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Introduction: Meet the Investigators

United Middle School wasn’t just any ordinary school. Sure, it had the usual mix of students—some who loved learning, some who barely stayed awake in class, and some who lived for gym class (looking at you, Coach Roberts). But the real action? That happened when something went missing, mysteriously appeared, or just made no sense whatsoever.

And when that happened, everyone knew exactly who to call.
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✔ Jake Parker – The leader. Always the first to dive into a mystery, even if it means crawling through a suspiciously sticky janitor’s closet.

✔ Emily Carter – The brain. Loves taking notes, making lists, and using logic, even when the crime involves something as ridiculous as stolen cafeteria spaghetti.

✔ Max Thompson – The realist. Thinks every mystery has a simple explanation and that the only real crime is losing valuable nap time.

✔ Amy Reynolds – The wildcard. Sees every case as an adventure and will absolutely suggest aliens, time travelers, or a banana pudding conspiracy before considering reality.

These four were the go-to problem solvers of the United Middle School. That is... until Mia and Chip arrived. They brought chaos wherever they were. For a few of the mysteries, Chip and Mia invited themselves into the investigations. This caused the four investigators to groan. In the end they became friends. 
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✔ Mia Torres – The fearless one. Always up for a challenge, she thrives on excitement and probably would chase an actual burglar just to see where they’re going. Has a talent for thinking outside the box—sometimes way, way outside the box.

✔ Chip Bennett – The wildcard 2.0. Chip loves chaos, solving puzzles, and eating snacks mid-investigation. If there’s a mystery, he’s in it for the fun, not necessarily for the logic.

The six of them together? They were unstoppable if you counted the mishaps as help.

From missing lockers to phantom school bells, from slimy gym floors to band uniform disasters, no case was too weird for them to solve.

And The United Middle School?

It was about to get a lot more interesting.
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Chapter 1: The Trouble Begins
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United Middle School’s computer lab hummed with activity. Rows of students sat at their monitors, fingers tapping away at their assignments while Mr. Russell, the computer teacher, paced the room like a hawk surveying its flock.

Leaning back in his chair, Chip cracked his knuckles and glanced at his screen. “This is way too easy,” he muttered under his breath. The assignment had been finished ten minutes ago, and now he was already itching for something more interesting.

From the seat beside him, Mia barely looked up. “Don’t even think about it.” Her fingers flew across the keyboard, her focus unwavering.

Chip shot her his most innocent look. “Think about what?”

“The thing you’re planning,” she said without missing a beat.

A dramatic sigh escaped him. “Come on, Mia. You act like I’m always up to no good.”

At last, she spared him a glance, one eyebrow raised. “Because you usually are.”

Before he could protest, a loud groan erupted from behind them.

“Ugh! A seventy-four? Are you kidding me?” A boy at the next table slumped in his chair, glaring at his math test results. “I swear I answered those right.”

Chip’s ears perked up. His own grading portal popped open with a few quick clicks. An eighty-two. Not bad. Not great either.

“I bet I could fix that,” he muttered.

Mia froze mid-typing. “Fix what?”

A sly grin crept onto his face. “Just a little adjustment. Nothing major. If the school’s system is as outdated as I think it is, I could probably.....”

“No, no, no,” she cut in, voice sharp.

Both hands went up in surrender. “I’m just saying it’s possible.”

“Hacking the school’s system is a terrible idea,” she whispered, shooting him a glare. “You’ll get caught. Principal Thompson will have your head. And I refuse to be your lookout while you dig yourself into detention.”

The grin on his face didn’t waver. “You make it sound like I’ve never done anything sneaky before.”

Mia groaned, rubbing her temples. “That’s exactly the problem.”

Before he could argue further, the bell rang. Chairs scraped against the floor as students gathered their bags and shuffled toward the door.

“Come on, let’s get to lunch before Max eats all the fries again,” she said, stuffing her books into her backpack.

Chip lingered for just a second, eyes flicking back to the computer screen. The school’s grading system was right there, just a few keystrokes away. A quick change. No one would ever know.

What was the worst that could happen?

Mia tugged his arm, and he followed her out of the lab—but his mind was already racing.

All he needed was the right opportunity.

And knowing him, it wouldn’t take long to find one.

