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      Good Evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to Gemstone Burlesque. I’m Jewel, your sexy emcee for the evening. I hope y’all are ready for a show.

      Here at Gemstone Burlesque, our girls are named after gemstones and are all equally precious.

      Tonight’s featured performer is the sultry and stunning… Sapphire.

      Ladies and gentlemen… Gemstone Burlesque presents for your listening and viewing pleasure… Sapphire.
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      “Girl, there’s a bachelor party out there tonight. It’s like twenty-five guys! And all are major lookers.” Bree says as she laces my sapphire blue corset up.

      I exhale as she tightens and I feel her tie it off. “A bachelor party? Are they lost? This isn’t a strip club.” I mutter.

      That’s all I need is a bunch of drunk assholes whooping and hollering, causing a ruckus while I’m performing. I roll my eyes and turn to face Bree. “Besides, why are you checking anyone out anyway? Your hunky lover is behind the bar.”

      She laughs and winks. “Yeah, yeah, he is. And I am very happy with Tungsten, but I’m not dead or blind. I can still see, thank you very much.”

      Let’s see… drunk and obnoxious, albeit good looking men… no, thank you.

      She laughs at the look on my face and checks her watch before gesturing at me. “Get these shoes on. You’re on in three.”

      Nodding, I grab the stilettos she hands me and slip them on while I mentally go over my set in my head.

      When I straighten, I twirl and ask, “Good to go?”

      Bree checks me over and nods. I start to walk past her and she slaps my ass and calls saucily. “Sexy as hell. Now… go. Carry those bombshell curves out there and kill it.”

      I laugh and sway my hips in an exaggerated walk as I call behind me.” Careful… you keep touching my ass, I might get excited. It’s been awhile for me.”

      I hear an embarrassed cough and look over at a red-faced Bull, our backstage security, while he stands next to the door leading into the club from backstage. I smirk and wink. “Sorry, Bull. I’m just messing with Bree.”

      He blushes even harder and scratches behind his neck. ‘Sure thing. I should be used to this stuff by now. Break a leg.”

      Laughing again, I look down the hall at the sound of an amused voice. “Really, Sapphire. Why does my man’s face look like a tomato?” Ruby laughs. “What did you say to him?”

      I chuckle and reply. “Nothing. I was messing with Bree because she slapped my ass.”

      Nial, the stage manager, pops his head from behind the thick curtains at side stage and whispers loudly. “Come on! You’re on in less than a minute. Get your tail into position!”

      Quickening my step, I race up the stairs and find my mark just as Jewel’s voice says, “…Sapphire.”

      The curtain rises and the music swells. Opening my mouth, I grip the microphone stand and sway my hips as my voice wafts out and immediately entrances the audience.

      The first song leads straight into the second and then I’m on my third and final song. It’s a softer number… more bluesy than my other two, but I have to cover the entire stage with my sensuous dance number. The lights are softer for this song and it allows me to make eye contact with some of the crowd.

      I see the group of men off to the left of the stage and quickly run my gaze over them so as not to give them an excuse to catcall or interrupt me.

      One man looks semi-familiar, but without focusing directly on him, I can’t see who he might be.

      The last notes of my voice fade and the house band finishes the song and then… silence. It doesn’t last but a second before the audience erupts in applause and cheers.

      Over the clapping, I hear a vaguely familiar voice. “Holy shit. See, Jax. I told you it was her! That is Sapphire. Did you know she performed here?”

      My head whips toward the voice and my eyes narrow to try to make out the features.

      Did I hear correctly? Jax… As in Jaxon?!

      No freaking way. It can’t be.

      But, as my eyes adjust and focus… it see the deep blue eyes from my youth, that I hoped to never see again staring back at me.

      It is Jaxon. Son of a bitch!

      He smiles and nods at me. Then, he winks.

      My stomach drops and I turn on my heel and swiftly leave the stage.

      Son of a bitch… Jaxon.

      What the hell? He’s with the bachelor party? He’s getting married?

      On unsteady legs, I race for the sanctuary of my dressing room. Ruby is still standing near the door with Bull and I briefly see the looks of shock on their face as I race past, but I don’t stop or turn… not even when Ruby calls my name out with concern.

      The door closes firmly behind me and I lean back against it and attempt to quell my racing heart to no avail.

      What the hell? What in the actual hell? Dammit to hell. Why am I reacting this way to the fact that Jaxon is here… in the club?!

      Finally, I’m able to breathe. Standing tall, I walk over to my vanity on still unsteady legs. I stare into the mirror and grimace as I take in my appearance. My skin is pale… paler than usual and my chest is heaving. My blue eyes are wild and stark against the backdrop of my colorless face and sapphire colored hair.

      I look like the teenage girl I used to be. The girl who was constantly tormented and humiliated for being shapely and statuesque by Jaxon and his band of idiot, jock friends.

      That enrages me. Slamming my hand on the vanity top, I stare at myself and say, “No. You are not the same girl you used to be. You are strong and fierce and beautiful. You are successful and have men flocking to this place to see you. Jaxon and his cronies don’t matter.  They never mattered. I rock these curves and I’m fucking amazing.”
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