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The testimony you are about to read is a real-life experience documented by a modern-day Lazarus. Whether you believe the details and accounts of his story or not, he was there…and he knew he would come back.

Montell Jordan, Grammy Award–nominated singer, songwriter, pastor, and author, @montelljordan

From the moment his heart ceased to beat to the extraordinary encounter that would see him emerge from the grasp of death, Slikk Muzik’s tale is an awe-inspiring testament to the resilience of the human spirit, the belief in something greater, and the unyielding power of music.

Rodney “Darkchild” Jerkins, Grammy Award–winning producer, songwriter, and musician, @rodneyjerkins

Slikk Muzik’s story is incredible on so many levels. The power of God is in every moment. Faith is an amazing force when you live by it. My brother has experienced moments that should be written about, talked about, used as inspiration, and celebrated. He’s blessed, and we are blessed to have him. Peace to my big brother George Daniels for making our introduction.

Sway Calloway, journalist and radio and TV personality, @realsway

I’ve had the pleasure of working with the talented Rickey “Slikk Muzik” Offord whom I’ve known for years now. Besides being a super producer, he’s one of the nicest people that I know. This book of his testimony, which I’ve heard firsthand, is a must-read and will encourage you to hold on to God no matter what!

Carvin Winans, singer, songwriter, producer, and five-time Grammy Award–winner, @carvinwinansmusic

I have known Rickey “Slikk Muzik” Offord not only as an incredible producer but as a man of faith, depth, and undeniable purpose. While his body lay silent, Rickey’s spirit was shown things that will challenge, inspire, and awaken every reader who turns these pages. This is not imagination fueled by emotion but revelation forged in one of life’s most fragile moments. The same God who brought Rickey back has given him the courage to tell his story, and I believe it will strengthen faith, stir hope, and remind us all that when God speaks, even a coma cannot silence his plan.

Fred Hammond, Grammy Award–winning gospel artist and record producer, @realfredh

33 Days Between Heaven and Hell is a powerful testimony of God’s mercy and purpose. Rickey “Slikk Muzik” Offord is living proof that when God says your story isn’t over, not even death gets the final word.

Bri Babineaux, singer and songwriter, @bribabineaux
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To my parents, Diann Rodgers and Rickey Morgan; my sister, Chelsea Morgan; my late uncle, Stephen “Stem” Offord, who passed from COVID-19; and to all who have made an impact in my life. I’m so grateful for all. Thank you.
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Foreword

MONTELL JORDAN


God, please don’t let my friend die. He isn’t finished yet; we aren’t finished yet.” Those were the words I repeated to myself the morning of Saturday, May 28, 2016, as I sat on a plane headed to Dallas-Fort Worth. Somehow, I knew that my faith was going to be tested. To what degree, I had no idea.

Rickey’s mom had reached out on Facebook to inform his friends that he had been in a medically induced coma after being admitted for a simple procedure. I didn’t know that, less than forty-eight hours later, I would be face-to-face with a dead man. Clinically dead.

And actually, I hadn’t read the date that the message was sent from Rickey’s mom. I thought I was rushing out to see my friend who had just slipped into a coma. Yet, when I arrived, I found out that Slikk had been in a coma for several weeks. I was on my way to pray for someone to be raised from the dead like Lazarus. I realized that I, as a pastor, would be challenged to truly believe what I knew to be true in the biblical context and was now facing in reality.

My mind flashed back to when I had signed Slikk to a production deal a few years prior. He would send me three to five tracks a day. He ate, slept, and breathed music.

Fast forward to that hot day in late May when I touched down in Texas and immediately headed for the hospital. I was shocked to hear from his family that a machine was breathing for him. He needed more than healing; he needed a miracle. I met with his mom in the hospital lobby and shared that I believed for a miracle.

Honestly, I was terrified. Dude was dead. I prayed with his sister and maybe one other family member, as contact was extremely limited. There was no place for doubters to be present in the room where he lay, so I had to “up my faith” before entering. I asked if I could have time with him alone. What I said to Rickey that day will forever remain between him, me, and God.

The testimony you are about to read is a real-life experience documented by a modern-day Lazarus. Whether you believe the details and accounts of his story or not, he was there…and he knew he would come back.

It’s my prayer that 33 Days Between Heaven and Hell will inspire you to learn what kept Rickey confident of his return and his peaceful certainty if he didn’t.

Rickey isn’t done. We aren’t done. This young phenomenon brings to the table Grammy Award-winning production and creativity from beyond. But paradise will have to wait a bit longer because, through music, Slikk is bringing heavenly sounds to earth.