Chapter 2: A Tiny Tweak

Later that afternoon, the school library sat in hushed silence, broken only by the occasional shuffle of books and the rhythmic clicking of keys from the computer row near the back.

Perfect.

A quick glance over his shoulder confirmed no teachers in sight. Mrs. Shank, the librarian, was busy helping a sixth grader at the front desk, and the other students were too buried in books or assignments to notice anything else.

With Mia off in the art room, there was nothing standing in his way.

Sliding into an empty seat, Chip logged in to the school’s computer system. This wasn’t some grand heist. Just a tiny, harmless adjustment. A couple of numbers swapped, it would be nothing major.

His fingers moved swiftly over the keyboard, navigating through the back end of the student portal. The school’s security was laughable. Honestly, someone should be thanking him for pointing it out.

“Let’s see...” He pulled up his math grade, eyes scanning the screen.

A quick glance. A few clicks. A minor tweak.

Eighty-two became ninety-two.

“Perfect,” he whispered, grinning.

Just as he was about to log out, the screen flickered.

His stomach dropped.

Lines of code flashed erratically. Then.....ERROR 403: SYSTEM LOCKDOWN.

Oh no, no, no.

The entire screen turned red.

A beep sounded from the computer beside him. Then another. One by one, screens throughout the library lit up with the same error message.

Heart pounding, he jabbed at the keyboard, desperately trying to undo whatever had just happened. But it was too late.

A loud BEEP! rang through the speakers.

A robotic voice followed. “Security breach detected. System shutdown initiated.”

Oh no. Oh no. Oh no.

Chip grabbed his backpack and bolted.

Chapter 3: The Chaos Unfolds

By the next morning, United Middle School was in a full-blown tech meltdown.

Teachers scrambled to reboot computers, frustration evident in their hushed, urgent conversations. Students mashed their keyboards, unable to log into their accounts. The online gradebook? Completely frozen. Even the morning announcements failed to play, leaving the entire school in confused silence.

Up in the front office, Principal Thompson was not amused.

“This is a serious situation,” his voice boomed over the PA, tight with frustration. “If anyone has information on who may be responsible for this, I expect them to come forward immediately.”

Chip sank lower in his seat. Across the desk, Mia’s eyes were locked onto him, sharp and unrelenting.

“Chip...” she whispered, leaning in. “Tell me you didn’t.”

No answer.

A groan escaped her. “I cannot believe you!”

“I didn’t mean to crash the whole system!” he hissed back. “It was just a tiny change! Something else must have happened.”

She let out a slow breath, her fingers gripping the edge of her notebook. “Principal Thompson is going to find out, and when he does, you are going to be in so much trouble.”

Before he could come up with a response, the classroom door swung open.

Jake, Emily, Max, and Amy stepped inside...the school’s self-appointed investigators. Friends, technically. Though at the moment, Chip wasn’t so sure.

They scanned the room like detectives arriving at a crime scene.

Chip didn’t like that one bit.

Chapter 4: The Investigation Begins

Jake leaned back in his chair, arms crossed as he surveyed the room. Emily, already scribbling in her ever-present notebook, adjusted her glasses and whispered something to Amy. Max cracked his knuckles, a little too eager to start interrogating people.

A knot tightened in Chip’s stomach.

Mia nudged him. “You should just confess now before they connect the dots.”

“No way,” he whispered. “I need to figure out what went wrong first. Besides... what if someone else made things worse after I....”

Mia’s eyes narrowed. “After you what?”

“Uh. After I, you know... maybe accidentally triggered the lockdown?”

She let out a deep sigh. “Chip, what did you do?”

“Nothing that bad!” he insisted. “I just... might have adjusted my math grade. A little. I didn’t crash the whole system, I swear! But someone else must have taken advantage of what I did.”

Mia pinched the bridge of her nose. “This just keeps getting worse.”

Before he could say anything else, the PA system crackled to life again.

“Would Jake, Emily, Max, and Amy please report to my office immediately?”

A ripple of murmurs spread through the room. The young investigators exchanged glances, then silently gathered their notebooks and headed for the door.

Chip groaned. “They’re going to find out.”

Mia smiled. “Yep. And it’s going to be a long day for you.”
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