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(moo-lee-boo-tee).

Now I will tell you about school in Zambia.

Now I will leave you with some words in the Chitonga language.

Dzina langa ndi Wedi (dzin-ah lahn-ga ndzee we-dee) My name is Wedi. I speak the Nyanja language.

Now I want to talk to you about some Zambian Holidays!

I will leave you with a few words in the Nyanja language.

What is the food like in Zambia?

Other books available include:

About the Author

Sign up for Jamie Pedrazzoli's Mailing List

The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.



Hello, or in the Chitonga language, Mulibuti
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(moo-lee-boo-tee).
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My name is Eponi (E-poe-nee) and I live in Lusaka, Zambia. Lusaka is the capital of Zambia.





Where on earth is Zambia? It is located in the continent of Africa. 

Zambia is a land-locked country, meaning that it is surrounded by land on all sides. We have no ocean or sea at our borders.

The official language of Zambia is English. The government officially recognizes seven indigenous languages. They are Bemba, Nyanja, chitonga, Lozi, Lunda, Luvale, and Kaonde.

Our currency is called the Kwacha, which means “dawn” in the Bemba language.

1 Kwacha (ZMK) is about 0.051 USD.
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Our flag has an eagle on it which represents the Zambian people’s ability to rise over their problems. 

Red stands for the nation’s struggle for freedom. Black stands for the Zambian people. Orange stands for the mineral wealth we have or copper. Green stands for our natural resources.
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What is there to do in Lusaka?

There are many restaurants, food markets, parks, museums, art galleries, craft markets, and even a place where you can come pet cheetahs! 
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This is me with my sister Kalauni (kah-lah-oo-nee) and behind us is the busy city of Lusaka.




Public transport mainly consists of minibusses and buses known as "kombi" or "chibuku," which are affordable but can be overcrowded and may not always adhere to schedules.

People also travel by taxi, car, or bicycle.

Zambia has a railway system that connects major cities and towns, primarily used for freight but also passenger services.

The weather is always warm here since we are south of the Equator. 

Our hottest months are September through November. It is usually 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius) in the lowlands. 
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What is the geography like here?

A big chunk of Zambia is made up of a high plateau, sitting between about 1,000 and 1,600 meters (or 3,300 to 5,200 feet) above sea level. 
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The eastern part of my country is in the Great Rift Valley, where you can find some interesting geological features and many lakes, like Lake Tanganyika and Lake Malawi.

The largest lake in Zambia is Lake Tanganyika. It is one of the deepest freshwater lakes in the world. It is approximately 1,470 meters (4,823 feet) deep!





The biggest river in Zambia is the Zambezi River. It runs through the southwest part of the country. It marks the border with Namibia and Botswana, and is famous for Victoria Falls, which is one of the largest waterfalls in the world!
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The Zambezi River is one of the longest rivers in Africa, spanning approximately 2,574 kilometers (1,599 miles).





Rivers are very important to us. They are used for drinking, washing, farming, and fun!

Some dams are built in these rivers and supply us with electricity. This is a photo of the Kariba Dam. The dam stands 419 Ft (128 M) tall! 
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This is the Kariba Dam behind me.
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Now I will tell you about school in Zambia.
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Zambia's Education for All policy, which is all about free education, started rolling out gradually and really kicked into gear in 2022. 

About 97% of the children attend school.  There are about 42 students to 1 teacher in a classroom. 

Some classes I take include English, life skills, mathematics, art, and science. 
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The official religion here is Catholicism (Christianity) but many rural villages have tribal beliefs such as Animism. 

What is Animism? 

Animism is different from tribe to tribe but is based on the belief that our ancestors and nature have powers.  

Many tribes believe crocodiles have strong powers. 

Zambia also has many Muslim, Hindu, and Jewish people.
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Hunting is a hardship we face here. It is damaging our wildlife. 

My country has made 19 National parks to help protect wildlife; the largest park is the Kafue National Park.

Do you like animals? I will tell you more about the animals here in my country.

We have many big cats like lions, leopards, and cheetahs.  

[image: ]

We have hyenas, baboons, antelopes, impalas, elephants, giraffes, hippopotami, and zebras. 

It is estimated that there are around 200 species of mammals in Zambia.

Many tourists come on safari rides to see all of these animals.

Would you go on a safari ride?

There are over 750 different species of birds!

The African Fishing Eagle is our National Animal and it appears on our coat of arms and our flag.
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There are more than 400 species of fish in our lakes!

We have a lot of insects and some bad ones like the Tsete fly which can make you very sick if you are bit!

Zambia is home to many reptiles. We have over 100 different species! You’ll find all sorts of snakes, lizards, tortoises, and crocodilians. 

Some notable reptiles in Zambia include the Nile crocodile, various species of chameleons, skinks, and numerous snake species such as the black mamba and puff adder.
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Now I will leave you with some words in the Chitonga language. 
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Muli buti?(moo-lee-boo-tee) Hello or How are you?

Kabotu  (kah-boh-too) Good

Mwabuka Buti (mwah-boo-kah-boo-tee) Good Morning.

Kwasiya (kwah-see-yah) Goodnight.

Twalumba (Twah-lum-bah) Thank you.
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Moni (moh-nee) or Hello.
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