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ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE ALPHA 7: THE TOPKAPI INCIDENT.

The doctrine did not begin with weapons. It began with maps. Long before hulls or payloads were discussed, assumptions were agreed upon and formalised, then inherited until they no longer appeared as assumptions at all. Boundaries hardened into routines. Routines became safety. Safety became truth. Perfide Albion was not conceived as an act, but as a condition, one that allowed history to appear to happen by itself, without attribution or intent. When events finally occurred, they would resemble accidents rediscovered rather than decisions made. The strength of the doctrine lay in its patience. By the time execution was recognised, the space for objection had already disappeared. Maps were never neutral. They were contracts between strangers who would never meet, signed in ink, reinforced by habit, then enforced by systems that could not feel doubt. In cities, maps became permission. They determined where a lorry was allowed to stand, which corridors were considered safe, which doors could be opened without asking why. In governments, maps became language. They decided where a border was spoken confidently and where it was spoken carefully. In institutions, maps became conscience. They told museums what they believed they owned and what they believed they could never lose. The doctrine’s first innovation was simple enough to be mistaken for bureaucracy. Do not attack the object. Attack the certainty around it. Do not break the door. Remove the door from the building’s memory. Do not steal what is guarded. Redefine the guard’s route until he walks past the theft without recognising it as theft. If the world is confident that a space does not exist, then any movement through that space becomes invisible by default. If the world is confident that a record is complete, then anything excluded from it becomes unmissable, not because it is protected, but because it is not acknowledged. The doctrine depended on a human weakness that institutions mistake for strength. Systems prefer coherence. They reconcile. They smooth contradictions. They resolve conflicts. They do not like loose ends. Give a system two truths and it will choose the one that keeps it running. Give a ministry two narratives and it will choose the one that preserves sovereignty. Give a museum two inventories and it will choose the one that keeps the doors open. Perfide Albion did not require genius at the moment of execution. It required discipline months earlier, when nobody was looking for a threat because nobody yet believed there was one. Preparation looked like maintenance. Meetings looked like audits. A revised dataset looked like an improvement. The doctrine’s real brutality lay in its elegance. It did not create chaos. It created agreement. It persuaded different actors to accept the same falsehood for their own reasons, until the falsehood acquired the stability of a fact. That was why it was so difficult to confront. You cannot arrest a routine. You cannot interrogate a map. You cannot put handcuffs on an assumption. The doctrine also understood something more delicate, something older than any modern intelligence service. History is not only what happened. History is what people agree to remember. Nations fight not just over territory but over interpretation. Museums do not merely store objects; they store legitimacy. When an artefact moves, it carries the weight of claims that outlive empires. When an artefact disappears, it does not leave an empty shelf. It leaves a question. And questions are combustible. Perfide Albion used that combustion. It selected objects not for their market value, but for their ability to produce incompatible truths in different capitals at the same time. It chose moments when the public would not yet know what to demand, but private rooms would already be forced to decide what to deny. It chose seams, not centres. Seams between ministries. Between insurance and sovereignty. Between cultural pride and strategic necessity. Between what must be said and what must never be admitted. The doctrine assumed that the loudest conflict is rarely the most dangerous. The most dangerous conflict is the one that begins as procedure. A note circulated. A category changed. A route approved. A specification adjusted. Then a decision no one remembers making becomes the only available reality. By the time anyone looks for intent, the intent has already been absorbed into the background noise of administration. That is what made correction feel impossible. Even if you identify the altered line, you still have to persuade systems and people to accept that the line was wrong, and systems and people do not like being told that their safety was built on error. They prefer to treat the error as an exception. They prefer to treat the exception as an accident. They prefer to treat the accident as normal. Perfide Albion counted on that preference. It counted on the way institutions protect themselves by pretending they are stable. It counted on the way governments protect themselves by speaking in absolutes. It counted on the way alliances protect themselves by avoiding embarrassment. It did not need to win in public. It needed to force public actors into private compromises, then use those compromises as leverage for the next move. That was why the doctrine’s centre was never the theft. The theft was the proof. The doctrine’s centre was response. Who speaks first. Who leaks. Who denies. Who demands. Who pays. Who hesitates long enough for someone else to define the narrative. In every scenario, the doctrine aimed to deprive states of graceful options. If one side moves, it looks guilty. If it does not move, it looks weak. If it speaks, it creates a record. If it stays silent, it concedes the story to rumour. The doctrine did not need to predict everything. It needed to predict reflex. And reflex, in politics, is the most reliable constant of all. Over time, the doctrine became not just a method but a calendar. It looked for moments when multiple systems would be forced to update at once. Renovations. Transfers. Treaty anniversaries. Defence procurements. Election cycles. Insurance renewals. Times when paperwork is already moving, when routines already accept change. In those windows, a small alteration can ride a wave of legitimate activity and disappear inside it. By the time activity settles, the alteration has become part of the landscape, and anyone who questions it is treated as an inconvenience rather than a warning. The doctrine’s operators understood that the most efficient cover is not darkness. It is legitimacy. A service entrance used by contractors. A courier delivery logged automatically. A routine notice filed without priority. A map refreshed overnight. A list reconciled. A door opened because a schedule says it may be opened. Each step looks ordinary. That is the genius. Not of the step, but of the chain. And because the chain is composed of ordinary steps, no single step can be isolated as the crime. That is why the doctrine is patient. It is also why it is cruel. It steals not only objects. It steals the comfort of knowing where reality begins. Perfide Albion was designed to be deniable even to the people carrying it out. Compartmentalisation was not merely security; it was a principle. Operators only needed enough truth to complete their portion of the chain. The whole remained unseen, and therefore unprovable. One cell adjusts a dataset. Another observes a timetable. Another prepares an exit corridor. Another drafts a message that never uses a name. The doctrine’s leadership never had to touch the object. They only had to touch the conditions that would make the object movable. And by touching conditions rather than objects, they ensured that any investigation would begin at the wrong place and end in frustration. The doctrine’s final insight was that objections must be prevented, not defeated. Objection requires a platform. A meeting. A line of authority. A record. If you remove the platform, objection cannot form. If you remove the record, blame cannot settle. If you remove the authority’s confidence, decision-making becomes paralysis, and paralysis becomes an invitation for someone else to move first. In the doctrine’s language, that is victory. Victory is not possession. Victory is coordination denied. That was Perfide Albion. A condition in which the world agrees to forget, then later argues about what it never properly recorded. A condition in which recovery becomes less important than narrative. A condition in which the most valuable asset is not an artefact, but the moment a government is forced to speak in public while someone else holds the script. By the time anyone recognised that script, the doctrine would already have moved on to the next seam, leaving behind only the shape of a question and the uncomfortable sensation that history had been edited at administrative depth.
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