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No Aunts or cats were harmed in the writing of this book. Under no circumstances should people harm other people or cats even if they are Aunts. And besides, Cherise is a fictitious character. Although, if I was an Aunt, I’d probably check under my bed tonight just in case we’re wrong about that part.




To our nieces, whom we love in spite of our suspicions.



Cherise the niece

She was orphaned quite young. 
In a mysterious way, 
Her parents just up and 
Vanished one day.
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But Cherise muddled through 
This most odd circumstance 
Through the generous, loving 
Support of her Aunts.
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She stayed for a while, 
With her dear old Aunt Bea, 
’Til one day when bug spray 
Wound up in her tea.
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She was sent way up North 
To stay with Aunt Flo, 
Who disappeared strangely 
Right after a snow.
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She stayed with an Aunt 
And her sweet little dog, 
Who Cherise said she saw 
Roll her up like a log.
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She was then taken in 
By Aunt Betty Lou, 
Who liked to bake things 
And Cherise liked it, too.

[image: 008]

But she dropped a few hints 
About wanting to stay 
With her Aunt by the sea, 
Who dropped in the next day.
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Auntie Rose loved her garden 
Though Cherise despised it. 
But together, one Wednesday 
They both fertilized it.
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On a picnic one day, 
Aunt May drowned in the river, 
But what made it much worse 
Was Cherise got a sliver.
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Aunt Annie and Fanny 
Gave Cherise an aquarium. 
Now the family’s discussing 
Just where they should bury ’em.
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That winter she went 
To stay with Aunt Summer. 
The spring was quite nice, 
But her fall was a bummer.
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Aunt Meg painted her 
In the costume of Cupid, 
But Cherise made the point 
That she thought it was stupid.
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While decking the halls 
With boughs of holly, 
The star must have slipped 
And
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