Montell Jordan, Grammy Award-nominated singer, songwriter, husband, father, friend, pastor, and author






Foreword

RODNEY “DARKCHILD” JERKINS


In the realm of music, where beats and melodies intertwine to create harmonious symphonies, there exists a rare breed of individuals: the music producers. They possess a unique ability to shape sound and elevate it to new heights, captivating our hearts and souls. Among these extraordinary talents stands a figure whose journey transcends the boundaries of the industry, delving into the realm of spiritual awakening and divine intervention.

Slikk Muzik, a name that resonates with passion and resilience, has embarked on a path less traveled, one that leads us to the very threshold of life and death. And it is with great honor and awe that we gather here to witness the unveiling of a remarkable story—a story that defies all odds and illustrates the power of faith and the miraculous hand of God.

Within the pages of this book, Slikk Muzik shares a deeply personal and profoundly transformative experience, one that has forever altered the trajectory of his creative journey. From the moment his heart ceased to beat to the extraordinary encounter that would see him emerge from the grasp of death, his tale is an awe-inspiring testament to the resilience of the human spirit, the belief in something greater, and the unyielding power of music.

As we traverse the chapters of this book, we will accompany Slikk Muzik on his extraordinary odyssey. We will witness his darkest moments of despair, where the symphony of life seemed to fade into a haunting silence. Yet, in the midst of this desolation, a divine presence would intervene, breathing life back into his lungs and rekindling the passion within his soul.

With every turn of the page, we will venture through the intricate landscapes of Slikk Muzik’s mind and heart. We will explore the profound depths of his being as he rediscovers his purpose and sets forth on a mission to spread light and inspiration through the power of his musical creations.

In the reflection of his experiences, we, too, are reminded of our own mortal existence and the fragility of this earthly realm. We are prompted to ponder the mysteries beyond our comprehension and embark on a quest for a deeper connection with our spirituality.

Slikk Muzik’s unwavering resilience and profound faith will undoubtedly resonate with every soul who embarks on this transformative journey alongside him. Through his music and the very essence of his being, he teaches us that life, indeed, is a precious gift, and within its melodies, we can find solace and transcendence.

So, dear reader, prepare to set foot on a path that is equal parts poignant and triumphant. Brace yourself for an extraordinary tale that will stir your soul, ignite your imagination, and remind you of the boundless possibilities that await when we surrender to the guiding hand of the divine.

Welcome to the extraordinary world of Slikk Muzik, where death and rebirth intertwine and where the symphony of life unfolds in captivating and miraculous ways.

Rodney Jerkins, Grammy Award–winning producer, songwriter, and musician






Introduction


I was raised as a preacher’s kid in a deliverance ministry, so seeing miracles was never foreign to me. I’ve seen people healed of cancer and other serious health problems, and I’ve seen how God can take an impossible situation and turn it around.

But all of those manifestations combined could never have prepared me for what I went through over a decade ago. I still look back at that period of my life and it doesn’t feel real sometimes. It’s as if I had some kind of recurring nightmare night after night. I went into the hospital one day for a routine procedure and left more than a month later. I lost half my body weight. Five times, my heart stopped beating, and I flatlined. I was dead, and on three of those occasions, medical staff came close to officially pronouncing it.

The health crisis was just part of it—and not even the most miraculous part. I mean, yeah, from a modern medical perspective, I shouldn’t even be alive. And we hear that phrase thrown around casually, right? A person nearly gets into a car accident and later says, “I almost died!” But in my case—and my doctors and nurses could confirm this—I was given nearly zero chance of survival. Organ failure. Brain dead. Written off. A fading beep on an EKG machine.

And yet, here I am.

They say your whole life flashes before your eyes right before you die, but for me it felt more like an eternity. They also say you can’t judge somebody’s story based on the chapter you walk in on. And if today is the front page of my life, where you see a man to whom success might have come easy, you won’t believe what I tell you about the struggles and the miracles of yesterday.

Happily, I can say that I have better memories of a once homeless boy who fought to become a man, to provide for his family, and to reach his musical goals—the typical principles of grinding for your life’s dreams.

Then came those thirty-three days, straight, of both horrible and beautiful memories, of living locked inside myself in a comatose state, where I took up residence in a spiritual realm not of my own making. I entered the hospital expecting to sleep in my own bed that night, but instead I rolled into a surgery that would turn dark and dangerous. “In and out,” I was told. But the surgery wasn’t a success—far from it.

