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    To my family and friends, who patiently endured my relentless analysis of current events, executive orders, and political policy at the dinner table. Your incredible forbearance throughout this tumultuous chapter of American history is the only thing left unaffected by inflation.
To my readers: you are the vital check and balance this republic requires. Your appetite for unvarnished truth wrapped in sharp, uncompromising comedy is the sole reason this expanded book edition exists. If you happen to discover any errors within these pages, rest assured that like a modern West Wing press office, I am fully prepared to walk them back by Thursday morning. Thank you for turning these pages and keeping your sanity by choosing to laugh at the madness.
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	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Liner Notes


[image: ]


Every great album gets remastered eventually, and the Biden presidency — that four-year double LP of fumbles, mumbles, and historic firsts in the category of "things a White House communications staff had to explain on a Tuesday" — has earned its deluxe reissue.

The first edition of this book was recorded live, as the hits were still charting. This remaster arrives with the benefit every satirist prays for: an ending. We now know how the album closes — the debate, the long goodbye, the farewell pardon tour — and history has kindly supplied the bonus tracks.

Three notes before you drop the needle.

First, the house rule, unchanged from the first pressing: every joke in this book is anchored to something that actually happened — a real quote, a real fall, a real garage. I am a satirist, not a fabulist. When the material is this good, inventing things would be gilding the lily, and frankly, disrespectful to the lily. Where memory is contested, I say so. The punchlines are mine; the setups were all filmed.

Second, on fairness: yes, this is a comedy album about one administration, and no, it is not "balanced." Balance is for news, and this is not news — it is the old American sport of laughing at power, practiced on power. I have laughed at the other fellow in other venues, and he supplies material with equal generosity. If your team is being laughed at in these pages, take comfort in the deepest truth of political comedy: your turn at the microphone always comes. Nobody leaves this business un-roasted.

Third, a word about the subtitle, because it is doing real work. The errors were funny. The fracture was not. Somewhere between the bike falling over and the autopen signing, an American era happened to all of us — prices, borders, wars, a country shouting at itself across the dinner table — and the final track of this album, like all the best comedy records, goes quiet at the end and says something true. You have my permission to skip ahead. You won't laugh as hard, though, and laughing hard is the whole point of paying for the album.

The needle is in the groove. Side One. Turn it up.

— Digby R. Kerr
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Track 1 — The Basement Sessions
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Every legendary act has an origin story, and this one begins, as all great rock and roll begins, in a basement in Delaware.

The year was 2020, the world was locked down, and the Democratic Party faced a problem: its nominee was a 77-year-old man whose every public appearance was an adventure travel program. And then — the miracle. A campaign discovered that the absolute best place to run a presidential candidate is a finished basement with good lighting and no follow-up questions. The Basement Sessions were born: short sets, friendly hosts, teleprompter within arm's reach, and a nation too busy bleaching its groceries to demand an encore.

It worked. Let the record show — and this book is nothing if not a record — that it worked brilliantly. Seven million more streams than the competition. The most votes any American act has ever sold. Critics called the campaign's minimalism "genius," and for once the critics were right: the less the front man performed, the better the album sold. Somewhere in Wilmington, a staffer wrote the insight on a whiteboard that would govern the next four years, and I like to imagine it is still there:

The product moves best in the box.

The tragedy of the next four years — comedically speaking, the gift — is that presidents cannot be sold in the box. The presidency is a touring act. There are stairs. There are bikes. There are microphones that stay on. There are press conferences in foreign capitals where the headliner, freestyle, guarantees a
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