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1. Foreword
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End Of Syrian Civil War?: Dawn Of A New Syria Or More Of The Same?

Syria's Civil War Is An Especially Abhorrent Case Of Divisive Geopolitics And Foreign-Backed Armies.

Indeed, the bloody Syrian civil war arose from a toxic blend of divisive domestic religious and ethnic politics and the most blatant forms of foreign interference.

With the latest spectacular blitz of the Syrian rebels at the end of 2024 that toppled the Assad government, is the Syria civil war over?

And what future does Syria have?

Under the rule of the HTS Islamic rebel group, would it become less violent or more like the Afghan government?
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2. How it all started?
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Medieval Italians called this region Levante for its easterly location where the sun "rises".

This term was later adopted from Italian and French into many other languages.

The Arabic name for the region of Levant is Shaam, which comes from the Arabic root meaning "left" or "north". And after the Islamic conquest of the region, the term was applied to the Levant (Byzantine Syria).

After WW2 and the almost artificial division of the region into many new nations by the departing colonial powers, the region continued to be mired in chaos and frequent conflicts because of historical reasons.

This was further complicated by the Zionist establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 and the consequential plight of the Palestinians.

But the latest resurgence of conflicts in Syria can be traced all the way back to the famous Arab Spring uprising from 2020.
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3. Arab Spring
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During the popular uprising of Arab Spring in the Middle East from 2010, many Arab countries in the Middle East underwent serious civil unrest and violence that toppled regimes and changed governments.

The uprising was basically popular protests against rampant corruption, poverty, unemployment and authoritarianism in those countries. There were mass protests and street violence in countries including Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Algeria, and Bahrain.

Specifically, it resulted in the toppling of governments in Tunisia, Libya, Egypt and others.
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4. Syria Unrest And Civil War
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Syria also had its violent protests during the Arab Spring.

The Syrian protests began in in 2011 in its Kurdish region, in Damascus, and in the southern city of Deraa of its Druze region.

The Syrian government of Bashar Assad saw all this as posing a grave danger to the regime, and took strong actions with police and security forces to suppress the protesters.

The ensuing violence and killing led to even more violence and the rise of multiple opposition armed groups in the country, effectively plunging the country into a violent civil war.

This triggered the mass exodus of large numbers of Syrian refugees to neighboring countries and to Europe.

In the end, the Assad government managed to suppress the uprising, and recaptured territories lost to the militant groups, including the major cities such as Aleppo and Damascus, with the help of the Hezbollah group from Lebanon, and Iran, and the significant air power provided by its ally Russia.

But, as a result of all the fighting, almost 600,000 Syrians were killed, and some 14 million Syrians, half its population, were displaced. Half of the displacements ended up as refugees outside Syria. It represented the largest refugee group in Europe.

In Germany alone, there were some 1 million refugees from Syria, of which only about 75,000 have received German citizenship.

By 2023, the Assad government seemed to have stabilized the country with the help of Russia and Iran, and the other Arab countries began to reestablish relations with Syria.
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5. Sudden Turn Of Events
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Then the terrible Israel-Hamas war erupted in Gaza, together with the year-long Israel-Hezbollah mutual bombardment across the Israeli-Lebanese borders.

Israel also began to systematically assassinate Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iranian top officials. That has resulted in repeated large-scale mutual reprisal bombings between Iran and Israel.

In November 2024, Israel upped the ante by carrying out heavy bombing of Beirut, together with bombardment and Invasion into Southern Lebanon, to begin its largely successful degrading of Hezbollah.

As a result, Assad government found itself in a precarious position due to the embattled situation of its most important allies.

In the meantime, Russia was too preoccupied and fully engaged with the lengthy proxy war with USA in the horrific Russia-Ukraine war to be able to come to Assad's assistance.

Quite clearly, if Putin were to put more of his military assets into Syria, Russia will become seriously overstretched and risk serious setback on both fronts. Putin will certainly not want to jeopardize his position in Ukraine when he is already at the point of winning the Ukraine war. This is especially so with Trump's promise to end his rival Biden's "stupid" war with Russia in 24 hours in Trump's non-consecutive second term as US president from 20 January 2025.
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6. Rebel Attacks
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The disparate opposition militant groups in Syria clearly saw this as the perfect window of opportunity to launch a major joint offensive against the Syrian government.

In particular, the Idlib-based HTS group started a series of attacks at the end of November 2024 that led to the rapid capture of Aleppo, Hama, Homs, and eventually the capital Damascus within just 10 days.

Other opposition group also took the opportunity to capture other territories from the Syrian government.

This lightning rebel attack and rapid collapse of the Assad government took the world by surprise, and caused Assad to flee to Moscow for asylum.
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7. Implications

[image: ]


These unexpected events in Syria have great implications for both Syria and the wider Middle East region.

Israel and USA have been rubbing their hands in glee at the latest blowout in Syria, and rushed to claim credit for the changed circumstances. This, despite the great dangers of a splintered and chaotic Syria, and the great human and financial cost of their "might is right" policies that had resulted so far in over 45,000 Palestinians killed, some 2,000 Israelis killed, 4,000 Lebanese killed, the whole of Gaza and southern Lebanon in total ruins, and the tons of American bombs and missiles dropped systematically on these territories.

Are the costs too high?

Apparently not, by Israeli and American logic.

In the meantime, not everything is going to go in USA's and Israel's advantage as America's relentless support for a vengeful Israel to go on rampage may lead to an even more volatile Middle East.

More chaos may follow in Syria in the aftermath of the rebel victory: ISIS may experience a resurgence in the new environment, HTS-dominanted Syria may become a new Afghanistan in the Middle East, and the Syrian Kurds may end up as hapless losers against the expanding influence of the Turkiye funded and aligned forces.

Indeed, the future of Syria and the Middle East is now uncertain and unclear, and is of great concern to regional countries as well as the superpowers.

And, most importantly, what is the immediate and long-term future of Syria?

To answer these questions, one must first look at the different positions and objectives of the diverse protagonists in Syria.
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8. Rival armies in Syria
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Before the latest events that led to the collapse of the Assad government, the rival armies in and around Syria include the following:

(1). The Syrian government army, holding the south and west region of Syria. It is helped significantly by Iran's proxy Hezbollah militants from southern Lebanon.

(2). Kurdish defense force, known as the Syrian Democratic Forces, SDF, in northeast of Syria, with US support.

It is not widely known that USA still maintains about one thousand US troops in the Syria Kurdish territories to counter ISIS.

The Kurds comprises about 6% of Syrians, and are mostly Sunni Muslims. Ethnically, they are of Iranian stock.

The Kurds are among the largest stateless ethnic groups in the world, with some 30 million concentrated in a territory straddling Turkiye, Iran, Iraq and Syria. They are a minority in each country and have often suffered persecution, which has fueled armed Kurdish uprisings.

(3). Turkiye-supported rebels, known as the Syrian National Army, SNA, in the North of Syria.

Fighting erupted on 7.12.24 in Manbij, a Kurdish-controlled city near Syria’s border with Turkiye, between two rebel groups - SDF, backed by USA, and SNA, backed by Turkiye.

It is significant that SNA were supported in their successful assault of Manbij by Turkish air power, including warplanes and drone.

(4). HTS's Idlib Army.

HTS - Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (Organization for the Liberation of the Levant or 'Levant Liberation Committee') is a splinter group from the brutal terrorist organizations Al Qaeda and ISIS in Iraq and Syria.

After seizing Damascus, HTS also
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