works with the men’s ministry
alongside Rachel’s husband, David Phillips. He also works with the
youth ministry to mentor teenage boys on kingdom principles. Elder
Dalton is a forty-two-year-old European-American man, who is huge
on diversity, easy-going, and very approachable. The youth are
drawn to his ability to make learning fun and relatable. He is
looking forward to expansion as he desires to offer a physical
fitness facility with the theme, ‘Fit-in-Faith’.

Although it is an agenda item that
must be shelved until the purchase of the new building, it is a
priority area that will be addressed in the near future— and Pastor
Gordan loves the idea. For the time being, he supervises existing
operations to ensure that all team leaders are working
collaboratively to achieve common goals; this includes lending
support to a few of the departments that Pastor Vanessa leads, as
well.

***

PASTOR VANESSA
LOVES what she does and supports her
husband and the ministry one thousand percent. She works with many
different departments in the church; this includes both women’s and
children’s ministries, the Ministry of Helps, and intercessory
prayer teams. Pastor Vanessa is a modest woman. She’s in her
mid-forties, stands about five feet, seven inches tall, has a
beautiful, cocoa brown complexion, and shoulder-length, wavy black
hair. She isn’t into the latest designer fashions. Yet, she is
somewhat trendy and prides herself on her appearance. Pastor
Vanessa has a preference for elegant dresses, as opposed to
business suits, and she loves to accessorize with jewelry that
complements her attire.

On days when she’s simply working to
ensure that everything is in proper order, she dresses down. Today,
she is wearing blue jeans, a pair of white sneakers, and a white,
short-sleeved t-shirt. As she reviews the roles of the Helps’
Ministry with respect to the ushers, children's ministry
volunteers, and event scheduling, she considers who might be the
best person to assist in this capacity.

She considers Gabriella, an employee
on staff at the church. However, she’s already providing dual
support as youth leader and section leader for the choir. In her
private life, Gabriella’s also a full-time art student. So, Pastor
Vanessa tries to recall any other members that might have skillsets
in this area. Then, she remembers Camille. If memory serves
correctly, Camille worked in event planning when she lived in
Canada. After locating her contact information, she dials the
number.

“Hello, Camille. This is
Pastor Vanessa. How are you, today?”

“I’m fine, Pastor. How are
you?”

“A little swamped with
work, here at the church, but I’m blessed. Do you have a moment to
speak with me?”

“Sure. What’s going
on?”

“Well, I believe that
you’ve worked with events and scheduling when you lived in Canada,
right?”

“Yes, that’s
true.”

“How would you feel about
lending your skillsets to the Helps’ Ministry? I know I could sure
use your help.”

“Alright, I don’t mind.
What do you need me to do?”

“Well, first you would need
access to the church database and I can have Ms. Trudy, the church
secretary, set you up an account. However, since she’s juggling a
lot by herself managing membership information, you would be
responsible for keeping the calendar and scheduling events such as
usher board meetings, staff meetings for child care workers, and
some of the parent events. Is that something you think you might be
able to manage for us?”

“Sure, I can do that.
However, Ms. Trudy may have to show me the ropes. Just let me know
when you would like for me to get started. By the way, will I have
access from home? I only ask because sometimes I have my daughter,
Laney, over for the weekend. Her dad and I co-parent. On those
days, I might not be able to come in.”

“Oh, most definitely. You
can work from home whenever you like. That’s fine— and Camille,
thank you so much for your support. I sincerely appreciate it. Love
you.”

“Love you, too,
Pastor.”

After ending, the call, Pastor Vanessa
exhales a sigh of relief.

That’s one thing off my
plate. Now, to move on to the non-computer related
tasks.

***

CAMILLE
DUBOIS-THOMPSON is a very lovely
French-Canadian woman in her early thirties. She is five feet, six
inches, tall with a small frame. Her long, thick ebony hair,
cascades down to her waistline. She has narrow facial features and
a nose that is somewhat longer and pointier than the
French-European. The arches of her eyebrows are shaped to accent
her wide, almond-shaped eyes, and her physical appearance is
enticingly beautiful, even though she is not a very curvaceous
woman. When she smiles, adorable dimples, seemingly appear out of
nowhere. To that end, when her husband, Eric and she first met,
there was an instant attraction. Although Camille is somewhat shy,
she is easy-going and has a sweet-caring personality. Her modest
wardrobe is somewhat dated. However, it was found
business-appropriate when she worked as an event coordinator. In
truth, she doesn’t try to keep up with fashion trends; she is more
concerned about the appearance of her daughter, Laney.

Prior to having Laney, she was often
mistaken for a model everywhere she went. She worked hard to snap
back as the term goes. Judging from how she looks today, you would
never know she had a child.

After ending her call with Pastor
Vanessa, she considers what she will wear for choir rehearsal
tonight. She’s looking forward to getting out of the house since
her husband, Eric spends a great deal of time at work— and her
daughter, Laney, is with her father during the week. She wonders if
Pastor Gordan will be at rehearsal tonight since there are talks on
the music ministry hosting a concert, in the near
future.

***

PASTOR GORDAN
LISTENS for a specific sound during each
service, and weekly meetings are held with his music director,
Minister Nathan. Minister Nathan understands the heart of the
ministry. He understands the importance of flowing in the spirit,
in direct alignment with the message, that God has given Pastor
Gordan for the people.

This is no easy task as the Spirit of
God may lead the pastor to shift the message in a different
direction. This means Minister Nathan must be in tune with him. He
must know when to shift gears and have the music ministry flow
seamlessly in like manner. Therefore, Pastor Gordan depends on him
to do just that. It is a high expectation, but it is one that
Minister Nathan excels at. Needless to say, the music ministry
rehearses outside of regular church hours to ensure they are
prepared to flow in any direction the Spirit of God leads
them.

In addition, Pastor Vanessa works
closely with Minister Nathan and his team leaders to ensure there
is unity in all things related to the music ministry. This includes
selection of songs which must be in direct correlation with her
husband’s sermons. She and Pastor Gordan review this together
weekly. Moreover, they pray together, study together, and genuinely
love and respect one another’s callings in ministry. Today, Pastor
Vanessa plans to sit in on rehearsal with the music ministry and
speak with Minister Nathan about the status of his marketing
efforts.

When she arrives, the band is setting
up, and David, one of the team leaders, is opening up with prayer.
Prayer always precedes and closes each rehearsal and today’s prayer
focus is establishing an atmosphere of praise that touches lives
and invokes corporate worship.

After the prayer, Pastor Vanessa waits
to see who is leading rehearsal; sometimes it’s a team lead and
other times, it’s Minister Nathan. She’s thankful that today it’s
David. Initially, she was planning to wait to speak with him
afterward, in favor of not interrupting rehearsal. However, that’s
no longer a concern. So, she approaches and says, “Good afternoon,
Minister Nathan. How are you today?”

“Hey, Pastor. I’m fine. How
are you?”

“Couldn’t be better. Just
wanted to touch base with you on marketing for the concert. Did you
bring the hot cards with you so that the choir can pass them out to
friends and family?” 

“Well, I’ve printed up a
few, but they’re for leadership only. It’s actually an agenda item
for the next staff meeting. So, I didn’t want to print too many,
just in case we have to revise something.”

“Oh, I didn’t know that. I
thought we were about ready to distribute because I know we were
looking to have the concert next month, right?”

“Right and trust me, I’m on
top of it. We’re meeting on it soon.”

“Sounds good. By the way,
where is Marissa
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