We’re taught not to question God. But before I was induced into a coma? While I was drowning and gasping for air that I just couldn’t get enough of? I did question him in those times. It was a life-and-death moment shared only between my dying self and my Creator who made me. That was a wild moment, and when I asked why, he told me that I was about to go through the hardest experience in my life, but he promised I would make it through. This book is my story of how the living God showed up, raised me up, and brought me back—from dead to alive in the physical realm and also in the spiritual realm.

In the music world, I’m known as Slikk Muzik, and I’ve had the honor of working with incredible people like Ariana Grande, GloRilla, Kanye West, Chris Brown, Tori Kelly, and many others. As a four-time Grammy Award–winning music producer, I am proud of my accomplishments. Lord knows I worked very hard for many years to achieve success. And I look forward to sharing parts of my journey with you—from my days as a little kid in Dallas all the way up to that fateful day in May 2016 when I almost met my God. And even more so, I look forward to sharing how God transformed my dreams of fame into a valuable lesson in faith.

But that’s not why I am writing. I write today not because of my music but because the Lord showed me that his realm is real. I knew this in my head prior to my near-death experience, but then I learned it up close, in a dead serious way. And that is why you hold this book in your hands. The pages before you will take you on a life-changing, faith-filled journey through a portion of my destiny that proves that miracles, signs, and wonders really do happen. They aren’t fantasy. They still exist in our present day.

Friend, I don’t know why you are reading this book. Maybe you’re familiar with me as a music producer and artist, or maybe a friend recommended it to you. Either way, I am glad this book has fallen into your hands. Even if you don’t consider yourself to be a very religious person, I hope you stick with me. Or maybe, like me, you were raised in church but then just sort of started drifting a bit. I’m not talking about completely abandoning Jesus but just kind of…coasting. That was me.

This is my story, and I tell it here exactly as I remember it. Every word of it is true. You will also dive into the journal of my mother and hear the testimony of my sister. (Their chapters are identified for clarity.) They stood beside me as warriors, not just praying but fighting for my life when it hung by a thread. They barely left my side during my thirty-three-day affliction, and this story is their story too.

What you are about to read is like something out of a movie. Angels. Demons. Heaven. Hell. Miracles Life. Death. I didn’t think about death much as an otherwise healthy young man, so I didn’t really contemplate the possibility of it either. Until May 16, 2016. What followed were thirty-three days of hell—and heaven.







Chapter 1

Church Kid


I grew up in Dallas, Texas, in an area called Pleasant Grove. My mom and dad divorced before I can remember, so it was me, my mom, and my younger sister, Chelsea. I grew up on the poor side of town. Early on in my life, we went through some hard times.

There was always my mom, church, and music for me. Always. For as far back as I can remember, I was interested in pounding on things, making beats. My mom says that, even as a baby, I pounded on pots and pans instead of playing with toddler toys.

One of my earliest memories was going to my granny’s house out in the country. I’d go into the backyard, where all these plastic buckets were lying around, along with a lot of other miscellaneous tools and stuff. I would get string and tape and bind three or so of those five-gallon buckets together to make a drum set. I would break off branches to make myself some drumsticks and beat on those buckets for hours in the summer. My mom would watch me beating away on those puppies, and she soon knew that it was more than just playtime for me—it was a passion.

When I was four years old, my mom bought me one of those paper drum sets that you could purchase from a catalog, and that’s what I got for Christmas. Man, I went straight to the drums, and my mind was on just one track. I would play for hours, learning how to beat those drums.

As for church, I was raised Pentecostal, and my mom was very involved. I grew up in Tabernacle of Deliverance Church, which was right up the block, just two streets down the road. I was a preacher’s kid and church boy and spent hours at the church after worship rehearsals and on the weekend. I was always intrigued by music, so I would head off to the drum set in the sanctuary and pound away.

Our pastor noticed my passion, and he must have thought I had some talent because when I was nine, he said, “I want you to be our drummer.” So there I was, just a kid playing drums during worship service with adult musicians.

Then, when I was about ten or eleven years old, I started playing piano—just messing around a bit. But when you grow up in church and you love music, you have the time to pick up on things and develop your musicianship. I slowly learned to play, and those years in church developed a certain strong pattern of music in me.

About this time—around 1996—we had to move, so we went to stay at my mom’s friend’s house for a while. My mom, sister, and I all stayed in one bedroom and slept on a mattress on the floor. Eventually, the friend’s relatives came to stay with her, so we had
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